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PREFACE. 



It has long been the deohre of many of Mr. Fletcher's 
friends, to see a more full and complete account of that 
extraordinary man, than any that had appeared. Mr. 
Wesley's Narrative of his life was drawn up in great 
haste, and in the midst of so many important labours and 
concerns of another kind, that it is not at all surprising 
it should contain some small mistakes, and, in other re- 
spects, should be impa-fect; Mrs. Fletcher never intended 
to write his life, but only to give an account of his death, 
with a few particulars of his character. The Rev. Mr. 
Gilpin's Biographical Notes, annexed to his translation 
of Mr. Fletcher's Portrait of Saint Paul, are very excel, 
lent, and very accurate, as far as they go. But neither 
did Mr. Gilpin intend to write his life, but simply to give 
some more traits of his character, and add a few anecdotes 
eoncemmg him, which had been omitted by Mr. Wesley 
and Mrs. Fletcher. Add to this, that Mr. Gilpin's Notes 
are scattered through that work without any order : and 
however useful, as detached pieces, do not, in any respect, 
furnish the reader with a regular and connected history 
of that great and good man. ^ In coiMuieration of these 
things^ it has been judged, hf^ his frients, to be a debt 
due to his memory, and to the &hristiaa world, to com- 
pile from the whole, and from such other documents as 
might be collected, such an authentic and properly ar- 
ranged nairative of his life and death, as might be at once 
clear and sufficiently full, comprising every article of 
importance. Mrs. Fletcher, knowing thait t had been par- 
ticularly intimate with Mr. Fletcher-fix)m the year 1768, 
till his death, and that we had been in the constant habit 
of correspcmding, earnestly desired I would undertake thif 
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woric. And our general conference, held hi Leeds in the 
year 1801, having joined with her in the same request, I 
have, at length, complied, and am not without hope, thai the 
interests of pure and vital Christianity will be promoted 
by it. This narrative includes the whole of what is 
material in the forementioned accounts, digested in regu- 
lar order, together with much new matter, taken chiefly 
from Mr. Fletcher's own letters to myself, and some 
other friends, especially to the Rev. Mr. Perronet, late of 
8horeham, and some members of his family. I have 
fimnd it to be peculiarly useful to myself to be employed 
about this work : and I pray God that every reader may 
dbtain similar, and even greater benefit from it, and be 
induced to follow him as fully as he followed Christ 

Jo«BPH BsNsoir. 
LoimoN, October 25, 1804. 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION- 



Ths editor is aware that he must chiefly ascribe it tp 
the high esteem entertained by the public in general, and 
by the members of the Methodist societies in particular^, 
for the character of Uie late Rev. Mr. Fletcher, and the 
great veneration in which his memory is held by them, 
that the former impression of this work has had so rapid 
a sale, and that a second edition is so soon called for. 
He is, however, happy to find, by the testimonies he has 
received from different quarters, that the manner in which 
he has been enabled to execute his office of compiler, 
has been highly satisfactory to Mr. Fletcher's friends, 
and to the readers of the pubhcation in general. 

It is true, the editors of a periodical wori^f termed the 
"Christian Observer," have represented it as »!, imper- 
fection in his mode of compilation, that he did not ^' weave 
t)ie whole of his materials into a completely,Aew work." 
But this, he must observe, was not the task assigned him ; 
nor would he, if desived, have consented to undertake it, 
well knowing, both that it would require more time than 
he could have spared from his other, not less important 
employments, and that the work would gain nothing 
thereby in point of real usefulness. For he was well 
persuaded, that he could not express the same things in. 
his own words, so well aJ9 the Rev. Messrs. Wesley and 
Gilpin had expressed them, nor clothe the materials fur- 
nished by these truly pious and learned writers in more 
pure, elegant,^ and forcible language, than they had used. 
He knew, therefore, that to have pursued the plan the 
conductors of that miscellany have suggested, would not 
have rendered the work more interesting, or more instruct* 
ive to the reader, or in any respect better calculated to 
«a8wer the great and importaat ends of religious biogra 
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6 FBEFACE TO THE SECOND EDITIOir. 

phy, which are not to gain honour and applause to the 
writer ; but rather to excite and animate the reader to 
greater zeal and diligence in pursuit of whatever excel- 
lence might be described or exemplified in the subject of 
it. Add to this, he was sensible it was not the wish of 
any of the parties by whom he was pressed into this ser- 
vice, that the narratives of Messrs. Wesley and Gilpin 
should be superseded and lost sight of. He knew it was 
rather their desire, that these well written, though incom^ 
piete accounts, should be brought forward afresh into 
public view, preserved and perpetuated, by being incor- 
porated in one volume, with such other materials as might 
be collected ; thereby furnishing the public with such a 
clear and full history of that incomparable man, as might 
be of lasting use to the Church of Christ, and a mean of 
edification to thousands yet unborn. 

But "the natural consequence of this mode of compi- 
lation," say they, " is, that the work is defective in clear- 
ness and uniformity, and that it is occasionally prolixand 
redundant." As to prolixity and redundance y the editor 
is under no concern. The persons for whose use chiefty 
he undertook to compile this volume, have such venera- 
tion for the memory of Mr. Fletcher, that any information 
concerning him that is authentic, and at all instructive, 
or calculated to cast light upon his character, is peculiarly 
welcome ; although to readers less apprized of his worth, 
it might appear unnecessary, or even superfluous. Un- 
der a persuasion of this, at the same time that the editor 
has corrected two or three unimportant mistakes, inadvert- 
ently made in the former impression, he has enlarged the 
narrative still more in the present publication, by inserting 
several anecdotes, original letters, and other comminri- 
cations which had not come to hand when his ttianascript 
for the first edition was sent to the press. 

But as to this point of prolixity , the Christian Observers 
themselves have formed his apology. ** It is but fair to 
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tdbserve (say they) as to this volume, that, as it was evi- 
4ffMy intended chiefly for the perusal of the followers of 
Mr. Wesley, who are almost universally great admirers 
«f Mr. Fletcher, the editor might not think it necessary 
to pay so much regard, in the construction of his work, 
to perspicuity of arrangement and elegance of manner 
as to the minuteness of his details, and the abundance 

.- <Sf his matter." This statement, bating the unmerited 
insinuation contained in it against the followers of Mr. 
Wesley as persons who have less taste than their neigh. 
bours for order and elegance in composition, the editor 
acknowledges to be pretty near the truth. He owns he 
did pay, and thought it his duty to pay, much more atten- 
lion to the matter than to the form and manner of his 
Work. He paid, however, considerable attention to the 
latter also, and ventures to say, while it has all the ele- 
gance which the fine pens of Messrs. Gilpin, Wesley, and 
Fletcher could give it, the greatest part of its contents 
being expressed in their words, it has all the perspicuity 
and clearness which " an arrangement according to the 
date of the events," could bestow, — ^an arrangement 
which these observers themselves acknowledge to have 
been attended to. 

As to uniformity, it has what is quite sufficient for a 
work of the kind ; a uniformity, not indeed of language^ 
the simple and laconic style of Mr. Wesley differing very 
materially from the diffuse and florid manner of Mr. Gil- 

^ pin, and the copiousness of Mr. Fletcher ; but what is 
infinitely more important, a uniformity of testimony, re- 
specting the amiable and excellent subject of the narra- 
tive, and that blessed Gospel which he preached, which he 
Hoed, and which his most eminent gifts and graces highly 
adorned. It is also uniform as to its design, and it is 
hoped, that all its parts co-operate to* produce the impor- 
lant effect intended, and that is, to induce every reader 
te follow Mr. Fletcher, aB he followed Christ* . 
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'In short, tbe editor believes that he has pursued the 
best plan which he could have chosen, in order to trace,, 
exhibit, and attest, from the mouths of dilSerent witnesses, 
Mr. Fletcher's character and conduct dirough every period 
of his life ; and to give the reader at once a clear and 
fuU view of his progressw wisdo^i, piety, and usefulness, 
and especially of that heavenly and divine mind, whereby 
he was prepared for the great and glorious reward await, 
ing him in the kingdom of his Father. 

But without entering farther into the examination of 
what he cannot but think to. be the unkind and illiberal 
remarks, contained in the forementioned publication, 
on these two most eminently useful men, the Rev^ 
Messrs. Wesley and Fletcher, and on the Methodists in 
general ;— ^as a proper contrast to their critique, and a 
confinnation of the observations just made, the editor 
will now take the liberty of laying before the reader the 
judgment passed upon this work, by the conductors of 
two other periodical publications. Although no follow, 
ers of Mr. Wesley, but persons of very different senti- 
ments, as to some important points of Christian doctrine^ 
nevertheless they could not close their eyes to the uncom- 
mon piety, and other exceUencies of the subject of this 
narrative. 

" Whatever difference of opinion," say the editors of 
the Theological and Bibjical Magazine, (see their num^ 
ber for April, 1805,) '^may be entertained respecting 
some important points of doctrine,, which the late Mrw 
fletcher publicly maintained,, we beheve that there is but 
one opinion as to the exalted piety of this eminent Chris*. 
tian% We have perused these memoirs with deep inte.* 
rest, and we hope also not without profit.. His humility;, 
disinterestedness, affection, s^eal, and heavenly miodednesa 
have» perhaps^ been seldom equalled; amd few,, we be- 
hove, will rise from the perusal of the volume before us, 
without being asbiMine^ of their own. unprofitaWbiJiess^ and 
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•deraig the riefaesc^ Divine grace, whiefa were so eztnu 
eodtiiarily manifested to this man of God. While feadn. 
ing this aceottQt of Mr. Fletcher, we frequently called to 
mind the late most amiable Mr. Pearce, of Birmingham, 
whose Life has been written by Mr. Fuller. There 
seems, indeed, to have been a very great resemblance in 
these two characters, both in die ardency of their Chris- 
tian love, their entire devotedness to God, and the con- 
stajit eommunion they held with the Father of spirits. 
We ihave not room f(»> quotations, yet we feel strongiy 
inclined to give a few expressions of his, which indicate 
greadt candour toward those who thought differently from 
idm in some less important particulars of doctrine." After 
producing a passage to this purpose, which the reader 
will find in page 838, <<God foxUd, &c," they add, '< We, 
among many others, differ widely from Mr. Fletcher in some 
points of doctrine, but we cannot withhold our admiration 
of a character so truly lovely and exalted. Mr. Benson 
has performed his part, in collecting the materials for 
this Life of Mr. Fletcher in a very respectable manner." 
The following sentences are transcribed from the 
Eclectic Review for June, 1805, in which this work is con* 
sidered at large — " There have been some, in most ages 
of Christianity, and in most countries where it is professed, 
who have emulated its primitive and genuine excellence. 
Among these exalted few, the subject of the biography 
before us is unquestionably to be raiiked. In whatever 
period he had lived, to whatever department of Christians 
he had belonged, he would have shone in the religious 
hemisphere, as a star of the first magnitude." After 
giving, from the volume, a general outline of his history, 
they J|dd, " We must refer to the narrative of his short 
illness, given by Mrs. Fletcher, and to an ample charac* 
ter of him previously introduced, for a more adequate 
idea of this excellent man than we can attempt to impart. 
It was deemed preferable to give the preceding outline. 
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rather than extracts of the work, as those (parts) which 
describe the more striking scenes of Mr. Fletcher's life have 
formerly been {tinted. Mr. Benson has very judiciously 
connected and completed, either from his own knowledge, 
or authentic documents, the detached accounts which had 
appeared in various publications." After mentioning a 
few passages, by the omission of which, and by the acces- 
sion of Mr. Fletcher's character, a^i a tutor and as a writer, 
the authors of tfaaJSclftctie Review think the volume 
might be amended, they add, << We can cordially recom- 
mend it, in its present state, to serious and candid Chris* 
tians, of every variety of form and sentiment : and it 
would greatly surprise us, should any person of this 
description rise up from the perusal of it, and assert that 
it had not afforded him pleasure and improvement." 

The Editor. 
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THE REV. MR. WESLEY'S PREFACE 
TO THE READER 

No man in England has had so long an acquamtance 
with Mr. Fletchbb as myself. Our acquaintance began 
almost as soon as his arrival in London, /ibout the year 
1752y before he entered into holy order%.or (I believe) 
had any such intention. And it continued ujiinterrupted 
between thirty and forty years, even till it pleased God 
to take him to himself. Nor was ours a sli^t or ordi. 
nary acquaintance ; but we were of one heart and of one 
soul. We had no secrets between us for many years ; 
we did not purposely hide any thing from each other. 
From time to time he consulted me, and I him, on the 
most important occasions* And* he constantly professed, 
not only much esteem, but (what I valued far more) much 
affection. He told me, in one of his letters, (I doubt not 
from his heart,) 

" TeeUm vivere ametn; tecum oheam Ivhens : 
With thee I gladly would both live and die.** 

I therefore think myself obliged, by the strongest ties, 
to pay this small tribute to his memory. But' you may 
easily observe, that in doing this, I am little more than 
a compiler. For I owe a great, if not the greatest part 
of the ensuing tract to a few friends, who have been at 
no small pains in furnishing me with materials : and, 
above all, to my dear friend, (such she has been almost 
from her childhood,) Mrs* Fletcher. I could easily have 
altered both hers and their language, while I retained 
their sentiments. But I was conscious I could not alter 
it for the better: and I would not alter for altering's 
sake : but judged it &irest to give you most of their ac- 
counts very nearly in their own words. 

AxsTEBDAH, September 12, 1786* 



itized by Google 



itized by Google 



THE LIFE 

OFTHS 

REV. JOHN WILLIAM DE LA FLECHERE* 



G«IAPTER I. 

Of his parentage and youth. 

JoHW WiijJAM Db La Flbchese, (this was properly 
his name,) was bom at Nyon in Switzerland, ( Wealetfs 
Idfe of Fhteherj) a town about fifteen miles north of 
Geneva, on September the twelfth, in the year 1729. 
His father was an officer in the Fi«%ch service, tilt he 
left the army in order to nutrry. But after a time, he 
returned to the same line of life, and was a colonel in the 
militia of his own ooimtry. Of this gentleman, whose 
family is one of tiie most respectable in the canton of 
Berne, and a besnch of an earldom of Savoy, Mr. Fletcher 
was the youngest son. -^ 

2. He passed |fae etriy paH: of his life at Nyon, {GU'. 
pin's NoteSf subftined io FUtcker^s P&rirmt of St. Paul,) 
where he soon discovered an elevated turn of mind, ac- 
companied with an unusual degree of vivacity. After 
having made a good proficiency in school learning, he 
was removed wi& his two brothers to Geneva, where he 
was distinguished equally by his superior abilities, and his 
unccMBsmon implication* The two first prizes, for which 
be stood a candtdale^ he carried away from a number of 
competitors, several of whom were, nearly related to the 
professors : and on these occasions he was eompl^ented 
by his supeiiors in a very flatteriug manner. I)uring his 
residence at Geneva, he allowed himself but little time, 
either for recreation, refreshm^t, or rest. After con- 
fining himself closely to his studies all the day, he would 
firequently consume ike greater part of the night in noting 
down whatever had occurred, in the course 'o£, his read- 
ingi^ worthy of ob8ervati<Hi* Here he acquired diat true 
classical taste, which was so frequently and justly ad- 
mired by his intinaite friends, and which all his studied 
plaioness could never conceal. Here also he laid the 

2 
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14 UFS OP HSV. J. FLETCHSB. 

foundation of that extensiye and accurate knowledge, for 
which he was afterward distinguished, both in philoso- 
phical aad theological researches. After quitting Geneva, 
he was sent by his father to Lentzbourg, a small town in 
ti|e Swiss cantons, where he not only acquired the Ger. 
man language, but diligently prosecuted his other studies, 
to which he ever discovered a passionate attachment. 
On his return from this place he continued some time at 
home, studying the Hebrew language, and perfecting his 
acquaintance with mathematical learning. 

8. His early piety was equally remarkable with his 
' early attainments. From his childhood he was ingress- 
ed with a deep sense of the majesty of God, and a constant 
fear of offending him, and manifested great tenderness of 
conscience, as appears by the following instances. One 
day having ofiended his father, who threatened to ccarect 
him, he did not dare to come into his presence, but retired 
into the garden : and when he saw him coming toward 
him, he ran away with all speed. But he was presently 
struck with deep remorse, and said to hiinself, ** Wh«t ! 
do I run away from my father? Peifaaps I shall live to 
have a eon that will run away fiom me /" And it was 
several y^ars before the impression, which he then re- 
ceived, was worn oft*. 

4. Another instance of his tenderness of eonscience 
occurred when he was about seven years of age. He 
was one day reproved by the nursery maid, saying, *^ You 
are a. naughty boy. Do you not know that the devil is 
to take away all naughty children ?" He was no sooner 
in bed, than he began to reflect very deeply upon her 
words. He thought, ^* I am a naughty boy* And how 
do I ki^ow but God may let the devS take me away this 
night." He then got up, feU down upon his knees before 
God, and prayed earnestly for a consubrable time, till he 
felt such a sense oi the Divine love as quieted every fear. 
He then lay down in peace and safety. 

5. Mr. Fletcher's early acquaintance with the Holy 
Scriptures guarded him, on. the one hand, firom the snares 
of infidelity, and preserved him, on Uie other, from many 
of the vices peculiar to youth. His conversation was 
modest, and his whole conduct marked with a degree of 
rectitude not usually to be found in early life. He mani- 
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festedan extraprdinary turn for religious meditatioii i and 
ttiose litfle productions which gained him the greatest 
applause, at diis period, were chiefly of a serious tendency. 
His filial ohedience and brotherly affection were exem. 
plary ; nor is it reibembered that he ever uttered one 
unbecoming expression in either of those characters. He 
was a constant re]Hrover of sin ; and his modest freedom 
in this respect is said once to have offended a mother he 
tenderly loved* While i^e was, on some occasion, ex- 
pressing herself in too warm a manner to one of the 
family, he turned his eye upon her with a goitle reproof. 
She was displeased with the modest reprehension, and 
repaid it with some severity^ which he received with the 
ulmo^ sidMnission, making only the following reply: 
'< When I am smitten on one cheeky and especially by a 
hand I love so well, I am taught to turn the other also," 
This expression was not employed with an air of bravado, 
but witih a look of so much tender affection, that the in- 
dignation of his mother was instantly turned into a look 
of pleasing admiration. 

6. Persons who are designed by the Almighty for emi* 
nent services in his Church are frequently distinguished 
ar^eir youUi, by striking peculiarities, which awaken 
in those around them an expectation of something extra- 
ordinary in their fiiture character. Of this kind was the fol- 
lowing circumstance. Durii^ Mr. Fletcher's residence at 
Geneva, his sister, Madame de Botens, who had taken a 
house in that dty for the oonv^ence of her brothers, 
was visited by a widow lady from Nyon. This lady was 
accompanied by her three sons, who were not the most 
happily disposed, and whose improper conduct, at this 
tkne, provoked her to so uncommon a degree, as to ex- 
tort from her a hasty knprecati<m. Mr. Fletcher, who 
was present upon this occasion, was so struck wiUithe 
unnatural carnage of this exasperated mother, ^t, in- 
stantly starting from his chair, he addressed her in a very 
powerful remonstraiice. He reasoned with her in an 
affecting and pointed manner. He observed and lament- 
ed the ^fficuUies. of her situation ; but entreated her to 
struggle against them with discretion, and not with impa- 
tience. He exhorted her to educate her children in the 
fear of God, and to second such education by her own 
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pious example. After assaring her that her eonduet o& 
the present occaaion had filled lum with tile itfinoat honw, 
and that he could not but tremble for the eouaequenees 
of it ; he concluded his address by alarming her fears, 
lest the imprecation she had uttered should he followed 
by some unexpected family afflictioa* That aame day 
the widowy in her return to Nyon, embarked upon the 
lake, where she was overtaken with a tremendous stonn, 
and brought to the very point of perishing* In the midst 
of her danger, the words of her young propheit, as she ever 
afterward tenned Mr. Fletcher, were deeply impressed 
upon her mind. But diey shortly returned upon her in a 
more forcible manner, wkh the mekacholy intelligence, 
that two of her sons were lost upon thelakoy aad the third 
crushed to death at one of thie gates of Geneva. At this 
time Mr. Fletcher was not more than fourteen years of age. 

7. While Mr. Fletcher was .yet a youtl), his life waft 
sundry times in imminent danger, but was mercifully pre« 
served. One day^ as he informed Mrs. Fletoberr he and 
his elder brother, being about to exercise themselves in 
fencing, had taken re^, instead of wooden swords, with, 
buttons fixed upon the points of. them. His brother 
making a hard push at him, the button upon the point 
of his sword split in two>, 4md the swocd entered Mr. 
Fletcher's side, near his bowels, and gave him so deep 
& wound, that he carried Hie scar of it to his grave. 

At another time, he and his brother went upon the lake 
of Geneva in a little bo9;t, and rowed forward till, being 
ont of sight of land, they* knew not what way they were 
going, nor whether they were approaching or removing 
farther from the shore &om which they had set out. The 
evening now came on, and it was beginning to grow dark, 
and as they were proceeding toward the middle of the 
lake, in all probability they would have, been lost, had it 
not providentially happened, that, in consequence of some 
news arriving in town, the bells began to ring. They 
could but just hear diem» but were soon convinced that 
instead of rowing to land, as they had intended, they had 
been proceeding farther and farther from it* Making 
now toward the quarter from which t^ey perceived the 
sound to come, they found they had just strength enough 
left to reach ^e shim. 
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6. To these accounts of his remariiable preservation 
ipven by himself to Mrs. Fletcher, I shall add some stiQ 
more remari&able, which he gave to Mr. Samuel Webb, of 
London, then residing at Madeley, as related in the short 
Narrative of his Life and Death, published by the Rev. 
Mr. Wesley. " When I was a lad, I had a design to get 
some fruit out of my father's garden. The door being 
locked, I could not get in, but by climbing over the wall. 
This was very high ; but with some difficulty I got to the^ 
top of it. As I was walking upon it, my fodi shpped, and 
I fell down to the bottom. But just where I fell> a large 
quantity of fresh-made mortar was laid. I fell exactly upon 
it. This broke my fall, or it might have cost me my life." 

Again. " Once as I was swinmiing by myself in a deep 
water, one end of a strong ribband which bound my hair, 
getting loose, I know not how, and twisting about my leg, 
tied me as it were neck and heels. I strove with all my 
strength to disengage myself: but it was totio purpose. 
No person being within call, I gave myself up for lost. 
But when I had given over struggling, the ribband loosed 
of itself." 

'^ Another instance of the tender care which God had 
•over me, was as follows : One evening I and four young 
gentlemen, in high spirits, made a solemn agreement with 
each other, to swim next day to a rocky isl^d, five miles 
distant from the shore. But this foolish adventure was 
within a very little of costing us all our lives. I and 
another indeed did with great difficulty and hazard swim 
to the island. But when we came thither, the rock was 
so steep and smooth, that we could not possibly climb 
up. After swimming round several times, and making 
many ineffectual efforts, we thought we must perish there. 
But at length one of us found a place, where he made a 
shift to crawl up. He then helped his companion. The 
others swam about half way, a boat then took them up, 
when they were just sinking. Another boat which we had 
ordered to follow lis, afterward came and took us home." 

9. But the deliverance of which he gave'ui aecount in 
the year 17d0, is yet more wonderful. '<Some years 
since I lived at a place very near the river Rhine. In 
that part it is broader than the Thames at London bridge^ 
an4> extremely rapid. But having been long T)jractiaed 

2* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 XIFX OF BEV. J. FLBTCBSB. 

in swimming, I made no scruple of going into it at any 
time. Only I was always careful to keep near the shore, 
that the stream might not carry me away. Once, how- 
ever, being less careful than us,u*l, I was unawares drawn 
into the raid channel. The' water there was extremely 
rough, and poured along hke a galloping horse. I en- 
deavoured to swim against it, but in vain, till I was hur- 
ried far from home^ When I was almost spent, I rested 
upon my back, and then looked about for a landing place, 
finding I mast either land or sink. With much difficulty 
I got near the shore ) but the locks were so ragged and 
sharp, that I saw, if I attempted to land there, I should be 
torn in pieces. So I was constramed to turn again to the 
mid stream : at last despairing of life, I was cheered by 
the sight of a fine smooth creek, into which I was swiflly 
carried by a violent stream. A building stood directly 
across it, which I did not then know to be a powder mill. 
The last thing I can remember, was the striking of my 
breast against one of the piles whereon it stood. I then 
lost mjT senses, and knew nothing more, till I rose on the 
other side of the mill. When I came to myself I was in 
a calm safe place, perfectly well, without any soreness 
or weariness at all. Nothing was amiss but the distance 
of my clotiies, the stream having driven me five miles 
from the place where I lefl them. Many persons gladly 
welcomed me on shore : one gentleman, in particular, 
who said, * I looked when you went under the mill, and 
again when you rose on the other side. And the tiine of 
your being immcrged among the piles, was exactly 
twenty minutes.'" 

But some will say, " Why this was a miracle !" " Un- 
doubtedly," observes Mr. Wesley, "it wa». It was not 
a natural event ; but a work wrought above the power of 
nature, probably by the ministry of angels." 

10. Afler Mr. Fletcher had gone through the usual 
"course of study at the university of Geneva, it was the 
desire of his parents that he should be a clergyman. 
"And as far as nature can furnish a man," says Mr. Gil- 
pin, "for offices of a sacred kind, perhaps there never 
was a person better qualified to sustain the character of 
a minister of Jei^s Christ, than Mr. Fletcher. His dis- 
position aad habits, his sentiments and studies, his reye- 
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rential aWe of God, his insatiable thirst after truth, and 
his uncommon abhorrence of vice, gave his friends 
abundant reason to apprehend, that he was marked, at an 
early age, for the service of the Church. Contrary, how- 
ever, to all expectation, and contrary to the first designs of 
his family, before he had. arrived to the age of twenty ^ he 
manifested views of a very opposite nature. His theolo- 
gical studies gave place to the systems of Vai.ban end 
Cohom, and he evidently preferred the camp to the 
Church. AH the remonstrances of his friends, on this 
apparent change in his disposition, were totally ineffectual ; 
and, had it not been for repeated disappointments, he 
would have wielded another sword than thaf of the Spirit. 
Happily, his projects for the field were constantly baffled 
and blasted by the appointments of that God who reserved 
him for a more important scene of action. His choice 
of the army is, however, to be imputed rather to princi- 
ple than inclination. On the one hand, he detested the 
irregularities and vices to which a military life would ex- 
pose him : on the other, he dreaded the condemnation he ^ 
might incur, by acquitting himself unfaithfully in the pas- 
toral office. He conceived it abundantly easier to tofl 
for glory in fields of blood, than to labour for God, with 
unwearied perseverance, in the vineyard of the Church. 
He believed himself qualified rather for military opera- 
tions, than for spiritual employments, and the exalted ideas 
he entertained of the holy ministry determined him to 
seek some other profession, more adapted to the weak- 
ness of humanity, and he preferred being an officer in the 
army to all others." 

11. Mr. Fletcher himself, in a letter to the Rev. Mr. 
Wesley, dated November 24, 1756, a few weeks before 
he took orders, partly confirms these observations of Mr. 
Crilpin, and partly assigns an additional reason why he 
then declined the sacred office of the ministry. " From 
the time I first began to feel the love of God," says he, 
** shed abroad in my soul, which was, I think, at seven 
years of age, I resolved to give myself up to him, and to 
the service of his Church, if ever I should be fit for it ; 
but the corruption which is in the world, and that which 
was in my heart, soon weakened, if not erased, those first 
characters which grace had written upon it. However, 
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I went through my studies, with a design of going into 
orders ; but afterward, upon serious reflection, feeling I 
was unequal to so great a burden, and disgusted by the 
necessity I should be under to subscribe the doctrine of 
predestination, I yielded to the desire of those of my 
friends who would have me to go into the army. But 
just before I was quite engaged in a military employment, 
I met with such disappointments as occasioned my com- 
ing to England," Add to this, ikaX he disapproved of the 
motives which had chiefly induced his parents to desire 
him to enter into the ministry. This appears from an 
observation which he made to Mrs. Fletcher one day, 
while he was showing her a piece of painting which he 
had executed when he was about sixteen years of age. 
^' I was then studying fortification," said he, *^with a view 
. to go into, the army. Once, indeed, my friends having 
a prospect of obtaining preferment for me, wanted me 
to go into the Church. But that motive I thought by no 
means right, and therefore still pursued my plan of being 
a soldier." So that, according to his own account, he at 
that time declined the ministry, for three reasons : 1st. Be- 
.^cause he judged himself unqualified for so high and holy 
a calling : 2dly. He scrupled subscribing the doctrine of 
predestination, which, it seems^ he must have done, to 
have taken orders in Switzerland ; and, 3dly. He disap- 
proved of undertaking so sacred an ofiice, as that of 
preaching the Gospel, in order to obtain preferment, or 
with any worldly views whatever. 

12. Not being able to gain the consent of his parents 
to his going into the army, according to Mr. Wesley, ho 
went away to Lisbon. Here, it seems, he gathered a 
iCompany of his own countrymen, accepted of a captain's 
commission, and engaged to serve the king of Portugal, 
'pn board a man of war, which was just then getting ready 
with all speed, in order to sail to Brazil. He then wroto 
to his parents, begging them to send him a considerable 
sum of money. Of this he expected to make a vast 
advantage. But they refused him. Unmoved by this 
he determined to go without it, as soon as the ship sailed. 
But in the morning, the maid waiting on him at breakfast, 
let the tea kettle rail, and so scalded his leg, that he kept 
liis bed for a considerable time after. During that timo 
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the flUp sailed for Brazil. But it was obserredy that the 
ship was heard of no more. 

13. His desire of being an officer in the army, Mr. 
Wesley tells liS, continued afleor he returned from Lisbon. 
And when he was informed, that his uiicle, then a colonel 
in the Dutch servioe, had procured a<cemmission for him, 
he joyftiUy set out for Flanders. But just at that time 
the peace was -concluded; and his uncle dying quickly 
a£ker, his hopes were blasted, and he gave up all thoughts 
of being a soldier. And» being disengaged from all busi. 
nessy he thought it would n6t be mniss, to spend a little 
time in Eagkmd. 

14. Coming to the custom house in London, with some 
other jonag^ gentlemen, ii<me of whom could speak any 
English, they were treated with the utmost surliness and 
ill maimers by some brutish custom-house officers. These 
not cmly took out, and' jumbled together, all the things 
that were in their portmanteaus, but took aw&y their let- 
ters of recommendation,, telling them, '' All letters must 
be sent by the post." It is justly observed by Mr. Wes« 
ley, that "they arc such saucy and ill-mannered wretches 
as these who bring up an evil report on our nation. Britons 
might well be styled HospiUbus feri^ if titiey were all like 
these vermia^" 

15. From hence they went to an inn ; but here they 
^ere under ano&erdiiffiettity. As they spoke no English 
they could not teSl how to exchange thei^ foreign into 
English mooey; till Mr. Fletcher, going to the door, 
heard a well-dresfied Jew talking French. He told him 
the difficulty they were under with regard to the exchange 
of money. The Jew replied, " Give me your money, and 
I will get it changed in £ve minutes." Mr. Fletcher without 
delay g9ve him his purse, in which were ninety pounds. 
As soon as^e came back to his company, he told diem what 
he had doae» They all cried out with one v<^ce, " Then 

.your money is goae. You need never expect to see a 
crown OB a doit of it any more. Men are constantly 
waiting about the doors of these inns, on purpose to take 
in young strangers." Seeing no remedy, no way to help 
himself, he could only conrmiend his cause to God. And 
that was enough. Before they had done breakfast, in 
came the Jew, and brought him the whole naoney. 
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16. Inquiriiig for a person who was proper to perfect 
him in th« EngUsh tongue, (the radiments of which he 
had begun to learn before he lefl Geneva,) he was recom- 
mended to Mr. Botchell, who then kept a boarding sehooi 
at South Mimme, in Hertfordshire. And when Mr. Bu^< 
chell removed to Hatfield, he chose to remove with hnyi* 
All the tio^ he was both at South Mimms «nd at Hatfiejki, 
he was of jperious and reserved behaviour ; very dtficnr^nt 
from t]jM ^f the other young gentlemen, who were hiii 
fellow Wndents. Here he Suigently studied both the 
English language, and all the branches of polite litet:a- 
ture. Meantime his easy and genteel behaviour, togedier . 
i^h his eminent sweetness of temper, gained him the 
esteem as well as the afiectioit-of cdA fhat-ccnveised ^ilh 
him. He frequently visited some of the first families in 
Hatfield, who were all fond of his conversation : so lively 
and ingenious, at the same time, evidencing both the 
gentleman and the scholar: All this time he had the fear 
of God deeply rooted in his heart. But he had none to 
take him by the hand and lead him forwai^ in the ways 
of God. He stayed with Mr. Burchell about eighteen 
months, who loved him as his own son. 

17. Afterward one Mr. ]>ecain^8, a French minister, 
to whom he had been recommended, procured him the 
place of tutor to the two sons of Thomas Hill, esquire, at 
Temhall, in Shropshire. In the year 1752, he removed 
into Mr. Hill's family, and entered upon the important 
province of instructing, the young gentlemen. He still 
feared God, but had not yet an experimental sense of his 
love. Nor was he convinced of his own fallen state, till 
one Sunday eveniz^ a* servant eame in to make up his 
fire, while he was writing some music, who, loolpo^ at 
him with serious eoncem, said, <' Sir, I am sorry to see 
you so employed on the Lord's day." At first, iiis pride 
was alarmed, and his resentment moved at being reproved 
by a servant. But upon reflection, he felt the reproof, 
was just. He immediately put away his music, and 
from that very hour became a strict observer of the 
Lord's day. 

18. " I have heard," says Mr. Wesley, " two very 
different accounts of the manner wherein he had the first 
notice of the people called Methodists. But I think it 



itized by Google 



xsn OS BBir. j. vlbtcvxb. 29 

reasonable to pirefer to any <^er, that which I reeeiTed 
from his own iflouth. This was as follows :^- 

"When Mr. Hill went to London to fittend the par- 
liament, he took his family and Mr. Fletcher with nim. 
While ^ey stopped at St. Albans, be walked out into the 
lown^ and did not return till they. were set out for London. 
A horse be:^ left for him, he rode after, and overtook 
them in the evening. Mr. Hill asking him why he stayed 
behind ? He said, ' As I was walking, I met with a poor 
old woman, who talked so sweetly of Jesus Christ, that I 
knew not how the time passed away.' < I shall wonder,' 
said Mrs. H* ^ if our tutor does not turn Methodist by and 
by.' * Methodist, madam,' said he, * pray what is that V 
She replied, ' Why, the .Methodists are a people that do 
nothkig but pray.: tiiey are praying all day and all night.' 
* Are tiiey V said he, * then, by the help of God, I will find 
them out if they be aboye ground.' He did find them 
out not long after, and was admitted into the society. 
And from this time, whenoTor he was in town, he met in 
Mr. Richard Edwards's class. This he found so pro^table 
to his soul, that he lost no opportunity of meeting. And 
he retained a peculiar regard for Mr. Edwards, till the 
day of his deaUi." 



CHAPTER II. 
Of his Canverritm. 

1. NoTwiTHSTANDiNo the early appearance of piety 
in Mr. Fletcher, it is evident that be continued, for a long 
time, a perfect stranger to the true nature of Christianity. 
He was naturally of a high and ambitious turn, though his 
ambition was sufficiently refined for religious as well as 
scientific pursuits. He aspired after rectitude, and was 
anxious to possess every mojeal perfection. He counted 
much upon the dignity of human nature, and was ambi- 
tious to act in a manner becoming his exalted ideas of 
that dignity. And here he outstripped the multitude in 
an uncommon degree. He was rigidly just in his deal- 
ings, and inflexibly true to his word; he was a strict 
observer of his several duties in every relation of lile^ his 
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sentmieiits were liberal, aad iiis diarify prolbfle ; he was 
prudent in his conduct, tuid courteous in his deportment ; 
he was a diligent inquirer afier truth, and a strenuous 
advocate for virtue ; he was frequent in sacred medita- 
tions, and waa a regular attendant at public worship. 
Possessed of so many moral accomplishinents/ while he 
was admired by his friends, it is no wonder Chat he should 
cast a look of self-complacency upon his character, and 
consider himself, with respect to his attainments in virtue, 
abundantly superior to the cotnmon herd of mankind. 
But while he was taken up in ccmgratulating himself 
upon his own fancied eminence in piety, he was an abso- 
lute stranger to that unfeigned sorrow for sin, which is 
the first step toward the kingd(Hn of God. It was not till 
after he had resided some time in England, that he be** 
came experimentally acquainted with the nature of true 
repentance. This, according to Mrs.' Fletcher's accemnt, 
was in the following manner :-** 

2« Meeting with a person who asked him to go and 
hear the MeSiodists ; he readily consented, and from that 
time became more and more conscious that a change of 
heart was necessary to make htm happy. He now began 
to strive with the utmost diligence, according to the light 
he had, hoping, by doing much^ to render himself accept- 
able to God. But one day hearing a sermon preached 
by a clergyman whose name was Green, he was con- 
vinced he did not understand the nature of saving faith. 
This conviction caused many reflections to arise ih his 
mind. << Is it possible," thought he, " that I, who have 
always been accounted so religious, who have made divi- 
nity my study, and received the premium of piety (so 
called) from the university for my writings on divine 
subjects, — ^is it possible, that I should yet be so ignorant 
as not to know what faith is ?" But the more he ex* 
amined himself, and considered the ssbjeet, the more he 
was convinced of the momentous truth. And beginning 
also to see his smfulness and guilt, and the entire cor- 
ruption and depravity of his whole nature, his hope of 
bemg able to reconcile himself to God by his own works 
began to die away. He sought, however, by the m<^ 
rigorous austerities to conquer this evil nature, and bring 
into bis soul a heav^n-bom peace. But alas ! the more 
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he strove, the more he saw and felt that all his soul was 
sin. And now he was entirely at a loss what to do, be- 
ing conscious of his danger, and seeing no way to escape, 
till at last he discovered that nothing, except a revelation 
of the Lord Jesus to his heart, could make him a true 
believer. 

8. Bufc a few pages transcribed from a diary, written 
by his own hand, when he was about twenty-five years 
of age, will give the reader the best information on this 
subject. 

" The 12th of January, 1765, 1 received the sacrament, 
though my heart was as hard as a flint. The following 
day, I felt the tyranny of sin more than ever, and an 
uncommon coldness in all religious duties. I felt the 
burden of my corruptions heavier than ever ; there was 
no rest in my flesh. I called upon the Lord, but with 
such heaviness as made me fear it was lost labour The 
more I prayed for victory over sin, the more I was con- 
quered. Many a time did I take up the Bible to seek 
comfort, but not being able to read, I shut it again. The 
thoughts which engrossed my mind were generally these : 
I am undone. I have wandered from God more than 
ever. I have trampled under foot the frequent convic- 
tions which God was pleased to work in my heart. In- 
stead of going straight to Christ, I have wasted my time 
in fighting against sin with the dim light of my reason, 
and the mere use of the means of grace ; as if the means 
would do me good without the blessing and power of God. 
I fear my knowledge of Christ is oioly spechlative, and 
does not reach my heart. I never had faith ; and with- 
out faith it is impossible to please God. Therefore, all 
my thoughts, words, and works, however specious before 
men, are utterly sinful before God. And if I am not 
washed and renewed before I go hence, I am lost to all 
eternity. 

4. *' When I saw that all my endeavours availed nothing 
toward conquering sin, I almost gave up all hope, and 
resolved to sin on, and go to hell. But I remember there 
was a sort of sweetness even in the midst of these abomi- 
nable thoughts. If I go to hell, said I, I will serve God 
there : and since I cannot be an instance of his mercy in 
heavfn, I will be a monument of his justice in hell : and 
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if I show ibrA his glory one way or tlie other, I am eon* 
tent. But I soon recovered my ground. I thought Chrui 
ikedfw ALL, therefore he died for me. He died to pluck 
such sinners as I am as hrands out of the burning. And 
as I sincerely desire to be his, he y^iH surely take me to 
himself: — ^he will surely let me know, before I die, that 
he hath died for me, and will break asunder these chains 
wherewith I am bound. If he leave me for a little while 
in this dreadful state, it is only to show me the depth of 
the misery he will draw me out of. I must then humble 
myself under his mighty hand, and he will lift me up in 
his appointed time. But then I thought, this, perhaps, 
may not be till my dying hour — and must I sin on till 
then? How can I endure this? But I thought again, my 
Saviour was above thiity-tbree years working out my 
salvation ; let me wait for him as long, and then I may 
have some excuse for my impatience. Does God owe 
me any thing ? Is he bound to time and place ? Do I 
deserve any thing at his hands but damnation ? I would 
here observe, that anger in particular seemed to be <me 
of the sins I could never overcome. So I went on, sin- 
jiing and repenting, and sinning again ; but still calling 
on God's mercy through Christ. 

5. <' I was now beat out of all my strong holds. I felt 
tny helplessness, and lay at the feet of Christ. I cried, 
though coldly f yet I believe sineerdpy ^Save me. Lord, 
as a brand snatched out of the fire ; give me justifying 
faith in thy blood; cleanse me from my sins; for the 
devil will surely reign over me, until thou shalt take me 
into thy hand. I shall oi^y be an instrument in his hand 
to work wickedfiess, imtil thou shalt stretch forth thine 
ymighty arm, emd save thy lost creature by free unme- 
rited grace.' I seldom went to private prayer, but this 
thought came into my mind :— This may be the happy 
hour when thou wilt prevail with God; but still I was 
disappointed. I -ctitA to God ;.1but my heart was so hard, 
that I feared it did not go with my lips. I strove, but it 
was so coldly, that oflen I had fito of drowsiness even in 
my prayers. When overcome with heaviness, I went to 
bed, beseeching God to spare me till next day, that I 
might renew my wrestling with him till I should prevail. 

6. ** On Sunday the 19th, in the evemng, I heard aa 
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«xcelient seimoii on these words, < Being justified hy 
fiodk, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Chrbt.' I heard it attentively, but ray heart was not 
moved in the least ; I was only still more connnced thai 
I was an unbeliever, that I was not justified by faith, and 
that till I was, I should never have peace with God. Hie 
hynm after the sermon suited the subject ; but I could not 
join in singing it. So I sat mourning, while others rejoiced 
in God their Saviour. I went home, still resolving to 
wrestle with the Lord like Jacob, till I should become a 
prevailing Israel. 

<* I begged of God, the following day, to show me the 
wickedness of my heart, and to fit me for his pardoning 
mercy. I besought him to increase my convictions, for 
I was afiraid I did not mourn enough for my sins. But I 
found relief in Mr. Wesley's Journal, where I learned 
that we should not build on what we feel ; but go to Christ 
widi all our sins, and all our hardness of heart. On the 
21st, I began to write part of what filled my heart, namely, 
a confession of my sins, misery, and helplessness, to* 
gether with a resolution to seek Christ, even unto death. 
But my business caUing me away, I had no heart to 
resume the subject. In the evening I read the Scriptures, 
and found a sort of pleasure in seeing a picture of my 
wickedness so exactly drawn in the thud chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans, and that of my condition in the 
seventh. And now I feh some hope, that God would 
carry on in me the work he had begun. 

^^ I often wished to be acquainted with some one who 
had been just in my state, and resolved to seek for one to 
whom I might unbosom my whole soul, and apply for 
advice. As I had heard that mourners smnetimes found 
comfort in reading over any particular text of Scripture 
they <^ened upon, I opened the Bible once, for diat pur- 

r»e ; but I found nothing that gave me comfort, and so 
did it no more, for fear of tempting Grod. 
7. '< Thursday, my fast day, Satan beset me hard ; I 
sinned, and grievously too. And now I almost gave up 
all hope. I mourned deeply, but with a heart as havd as 
ever. I was on the brink of despair,, and continued, never- 
UielesSt to fall into sin, asoftes as I was assaulted with 
lemptatioii. But I must observe, tiiat all this widle. 
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though I had a clear sense of my wickedness ; and <if 
what I deserved ; and though I oflen thought that heU . 
would he my portion, if God did not soon pity me, yet I 
never was much afraid of it. Whether this was owing 
to a secret hope lodged in my mind, or to hardness of 
heart, I know not ; hut I was continually crying out, 

* What stupidity ! I see myself hanging as by a thread 
over hell ! and yet I am not afraid— but sin on ! O what 
is man without the grace of God ! a very devil in wicked- 
ness, though inferior to him in experience and power.' 
In the evening I went to a friend, and told him something 
of my present state ; he endeavoured to administer com- 
fort, but it did not suit my case ; there is no peace to a 
sinner unless it come from above. When we parted, he 
gave me some advice which suited my condition better ; 

* God (said he) is merciful ; God loves you ; and if he 
deny you any thing, it is for your good; you deserve 
nothing at his hands ; wait then patiently for him, and 
never give up your hope.' I went home resolved to fol- 
low his advice, though I should stay till death. 

8. " I had purposed to receive the Lord's Supper the 
following Sunday ; I therefore returned to my room, and 
looked out a sacramental hymn. I learned it by heart, 
and prayed it over many times, sometimes with heavi« 
ness enough, at others with some devotion, intending to 
repeat it' at the table. I then went to bed, commen&ig 
myself to God with rather more hope and peace than I 
had felt for some time. But Satan waked while I slept. 
I dreamed I had committed grievous and abominable sins : 
I Awcike amazed and confounded, and rising with a de- 
testation of l^e corruption of my senses and imagination, 
I fell upon my knees, and prayed with more faith and 
less wanderings than usual ; and afterward went about 
my business with an uncommon cheerfulness. It was 
not long before I was tempted by my besetting sin, but 
found myself a new creature. My soul was not even 
ruffled. I took not much notice of it at fiist ; but having 
withstood two or three temptations, and feeling peace in 
my soul, through the whole of them, I began to think it 
was the Lord's doing. Afterward it was suggested to 
me, that it was great presumption for such a sinner to 
hope for so great a mercy. . However, I prayed I might 
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Hoi be ponmlled to fall into a delusioii ^ but the more I 
prayed, the more I saw it ims real* For though sin 
stirred all the day long, I always overcame it in the name 
of the Lord. 

9. " In the evening I read the experiences of some of 
God^s children, and found my case agreed with theirs, 
and suited the sermon I had heard on justifying faith ; so 
that my hope increased. I entreated the Lord to do to 
his servant aecordmg to his mercy, and take all the 
glory to himself. I prayed earnestly and with an humble 
assurance, though without great emotions of joy, that I 
might have dominion over sin, and peace with God ; not 
doubting but that joy and a full assurance of faith would 
be impelled to me in God's good time. I continued call- 
ing upon the Lord for an increase of faith ; for still I fek 
some fear of being in a delusion : and having continued 
my supplication till near one in the morning, I tiben opened 
my Bible on these words, Paa. Iv, 22, ' Cast thy burden 
on the Lord, and he shall sustain thee ; he will not suffer 
the righteous to be moved.' Filled with joy, I fell again 
on my knees to beg of God that I might always cast my 
burden upon him. I took up my Bible again, and opened 
it on these words, Deut. xxxi, * I will be with thee, I will 
not fail thee, neither forsake thee ; fear not, neither be 
dismayed.' My hope was now greatly mcreased; I 
thought I saw myself conqueror over sin, hell, smd all . 
maaner of auction, . 

^< With this comfortable pionuse I shut up my Bible, 
beu% now perfectly satisfied. As I i^ut it, I cast mf 
eye on that word, 'Whatsoever you shall itsk in my 
XHKne, I will do it»' So having asked grace of God 
to serve him till deaith, I went cheerfully to take my 
rest." 

10. 0o far we have Mvw Fletcher's aeeount, written 
with his own hand. To this I add what Mrs. Fletcher 
sa^s she heard him speak conceniing his experience «t 
this time, viz. thai he stMl eontinned to plead with the 
Lord te take more fell possesion of his heart, and sought 
with unwearied assiduity to receive a brighter mamfesta. 
tion of God's love to his^soml : till one day, as he was in 
earnest prayer, lying prostrate on his face before the 
Loid, he had a view, by faith, of our Saviour hanging 
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and ll^leeding on the cross, and at the sam^ time, diese 
words were applied with power to his heart :— *- 

^< Seized hj the rage of sinful men, 
I see ChrifBt bound, and bruised, and slain : 

'Tis done, the martyr dies ! 
His life to ransom ours, is given. 
And lo ! the fiercest fire of heaven 
^ Consumes the sacrifice. 

'* He suffers both from men and God, 
He bears the universal load 

Of guilt and misery ! 
Bk suffers to revene our doom, 
And lo, my Lord ia here become 
The bread of life to me I" 

Now all his bcnids were broken : he breathed a purer 
air, and was able to say with confidence, <* The life I 
now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me." By means ef 
this faith his soul was freed, and sin was put under his 
feet. Knowing in whom he had believed, he could triumph 
in the Lord, and praise the God of his salvation. 

11. About this time Mr. Fletcher addressed an epistle 
to his bjcother, in which he gives a farther description of 
the chuige that had taken place in his own mind, in the 
following words : — 

" I speak from experience. I have been successively 
deluded by all those desires, which I here so sincerely 
reprobate ; and sometimes I havQ been the sport of them 
all at once. This will appear incredible, except to those 
who have discovered, that the heart of unregenerate man 
is^ nothing more than a chaos of obscurity, and a mass of 
contradictions. If you have any acquaintimce with yoiur*' 
self, you will readily subscribe to this description of the 
human heart : and if you are without this acquaintance, 
then rest assured, my dear brother) that whatever your 
pursuit may be, you are as far from true happiness, as 
the. most wretched of men* The meteor you are follow* 
ing still flies before y<»Ur; j&^quentiy it disappwurs, and 
never shows itself but to allure you to the brink of some 
unlooked-for precipice. 

(« Every unconverted man must necessaiily come under 
one or other of the following descriptions : he is either a 
polviphMry^ a warldly'min^ fer^on, or a PhariHdeal 
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pkUofopher ; or, perhaps, like myself^ he may be M of 
these at the same time : and, what is still more extraor. 
dinary, he may he so, not only without bdietnngy but 
even without once stispecting it. Indeed, ncrthing is more 
common among men, than an entire blindness to their 
own real characters. How long have I placed my hiqp. 
piness in mere chimeras ! How ofteni^ have I grounded 
my vain hopes upon imaginary foundations ? I have been 
constantly employed in framing designs for my own feli. 
city ; but my disappointments bsve been as fre<|iient and 
various as my projects^ In the midst of my idle reveries, 
how often have I said to myaelf, ' Drag thy weary feet 
but to the sunrniit of yonder eminence, a situation beyond, 
which the worid has nothing to present more adequate to 
thy. wishes, and there thou shalt sit down in a state of re* 
pose.' On my arrival, however, at the spot proposed, a 
sad discovery has taken place: — the whole scene has 
appeared more barren than the valley I had quitted ; and 
the point of happiness, which I lately«4magined it possi- 
ble to have touched with my finger, has presented itself 
at a greater distance than ever. 

" If hitherto, my dear brother, you have beguiled your- 
self with, prospects of the same visionary nature, never 
expect to be more successful in your future pursuits. 
One labour will only succeed another, making way for 
continual discontent and chagrin. Open your heart, and 
there you will discover the soitrce of that painful inquie- 
tude, to which, by your own confession, you have been 
long a prey. Examine its secret recesses, and you will 
discover there sufficient proo& of the following truths, — 
The heart is deceitful aiidve all tkingSy and desperately 
wicked* All ha»e sinned and came short of the glory of 
God* The thoughts of man^s heart are enfy eoUy and tMt 
cowtiniuuMy. The natural man underskmdeth not ike things 
of the Spirit of Crod. On the discovery of these and other 
impoitftnt truths, you will be convinced that man is an 
apostate being, composed of a sfiaisual, rebellious body, 
and a soul immersed in pride, self-love, and ignorance : 
nay more, you will perceive it a physical impossibility, 
that muQ should ever become truly happy, till he is 
east, as it were, into a new mould, and created a 
fleciwd tame. 



itized by Google 



S2 unow Biv. J. njnrcHBS. 

^^ For my own part, when I first began to know m^rself, 
I saw, Ifdt that man is an undefinable animal, partly of 
a bestial, and paitly of an infernal nature. This dis- 
covery shocked my self-love, and filled me with the ut- 
most horror. I endeavoured, for some time, to throw a 
palliating disguise over the wretchedness of my condi- 
tion ; but the impression it had already made upon my 
heart was too deep to be erased* It was to no purpose 
that I reminded myself of the morality of my conduct. It 
was in vain that I recollected the many encomiums that 
had been passed upon my early piety and virtue. And 
it was to little avail, that I sought to cast a wksA before 
my eyes by reasonings like these — ^if conversion impties 
a total change, who has been converted in these days? 
Why dost thou imagine thyself worse than thou really 
art ? Thou art a believer in God, and in l^hrist : thou 
art a Christian : thou hast injured no person : thou art 
neither a drunkard nor an adulterer : thou hast c&scharg- 
©d thy duties, not only in a general way, but with more 
than ordinary exactness : thou art a strict attendant at 
church : thou art accustomed to pray more regularly than 
others, and frequently with a good degree of fervour. 
Make thyself perfectly easy. Moreover, Jesus Christ has 
suffered for thy sins, and his merit will supply every thing 
that is lacking on thy part. 

" It was by reasonings of this nature that I endeavour- 
ed to conceal from myself the deplorable state of my 
heart : and I am ashamed, my dear brother ; I repeat it, 
I am ashamed, that I sufiered myself so long to be de- 
luded by the artifices of Satan, and the devices of my 
own heart. God himself has invited me, a cloud of apos- 
tles, j^rophets, and martyrs, have exhorted me, and my 
conscience, animated by those ^aiks of grace which are 
latent in every breast, has urged me to enter in at the 
strait gate, but notwithstanding all this, a subtle tempter, 
la deluding world, and a deceived heart, bave censtaaitly 
turned the balance, finr above these twenty years, in 
fkvoor of the broad way. I have passed the most lovely 
part oi n^y life in the service of these tyrannical mastem, 
and am ready to declare, in the fkce of the universe, that 
all my reward has consisted in disquietude and remorse. 
Happy had I been if I had listened to the earnest invji- 
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tadons of grace, and broken their iron yoke from, off 
my neck !" 

12* From this time his hopes and fears, his desires and 
pursuits, were totally changed. {GUpin^s Notes*) From 
the heights of self-exaltation, he sunk into the depths of 
self.abhorrence : and from shining in the foremost ranks 
of the virtuous, he placed himself on a level with the 
chief of smners. Conviction made way for unfeigned 
repentance, and repentance laid a solid foundation for 
Christian piety. His sorrow for mn was succeeded by a 
consciousness of the Almighty's favour, and the pangs of 
remorse gave way to the joys of remission. Believing 
on Jesus, as the Scripture hath said, he found in him a 
well of consolation springing up into everlasting life* 
All his wanderings were, at once, happily terminated, 
his doubts were removed, his tears were dried up, and he 
began to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. His con- 
version was not imaginary, but real. It not only influ. 
enced his sentiments, but extended to his conduct. Whom 
he had found a Saviour, he determined to follow as a 
guide : and so unalterable was this determination, that 
firom the very hour in which it was formed, it is not 
known that he ever cast a wishful look behind him. A 
cloud of witnesses are ready to testify, that from his earliest 
acquaintance with the truths of the Gospel, he continued to 
walk worthy of his high vocation, growing in grace^ and 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviuor in all things. 

13. From this period of his life he became truly ex- 
emplary for Christian piety. He wsdked cheerfully, as 
well a& valiantly, in the ways of God. He closely fol- 
lowed hid Master, denying himself, and taking up his cross 
daily. And thinking he had not leisure in the day for 
the great work which he had in hand, he made it an in- 
variable rule'to sit up two whole nights in a week. These 
he dedicated to reading, meditation, and prayer, in order 
to enter more deeply into that communion with the Father 
and the Son, which was his deUght. Meantime he lived 
entirely on vegetable food, and for some time on bread, 
with milk and water. Indeed one reason of his doing 
this was, that being threatened with a consumption in his 
early days, he had been advised by a physician to live oil 
vegetables, and he now the more readily complied with 
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ike advice, beeauae, by this mean, he avoided dining with 
the company at Mr. HUl's table. Mrs. Fletcher observes, 
that beside watching the two whole nights every week. 
Just mentimied, his custom was never to sleep till he could 
no longer keep awake, and that thereibre he always took 
a candle and book walh him to bed. This imprudence 
had once almost cost him his life, if the calamity had 
stopped there, which it is probable it would not. For one 
night, being overcome with sleep before he put out his 
candle, he dreamed that his curtain, pillow, and cap, were 
all on fire, but went out without doing him any harm. 
And truly so it was. For in the morning the curtain, pillow, 
and part of his cap, as also of the hymn book, in which he 
had been reading, were found burned. The hymn book, 
in part burned, Mrs. Fletcher has in her possession now. 
Not a hair, however, of his head was singed. A wonderful 
proof this, indeed, of God's care of his people, and that 
his angel encampeth round about them that fear him. 

" None can doubt," as Mr. Wesley observes, "whether 
theM austerities were well intended. But it seems they 
were not well judged. It is probable they gave the first 
wound to an excellent constitution, and laid the founda- 
tion of many infirmities, which nothing but death could 
cure." Indeed he seems afterward to have been fully 
apprized of his error in thia respect, remarking once to 
Mrs. Fletcher, when conversing with her about mortifica- 
tion, that if he had that time to spend again, he would not 
act in the same manner either with regard to meat or 
sleep. " I have sometimes observed,'* added he, " that 
when the body is brought low, Satan gains an advantage 
over the soul. It is certainly our duty to take all the 
care we can of our health. But, at that time, I did not 
seem to feel the want of the sleep I deprived myself of.^ 



CHAPTER III. 

From his conversion to his taking orders, and entering 
upon the vjork of the ministry. 

1. It was not long after he had himself ^eft the pmoers 
of the world to come, that he was pressed in spirit to ex. 
hort othera to seek after the san^e blessing. And he was 
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the more strongly exeited to this, by seeing dM world all 
around him lying in wickedness. Being deeply sensible 
of Uie goodness of God on the one hand, and of the misery 
of mankind on the other, he found an earnest longing 
'* To plack poor brands out of the fire. 
To snatch them from the verge of hell." 

This he began to do a considerable time before he was 
admitted into holy orders. And even his first labours of 
love were far from being in vain. For though he was by 
no means perfect in the English tongue, particularly with 
regard to the pronunciation of it; yet the earnestness 
with which he spoke, (seldom to be found in English 
preachers,) and the unspeakably tender affection to the 
poor, undone sinners, which breathed in every word and 
gesture, drew multitudes of people to hear him : and by 
3ie blessing of God, his woixi made so deep an impres- 
sion on their hearts, that very few went empty away. 

2. From this time, till he took the direct care of souls, 
he used to be in London during the sitting of the parlia- 
ment, and the rest of the year at Tern-hall, (as it was then 
calledy^ instructing the young gentlemen. Every Sun- 
day, wnen in the country, he attended the parish church 
at Atcham. But when the service was ended, instead of 
going home in the coach, which was always ready, he 
usually took a solitary walk by the Severn side, and spent 
some time in meditation and prayer. A pious domestic 
of Mr. Hill, having frequently observed him, one Sunday 
desired leave to walk with him, which he constantly did 
from that time. The account which he (Mr. Vaughan 
lately living in London) gave of Mr. Fletcher, when Mr. 
Wesley's edition of his life was published, is as follows : 
^* It was our ordinary custom, when the Ohuroh service 
was over, to retire into the most lonely fields or meadows, 
where we frequently either kneeled down, or prostrated 
ourselves upon the ground. At those happy seasons I 
was a witness of such pleadings and wrestlings with God, 
such exercises of &.ith and love, as I have not known in 
any one ever since. The consolatiims which we then 
received from God, induced us to appoint two or three 
nights in the week, when we duly met, afler his puf»ls 
were asleep. We met also constantly on Sundays, be- 
tween four and five in the morning. Sometimes I stepped 
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into his study oh other days. I larely saw any book bo* 
fore him, beside the Bihle and Christian Pattern. And 
he was seldom in any other company, unless when neces. 
sary business required, beside that of the unworthy writer 
of this paper. 

3. " When he was in the country, he used to visit an 
officer of excise at Atcham to be instructed in singing. 
On my desiring him to give me some account of what he 
recollected concerning Mr. Fletcher, he answered thus : 
* As to that man of God, Mr. Fletcher, it is but little that 
I remember of him ; it being above nine and twenty years 
since the last time I saw him. But this I well remember, 
his conversation with me was always sweet and savoury* 
He was too wise to suffer any of his precious moments to 
be trifled away. When there was company to dine at 
Mr. Hill's, he frequently retired into the garden, and con- 
tentedly dined on a piece of bread, and a few bunches 
of currants. Indeed, in his whole manner of living, he 
was a pattern of abstemiousness. Meantime, how great 
was his sweetness of temper and heavenly mindedness ! 
I never saw it equalled in any one. How. often, when I 
parted with him at Tern-hall, have his eyes and hands 
been Ufted up to heaven, to implore a blessing upon me, 
with fervour and devoutness unequalled by any I ever 
saw ! I firmly believe he has not left in this land, or per- 
haps in any other, one luminary like himself. I conclude, 
wishing this light may be so held up, that many may see 
the glory thereof, and be transformed into its likeness. 
May you and I, and all that love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
be partakers of that holiness, which was so conspicuous 
in him !' 

4. " Our interviews for singing and conversation, (con- 
•&uies Mr. Yaughan, who was often present on these occa- 
sions,) were seldom concluded without prayer; in which 
we were frequently joined by her who is now my wife, 
(then a servant in the family,) as likewise by a poor 
widow in the village, who had also known the power of 
God unto 4a«Ivation, and who died some years since, 
praising God with her latest breath. These were the 
only persons in the country, whom he chose for his fami- 
liar friends. But he sometimes walked over to Shrews- 
bury, to see Mrs* Glynne, or Mr. Appleton : (who likewise 
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now rests from his labours, after having many years 
adorned the Gospel.) He also visited any of the poor in 
the n^hbourhoody that were upon sick beds ; and when 
no other person could be procured, performed even the 
meanest offices for them*" 

5. About this time his father died, as appears by the 
following letter, addressed to Mr. Richard Edwards of 
London, to whose care, as a leader, he was committed, 
when he wcus first received into the Methodist society ih 
London. It is dated Tern, October 19, 1756. 

^< Dbabest Brothbs, — ^This is to let you know, that 
(praised be the Lord) I am very well in body, and pretty 
well in soul : — but I have very few friends here, and 
God has been pleased to take away the chief of those few 
by a most comfortable . dea,th. And lately I heard thai 
my aged father is gone the way of all flesh : but the glo- 
rious circumstances of his death make me ample amends 
for the sorrow which I felt. For some years I have 
written to him with as much freedom as I could have done 
to a son, though not with so much effect as I wished. 
But last spring God visited him with a severe illness, 
which brought him to a sense of himself. And after a 
deep repentance, he died about a month ago in the full 
assurance of faith. This has put several of my friends 
on. thinking sferiously, whiph affords me great cause of 
thankfulness. I am your unworthy brother and servant 
in the Lord, 

"John Fletchbb." 

6. During the early part of his residence in England, 
it is uncertain whether be entertained any thoughts of 
entering into holy orders, though he diligently prosecuted 
those stodies which are generally regarded as preparatory 
to such a step. It is moiEit probable that he nad formed 
no design of this nature, till this, the second year of his 
continucmce at Tern-hall, in Shropshire ; when he became 
acquainted wiiik the power of true religion, and expe* 
rienced that important change of heart, which has been 
before described. Receiving at that time an inestimable 
talent from the hand of God, he resolved, hke a wise and 
faithful servant, to neglect nothing that might conduce to 
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the due improveinent of it ; and from that period it be^ 
oame liis grand inquiry, What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all the benefits that he hath done unto me! No 
service appeared too laborious to be undertaken, nor any 
sacrifice too valuable to be offered in return, for the signtd 
favours conferred upon him. 

7. But what service could he render, or what sacrifice 
could he offer, that might be acceptable to the God who 
had done so great things for him ? The holy ministry, 
indeed, appeared to open before him a passage to the 
most important labours; and an entire consecration o^ 
his united powers to this momentous work, he considered 
as the richest oblation he could make to the Father of 
mercies. But a variety of fears respecting his own un- 
worthiness, prevented him from immediately offering this 
sacrifice, or hastily entering upon this work. He tremUed 
at the idea of running before he was sent, and dreaded 
engaging m a warfare at his own cost. He believed 
himself unfurnished for the duties of the office to whiclr 
he aspired. And though he considered ^e inclination of 
his heart as an internal call to the service of the Church, 
yet he judged it necessary to tarry till that call should be 
confirmed, if not by some jprovidential opening, at least 
by the approbation of his Christian friends. 

8. The Rev. Mr. Wesley was one, whom, among 
others, he consulted on this occasion. To h&n he now 
addressed the following letter : — 

« Tent, N(m. 24, 1756. 
<* Rev. Sib,— As I look upon you as my spiritual guide, 
and cannot doubt of youir patience to hear, and your 
experience to answer % question proposed by one of your 
people, I freely lay my case before you. since I came 
to England I have been called outwardly three times to 
go into orders ; but upon pmying to God, that if those . 
calls were not from him, they might come to nothing, ^ 
something always blasted tihe designs of my friends ; and * 
in this I have often admired- the goodness of Crod, who 
prevented my rushing into that importac^ employment, as 
the horse into the battle. I never was so thcmk^il for 
this favour, as I have been dnee I heard the Gospel in 
it| purity. Before I was afraid, but now I trenMed U> 
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tn^ddBe with holy things ; and resolved to woriL out my 
salvation privately, without engaging in a way of life, 
which required so much more grace and gifls than I was 
conscious I possessed. Yet firom time to time I feU 
warm and strong desires to cast myself and my inahility 
€m the Xord, if I should be called any more, knowing that 
he could help me, and show his strength in my weakness : 
and these desires were increased by some little success 
which attended my exhortations and letters to my friends. 

^<I think it necessary to let y^m know, sir, that my 
patron 4>flen desired me to take orders, and said he would 
soon help me to a living ; to which I coldly answered, I was 
not fit, imd that beside, I did not know how to get a title. 
Things were in thait state, when about six weeks ago, a 
gentleman whom l hardly knew, offered me a living, 
which, in all probability, will be vacant soon ; and a cler- 
gyman I never spoke to gave me, of his own accord, the 
title of curate to one of his livings. Now, sir, the ques* 
lion which I beg you to decide is, Whether I must and can 
naake use of tluit title to get into orders ? For with respect 
to the Uving, wece it. vacant, I have no mind to it ; be* 
cause I think I could preach with more fruit in my native 
country, and in my own tongue. 

^< I am in suspense : on one side my heart tells me I 
must irf^ and tells me so, whenever I feel any degree of 
the love of €rod and man ; on the other, when I examine 
whether I am fit for it, I so plainly see my want of gifts, 
and especiidly, of Uiat wid of all the labours of a minis- 
ter, i^vE, anUpntal, universal, flaming i.ovb, that my 
confidence disappears ; I accuse myself of pride to dare 
to entertain the denre of supporting one day the ark of 
€rod, and conclude that an extraordinary punishment will, 
sooner or later, overtake my rashness. As I am ia both 
of these firames successively, I must own, sir, I do not 
see which of these two ways before me I can take with 
safety ; and shall gladly be ruled by you ; because, I trust 
God will dhrect you in giving me the advice you think 
will best conduce to his glory, which is the only thing I 
. would have in view in this affair. I know how precious 
your time is, and desire no long answer : — Perntt^ or 
forbear^ will satisfy and influence, Rev. sir, your unworthy 
servant, J. F." 
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9. We are not infonned what answer Mr. Wesley 
returned to this letter. We can have no doubt, however, 
but that he encouraged him to proceed in his design ; 
and that Mr. Gilpin is perfectly right when he observes, 
that ^' a discovery of his sentimepts was no sooner made, 
but many honourable elders in the household of Ood, who 
had discernment enough to distinguish ^e grace tiiat was 
in him, and how admirably he was fitted for the work of 
an evangelist, rejoiced over him- as . a faithfiil labourer 
already hired into the vineyard of Christ. They not <»ily 
ratified hia internal call to the holy ministry by their 
unanimous approbation, but earnestly solicited him to 
obey that call without ^ny farther delay. Meanwhile the 
word of the Lord was as fire in his bones, ever struggling 
for vent, and not unfrequently breaking forth, as occasion 
offered, in public reproof, exhortation, and prayer. 

10. << In this state he continued Ibr about the space 
of two years, not wholly determined what course he 
should pursue, but patiently waiting to hear what the 
Lord God would say ceiiceming him. And during this 
s^son, he was much occupied in making a diligent 
p^j^ration for the service of the altar, that, if ever he 
sKojuldt^be called to so honourable an employment, he 
might goisrth throughly furnished to every good work. 
The chief objects of his purist were* sacred knowledge 
and Christian purity ; in betl^l^ which he made an un- 
common proficiency, surpassing many who had studied 
for that knowledge, and struggled for that purity, through 
the greater part of their life. By his private exercises 
he was fitted.for public labours, and by the holy discipline 
to which he submitted himself, without any reserve, he 
was trained to spiritual eminence in the schoc^ of Christ. 
To those who perfectly knew him in this state of retire- 
ment, he appeared as a polished shafts, hid indeed for a 
season in the quiver of his Lord, yet ready for immediate 
Jllljri^ %ftll?)lliepared to fly in any appointed direction. . 

.» 11. *< He was not without promises of preferment in 
the Church : but these served rather to retard, -than to ' 
hasten his entrance into it. Having a sacrifice to per. 
fonn, and not a fortune to secure, he was fearfiil lest his 
intention should be debased by views of an interested 
nature. At length, his humble reluctance was overcomoi 
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tmi, after the most mature deliberation^ he solemnly de- 
termined to offer himself a candidate for hofy orders* 
And to this solemn determination he was urged by the 
increasing force of t^o powerful motives, gratitude and 
heneocitence ; gratUude to God impelled him to declare 
the name of his great Benefactor, and bear public testi- 
mony to the word of his grace ; while benevolence toward 
his fellow creatures incited him to spend and be spent in 
promoting their best interests. Constrained by these 
sacred motives, he publicly dedicated himself to the work 
of the holy ministry in the year 1757, when he received 
deacon's orders on Sunday, March the sixth, and priest's 
orders on the following Sunday, from the hands of the 
bishop of Bangor, in the chapel royal at St. James's. 

12. *^ The same day that he was ordained a priest," 
says Mr. Wesley, ^^ being informed that I had no one to 
assist me at West-street chapel, he came away as soon 
as ever the ordination was over, and assiisted me in the 
administration of the Lord's Supper. He was now doubly 
diligent in preaching, not only in the chapels at West, 
street and Spitalfields, but wherever the providence of 
God opened a -door to proclaim the everlasting Gospel*, 
This he frequently did, not only in English, but likewise 
in French, his native language : of which he was allowed 
by all coidiipetent jvdges to be a complete master." 

18* The following letter, written to Mr. Wesley soon 
after his taking orders, manifests what a mean epimon he 
then had of himself both with respect to his grace and 
gifts. It is dated London, May 26, 1757. 

" Rbv* Sib, — ^If I did not write to you before Mrs* 
Wasley had«aked me, it was not that I wanted a remem- 
brancer within, but rather an eneourager without* lliere 
18 generally upon my heart such a sen^ of my unworthi- 
nesa, that I sometimes dare hardly open my mouth before 
a child of God ; and think it an unspeakable honour to 
stand before one, who has recovered something of the 
image of God, or sincerely seeks after it. Is it posnble 
t^ such a sinful worm atf I afaould'have the privilege to 
cQQprerse with one, whoito soul is spnbkled with the blood 
of my Lord ! The thoudit amases, confounds me, and 
fills my ems with tears M humble joy. Judge» then» at 
4* 
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what ^stance I must see myself firpm you^ if I am so 
much below the least of your children : and whelher a 
remembremcer within suffices to malie me presume to 
write to. you, whose shoestJ atn not w<Mrthy 4o bear« 

"T rejoice that y<m find efvery where an increase of 
praying souls. I doubt not but the «»myer of the right- 
eous hath great power withOo^^ and cannot but beheve, 
that it must tend to promote the fulfilling of Christ's gra- 
cious promises to his Church. He must, and certainly 
will come at the time appointed ; for he is; not slack, as 
some mea cornit slackness ; and although he would haye 
all to come to repentance, yet he has not forgot to be trae 
and just. Only he will come with more mercy, and will 
increase the hght that shall be at evening tide, according 
to his promise in Zech. xiv, 7« I should rather think, 
that the visions are not yet plainly disclosed ; and that the 
day and year^ in which the Lord will begin to make bare 
his arm openly, are still concealed from us. 

<^I must say of Mr. Walsh, as he once smd to me 
concerning God, < I wish I could attend him every where, 
as Elisha did Elijah.' But since the will of God calls 
me from him, I must submit, and drink Ihe cup prepared 
for me. I have not seen him, unless for a few m<Nnents, 
three or four times before Divine service. We must 
meet at the throne of grace, or meet but seldom. O when 
will the communion of saints be complete ! Lord, hasten 
the time, and let me have a place among them that love/ 
tiiee, and love one another in sincerity. 

" I set out in two days for the country. O may I be 
fkithful ! harmless like a dove, wise like a serpent, and 
bold as a lion for the coomion cause ! O Lord, do not 
forsake me ! Stand by the weakest of thy servants, and 
enable thy children to bear with me, and wrestle with 
thee in my behalf. O bear with me, dear sir, and give 
me your blessing every day, and the Lord will return it 
to you sevenfold. I am. Rev. and dear w, your unwor« 
thy servant, J. F." 

14. In lesi^ than three weeks, it seems, from the time 
of his going into the country, he had an opportunity of 
preaching. This, according to Mr. Vaughan, quoted by 
Mr. Wesley, was on the 19Ui of June following. <' Hia 
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text was James iv, 4, (a very bold beginning!) Ye adtd- 
teren and (iduUeregses, know ye not that the friendship of 
this toorld is enmity against Chd? The congregation 
stood amazed, and gaz^ upon him ad if he h^ been a 
monster. But to me he appeared as a messenger sent 
from heaven." 

"It was not soon," proceeds Mr. V., "that he was 
invited again to preach in Atcham church. But he was 
invited to preach in several other churches in the neigh* 
bourhood ; as at Wroxeter, and afterward at the Abbey 
church in Shrewsbury, having preached twice before in 
3t. Alkmonds in that town. But not being yet perfect in 
the English tongue, he wrote down all £e sermons he 
delivered in churches. But I doubt whether he preached 
iftbove six times in the six months which he spent in the 
country. On my telling him, I wished he had more op- 
portunities of preaching in this unenlightened part of the 
land, he answered, ' The will of God be done : I am in 
his hands. And if he do not call me to so much public 
duty, I have the more time for study, prayer, and praise.' '* . 

15. On this subject he signified his mind in the follow- 
ing letter, wrktmi at this time to his friend Mr. Edward* 
before mentioned : — 

"I thank you for your encouraging observations; I 
want them, and use them by the grace of God. When I 
received yours I had not had one opportunity <^ preach- 
ing : so incensed were all the clergy against me. One, 
however, let me have the use of his church, the Abbey 
church at Shrewsbury. I preached in the forenoon with 
some degree of the demonstration of the Spirit. The con- 
gregation was very mlmerous : and I beliieve one half, at 
least, desired to hear me again< But.the mkuster would 
not let m* have the pulpit any more. The next Sunday 
th^ minister of a neighbouring parish l}^g a dying, I 
was sent for to officiate for nim. He died a few day^ 
after, and the chief man in the parish offered to make 
interest that I might succeed him. But I -could not cqo- 
sent. The next lunday I preached at Shrewsbury again, 
iut in another church. The next day I set out for Bris- 
tol, and was much refreshed among the brethren. As I 
returned, I called at New KingswocMl, about sixteen miles 
from Bristol. The minister offering me his ehurch, I 
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preached jto a numerous congregationy gathered on half 
an hour's notice. I think the seed Uien sown will not 
be lost." 

16. In the spring of this year (1758) we find him iu 
London, from whence he wrote as follows, to Mrs. 
Glynne, of Shrewsbury, the pious lady of his acquaintance 
before mentioned. His letter is dated April 18, and is 
here inserted to show the sftate of his mind at this time. 

" Madam, — ^As it is never too late to do what multiph- 
city of business, rather than forgetfulness, has forced us 
to defer, I am not ashamed, though after some months, 
to use the liberty you gave me, to inquire after the welfare 
of your soul ; and that so much the more, as I am con- 
scious I have not forgotten you at the throne of grace. 
O may my petitions have reached heaven, and forced 
from thence, at least, some drops of those spiritual low- 
ers of righteousness, peace, and joy m the Holy Ghost, 
which I implore for you. 

'< Though I trust Uie unction from above teaches you 
all things needful to salvation, and especially the neces- 
sity of continuing instant in prayer, and .watching there- 
unto with all perseverance ; yet I think it my duty, io 
endeavour to add wings to your desires after holiness, by 
enforcing diem with mine. O were I but clothed with 
all the righteousness of Christ, my prayers would avail 
much ; and the lukewarmness of my brethren would not 
increase my guilt, as being myself an instance of that 
coldness of love, which puts me upon interceding for them> 

<< Though I speak of lukewarmness, I do not accuse 
y^ou, madam, of having given way to it ; on the contrary, 
it is my duty, and the joy of my heart, to hope, that you 
stir up more and more the gift of God which is in you $ 
that the evidences of your interest in a bleeding Lord 
become clearer every day ; that the love of Christ con- 
strains you more and more to deny yourself, take up your 
cross in all things, and follow him patiently, through bad 
and good report : in a word, that contmually leaving the 
things tohich are behind, you stretch forward, through sun- 
shine or darkness, toward the prize of your high calling 
in Jesus Christ, — ^I mean a heart emptied of |>fu2e, and 
fiUed Vfith all the fulness of €rod. 
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** I have often thought of you, maclain, in reading Ibe 
letters of a lady, {Mrs. Lejevre,) wko was a Christian, 
and an eminent Christian, not to say one of the brightest 
tights that God has raised since the late revival of godli- 
ness. The reproach of Christ was her ermon of rejoicings 
his cross her continual support, his followers her nearest 
campmUonSy his example the pattern of her conversation. 
She lived a sainty and died an angd. Each one of her 
letters may be a pattern for Christian correspondents, by 
the simplicity, edification, and love they breathe in every 
Une. O when shall I Virrite as she did ! When my heart 
shall be as full of God as hers was. 

<' May the Lord enable you to walk in her steps, and 
grant me to see you shining among the humble loving 
Marys of this age, as she did but a few months ago. Her 
God is omr God : the same Spirit that animated her is 
waiting at the door of our hearts, to cleanse them and fill 
them with his consolations, if we will but exclude the 
world, and let him in. Why should we then give way 
to despondency, and refuse to cherish that lively hope, 
which if any one has, he wiU purify himself ef>en as God is 
pure ? Take courage then, madam, and consider, that 
the hour of self-denial and painful wrestling with God 
will be short, and the time of victorious recompense as 
long as eternity itself. May the Lord enable you and 
me to consider this well, and to act accordingly. 

<^ I conclude, by commending you to the Lord, and 
to the word of his grace, and recommending myself to 
your prayers. I ain, madam, your obedient servant for 
Christ's sake, J. F." 

17. This year there were many French prisoners on 
their parole, at Tanbridge. Mr. Fletcher being desired 
to preach to them in their own language, he readily com- 
plied. Many of them appeared to be deeply affected, 
and earnestly requested that he would preach to them 
every Lord's day. But some advised them first to pre- 
sent a petition to the bishop of London for leave. They 
did so, and (who would betieve it?) the good bi^op per- 
emptorily rejected their petition ! An odd incident fol- 
lowed. A few months after, the bishop died of a cancer 
in his mouth. " Periiaps," says Mr. Wesley, « some may 
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think tbis was a just retribution for silmiiHng saeh a pm« 
phet on suoh an occasion ! I am not asham^ to acknow* 
ledge this is my own sentiment ; and I do not think it any 
breach of charity to suppose, that an action so unworthy 
of a Christian bishop had its punishment in this woild." 

When he returned from iKHidon, in the same year, he 
was more frequently invited to [Hreach in several of ^e 
neighbouring churches. And before his quitting the 
country, he gave his friend a few printed papers to dis> 
tribute, entitled, '* A Christmas box for Joume3rBien and 
Apprentices." This is mentioned the rather, because it 
is supposed it was the first thing which he ever pubhshed. 

18* In the spring of the next year he was again in 
London, and in the same humble and self«difiident state 
of mind, as appears by the following short extracts firmn 
three of his letters to the Rev. C&rles Wesley. The 
first is dated March 22, 1759 

'< Mr Dbab Snt, — ^Yon left me without permitting mt 
to say, farewell; but that ^all not hinder me Gcom yriah* 
ing you a good journey, and I flatter myself that you are 
in the habit of returning my prayers. 

" Since your departure, I have Hved more than ever 
like a hermit. It seems to me that I am an unprofitable 
weight upon the earth. I want to hide myself frem all* 
I tremble when the Lord favours me with a sight of my« 
self; I tremble to think of preaching only to dishonour 
God. To-morrow I preach at West-siveet with all the 
feelings of Jonah : O would to God I might be attended 
with success ! If the Lord shall, in any degree, sustain 
my weakness, I shall consider myself as indebted to your 
prayers. 

'^ A proposal has lately been made to me, to accom- 
pany Mr. Nathaniel Gilbert to ihe West Indies. I have 
weighed the matter; but on one hand I feel that I 
have neither sufficient zeal, nor grace, nor talentt^ to ex. 
pose myself to the temptations imd labours of a mission. 
in the West Indies ; and on the other, I believe, that if 
God call me thither, the time has not yet come. I wish 
to be certain that I am converted myself, before I leave 
my converted brethren to convert heathens. Pray let 
me know what you think of this business ; if you con- 
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denm me to put the sea between us» the command wouM 
be a haid one ; but I might, possibly, prevail on myself 
t0 give you that proof of the deference I pay to your 
ju<Mciou8 advice. 

<* I have taken possession of my little hired chamber. 
Theve I have outward peace, and I wait for that which is 
within* I was this morning with Lady Huntingdon, who 
salutes you, and unites with me to say, that we have need 
of you to make one in our threefold cord, and to beg 
you will hasten your return, when Providence permits. 
Our conversation was deep, and full of the energy of faith 
on the part of the countess ; as to me, I sat like Saul at 
the 'feet of Gamaliel. 

"J. FuaxbHEK." 

The second was written in April following, and in this 
his words are, " With a. heart bowed down with grief, 
and eyes bathed with tears, occasioned by our late heavy 
loss, I mean the death of Mr. Walsh, I take my pen to 
pray you to intercede for me. What ! that sincere^ Idbo- 
riouSf and zealous servant of God ! Was he saved only 
as by fire, and was not his prayer heard till the twelfth 
hour was jiift expiring ? O where shall I appear, I who 
am an unprofitable servant! Would to God my eyes 
were fountains of water to weep for my sins ! Would 
to God I might pass the rest of my days in crying, 
I^ordj have mercy upon me! All is vanity — ^grace, talents, 
labours, if we oompare them with the mighty stride we 
have to take from time into eternity ! Lord, remember me 
now thou art in thy kingdom ! 

" I have preached and administered die sacrament' at 
West-street sometimes in the holidays. May God water 
the poor seed I have sown, hnd give it firuitfolness, though 
h be only in one soul I 

" I have lately seen so much weakness in my heart, 
both SLs a minister and a Christian, that I know not which 
is most to be pitied, the man, the believer, or the preacher. 
Could I, at last be truly humbled, aifd continue so alwaySj 
I should esteem myself happy in making this discovery. 
I preach merely to keep the chapel open, until God shall 
send a workman after his own heart. Nos numeri sumus ; 
(I fill an empty space ;) this is almost aU I can say of 
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myftelf. If I did not know niydelf a little better tlum I 
^d formerly, I should tell you that I had ceased alto- 
gether from placing any confidence in my repentances, 
&c, <&c, but I see my heart is so full of deceit, that I 
cannot depend on my knowledge of myself. . 
, " The day Mr, Walsh died, the Lord gave our brethren 
the spirit of prayer and supplicatioa ; and many uputter« 
able groans were ofiered up for him at Spitalfields, 
where I was. Who shall render tis the same kind office ? 
Is not our hour near ? O my God, when thou comest, 
prepare us, and we shall be ready ! You owe your chil- 
dren an elegy i^on his death, and you cannot employ 
your poetic talents on a better subject* ■. J. F." 

June 1st, he writes, " The Lord gives me health of 
body, and from time to time I feel strength in my soul. 

when shall the witness (meaning himself) who is dead, 
arise ! When shall the Spirit enter into him, and fill him 
with wisdom, with power, and with love ! Pray for me, 
and support my weakness as much as you can. I am 
here Umbra pro corpore. (A shadow rather than a sub. 
stance.) I preach as your substitute: come and fill 
worthily an office of which I am unworthy. My pupils 
return to Cambridge on Monday; and the whole family 
sets out for Shropshire on the 11th. Shall I not see you 
before that time ? I have rejected the offer of Dr. Tay- 
lor, and have no other temptations than those of a bad 
heart. That is enough, you will say: I grant it; but 
we must fight before we conquer. Pray that my cour- 
age may not fail. Come, and the Lord come with you ! 

1 am, &c. J. P." 

19. Having returned from London to Tem-hall, and 
being now less frequently called to public duty, he 
enjoyed his beloved retirwnent, giving himself up to 
study, meditation, and prayer, and walking closely with 
God, Indeed, his whole life was now a life of prayer ; 
and so intensely was his mind fixed upon God, that he 
sometimes said, " I would not move from my seat with, 
out lifting up my heart to God." "Wherever we met," 
says Mr. Yaughan, "if we were alone, his first salute was, 
*Do I meet you praying f And if we were talking on 
any point of divinity, when we were in the depth of oup. 
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diseoime, he would often break off abraptly, and ask, 
* Where are our hearts now V If ever the misconduct of 
an absent person was mentioned, his usual reply was, 
*Let us pray for him.'" 

20. It appears, however, that he was not without pain- 
ful temptations of a spiritual nature, in this state of re- 
tirement. In a letter to the Rev. Charles Wesley, dated 
July 19y of the same year, he observes, "Instead of apo- 
logizing for my silence, I win simply relate the cause of 
it, refering you to the remembrance of your own tempta- 
tions for that patience you must exercise toward a weak, 
tempited soul. This is the fourth summer that I have 
been brought hither, in a peculiar manner, to be tempted 
of the devil in a wilderness ; and I have improved so lit- 
tie by my past exercises, that I hav^noC defended myself 
better than in the fllrst year. Being arrived here, I be- 
gan to spend my time as I had determined, one part in 
prayer, and the other m mdditatioft on the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The LoinI blessed my devotions, and I advanced 
from conquering to conquer, leading every thought cap- 
tive to the obedience of Jesus Christ ; when it pleased 
God to show me some of tlie folds of my heart. As I 
looked for nothing less than such a dfscovery, I was 
extremely surprised ; so much so, as to forget Christ : 
you may judge already what was the consequence. A 
spiritual languor seized on all the powers of my soul ; 
and I suffered myself to be carried away quietly by a 
current, with a rapidity of which I was unacquainted. 

<* Neither dsubt nor despair troaUed me for a moment t 
my temptation took another course. It appeared to me, 
that God would be much more glorified by my danma. 
tion, than my salvation. It seemed altogether incom- 
paliUe with the holiness, the justice, and the veracity of 
me Supreme Being, to admit so stubbora an offender into 
his presence. I could tlo nothing but stand astonished at 
the psEtienoe of God. 

** Yestevdsy, however, as I sung one of your hymns, the 
Lord lifted up my head^ and commanded me to face my 
enemies. By his gra^e I am already conqueror, and I doubt 
not but I shall soon be more then conqueror. Although I 
deserve it not, nevertheless, hold up my hands till all these 
AmaAefcitee be put to flight. I am, dtc. J. P." 

5 
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21. Afler his return to London, whieh was soon afler, 
he still possessed the same spirit of contrition and self- 
abasement. I must here observe, however, that this spi* 
rit, however commendable in the genend, and however 
essential to true Christianity, yet being carried to excess 
in his particular case, became, through the subtilty of 
Satan, a source of trial, and discouragement to him. On 
the 14th of September he wjeites to the same faithful and 
intimate friend, as follows : — 

Mr Deab Sik, — ^** Your last lines drew tears from my 
eyes : I cannot wait fill yovar death, to beseech yott to give 
me that benediction of which you speak. I conjare you, 
in the name of Christ, to give it me, when you read these 
lines, and to repeat it as often ad you think of a poor 
brother, who needs tiie prayegrs of. every one, and who 
cannot part with yours, 

<'I accept, witii pleasure, the obliging proposal you 
make me for the approaching winter ; aj^ I entreat you 
to consider it less as a proposal^ than as an engagement 
into which you have entered, and of which I have a;right 
to solicit the fulfilment. Penmt me only to add to it one 
condition f whicB is to make ottT reading, .^o^ tend as much 
as possible, to that poverty of spirit, which I so greatly 
need. 

'' A few days ago the Lord gave me two or* three les* 
sons on the subject of poverty of ^iiit, but alas !' how 
have I forgotten them I I saw, I felt, thait I was . entirely 
void of wisdom and virtue. I was ashamed of myself, 
and I could say with a degree of feelistg, which I cannot 
describe, Nil ago, nil habeo, sum nil ; m pulvere serpo. 
(I do nothing, have nothing, am. nothing ^ I crawl in. the 
dust.) I could then say, what Gregory Lopez was en- 
abled to say at all times, < There is no man of whom i 
have not a better opinion than of myself.' I could have 
placed myself under the feet of the most atrocious sin- 
ner, and have acknowledged him for a saint in compari- 
son of myself. If ever I am humble and patient, if ever 
I enjoy solid peace of mind, it must be in this very tpirit^ 
Ah ! why do I not actually find these virtues ? Because 
I am filled with self-sufficiency^ and am possessed by that 
self-esteem, which blinds me,.ai^d hinders me from doing 
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justice to my own demerits. O ! pray that the Spirit of 
Jesus may remove these scales from my eyes for ever, 
and compel me to retire into my own nothingness. 

<< To what a monstrous idea had yon well nigh given 
birth ! What ! the labours of my ministry under you de- 
serve a salary ! Alas ! I have done nothing but dishonour 
God hitherto, and am not in a condition to do any thing 
elde for the future! Tf then I. am permitted to stand in 
the courts of the Lord's house, is it not for me to make' 
an acknowledgment, rather than to receive one ? If I ever 
receive any tiling of the Methodist Church, it shall be 
only as an indigent mendioant receives alms, without 
which he would perish. 

" I have great need of your advice relative to the let- 
ters which I receive <me after another from my relations, 
who unite in their invitations to me, to return to my own 
country : one says, to settle my affairs there ; another, 
to preach there ; a* third, to assist him to die, &c. They 
press me to declare whether I renounce my family, and 
the demands I have upon it ; and my mother desires that 
I will at least go and see her ; and commands me to do 
so in the strongest terms. What answer shall I make ? 
If she thought c» you do, I should write to her, ' Ubi 
Christiani^ ibi patria;' (Where the Christians are, there is 
my country.) * My mother, my brethren, my sisters, are 
those who do the will of my heavenly Father :' but she is 
not in a state of mind to digest such an answer : a mother 
is a mother long. On the other hand, I have no inclina- 
tion to 3deld to their desires, which appear to me merely 
natural 4 for I shall lose .precious time, and incur ex- 
pense : my presence is not absolutely necessary to my 
concerns ; and it is more probable that my relations will 
pervert me to vanity and interest, than that I shall caa^ 
vert them to genuine Christianity. Lastly? I shaU have no 
opportunity to exercise my ministry. Our Swiss minis- 
ters, who preach only once a week, will not look upon 
me with a more favourable eye than the ministers here ; 
and irregular preaching is impracticable, and would only 
cause me either to 1:^ laid in prison, or immediately 
banished from the country. 

"How does your fanuly do? May the Almighly be 
your defiMice day and nigl^ ! What he protects is well 
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protected. Permit me to thank you for tlw sentence from 
Kempis, with which you close your letter, by returning to 
you another — * You run no risk in considering yourself 
as the wickedest of men ; but you are in danger if you 
prefer yourself to any one.' I mm, ^cc. J. F." 

22. With respect to the salary that had been offered 
him,. a few week? after he says, "I fear you did not 
rightly understand what I wrote about the proposal you 
made me at London. So far from making conditions, I 
feel myself unworthy of receiving them. Be it what it 
may, I thank God that I trouble myself with no temporal 
things : my only fear is that of having too much, rather 
than too little, of the things necessary for life. I am 
weary of^bundance. I could wish to be poor with my 
Saviour ; and those whom he hath chosen to be rich in 
faith, appear to me objects of envy in the midst of their 
wants. Happy should I be if a secret pride of heart 
did not disguise itself under these appearances <^humili. 
ty ! Happy should I be, if that dangerous serpent did not 
conceal himself under these sweet flowers, and feed on 
their juices." 

The following paragraphs of the same letter seem to 
deserve a place here, as they manifest still farther the 
lowly state of his mind, and his views of some important 
branches of experimental religion in this early stage of 
his Christian course : — <' Your silence began to make me 
uneasy, and your letter had well nigh made me draw my 
pen over one I had written to ask the cause of it. Hie 
Lord afflicts you ; that is enough to silence every com*; 
plaint ; and I will not open my mouth, except it be to 
pray the Lord to enable you aitd yours to bring forth those 
fruits of righteousness, which attend the trials of his chil. 
4ren. T^e care of yourself for the shke of the Lord's 
little flock, and for me, who, with all the impatience of 
brotherly love, cowit every day till I can have the plea- 
sure of embracing yoa. 

" If I know any thing of true brotherly love, which I 
often doubt, it agrees perfectly well with the love of God, 
as the sounds of the different parts in music agree with 
each other. Their union arises fnnn their just chfference, 
And they please so much the more as they appear the 
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more opposed. The opposition of sentiments between 
Divine and hrotherly love, together with the subordination 
of the latter, forms that delightful combat in the soul of a 
believer, termed by the apostle the being divided bettoeen 
twOj which concludes with a sacrifice of resignation, such 
as the natural man is incapable of. Your expression, 
' Spread the moral sense all o'er,'* gives me an idea of 
that charity which I seek. The love of Gregory Lopez 
appears to me to have been too stoicaL'f I do not dis« 
cover in it that vehement desire, those tears of love, that 
ardour of seeing and possessingeach other in the bowels 
of Jesus Christ, which I find so frei|uently in the epistles 
of St. Paul. If this sensibility be a failing, I do not wish 
to be exempt from it. What is yotir opinion ? 

" When I was reading Telemachus with my pupils, I 
was struck with this expression, < He blushed to have 
been bom with so little feeling for men, and to appear to 
them so inhuman.' I easily applied the first part; and 
the son of Ulysses gave me an example of Christian 
repentance, which I wish to follow till my heart is truly 
circumcised. Send me some remedy, or give me some 
advice against this hardness of heart under which I groan. 
What you say about reducing a mother to despair, has 
made me recollect what I have often thought, that the 
particular fault of the Swiss is to be vnihout natural qfec-, 
tion. With respect to that preference which my mother 
shows me above her other phildren; I see clearly that I 
am indebted for almost all the affection she expresses for 
me in her letters, to my abs^ice from her, which hinders 
her from seeing my faults t and I reproach myself severely , 
that I cannot interest myself in her welfare as much as I 
did in that of my deceased father. I am, &c. J. F." 

* Alluding to a verse of that fine hymn, 
•* I want 8 principle within, 
Of jealous godly fear," &c. 
which verse appeared in the former editions of it, but was, I think, 
improperly omitted in our large hymn'book. See p. 297. 

t This is a ju«t remark. The life of a hermit is ttot the life of a 
Christian. How much better do we answer the designs of our 
benerolent Master, when 

" Freely to all ourselves we give, 
Con8train*d by Jesus* love to live 
The sefvants of mankind." 
5* 
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23. The reader must ndt suppose, however, thai amidst 
the self-abasing thoughts which occu]Ked his mind, and 
the contrition of q>irit which he feit and manifested, \m 
was devoid of confidence in God, of peace and consola- 
tion. Two days afler we find him expressing himself in 
the following delightful language, in a letter to two pious 
women : — 

" My Dear Sisters, — ^I have put off writing to you, 
lest the action of writing should divert my soul from the 
awful and delightiul worship it is engaged in. But I now 
conclude I shall be no loser if I invite you to love Him 
my soul loveth, to dread Him my apul dreadeth, to adore 
Him my sobl adoreth. Sink with me, or rather let me 
sink with you before the throne of grace ; and while che- 
rubim veil their faces, and cry out in tender fear and 
exquisite trembling. Holy! holy! holy! let us put our 
mouths in the dust, and echo back the solemn sound, 
Holy! holy! holy! Let us plunge ourselves into that 
ocean of purity. Let us try to fathom the depths of Di- 
vine mercy ; and convinced of the impossibility of such 
an attempt^ let us lose ourselves in them. Let us be com- 
prehended by God, if we cannot comprehend him. Let 
us be supremely happy in God. Let the intenseness of 
our happiness border on misery, because we can make 
him no return. Let our heads become water, and our 
eyes fountains of tears — 4ears of humble repentance, of 
solemn joy, of silent admiration, of exalted adoration, of 
raptured desires, of inflamed transports, of speechless 
awe. My God, and my all ! Your Grod, and your all ! Our 
God, and. our all ! Praise him, and with our souls blend- 
ed in one by Divine love, let us with (me mouth glorify 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christy — our Father ^ who is 
otter all, through aU, and in us all. 

"I charge you before the Lord Jesus Christ, who giveth 
life, and more abundant life ; I entreat you, by all the 
actings of fwth, the exertions of hope, the flames of love 
you ever felt, sink to greater depths of self-abasing re- 
pentance, and rise to gfeatei* heights of Christ-exalting 
joy. And let Him, who is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly more than you can ask or think, carry on and fulfil 
in you the work of faith with power; with that power 
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whereby he subdueth ail things to himself. Be ^ea^tiM 
in hope, immovable in patience and love, always abound, 
ing in the outward and inward labour of iove, and re- 
ceive the end of your faUhy the salvation of your souls. 
I am, dec. J. F." 

24. Where Mr. Fletcher was, when he wrote the let- 
ter last quoted, is not certain ; it seems most probable, 
however, that he was at Tern. And if his friend, Mr. 
Vaughan, be right, it was about the close of this summer 
that he was frequently desired, sometimes to assist, at 
other times to perform the whole service for Mr. Cham, 
hers, then vicar of Madeley. On these occasions it was 

- that he contracted such an affection for the people of 
Madeley, As nothing could hinder from increasing more 
and more to the day of his death. While he officiated at 
Madeley, as he st^l lived at the Hall, ten miles distant 
from it, a groom was ordered to get a horse ready for 
him every Sunday morning. But so great was his aver- 
sion for giving trouble to any one, that if the groom did 
not awake at the time, he seldom would suffer him to be 
called, but prepared the horse for liimself. 

25. On the 15th of November the same year, Mr. 
Eletcher was again in London, where he had been at 
least eight or ten dfiys. Here, as it appears from one of 
his letters to Mr. Charles Wesley, the countess of Hunt- 
ingdon had proposed to him to celebrate the communion 
at her house sometimes in a morning, and to preach when 
occasion offered. This pr<^osal was not meant, how. 
ever, to restrain his liberty of preaching, where he might 
have an invitation, nor to prevent his assisting Mr. Wes- 
tey, or preaching to the French refugees ; but only to fill 
up his vacant time, till Providence should open a way for 
him elsewhere. 

'^ Chanty, politeness, and reason," says Mr. Fletcher, 
** accompanied her offer ; and I confess, in spile of the 
resolution which I had almost absolutely formed, to fly the 
house9 of the great without even the exception of the 
countess's, I found myself so greatly changed, that I 
should have accepted on the spot a proposal, which I 
should have declined from any (Hher mouth ; but my en. 
gagement with you (Mr. Charl^ Wesley) withheld me ; 
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and shanking the countess, I told her when I had reflected 
on her obliging offer, I would do myself the honour of 
waiting upon her again. 

<< Nevertheless, two difficulties stand in my way. Will 
it be consistent with that poverty of spirit which I seek ? 
Can I accept an office for which I have such small talents ? 
and shall I not dishonour the cause of God, by stammer- 
ing out the mysteries of the Gospel in a place where the 
most approved ministers of the Lord have preached with 
80 much power, and so much success ? I suspect that my 
own vanity gives more weight to this second objection 
than it deserves to have. What think you ? 

<' I give myself to your judicious counsels. You take 
unnecessary pains to* assure me that they are disinterest. 
ed ; for I cannot doubt it. I feel myself unworthy of 
them ; much more still of the appellation o£ friendy with 
which you honour me. You are an indulgent fcOher 
to me, and the name of son suits me better than that of 
brother." 

26. He seems to have continued in London, assisting the 
Messrs. Wesleys, and preaching wherever he had a caH^ 
till the beginning of March following, on the first day of 
which he writes to Mr. Charles Wesley, from Dunstable. 

"The fine weather invites i' me to execute a design I 
had half formed, of making a forced march to spend next 
Sunday at Everton, Mr. Berridge's parish. There may 
the voice of the Lord be heard by a poor child of Adam, 
who, like him, is still behind the trees of his own stupidity 
and impenitence ! 

" If I do not lose myself across the fields before I get 
there, and if the Lord be pleased to grant me the spirit of 
supplication, I will pray for you, and your dear sister at 

P , until I can again pray with you. Don't forget 

me, I beseech you. If the Lord bring me to your re- 
membrance, cast your bread on the waters on my behalf, 
and perhaps you will find it again ater many days« I 
would fain be with you on these solenm occitsions, when 
a thousand voices are raised to heaven to obtain those 
graces which I have not ; but God's^will be done. 

" Don't forget to present my respects to the countess. 
If I continue any time at Everton, I shall take the 
libeifty of giving her some account of the work of God ia 
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those parts ; if not, I will give it her in person. — ^Adieu. 
The Lord strengthen you in soul and body." 

27. Where or how Mr. Fletcher spent the spring and 
summer of this "year, i believe we have no certain informa. 
tion. But in September following he was at Tem-hall, 
in Shropshire, fiN>m whence on the 26th he wrote to Lady 
Huntingdon, and gave the following account of his call to 
Madeley : — 

** Last Sunday the vicar of Madeley, to whom I was 
formerly curate, coming to pay a visit here, expressed a 
great regard for me, seemed to be quite reconciled, and 
assured me that he would do all that was in his power to 
serve me ; of which he yesterday gave me a proof, by send- 
ing me a testimonial unasked. He was no sooner gone 
than news was brought that the old clergyman I mentioned 
to your ladyship died suddenly the day before ; and that 
same day, before I heard it, Mr. Hill meeting at the races 
his nephew, who is patron of Madeley, told him that if he 
would presmit me to Madeley, he would give the vicar 
of that parish the living vacated by the old clergyman's 
death. This was immediately agreed to, as Mr. Hill 
himself informed me in the evening, wishing me joy. 
This new promise, the manner in which Mr. Hill forced 
me from London to be here at this time, and the kindness 
of die three ministers I mentioned, whose hearts seemed 
to be turned at this juncture to sign my testimonials for 
institution, are so many orders to be still, and wait till the 
door is quite open or shut. I beg, therefore, your lady- 
ship would present my respects and thanks to Lady Mar- 
garet and Mr. Ingham, aini acquaint them with the 
necessity which these circumstances lay me under to 
follow the leadings of Providence." 

** This (adds he in a letter to Mr. Charles Wesley) is 
agreeable to the advice you have so repeatedly given me, 
not to resist Providence, but to follow its leadings. I am, 
however, inwardly in suspense ; my heart revolts at the 
idea of being here alone, opposed by my superiors, hated 
by my neighbours, and despised by all the world. With- 
out piety, without talents, without resolution, how shall I 
repel the assaults, and surmount the obstacles which I 
foresee, if I discharge my duty at Madeley with fidelity? 
On the other hand, to reject this presentation, to bum 
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this certificate, and to leftve in the desert, the sheep whom 
the Lord has evidently brought me into the worid to feed, 
appears to me nothing bat obstinacy and refined self-love. 
I will hold a middle course between these extremes ; I 
will he wholly passive in the steps I must take, and active 
in pra3dng the Lord to deliver me from the evil one, and 
to conduct me in the way he would have me to go. 

" If you see any thing better, inform me of it speedily ; 
and, at the same time, remember me in all your praters, 
that if this matter be not of the Lord, the enmity of the 
bishop of Litchfield, who must countersign my testimoni- 
als ; the threats of the chaplain of the bishop of Hereford, 
who was a witness to my preaching at West-street ; the 
objections drawn from my not being naturalized, or some 
other obstacle, may prevent the kind intentions of Mr, 
Hill. Adieu." 

28. Neither Mr. Charles nor Mr. John Wesley, nor 
it seems any of his other friends, to whom he communi- 
cated this business, offering any material objections, Mr. * 
JFletcher accepted the presentation to the vicarage of 
Madeley, in preference to another that was of double tiie 
value. He embraced it as his peculiar charge, the object 
of his most tender affection. And he was now at leisure to 
attend it, being fully discharged from his former employ, 
ment ; for his pupils were removed to Cambridge. The 
elder of them died about the time of his coming of age. 
The younger first represented, the town of Salop, (as his 
father had done,) afterward the county ; till he took his 
seat in the house of peers, as Baron Berwick, of Atting. 
ham-house. This is now the name that is given to what 
was formerly called Tern-hall. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Cfhis qualifications for, and faithfulness in, the loorJc of 
the ministry ; and of his labours at Madeley, and else^ 
where, 

1. "He who engages himself to fight the battles of 
the Lord," says the Rev. Mr. Gilpin, " has need oi un- 
common strength and irresistible arms ; and if he be des* 
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•titute of one or tibe other, he vainfy expects to stand in 
the evil day. The Christian warrior is exposed to a vast 
variety of dangers, and heset with innumerable enemies* 
His whole life is one continued scene of warfare, iA which 
he wrestles sometimes with viable, and at other times with 
invisible adversasies. For the labours of this sacred 
warfare, no man ever esteemed himself less sufficient 
thaa Mr. Fletcher. He ever considered himself as the 
weakest of Christ's adherents, and unworthy to follow his 
glorious stiand|urd. But while he boasted no inherent 
strength, and was ready to occupy the meanest post, he 
Was regarded by his brethren as a man peculiarly strong 
in the Lardy and in the power of his might. United to 
Christ, as the branch is united to the vine, he was con^^ 
stantly deriving abundant supplies of vigour from the 
fountain head of power. And as the source of his strength 
was inexhaustible, so its operations were various and 
incessant. Now it was engaged in subduing sin; and 
noWf in laJboiirinjg after that holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord ; there it inspired the courage of the 
migh^^ and here, it sustained the burdens of the weak •: 
at one time it was discovered by resolution and zeal ; at 
another, by resignation and ^srtitude : by th6 fbritt<sr, this 
man of God was 'enabled to grapple with his strongest 
enemy ; by thie latter, he was taught to endure hardness 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, 

2. **Mr. Fletcher's arms were equi^ to his strength^ 
and served to make him truly invincibte in th^ cause of 
godliness. From his first admission into the true Church 
militant, he. wab fully persuaded, that armour forged by 
the Art of man must, needs be insufficient, either for con- 
quest or Security, m a spiritual warfare. He saw it abso-' 
lately necessary to be furnished with weapons of celestial 
temper^and was altogether dissatisfied with his state, till he 
had put on,thewkole armour of God, with a determined 
resolution never to put it off, till his last conflict should be 
decided.. He then appeared in the complete Christian 
uniform '; from the helmet of salvation to the sandals of 
peace^ all was entire, and perfectly fitted to his spiritual 
frame* No. mortal part was left unguarded, nor was any 
joint of his harness so loose as to admit a thrust from the 
eni^ny. No part of his sacred panoply appeared uiycoiith 
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or cumbersome, no part of his carriage constrained or 
unnatural : he appeared in arms as in his proper dress, 
and not as David, when he essayed to go forth in the 
armour of Saul. On no occasion was he ever known 
to affect any thing Uke spiritual pomp; yet, on every 
occasion, there was a dignity of character in his deport- 
ment that raised the veneraiiou of every beholder. As 
the heroes of antiquity were distinguished frota warrioxs 
of an inferior order, by the splendour of their arms, so, 
by the uncommon lustre of his graces, he was distinguished 
as a chieflain in the Christian bands." 

3. By the account given in the preceding pages, the 
reader will observe, that it was not ^< immectot^y (6ril- 
jpinV Notes) upon his entering into ord^s, that Mr. 
Fletcher was appointed statedly to labour in any particu- 
lar pkice. Ab he still continued in the family of Mr. Hill, 
he was but occasionally called to exercise the ministry he 
had received. But, wherever he was invited tm apeak 
in the name of his Master, he effectually distinguished 
himself from the generaUty of ministers, by the earnest^, 
ness and zeal with which he dehvered his message. 
Whatever his hand found to do, in any part of the sacred 
vineyard, it niay truly be said, that he did it with «22 his 
might: and there is much reason to betieve, that even 
these occasional labours were not in vain in the Lord, it 
was about three years afler his ordination that he was 
presented to the living of MadeJey, where he had officiated 
for some time previous to this appointment. As Madeley 
was the place of his choice, so it was a place to wlneh, 
by his rare endowments, he was peculiarly adapted, and 
for the reformation of which he appears to have been 
eminently appointed by the providence of God. Cele- 
brated for the extensive works carried on within its limits,. 
Madeley was remarkable for little else than the ignorance 
and profaneness of its inhabitants, among whom respect 
to man was as rarely to be observed, as piety toward God. 
In this benighted place the Sabbath was openly profaned, 
and the most holy things contemptuously trampled under 
foot ; even the restraints of decency were violently broken 
through^ and the external form of religion held up as a 
subject of ridicule. This general description of the in. 
halutants of Madeley must not, however, be indiscrimi- 
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nately applied to every individual among them ; exceptions 
there were to this prevailing character, but they were com- 
paratively few indeed. Such was the place where Mr. 
Fletcher was called to stand forth as a preacher of 
righteousness, and in which he appeared for the space of 
five and twenty years, as a huming and shining light. 

4. <* Immediately upon his settling in this populous 
village, which was in the year 1760, he entered upon the 
duties of his vocation with an e:$traordinary degree of 
earnestness and zeal. He saw the difficulties of his 
situation, and the reproaches to which he should be 
exposed, by a conscientious. discharge of the pastoral 
office : but, persueided of the importance of his charge, and 
concerned for the welfare of his people, he set his face 
like a flint against all who might oppose the truth or 

x^ grace of God. As a steward of the manifold grace of 
God, he faithfully dispensed the word of life according as 
every man had need ; instructing- the ignorant, reasoning 

^. with gainsayers, exhorling tike immoral, and rebuking the 
obstinate. Instant in season and out of season, he dili- 
gently performed the work of an evangelist, and lost no 
opportunity of declaring the truths of the Gospel. Not 
content with discharging the stated duties of the Sabbath, 
he counted that day as lost in which h6 was not actually 
employed in the service of the Church. As often as 
a small cgtngregation coidd be collected, which was 
usually every evening, he joyfully proclaimed to them the 
acceptable year of the Lord^ whether it were in the place 
set.apart fox public wovship, in a private house, or in the 
open air. Ahd em theser occasions, the affectionate and 
fervent manner in which he addressed his hearers, was 
an affecting proof of thb interest he took in their spiritual 
concerns. As the varying circumstances of his people 
required, herassmmed a different appearance among them : 
at one seaisen.ble woiild^open his mouth in blessings ; and 
at another, he would appear, like his Lord, amid the 
buyers mod sellers, with the la«h of righteous severity in 
his haad» But, in whatever way he exercised his minis. 
try, it is evident that his labours were influenced by love, 
and tended inmiediately^ either to the extirpation of sin, 
or the increase of holiness. * 

5. *^ Nor was he less attentive to the private duties of 
6 
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his station, than to public exhortati<m and prayer. Like 
a vigilant pastor, he daily acquainted himself with the 
wants and dispositions of his people^ anxiouMy watching 
over their several households, and diligently teaching 
them from family to family* Este^ning no man too mean, 
too ignorant, or tob profane to merit his affectionate atten* 
tion, he condescended to the lowest and most unworthy 
of his flock, cheerfully becoming the servaht of all, that 
he might gain the more. In the performance of thi9 part 
of his duty, he discovered an admirable mixtofe of dis- 
cretion and zeal, solemnity and sweetness. He rebuked 
not an elder, but entreated him as a father ; to younger 
men he addressed himself ^nth the affection of a In'other, 
and to children with the tenderness of a parent ; witness- 
ing both to small and great the redemption that is in 
Jesus, and persuading them to cast in their lot wi^ the 
people of God. In some of these holy visits, the earnest 
and constraining manner in w^ch he has pleaded the 
cause of piety^ has melted down a whole family ai once ; 
the old and diie young have mingled their tears together, 
and solemnly determined to tarn ri^ht humbly to their 
God. There were indeed several families in his populous 
parish, to which he had no access, whose members, loving 
darkness rather tkan light, agreed to deny him admission, 
lest their deeds should be reproved. In such cases, 
where his zeal for the salvalion of individuals could not 
possibly be manifested by persuasion and entreaty, it was 
effectually discovered by supplication and prayer: nor 
did he ever pass the door of an opposing faauly without 
breathing out an earnest desire that the door of mercy 
might never be barred againt their approaches. 

6. '^ With respect to his attendance «rpon the mcky he 
was exemplary and indefatigable. * it was a work (says 
Mr. Wesley) for whidi h^ was alwaya ready : if he heard 
the knocker in the coldest winter night, his window was 
thrown open in a moment. And when he understood either 
that some one was hurt in a pit, or thtEt a neighbour was 
likely to die ; no consideration was evei* had of the dark- 
ness of the night, or the severity of the weather; but this 
answer was always 'given, I will attend you immediately.' 
Anxious, (proceeds Mr. Gilpin,) upon every suitable occa. 
sion to treat with his parisiuoBeis on subjects of a sacred 
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iMiture, he was peculiarly s<^tcitous to confer with them, 
when verging toward the borders of eternity. At such 
aeasone, when earthly objects lose their charms, and the 
mind is naturally disposed to look for support from some 
other quarter, he cheerfully came in to improve the pro- 
vidential viatation, either by salutary advice or season- 
able consolation. These were valuable opportunities, 
which nothing could prevail upon him to neglect, fully 
convinced that the dictates of truth are never more likely 
to make a due impressicm upon the heart, than when they 
are delivered in the antiehamber of death. His treat- 
ment of the dying was always regulated by their peculiar 
circumstances, and his MeUty toward them was sweetly 
tempered with impassion. If the departing soul was 
prepared for the promises of the Gospel,. he thankfully 
administered them with a lavish hand ; if otherwise, he 
was importunate in prayer, that the mercy of God might 
Ito magnified upon his languishing creature, though it 
should be as at the eleventh hour. As he never visited 
the chambers of the dying but in the spirit of earnest 
supplioation, so he seldom quitted them without some 
degree of consolatory hope. 

• 7. *< There is still another part of his duty, in the dis- 
charge of which he discovered unusual earnestness and 
activity. It was a common thing in his parish for young 
persons of both sexes to meet at stated times, for the 
purpose of what is called recreation, and this recreation 
usually continued from evening to morning, consisting 
chiefly in dancing, revelling, drunkenness, and obscenity. 
These licentious assemblies he considered as a disgrace 
to the Christian name, and determined to exert his minis- 
terial authority for their total suppressi<m. He has fte^ 
quently burst in upon these disorderly companies with a 
holy indignation, making war tipon Satan in places 
peculiarly appropriated to his service. Nor was his 
labour altogether in vain among the children of dissipa- 
tion and foUy. Afler standing the first shock of their 
rudeness and brutality, his exhortations have been gene- 
tally received with silent submission, and have sometimes 
produced a partial if not an entire reformation in many, 
who were accustomed to frequent these asseml^lies. With 
one of these persons I am perfectly acquainted, who, 
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having treated thia vimerable pastor with ridicule and 
abuse in one of these riotous assemblies^ waa shortly 
afterward constrained to cast himself at his feet and solicit 
his prayers. This man m now <tdadily walking in the 
fear of God, with a thanlsful remembrance of the extra- 
ordinary manner in which be was plucked as a brand 
from the burning. 

<' These, and every other duty of his sacred. vocation, 
among which I might have particuiarly^oticed the pubhc 
and private instruction of children, w«re performed by 
this apostolic minister, with ails earnestness and zeal, of 
-which I can convey but a very impei^&ct idea. Never 
weary of well doing, he counted it his greatest privilege 
to spend and be 9pen^ in ministering to the Church, which 
he constantly honoured as the body of Christy and in. the 
service of which he sacrificed his (iteei^gthf hie health, 
and his life." 

8. So far Mr. Gilpin, who living in the neighbourhood/ 
and being well acquainted both with the stat0 of th^ 
parish of Madeley, and with Mr. Fletcher'a conduct and 
labours among its inhabitants^ could speak fi:om personal 
knowledge of the facts he relates* It is certain, as^ Mr. 
Wesley has also testified^ that, '' from the beginning of 
his settling there he was a laboiioi|s( workman in his 
Lord's vineyard ;" endeavouring to spread the truth of 
Uie Gospel, and to suppress' vice in every possible way. 
<< Those sinners who endeavoured to hide themselves 
from him he pursued to every corner of his parish ; by 
all sorts of means, public and private, early and late, in 
season and out o£ season, entreatiog and warning them 
to flee from the wrath to come. Some made it an ex- 
cuse for not attending the Church service oi^ a Sunday 
morning that they could not awake early enough to get 
their families ready. He provided for this also. Taking 
a bell in his hand, he set out every Sunday for some 
months, at five in Uie morning, and went round the most 
distant parts of the parish, inviting all the. inhabitants to 
the house of God." 

9. In the mean time it was his constant care rightly ta 
divide to all the word of truth. This, it will reculily be 
acknowledged, is a work of no little importance in the 
Church of God. ^<Here fidelity and skill are equally 
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necessary, and if either be wanting the wofk will be 
incomplete. With respe^ to the latter, either as it 
regards the word of God, or as it relates to the human 
hearty Mr* Fletcher was abundantly qualified fq? the 
discharge of his office. As to the humsgi heart, he ha4 
so long and so a^purately investigate4- his own, that he 
was not easily deceive in* forming % judgment of his 
neighbour's. He knew iis depths as well as it^ shallow^ 
and its subtle artifices as wett^s its natural tempers ;. hie 
explored its intricate mazes, ^d unlocked its secret re- 
cesses with wonderful ease ; an4 could ^^erally discover 
its real situation through every dis^ise. Witji regard 
to the wof4 of Qod, he had studied it with so much con- 
stancy aijd care, that he was perfectly fainiliar with every 
part of it. IJe was deeply read jn the spiritual sense of 
the word, and had a happy tftlent at reconpiling its 
apparent contradictions. He ^uld select fron^ i|; with 
the utmost readiness truths of every different tendency, 
and knew how to apply them, not only in common 
cases, but in the most extraordinary ^xigeppi^s of God's 
people* . 

10. ^^ His fidelity in addressing the differf&nt classes of 
his hearers, was correspondent to that ^pif it of discern- 
ment and wisdom, with which he wa^ so eminently 
favoured. On the one hand, he never attempted fUgMtf 
to heal the hurt of his people ; and, on the other, he was 
solicitous never to make s(id the heart of the righteous, 
whom God had not made sa4» Wherever he discovered 
impiety in the conduct, or hygyocrisy in the heart, he 
immediately levelled against it tlie keenest Arrows pf cpn- 
yiction.. He wptrned the wicked f>t his way, and fre- 
quently endeavoured to draw him from it, -by alarming 
his heart with salutary fears ; seleptmg ftf^d applying upon 
these occasions those passages. of Holy Wi;it, which a^re 
peculiarly profitable for reprqqf qnni correcti^,. And 
'whenever it became necessary, he marshalled ag^nst 
the careless sinner the most terrible denupciations of the 
Almighty's wrath. In the performance of this p^rt of 
his duty, he paid but little regard to t)ie outwavd circum- 
stances of tji^ offending p^rty. Whether the enemiefi of 
God appeared in the splendour of riches, or i^ tbe mean* 
pe§s or poyerty j )vhether th^y were distinguished by 
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their eruditioay or despicable by their ignorance, he met 
them with equal firmness, in the cause of truth. 

11. "The style of his reproofs was adapted, indeed, 
to the various capacities and habits of these different 
classes of men ; but the substance of those reproofs was 
invariably the same, to whatever clas^ they were directed, 
neither sharpened by contempt, nor blunted by respect. 
Unawed either by the majesty of kings, or the madness 
of the people, he was equally fitted to appear with Mo- 
ses at an impious cocxrt, or to stand with Stephen in a 
turbulent assemWy. But though he was far from betray- 
ing any pusiHanimity in applying the severe threatenings 
of the Gaepel to the obstinately impenitent, yet his heart 
in this awfiil employment was never steeled against the 
feelings of humanity. His fidelity in this part of his duty 
was never unaccompanied with compassion and sorrow. 
He possessed the firmness of Daniel, with all the benevo- 
lence of that fkvonred prophet. Daniel was once directed 
to interpret and apply to Nebuchadnezzar a mysterious 
vision of Divine vengeance, and the fidelity with which 
he performed so painful a duty, is worthy of admiration. 
But while his interpretation was plain, and hiff application 
pointed, it is observabje that they were preceded by evi- 
dent regret, and foUdwed by affectionate counsel. Such 
was the manner of Mr. Fletcher, who had learned, from 
a greater than Daniel, to pronounce a sentence of con- 
demnation with anguish and tears, Luke xix, 41. 

12. " But while he was ftiithful in proclaiming tJie day 
of vengeance to the disobedient, he neglected not to pro^ 
claim liberty to the captivesy and the opening of the prison 
to them that were hound. Both these parts of his duty he 
performed with fidelity, but the latter only with alacrity 
and cheerfulness. Peculiarly to fit him for this evan- 
gelical service, the Lord God hctd given him the tongue 
of the learned, that he should know how to speak a word 
in season to him thA is weary; and in the discharge of this 
favourite part of his office he was equally skilful, tender, 
and happy. His watchful eye was upon the weak, the 
faint, and the afflicted. He dihgently acquainted him- 
self with the nature and causes of their distress ; and 
whether they feinted through the anguish of remorse, or 
groaned beneath the vidence of temptation, he had a 
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suitable eordfal prepared for thdir belief. He placed 
before their eyeS a rich display of Crod's everlasting love, 
and assisted them to extract healing virtire frdm his un* 
changeable promises'. He feelingly exhorted them to 
stretch but the wMiered' hand ; and till the j were enabled 
aetuftlly b taphoid oh the hope set before them, he qe^ed 
not to proclaim, The Lord, the Lord €k>dy mer€^^, ^nd't 
gracious, long sufering, abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, trans- 
gression, and sin J 

IS. **He was throughly ac({uainf6(f with the" treatment 
of afficted cdnsciiences. He knew when to probe, and 
when to heal ; when to depress, and when to encourages 
and no man's case was so perplexed or desperate, but he 
was in some measure prepared to explain and relieve it. 
He tliscovered.hppe for the spiritual mourner amid the 
most hopeless circumstances,! and furnished the tempted 
with a clew to guide them through the intricacies of 
their situation. As the psalmist addressed his own heart 
m distress, so he ad<h*essed himself to every son of afflic- 
tion in the day of his trouble. He reasoned over the 
particular case of -the a!fflicted person — Why art thottso 
full of fieatftness, and why is thy soul so disquieted within 
thee? Art'thou afflicted beyond the common lot of thy 
companions in tribulation^ or has any temptation befallen 
tl^e, except such as is common to man 7 From reasoning 
he proceeded to encouragement; Hope thtm in God: 
reflect upon his nature, depend upon his word, and ask 
of the generations that are past, who ever trusted in the 
Lord and was cc^hfoiinded T From encotiragement he 
rose to assurance ; l%ou 'ihak yet praise him, notwith- 
standing the present unpromising appearances : the God 
of all'consolation shall be thy God, the health of thy coun- 
tenance, and thy jH>rfiohybr ever* 

14. "He was very an^ously desirous, that the voice 
of joy and health, might be heard in the dwellings of the 
righteous ; nor wonld he be contented, till he couldf pre- 
ySl upon the soirrowful to bear some harmonious part in 
the wotk of adoration and Ihanksgivinjg. But it is impos- 
Bible to give a just repreisentation of the sweet and con- 
desce^KHng manner in which he treated every spiritual 
mourner. He would take up their neglected harps^ and 



itized by Google 



o 



tune them to tbe praises of redeenuiig love. He would 
furnish them with a variety of sacred themes, aad solicit 
them at least, to attempt one of tka songs of Sion, An4 
while they lingered, he would, sweetly take the lead in 
celebrating the Divine goodness. Now h^ recorded 
mercies past, and. naw h:^ ceepunted promiised blessings ; 
now he si^ng the wonders of grace, and now Jie pointed 
to the n^ysteries of glory. But if it «^peared, after all 
these animating efforts on his part, that the mourners 
among his pedt>le were unable to accompany him in these 
joyful exercises, hf WbuM suddenly phapg^ his song, of 
praise into i^ strain of supplication, ai^d;#m|estly implore, 
for Uiem the light of His gracious counien^ce, whose 
prerogative 4t is to appoint he^vf,}^ for oMef, the oil ofjotf 
for maur^wg^ ffnd die garments of praise for tie spirU 
of heqvif^ss, 

<^ Thus with aQ possible plainness ^nd ^d^lity, this ani- 
mated preacher administered the good woc^ of God in his 
day and generation, whethe^r it was a word of threatening 
to the careless and impenitent, or a word of consolation 
to the fearful and afflicted." 

15. Yet notwithstanding all the pains he took, he saw, 
for somp. time, tittle fruit of his labour ; insomuch that he 
was more thari once in doubt, whether he had aot mis* 
taken his place ; whether God had indeed called jiim to 
confine himself chiefly to o^e to^iiKU) prto labpu^.^nore at 
large iii hi£( vineyard. He ^&em» tQ l^vp be^o^ especially 
harass^ with doubts upon this subject, Jf at any time h^ 
was weak in faith, s^d in ^n uncoinfort^}e state of mind. 
Thus in a lett^ to Mn Charles Wesley, d9.ted March 10, 
1761, lie says, "As I read ypuf elegy (9^ ttf, M-- — rn) 
I could not re^^ my tp^rs ; tears ^ i^uch the ipar^ 
sweet, a^ th^y originated in a secret hope (h^ I c^ipul^ 
one day strip off the poUutpd n^s of wy p|vj^ righteous* 
nass^ and pift, op. thfs Lprd Jiesus Chrisjt^ Uke^tb^ Christian 
hero of y w|F ppera, 

'' 1 f^isl. ix^prei and Baof e, ^h^jt I ^epith^ oji^ i^ Christ, 
nor Cjiri«^ WW?.; i^^y^rth^tes?, t^o ^ojt ^o feel it, as, t9 
§^^k him :ivith9^:i9]^erQiii^siQi|. O wfi^ch^d i^n that I 
amj who sfuxJ^ deil^pef me from thi^ he^r^ of unbelief ?—r 
Blessed bp Qqd| who has pfom^pi n^f thi^ deliver^acei 
fSjbrough oiiy JfPrd Jesiw Christ !. . ., . 
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"A few days ago, I was viol^dtly tempted to quit 
Madeley: the spirit of Jonah had so seized upon my 
heart, that I had the insolence to murmur against the 
Lord ; but the istorm is now happily calmed, at least for 
a season. Alas ! what stubbornness is there in the will 
of man ; and with what strength does it combat the will 
of €rod under the mask of piety y when it can no hyager 
do so with the uncoTered shameless face of vice ! If a 
man bridlefft not his tongue j all Ms outwiurd religion is 
vain. May we not add to this obserration of St. James, 
that if a man Mdleth not his will, which is thf language of 
his desires, his inward religion is vain also ? The Lord 
does not, however,' leave me altogether ; and I have often 
a secret hope that he will one day touch my heart and 
my lips with a live coal from his altar ; . and that then his 
word shall consume the stubble, and break to pieces the 
stone/' 

Again a few weeks after he writes to the same, " I 
know not what to say to you of the state of my soul : i 
daily struggle in the slou^ of Despond, and I endeavour 
every day to climb the hill Diftieulty. I need wisdom, 
mildness, and courage ; and no man has less of them than 
L O Jesus, my Saviour," draw me strongly to Him who 
giveth wisdom to all who ask it, and upbraideth them not ! 
As to the state of my parish, the prospect is yet discour- 
aging. New scandals succeed those that wear away; 
but offences must come : happy shall I be, if the ofiencve 
Cometh not by me !" 

16. He seems also to have had some scruples respect- 
ing some eirpressions in the Church service : alluding to 
a passage in the office for the piiblic baptism of infants, 
he ol»erves in a letter to Mr. Charles Wesley, Septem- 
ber20, 1762:— 

<< Truly you are^ a pleasant casuist. What ! ' It hath 
pleased thee to regenerate this infant with thy Holy Spi- 
rit, to receive him for thine own child by adoption, and 
to incorporate him into thy holy Church.' Does all this 
signify nothing more than being taken into the insible 
Church? 

<' How came you to think of my going to leave Made- 
ley? I have, indeed, had my scruples about the above 
passage, a^dsome in the burial service; but you may 
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dismiss yoi^r fears, and be assured I will neithei^ many, 

nor leave my church, without advising with you. — ^Adie«i. 

Your affectionate brother, J. F." 

17. Beside the uncon^ortable state in which he some- 
times found his soul, upon his first going to Madeley, he 
was discouraged by the smallness of the ccMOgaegationsy 
and the great opposition which he met wi^ from persons 
of different descriptions. The first of these causes of 
discouragement, however, was soon removed. Within a 
year, it seems, of his first settling there, he writes to Mr. 
Charies Wesley, as follows : — 

<< When I first came to Madeley I was greatly morti* 
fied and discouraged by Ihe smallness of my congrega. 
tions ; and I thought that if some of our frienos at London 
had seen my little company, they would have triumphed 
in their own wisdom ; but now, thank God, things are 
altered in that respect, and last Sunday I had the plea- 
sure of seeing some in the church yard, who could not 
get into the church. I began a few Sundays ago to preach 
m the aflemoon, afler catechising the children ; but I do 
not preach my own sermons. Twice I read a sermon of 
Archbishop Ussher's, and last Sunday one of the homilies, 
taking the liberty to make some observations on such 
passages as confirmed what I advanced in the morning, 
and by this means I stopped the mouths of many adver* 
saries." 

The church now, in a little time, began to be so crowd* 
ed that the church wardens, enemies, it seems, to God 
and his truths began to speak of hindering strangers 
(persons of other parishea) from coming, and of repel- 
ling them from the Lord's Supper. But in these points 
Mr. Fletcher withstood them. It appears, however, that 
toward the latter ead of the yenr the congregation begmi 
rather to decline. For, October 12, he writes to the 
same person : — 

^' My church begins not to he so well filled as it has 
been, and I account for it by the following reasons : — ^The 
curiosity of some of my hearers is satisfied, and others 
are offended by the word ; the roads are worse, and if it 
should ever please the Lord to pour his Spirit upon U8, 
the time is not yet come ; for instead ofsa^png, Let tis go 
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up together to the house of the Lordy they exclaim, Why 
should toe go and hear a Methodist 7 I should lose all 
patience with .my floek, if I had not more reason^ to be 
(satisfied with them than with myself. My own barren* 
ness furnishes me with excuses for theirs ; and I wait the 
time when God shall give seed to the sower, and increase 
to the seed sown. In waiting that time, I learn the mean. 
ing of this prayer, Thy tnll he done ! Believe me your 
sincere, though unworthy friend, J. F." 

18. Although he did not immediately see much fruit 
of his labours, yet God soon gave him some proofs that 
his word was not altogether without its desired effect. 
In a letter, written soon after his going to Madeley, he 
mentioned three pensons who '* professed that they had 
received &e consolations of Divine love under his minis, 
try:" but, says he, "I wait for their fruits." Another 
instance is menticmed by Mr. Wesley, which, it seems, 
occurred when he was under gteat discouragement : " A 
inultitude of people had flocked together at a flmerai. He 
seldom let these awful opportunities slip without giving a 
solemn exhortation. At the close of the exhortation which 
was then given, dne man was so grievously offended, that 
he could not refrain from breaking out into scurrilous, 
yea, menacing language. But, notwidistanding all his 
struggling against it, the word fastened upon his heart. 
At first, indeed, he roared like a lion ; but he soon wept 
like a child. Not long after he came to Mr. Fletcher in 
the most humble manner asking pardon for his past out- 
rageous behaviour, and begging an interest in his prayers. 
This was such a refreshment as he stood in need of; and 
it was but a sjioft time before! the poor broken-hearted 
sinner was filled with joy unspeakable : he then spared 
no pmns in exhorting his fbllow sinners to flee from the 
wrath to come." 

19, From the begixming Mr. Fletcher did not confine 
his preaching to thei church, nor his labours to his own 
parish. Soon after his going to reside at Maideley, we 
find him expressing himself thus to a fliend in one of his 
letters : — *^ I have frequently had a desire to exhort in 
Madeley Wood, and'€oalbrook Dale, two villages of my 
parish ; but I have not dared to run before I saw an 
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cpen door : it now, I think, begins to open ; ad two small 
societies of twenty persons have formed themselves in 
those places." 

To a little society which he gathered about six miles 
from Madeley, he preached two or three times a week, 
beginning at five in the morning. Nay, for many years 
he regularly preached at places, eight or ten, or sixtetti 
miles off; returning the same night, though he seldom 
got home before one or two in the morning. 

20. In these, his labours of love, however, although 
undertaken and prosecuted with the sole view of glorify- 
ing God, and saving souls from death eternal, he met with 
no little opposition and persecution. Indeed the highest 
d^rees of piety to God, or of benevolence to maiikind, 
are found insufficient to secure a man from the reproaches 
of the world. " On the contrary," as Mr. Gilpin Jias 
justly observed, "religion and virtue, when carried to an 
extraordinary pitch of excellence, have generally exposed 
the possessors of them to the slander of malevolence, 
and the rigours of persecution." Many were the instances 
of opposition which th^^ enemies of God and his truth 
made to this holy and benevolent man ; and various were 
the snares which they laid to entangle him, out of all 
which, however, the Lord graciously delivered him, not 
suffering them to hurt a hair of his head. 

One Sunday evening, after performing the usual duty 
at Madeley, he was about to set out for Madeley Wood 
to preach and catechise as usual. But. just then notice 
was brought (which should have been given before) that 
a child was to be buried. His waiting till the child was 
brought prevented his going to the Wood. And herein 
the providence of God appeared. For, at this very 
time, many of the colliers, who neither feared God noif 
regarded men, were baiting ,a bull just by the place of . 
preaching. And having had plenty of drink, they had 
all agreed, as soon as he came, to haU the parson. Part 
of them were appomted to pull him off his horse, and 
the rest to set the dogs upon him. But in the mean 
time the bull broke loose, and threw down the booth in 
which the gentlemen were drinking, and the people, fear- 
ing for themselves the evil they intended for him. Were 
aU dispersed ; ivhile the serious friends, who had come 
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together to hear him preach, were waiting for him in 
quietness and safety. 

21. But drunken colliers were not the only persons 
who opposed and persecuted him. Several of the gentle- 
men, as they were called, and even some of the neigh, 
hounng clergy and magistrates set themselves against 
him from the first : but without being able to accomplish 
their purpose. August 18, 1761, he writes as follows to 
Mr. Charles Wesley : — 

'< I do not know whether I mentioned to you a sermon 
preached at the Archdeacon's visitation. It was almost 
all levelled at the points which are called the doctrines 
of Methodism, and as the preacher is minister of a parish 
near mine^ it is probable he had me in his eye. Afler 
the sermon another clergyman addressed me with an air 
of .triumph, and demanded what answer I could make. 
As several of my parishioners were present, beside the 
Churchwardens, I thought it my duty to take the matter 
up ; and I have done so by writing a long letter to the 
preacher, in which I have touched &^ principal mistakes 
of his discourse with as much politeness and freedom as 
I was able : but I have as yet had no answer. I could 
have wished for your advice before I sealed my letter ; 
but as I could not have it, I have been very cautious, 
intrenching myself behind the ramparts of Scripture, as 
well as those of our homilies and articles." 

About two months afler he writes to the same friend : — 
^^ You have always the goodness to encourage me, and 
your encouragements are not unseasonable ; for discour- 
agements follow one afler another with very little inter, 
mission. Those which are of an inward nature are 
sufficiently known to you ; but some otiiers are peculiar 
to myself, especially those I have had for eight days past 
during Madeley wake. Seeing that I could not suppress 
these Bacchanals, I did all in my power to moderate their 
madness ; but my endeavours have had little or no effect ; 
the impotent dyke I opposed, only made the torrent swell 
and foam, without stopping its course. You cannot well 
imagine how much the animosity of my parishioners is 
heightened, and with what boldness it discovers itself 
against me, because I preach against drunkenness, shows, 
and bull baiting. The publicans and maltmen will not 
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forgive me : they thinks that to preach against drunken* 
ness, and to cut their purse, is the same thing." 

The 16th of May following, he says, " Since my last, 
our troubles have increased. A young man having put 
in force the act for suppressing swearing against a parish 
officer, he stirred up all the other half gentlemen, to 
remove him from the parish. Here I interposed, and to 
do so with efiect, I took the young man into my service. 
By God's grace I have been enabled to conduct myself 
in this matter so as to give them no handle against me ; 
and in spite of all their cabals, I have got the better. 

<< What has greatly encouraged them, is the behaviour 
of a magistrate, who was at the first inclined to favour 
me, but afterward turned against me with peculiar ma- 
levolence, and proceeded so far as to threaten me, and 
all my flock of the Rock Church* with imprisonment. 
Hitherto the Loid has stood by me, and my little diffi. 
culties are nothing to me ; but I fear I support them rather 
like a philosopher, than a Christian. We were to have 
been mobbed witii a drum last Tuesday at the Rock 
Church, but their captain, a papist, behaved himself so 
very ill that they were ai^uuned of him, and are made 
peaceable for the present. Ask of God to give me wis* 
dom, resolution, and love." 

It appears by a letter of his, written to Mr. Charles 
Wesley in July following, that he presented the papist 
above mentioned at the succeeding visitation, although 
without effect. '* Three weeks ago fsays he) I went to 
Ludlow to the bishop's visitation, and I thought the occa- 
sion favourable for my purpose : but the Churchwardens, 
when we were upon the spot, reflised to support me, and 
the court has paid no regard to my presentation. Thus 
I have gained some experience, though at my own cost* 
The sermon did not touch the string with which I was 
whipped the last visitation, suid I afterward had the bold* 
ness to go and dine with the bishop. 

" Many of my parishioners are straneely disconcerted 
at my bringing my gown baek from Ludlow. [They 
thought the bishop would have stripped hm of it. ] Wit^ 

*The Rock Church were a comp&ny of well dispoaed people, 
who assembled for hearing the word, and prayer, at a amall house 
built upon a rock, in Madeley Wood. 
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respect to the magistrate I mentioned, who hecause he 
acted as judge of tbe circuit two years ago, believes him- 
self as able a lawer as Judge Foster ; he, for the present, 
contents himself with threatenings. I met him the other 
day, and after he had called me Jesuit, dec, and menaced 
me with his cane, he assured me again that he would 
«M>on put down our assemblies. How ridiculous is this 
impotent rage ! 

*< I have attempted to £brm a society, and in spite of 
much opposition and many difficulties, I hope, by God's 
grace, to succeed. I preach, I exhort, I pray, dec, but 
as yet I seem to have cast the net on the wrong side of 
the ship. Lord Jesus, come thyself, and furnish me with 
a Divine commission! For some months past I have 
laboured under an insuperable drowsiness j I could sleep 
day and night ; and the hours which I ought to employ 
with Christ on the mountain, I spend like Peter in the 
garden." Thus we see this man of God was not without 
his infirmities. • But these he always magnified. 

22. As the reader will probably wish to see a little 
farther account of this persecution, and of the behaviour 
of this good man under it, I shall insert here also an ex. 
tract from another letter. In August of the same year 
(1762) he writes as follows to the same friend, in whom 
he always put entire confidence : — 

" I have received your last, and I rejoice that Dr. Tur- 
ner, by whose skill the Lord once brought me up from 
the grave, has undertaken your cure. May he have the 
same success with you that he had witii me ; but, be that 
as it will, our comfort is to know that God will do all for 
the best. 

" I have .still trials of all sorts. First, spiritual ones. 
My heart is hard; I have not that contritioA, that filial 
fear, that sweet, humble melting of heart belfbre the Lord, 
which I consider as essential to spiritual Christianity. 

^'Secondly, The opposition m^de^ to my ministry 
increases. A young clergyimu who lives in Madeley 
Wood, where he has^^recr influence, has openly declared 
war against merby pasting on the church door a piqier, 
in which he charges me with rebeUion» schism, and being 
a disturber of the public peace. He puts himself at the 
head of the gwtlemen of the parish, (as they term tlwm- 
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selves,) and supported by the recorder of Wenlock, he 
is determined to put in force the Conventicle Act against 
me. A few weeks ago, the widow who hves in the Rock 
Church, and a young man, who read and prayed in my 
absence, were taken up. I attended them before the 
justice, and the young clergyman with his troop were 
present. They called me Jesuit, &c, and the justice 
tried to frighten me by saying, " that he would put the 
act in force, though we should assemble only in my own 
house." I pleaded my cause as well as I could ; but 
seeing he was determined to hear no reason, I told him, 
'^ he must do as he pleased, and that if the act in question 
concerned us, we were ready to suffer all its rigours." In 
his rage he went the next day to Wenlock, and proposed 
to grant a warrant to have me apprehended ; but, as the 
other justices were of opinion that the business did not 
come under their cognizance, but belonged to the spirit- 
ual court, he was obliged to swallow his spittle alone. 
The Churchwardens talk of putting me in the spiritual 
court, for meeting in houses, &o. But what is worst 
of all, three false witnesses offer to prove, upon oath, 
that I am a liar; and some of my followers, (as they are 
called,) have dishonoured their profession, to the great 
joy of our adversaries. 

'^ In the midst of these difficulties, I have reason to 
bless the Lord that my heart is not troubled. Forget me 
not in your prayers. Yours, J. F." 

23. Such was a part, and but a very small part, of the 
opposition, which, from time to time, for many yecgrs, he 
met with. " His situation with respect to the unworthy 
part of his parishioners," says Mr. Gilpin, "• was similar 
to the situation of Daniel, with respect to the Babylonish 
courtiers : his whole conduct was so admirably regulated 
by circumspection and prudence, that malice itself could 
find no occasion ^against him, except concerning the law 
of his Crod. The v<fluptuary detested his temperance and 
self-denial ; the man of pride poured contempt upou his 
humility and condescension ; the licentious were offended 
at his gravity and strictness ; and the formal were roused 
to indignation by that spirit of zeal and devotion, which 
influenced his whole conversation and conduct. All of 
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theset howerer they might differ among themselves, were 
leagued together as the inveterate enemies of this vene- 
rable pastor. They wrested his words, they misrepre- 
sented his 'actions, and cast out his name as evil. But, 
whatever he was called to suffer from the malice and 
opposition of his enemies, he endured it all with the utmost 
magnanimity and composure, net rendering mZ far evil, 
or railing for railing ; hut contrariwise, blessing. While 
some indignant professors are ready, with James and John, 
to command fire from heaven for the destruction of their 
opposers ; and while others are inquiring, with Peter, how 
otien they are to meet their offending brethren with un* 
feigned forgiveness, he gave himself an example of that 
uncommon charity, which ' suffereth long, and is kind ; 
which is not easily provoked, and thinketh no evil. When 
he was reviled, he reviled not again ; nfiien he suffered, 
he threatened not ; but conunitted himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously.' 

" Whether he was insuked in his person, or injured in 
his property ; whether he was attficked with open abuse, 
or pursued by secret calumny ; through the testimony of 
a good conscience, he walked amid the most violent 
assaults of his enemies, as a man completely invulnerable ; 
and while his firmness discovered that he was unhurt, his 
forbearance testified that he was unoffended. His love 
was truly unconquerable : the cold waters of disrespect 
could not quench it, neither could floods of reproach 
drown Um Being 'revUed, he blessed ; being persecuted, 
he suffered it ; being drfamed, he entreated ; provoking 
his enemies by every afieotionate method to love and good 
works. Whenever he discerned a virtue in the character 
of an adversary, he commended it, he magnified it, he 
sejoiced over it, and endeavoured to make it a medium 
of reconciliation. Whenever he discovered an enemy in 
distress, he hastened to meet him with tokens of gene- 
-Tosity and kindness ; if he hungered, he fed him ; if he 
Mrsted, he gave him drink ; if he was of^ressed, he main- 
tained his cause ; if his heart was brought down through 
heaviness, he endeavoured to support and console him ; 
embracing, with thankfulness, evexy possible opportuiuty 
of heaping coals of fire on his head. 

24. It must be observed here, however, that the oppo- 
7* 
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sition which some of his parishioners and others made to 
him, was of that nature, that he was constrained^ although 
reluctant, to denounce upon them the judgments of God, 
and to warn them, if they did not repent, God would 
speedily cut them off. And the truth of these predictions, 
as I may not improperly term them, was shown over and 
over hy their signal accomplishment. January 13, 1766, 
he wrote to a friend as follows : — 

" This evening I have huried one of the warmest op- 
posers of my ministry, a stout, ' strong young man, aged 
twenty-four years. About three months ago, he came to 
the church yard with a corpse, but refused to come into 
the church. When the burial was over, I went to him 
and mildly expostulated with him. £[is constant answer 
was, ' that he had bound himself never to come to church 
while I was there ; adding, that he would take the con- 
sequences, &c.' Seeing I got nothing, I left him, saying 
with uncommon warmth, (though as fap> as I can remem- 
ber without the least touch of resentment,) <I am clear of 
your blood ; henceforth it is upon your own head ; you will 
not come to church upon your legs, prepare to come upon 
your neighbours^ shoulders.'' He wasted from that time, 
and to my great surprise hath been buried on the spot 
where we were when the conversation passed between 
us. When I visited him in his sickness, he seemed tame 
as a wolf in a trap. O .may God have turned him into a 
sheep in his last hours !" 

25. Many other instances might be produced, if need 
were, of God's confirming the word of his servant, and 
many were the indisputable proofs which were given in 
the parish and vicinity of Madeley, that the toeapons of 
this eminent minister's warfare were mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds^ Indeed, as he attack- 
ed sin in public and in private, under all its wonderful 
variety of appearances ; so he never quitted the charge, 
till he had either subdued or put it to shame. Unawed 
either by numbers or by power, he was superior to all 
the opposition that could be raised against him ; and it 
XQsy be confidently asserted, that no man was able to stand 
before him all the days of his life. That he had enemies 
who were never subdued, will readily be granted : but 
that any of those enemies were hardy enough openly to 
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encounter him, is alMolutely denied* The despisers of 
religion considered him as a man of an undaunted spirit 
in the cause of God r and the most daring among them, 
at the whisper of bis approach, would seek the nearest 
shelter to screen themselves from lus deserved rebuke. 

26. The weapon by which he was enabled to perform 
the most memorable of his public services, was that sacred 
word, which is emphatically called, the sword of the Spirit. 
In the exercise of this two-edged instrument he was expert 
beyond description, turning it every way for the defence of 
the (rospel, and the overthrow of its opposers. With this 
he cut in pieces ail the snares of the wicked, and with this 
he struck at the deepest root of sin. With this he divided 
asunder soul and spirit^ joints and marrow ; and wherever 
he aimed the determined blow, it was impossible for all 
the address of the sinner effectually to ward it off. Upon 
this he chiefly depended for the success of his ministry, 
as the only weapon by which he could ever hope to 
penetrate through the prejudices of his people, and sub- 
due their aversion to the glorious Gospel. While others 
are anxious to charm their hearers with "the studied 
ornaments of artificial eloquence," his first care was, in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, to declare the truth as it is 
in Jesi|8.' Had he aimed at celebrity as a public speaker, 
furnished as he was with all the united powers of learn- 
ing, genius, and taste, he might have succeeded beyond 
many, who are engaged in so insignificant a pursuit. 
But his design was to eofwertj and not to captivate his 
hearers ; to secure their eternal interests, and not obtain 
their momentary applause. Hence, his speech and his 
preaching was viot with enticing words of man^s wisdom, 
kia in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. He spake 
as in the presence of God, and taught as one having 
Divine authority. There was an energy in his preach- 
ing that was irresistible. His subjects, his language, his 
gestures, the tone of his voice, and the turn of his coun- 
tenance, all conspired to fix the attention and affect the 
heart. Without aiming at sublimity, he was truly sub- 
.lime; and uncommonly eloquent without affecting the 
orator. 

27. << He was wondrously skilled in adapting himself 
to the tUfTeretit capacities and conditions ot his hearers* 
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He could stoop to the illiterate, and rise with the learn- 
ed; he had incontrovertible arguments for the skeptic^ 
and powerful persuasives for the listless believer ; he had 
sharp remonstrance for the obstinate, and strong conso- 
lation for the mourner: and, like a scribe, throughly 
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven, he brought forth 
out of his treasures, things new and old, as occasion re- 
quired. To hear him without admiration was impossible ; 
without pr<^t improbable. The unthinking went from 
his presence under the influence of serious impressions, 
and the obdurate with kindled relentingSr Many an 
unsuspecting trifler has he enclosed in the Gospel net, 
and many a happy captive has he ied^ in the course of his 
public ministry, /rom darkness to lights and from the power 
of Satan to God. I shall here transcribe a short passage 
from a letter addressed to me by one of the author's es- 
teemed friends. ' I would rather have heard,' says the. 
writer, ^ one sermon from Mr. Fletcher, viva voce, than 
read a volume of his works. His words were clothed 
with power, and entered with effect. His writings are 
arrayed in all the garb of human literature. But his liv- 
ing word soared on eagle's flight above humanity. He 
basked in the sun, carried his young ones on his wings, 
and seized the prey for his Master. In short, his preach, 
ing was apostolic ; while his writings, though enlightened, 
are but human,* " 

28. But however quick, penetrating, and powerful, his 
word in general was, Mr. Fletcher w»s accustomed " to 
place his chief glory and pleasure in spreading abroad 
the benedictions of the Gospel. He considered the minis, 
tration of mercy as abundantiy^ more glorious than the 
ministration of condemnation, and was disposed to magnify 
it as such upon all occasions. Experiencing in his own 
heart the inestimable effects of mercy, he was anxious 
that all men should be partakers of his joy : and when, 
ever he was engaged in pointing out the source of that 
mercy, its nature, its design, or the different degree of 
its maniifestation, he was then engaged in an emplo3^ment 
peculiarly suited both to his inclmattcm and his state. 
These were subjects upon which he delighted to dwell, 
and upon which he had astonishing things to offer. His 
disposition to universal benevolence was conspicuous 
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through the whole of his spiritual progress, but especially 
in the latter years of his life, when his heart was as a 
vessel running over with Christian charity. As the holy 
ointment ran down from the head of Aaron to the very 
skirts of his clothing ; so the charity of this exemplary 
pastor descended to, and embraced the very least and 
lowest of the human race. Wherever the smallest reU- 
gious desire was expressed, he pronounced a blessing- 
upon it ; and wherever the weakest endeavour after spi- 
ritual attainments was discoverable, he encouraged it 
with his congratulations, and strengthened it with his 
prayers : nay, wherever impiety opposed him under its 
most malignant appearances, he met it with mingled com- 
miseration and hope. Like a faithful imitator of the 
blessed Jesus, he came preachyug peace, and breathing 
the most undissembled good will to all around him« Like 
his beneficent Master, he went about either doing, or 
seeking to do good, in every possible way : and wherever 
he came, he appeared like some superior being, whose 
sole employment was to benefit and bless the children of 
men. In those houses where the sons and daughters of 
peace were found, he was welcomed as a messenger of 
the most joyful tidings, and honoured as an ambassador 
of Jesus Christ. These happy families submitted with 
joy to his paternal authority, and considered his pastoral 
visits as an invaluable privilege. They looked upon their 
houses as consecrated by his prayers, and received his 
benedictions with reverence and gratitude." 

29. It is justly observed, farther, by the same reverend 
and pious author, that " the weak and the wavering have, 
in every age, outnumbered the vigorous and unshaken 
professors of Christianity. Mr. Fletcher beheld in his 
day, with inexpressible concern, the increasing class of 
such unsteady believers: but, while he bewailed their 
instability, he allowed them an ample share of his affec- 
tion. Far from despising the day of small things, he 
laboured with the most affectionate solicitude to strengthen 
the weak hand, and cor^rm the feeble knee, of every 
wavering professor. His anxiety for their advancement 
in grace was discovered in every possible way, and his 
whole deportment toward them was marked with unusual 
tenderness and regard. He followed them with imwea- 
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ried atte&tioD, till he could discover the particular causes 
of their spiritual decay ; and when these were once ascer* 
tained, he employed the most laborious efforts for their 
removal. He carefully acquainted himself with the 
peculiar circumstances and disposition of the unstable 
party, skilfully adapting both his language and his man. 
ner to the nature of their past attainments, and their 
present deficiencies. He argued against their fears, he 
satisfied 'their doubtfil, he bewailed their lukewarmness, and 
reminded them of their privileges; entreating or rebuking, 
consoUng or censuring them, vntk all long-suffering, in 
the meantime he not only avoided^ in his own conduct, 
whatever might have a tendency to offend or unsettle their 
minds, but admonished the stronger brethren to maintaii^ 
toward their feeble companions, a carriage regulated by 
more than ordinary circumspection and kindness. 

"Thus, afler having used every generous endeavour 
for the restoration of the weak, and after having removed 
every apparent obstacle from their path, ijx the spirit of 
supplication and prayer he would watch for their return. 
And whenever he perceived in them the first indications 
of a holy resolution, it cannot be told with what meltinss 
of heart he would fly to embrace them ; how gracioudy 
he would condescend to their weakness^ how carefully he 
would support their steps, and with how much affectionate 
counsel he would guide them in the way. On these occa- 
sions, especially, he put on bowels of mercies, kindness^ 
humbleness of mind, meekness and forbearance^ exhibiting 
through his whole conduct a lovely imitation of that great 
Shepherd, who gathers the lambs with his arm, and gently 
leads those that are with young.^^ 

80. As a specimen of the manner in which he addressed 
the weak in faith, I shall here lay before my readers an 
extract from some of his letters written about this time. 
To Mr. Vaughan, Sept. 4, 1762, he says, "I rejoice 
that you inquire where Christ maketh his flock to rest 
at noon. The rest from the guilt and power of sin, you 
will find only in inward holiness : and this I apprehend to 
consist in, what St. Paul calls the kingdom of God — 
righteousness, which excludes all guilt; peace, which 
banishes all fear that hath torment ; and joy, which can 
no more subsist with doubts, anxiety, and unstableness of 
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miildy than light can subsist with darkness. That there 
is a state, wherein this kingdom is set up, firmly set up 
in the heart, you may see by our Lord's sermon on the 
mount, by his priestly prayer in St. John's Gospel, chap, 
xvii, by the epistle of that apostle, and various parts of 
the emstles of St. Paul and St. James. 

** To aim aright at this liberty of the children of God 
requires a continual acting of faith— of a naked faith in a 
naked promise or declaration, such as, < The Son of God 
was manifested to destroy the works of the devil : — ^The 
law of the spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death : — ^I can do all things, 
through Christ, who strengtheneth me.' By a naked 
faith m a naked promise, I do not mean a hare <issent 
that God is faithfud, and that such a promise in the book 
of God may be fulfilled in me ; but a held, hearty y steady 
ventaring of my soul, body, and spirit, upon the truth of 
the promise, with an appropriating act. It is mine, be- 
cause I am a fenitent sinner ; and I am determined ta 
believe, come what will. Here you must stop the ear of 
the mind to the suggestions of the serpent ; which, were 
you to reason with him, would be endless, and would 
eoon draw you out of the simple way of that faith by 
which we are both justified and sanctified. 

^ You must also remember, that it is yo«r privilege tq 
go to Christ, by such a faith now, and every succeeding 
mimient: and that you are to bring nothing but a dis- 
tracted, tossed, hard heart ; just mich a one as you have 
now* Here lies the grand mistake of many poor but 
precious souls : they are afiraid to believe, lest it dioul4 
be presumption, because they have not as yiet comfort^ 
joy, love, dz;c ; not considering, that £his is to look for 
fruit before the tree b« planted* Beware, then, of looking 
for any peace or joy, previous to your believing ; and let 
this be uppermost in your mind. 

*^ The Lord make yoi| wise as a serpent, and harm* 
less as the loving dove ; but bewmre of the de^nt^s 
food, dust; and the dove's bane, birdlime, I mean worldly 
cares. O, my friend, what is the world? — ^A ftying 
shadow. As we fly through it, let us lose ourselves in 
the eternal substance. Farewell in the Lord. Tourd, 

«J. F." 
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Two months after, he writes thus to Miss Hatton : — '< I 
thank you for the confidence you repose in the advice of 
a poor fellow sinner : may the Father of lights direct you 
through so vile an instrument! If you build all your 
hopes of heaven upon Jesus Christ in cdl his qficeSy you 
do not build without a foundation, but upon the true one, 

'< That there is a seal pf pardon, and an earnest of our 
inheritance above, which you are as yet a stranger to, 
seems clear frpm the tenor of your letter ; but had I 
been in the place of the gentleman you mention, I would 
have endeavoured to lay it before you, as the fruit of 
faiihy and a most glorious privilege, rather than as the 
root offaWiy and a thing absolutely necessary to the being 
of it. 

" I believe many people know, when they receive faith, 
and all people, when they receive the seal of their pardon. 
When they believe in Christ, they are justified in the sight 
of God ; and when they are sealed by the Spirit, they are 
fully assured of that justification in their own conscience.^ 
Some receive faith, and the seal of their pardon, in the 
same instant, as the jailer, dec ; but others receive faith 
first, as the dying thief, the woman of Canaan, David, 
the people of Samaria, Acts viii, 12-16, and the faith- 
ful at Ephesus, Eph. i, 13. Suppose, then, God gave 
you faith, i. e. a hearty trust in the blood of Christ, and 
a sincere closing with him, as your righteousness and your 
oZZ, while you received the sacrament, (which seems to 
me very probable, by the account you give me,) yourivay 
is exceeding plain before you. Hold fast your confidence, 
but do not rest in it ; trust in Christ, and remember he 
says, I<tm the way; not for you to stop, but to run on in 
him. Rejoice to hear that there is a full assurance of 
faith to be obtained by the seal of God's Spirit, and go on 
from faith to faith, imtil you are possessed of it. But 
remember this, and let this double advice prevent your 
straying to the right or left : — ^First, That you will have 
reason to suspect the sincerity of your zeal, if you lie 
down easy without the seal of your pardon, and the ftdl 
assurance of faith. Secondly, While you wait for that 
Beal in all the means of grace, beware of being unthank- 
ful for the least degree of faith and confidence in Jesus ; 
beware of burying one talent because you have not five ; 
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beware of despising the grain of mustard seed, because it 
is not yet a tree* 

''May the Lord teach you the middle path, between 
resting short of" the happiness of * making your calling 
and election sure^* and supposing you are neither called 
nor chosen, and that God hath not yet truly begun his 
good work in you. You can noTer be too bold in believ- 
ing, provided you still aj^pire after new degrees of faith, 
and do not use your faith as a clodkfor sin. The Lord 
despises not the day of small things ; only beware of 
resting in small things. And look for the seal and abiding 
witness of God's Spirit, according to the following direc* 
tion : — 

" Restless, reugn'd, for this I wait, 
For this my vehement soul stands stilL'* 

As tp deep sights of the evil of sin, the more you go on, 
the more you will see Christ exceeding lovely, and sin 
exceeding sinful : therefore, look up to Jesus, as a vile 
and helpless sinner, pleading his promises : this is going 
on, and trust him for the rest. 

<' With respect to myself, in many conflicts and troubles 
of soul, I have consulted manymasters of the spiritud 
life, but Divine mercy did not, does not suffer me to rest 
• upon the word of a fellow creature. The best advices 
^have often increased my perplexities; and the end was 
to make me cease from human dependence, and wait 
upon God from the dust of self-despair. To him, there* 
fore, I desire to point you and myself, in the person of 
Jesus Christ. This incarnate God receives weary» per. 
plexed sinners still, and gives Ihwiii solid rest. He teaches 
as no man ever taught ; his words have spirit and life ; 
nor can he possibly mistake our case. I am, madam, 
your fellow servant in the patience and kingdom of Jesus, 

«J. F." 

To the same person, he says in another letter, dated 
Jan. 26, 1763, **I share in the joy which your deliver* 
ance from your late trials gives to those who shared in 
your perplexity. Heaviness may endure for a night, but 
gladness cometh in the morning ; and when it comes after 
a l<mg nneasy night, it is doubly welcmne, and deserves 
a dottUe tribute of praises* O be not wanting in &at 

8 
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erweet duty !-^I mean pnuaiBg, firom a sense of the IKvine 
goodness, love, and patience toward us. Kemember that 
you are brought from dafkness to' light, to show forth the 
praises of Him who calleth you ; and that your feet are 
set at liberty for you to rim with patience, the race of 
pcayer and praise, self-denial and obedience, which the 
Lord hath set before you. 

'< Would you go on comfortably and steadily for the 
time to come, beg of the Lord to give you grace to ob. 
serve the following advice. L Live above earthly and 
ciieature comforts. 2. Beware of flatness and lukewarm* 
ness : this, if not carried immediately to the Lord, ends 
<^en in darkness and deadness. 3. Value Divine comfarta 
above all things, and prize Christ ahaoe all camforUy that 
if they should ftul, you may still glory in the God of your 
salvation. 4. Let that which torments others, make 
your happiness — ^I mean self-denial, and renouncing your 
own will. 5. Be ready to yield wiA joy^ to every con- 
viction of the Spirit of €rod. Be faithful to present ^ce, 
and aspire after a continual growth* 6. live the present 
mmMnt to God, and avoid peqilexing yourself about your 
pmst or future experience: by giving up yourself to 
Christ, as you are^ and being willmg to receive him Aoto, 
as he is, leaving all the rest to him, you will cut up a • 
thousand temptations by the roots." 

A few weeks after, he adds, " I am glad you persist in 
taking up your cross, and following the Ci4>tain of our 
salvation. Tou miust expect many difficulties : some of 
your greatest trials may come fh>m your dearest friends 
without, and your nearest part within. I have always 
found it profitable to expect die worst, for a temptation 
foreseen is half overcome. Let us count the cost dafly, 
and learn to value all outwajrd things as dung and dross, 
that we may win Christ. 

'* My heart is at present full of an advice, which I have 
just given^ with some success, to the Israelites in the 
wilderness about this place :—iSpend, in ^feehng after 
Christ, by the prayer of, such faUh as you have^ whether 
it be dark or luminous, the time you have hitherto sp^nt 
in desponding thoughts, in perplexing considerations upon ' 
the biMness or uncertainty ot your state, and come now 
to the Lord Jesus with, your present wants, daring to 
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betieTe that he wttits to be gracious to you.' Christ is 
(^ VHty, the high way to the Father, and a high way is as 
free for a sickly beggar as a glorious prince. If it be 
suggested, < You are too presumptuous to intrude without 
ceremony upon Him, that is glorious in holiness, and 
fearful inr praises :' — answer in looking up to Jesus : 
' Be it I myself deceive, yet / nm$tf I mu9t believe.' 
I am with sincerity, &;c, J. F." 

In August his words to this lady are, '' I am heartily 
glad to find that your heart is set upon obtaining the one 
thing* needful, Christ in nsy with all his graces, t?ie hope 
of glory. I beg, in my Master's name, you would cherish 
the conviction of the need of this prize of your high call- 
ing, and pursue it in the new and living way in which the 
faUiers trod, that of the cross, and that of faith. We 
travel in the first, by continually denying ourselves, in 
the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eye, and the pride 
of li^ ; and we advance in the second by aiming at 
Christ, claiming Christ, embracing Christ, delighting and 
rejoicing in Christ received in Sie heart, through the 
chaiinel of the Gospel promises. To be able to ^o on in 
the way of the cross and that of faith, you stand m need, 
madam, c^ much recollection, and steady watchfulness 
over the workings of your own heart, and diligent atten- 
tion to the whispers of Divine grace. That the Lord 
would powerfully enable us to run on with faith and 
patience, till we inherit the promises, is the prayer of) 
madam, your servant in Christ, J. F." 

31. The following directions, sent, I believe, about the 
same time, to this well-disposed, but diffident friend, show 
stiU more fully how well qualified he was to strengthen 
the weak hands, and to speak a word in season to such 
as were weary, " (1.) It is better to perish for believing 
wrong, than for not believing at all : venture then, with 
Esther, If I perish^ I perish. I had rather perish in try- 
ing to touch the sceptre of grace, than in inddenUy wait- 
ing till the King touches me with it. 

"(2.) Christ often reveals himself as a babe, a feeUe 
infant^ Do not you despise him in his lowest, weakess 
state: do not say to your Saviour, I will not receive thee. 
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unless thou iippear in a blaze of glorious Ught. Reject 
not the litde leaven ; and if your grain of fai£b is small as 
mustard seed, be the more careful not to throw it away 
as dirt. The Holy Ghost says, The light of the just 
shines mare and Tnore to the perfect day ; and how feeble 
is the light of the early morning, how undiscemible f^pm 
darkness ! 

"(3.) Sin gives you your first title to the Friend of 
sinners^ and a simple and naked faith the second. Do 
not then puzzle yourself abouj; contrition, faithl^lness, 
love, joy, power over sin, and a thousand such things, 
which Satan will persuade you you must bring to Christ. 
He will receive you gladly with the great mountain of 
sin ; and the smallest grain of faith, at Christ's feet, ^ill 
remove that mountain. 

" (4.) At the peril of your soul, do not puzzle yourself 
at present about joy, or love. Only desire that this 
blessed Man may be your bridegroom, and that you may 
firmly believe that he is so, because he hath .given you 
his flesh and blood upon the cross ; and continue believ- 
ing this, and trusting in him. Your business is wUh Jesus, 
with his free, unmerited love, with his glorious promises, 
dec, &c. 

" (5.) Strongly expect no good from your otm heart : 
expect nothing but imbelief, hardness, unfaithfulness and 
backsliding. And when you find them there, be not shaken 
nor discouraged ; rather rejoice that you are to live by 
faith on the faithful heart of Christ, and cast not away your 
confidence, which hath great recompense of reward. 

"(6.) When you are dull and heavy, as will often be 
the case, remember to live on Christ,^ and claim the 
more by naked faith. I have not time to say more, but 
Jesus, whom you hold by the hem of his promise, will 
teach you all the day long. Look unto him and be saved, 
and remember he forgives seventy times seven. May 
his dawning love attend you till it is noonday in your 
soul; and pray for your unworthy servant, J. F." 

32. It must be allowed that these directions were well 
adapted to beget faith in the unbelieving and difiident, in 
order to their obtaining justification and peace with God, 
and tq strengthen that faith. In the meantime he was 
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not wlmting in giving other advices calctthited to guatd 
and in^jprove it« To Mr. Vai;^han he says, <'As you 
desire me to tell you simply what I think of the state of 
your sottl as described in your letter, I will do it as the 
Lord shall enable me. 

<' I praise him that he has begun a good work in you, ' 
which I make no doijdi^f he will finish, if you do not coun. 
teract the operations of his grace. Your haviilg some- 
times free access to the throne of gri^e, but soon falling 
back into deadness and darkness, is the comm<Hi expe- 
rience of many who walk sincerely, though slowly, toward 
Sion. It argues on one side, the drawings of faith ; aiid 
on the other, the fower of unbelief. I would compare 
such souls to the child of the patriarch, who came to the 
birth, nay, saw the light of this worid, and yet returned 
again into his mother's womb, until, after a greater strug- 

fle, he broke through all that was in his way, and left 
le place where he had been so long in prison. 
" If you fall short, yet be not cast down, but strive 
more earnestly to enter in at the strait gate. Watch 
more unto prayer, and pray for that faith which enables 
the believer tioio to lay hold on eternal life. Remember, 
however, that your prayers will not avail much, unless 
you deny yourself, and tidce up erery cross, which the 
Lord sufibrs men, devils, or your own heart, to lay upon 
you. In the name of Jesus, and in the power of his mighj, 
break through all ; and you will find daily more and 
more, that Jesus is the light of the world, and that he 
who follows him, shall not wdlk in darkness » The peace 
of J^sus be with you. Farewell. J. F." 

To Miss Hatton, who seems to have been in a similar 
state of mind, he writes more largely as follows : — ^' You 
seem, madam, not to have a clear idea of the happiness 
of the love of Jesus, or, at least, of your privilege of lov- 
ing him again. Your dulness in private prayer arises 
from the want of familiar friendship with Jesus. To olb- 
viate it, go to your closet, as if you i^ere going to meet 
the dearest friend you ever had : cast yourself immedi- 
ately at his feet, bemoan your coldness before him, extol 
his love to you, till your heart bretdc w^h a desire to love 
him, yea^ till it actually melts with his love. Be you, if 
8* ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



•0 ISn OF BBV. J. tXBTCHSR. 

not the importunate widow, at least the importunate vir- 

fin, and get ytmr Lord to avenge you of your adversary- 
mean your ccid heart, * 

^< You ask from me some directions to get a m&rt^ied 
spirit. To get this get recollection. 

<' Recollection is a dwelling within ourselves; being 
abstracted from the creature, and turned toward God. It 
is both outward and inward. Outward recollection con- 
sists in silence from all idle and superfluous words ; and 
a wise disentanglement from the world, keeping to our 
own business^ observing and following the onler of God 
for ourselves, and shutting the ear against all curious 
and unprofitable matters. Inward recollection consists 
in shutting the door of the senses ; in a deep attention to 
the presence of God ; and in a continual care of enter-, 
taining. holy thoughts, for fear of spiritual idleness*--^ 
Through the power of the Spirit, let this recollection be 
steady even in the midst of hurrying business : let it be 
calm and peaceable ; and let it be lasting. Watch and 
pray^ lest you enter into temptoHan. 

'< To maintain this recollection, beware of engaging 
too deeply, and beyond what is necessary, in outward 
thjinga; beware of suffering your affections to be en- 
tangled by worldly vanities, your imagination to amuse 
itself with unprofitable objects, and of indulging yourself 
in the commission of what are called small Jauks^ 

" For want of continuing in a n^eollected frame all the 
day, our times of prayer are frequently dry and useless, 
imagination prevails^ and the heart wanders: whereas 
we pasja easily from recollection to delightfol prayer.. 
Without this spirit, there can be no useful self-denial, nor 
can we know ourselves ; but where it dwells, it makes 
the soul all eye, all ear ; traces and discovers sin, repela 
its first assaults, or crushes it m its eariiest risings. 

*^ But take care here, to be more taken up with the 
thoughts of God than of yourself; and consider how 
hardly recollection is sometimes obtained, and how easily 
it is lost. Use no forced labour to raise a particular 
fram^ ; nor tire, fret, and grow impatient, if you have no 
comfort; but meekly acquiesce and confess yourself 
unworthy of it ; lio prostrate in humble submission before 
Gods and patiently wait for th^ smiles of Jesus. 
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^< May the following motives stir you up to the pursuit 
of recollection. 1« Without it, Gid^s voice cannot be 
heard in the soul, 2, It is the aUar on which we must 
offer up our Isaacs. 3« It is instiumentally a ladder (if 
I may be allowed the expression) to ascend to God. 
4. By it the soiil gets tor its centre^ out of which it ccmnot 
rest. 5. Man's soul is the temple of God — ^recollection 
the holy of holies. 6. As the wicked by recollection find 
hell in their hearts, so faithful souls find heaven, 7. With* 
out recollection all means of grace are useless, or make 
but a light and transitory impression. 

"If we would be recdUiected, we must expect to sufer. 
Sometimes God does not speak immediately to the heart; 
we must then continue to listen with a more humble 
sUence. Sometimes assaults of the heart, or of the tem* 
per may follow, together with weariness, and a desire to 
turn the mind to something else : here we must he patient. 
By patience unwearied we inherit the promises. 

" Dissipated souls are severely punished. If any man 
abide not in Christ he is cast out as a branch*— cast out 
of the light of God's countenance, and barrenness follows 
in the use of the means. The world and Satan gather 
and use him for their service. He is cast into the fire of 
the passions, of guilt, of temptation^ and, perhaps, of hell. 

<^ As dissipation always meets its punishment, so recol- 
lection never fails of its reward. Afier a patient waiting 
comes communion with God, and the sweet sense of his 
peace and love. Recollection is a castle, an inviolable 
fortress against the world and the devil : it renders all 
times and places ahke, and is the habitation where Christ 
and his bride dweU. 

" I give you^ these hints, not to set Christ aside, but 
that you may, according to the light and power given to 
you, take these stones and place them upon the chief 
comer stone, and cement them with the blood of Jesus, 
until the superstructure, in some measure, answer to the 
excellence of the foundation. I beg an interest in your 
prayers for myself and those committed to ray charge, 
and am, with sincerity, madam, your servant &r Christ's 
sake, • J. F." 

. Tbese important advices were given March 5, 1764, 
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and Septetttber followine he adds : — ^^* Witii respect to the 
hindenmces yoor worldly hamness lays in the way of 
your soul, I would have you to be persuaded, tkat they 
are by no means insunnoui^ble. The foUowing meailSy 
in dite subordination to faith in Jesus, may, by l£e bless- 
ing of God, be of se^ice to you. 

"{!>) Get up eariy, and save time before you go to 
business, to put on ^e whoU armour of God^ by close 
meditation and earnest prayer. 

<<(2.) Consider the temptation that most easily besets 
you, whether it be hurry or vani^, (Mr lightness, or want 
of recollection to do what you do as unto God. Pender 
the consequences of those sins, see your weaknesis to re« 
sist th«n, and endeavour to obtain a more feeling sense 
of your helplessness : vrkn^n you have it, you will natu- 
rally watoh unto prayer, tind look to Christ for strength 
from moment to moment. ^ 

^<(3.) When your mind hath been drawn aside, do not 
tiret, or let yourself go down the stream of nature, as if it 
were in vain to attempt to swim against it ; but confess 
your fault, and cahnly resume your ioxmer endeavour, 
but with more humility and watchfulness. 

<<(4.) Steal from business now and then, though for 
two or three minutes only, and in the comer ^ere you 
can be least observed, pour out your soul in confeedon, or 
a short ejaculation at the feet of Jesus, for power to watch, 
and to believe that he can keep you watching. May 
you feelingly believe that he hath bcmght the power fbr 
you, and then, of a truth, you will find it done to you 
according to your faith. I am, dec, J. F.'* 

33. These extracts from his letters may serve to show 
us how this servant of the Lord Jesus was M^ont to exer« 
cjse his ministry toward the weak and wavering, and how 
well the Lord had furnished him with grace and gifis for 
the important office of binding up the broken hearted, 
proclaiming liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that were bound. But this was not 
the only way in which he comforted those that mourned, 
and gave them " the garments of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness." 

34. "As the parish of Madeley was uncommonly popu- 
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lous, SO it abounded with peiaons, who, either through 
iafinniiy or misfortune, were reduced to a state of indi- 
gence and distress. Over this despised and destitute part 
of his fiock, Mr. Fletcher was aecustomed to watch with 
unusual attenticm and concern. He regarded them as his 
peculiar charge, and exerted himself to the utmost for their 
encouragement and support. Not content with freely 
offering them the consolations of the Gospel, he con- 
tributed largely to the relief of their temporal necessities, 
and generally divided among them the greater part of his 
income. He sought them out with the most industrious 
care, and expressed a great degree of thankfulness to any 
person who would direct him to Ihe abodes of wretched- 
ness and poverty., To such abodes, indeed, he was sel- 
dom a stranger, nor coald any considoyation prevail with 
him to pass them by, without •attempting to dry up the 
tears, and supply the wants of, their afflicted inhabitants* 
I{is daily walks were among the fatherless and the widows, 
the friendless and the oppressed : and while he counted 
it his indispensable duty to labour for their relief, he con- 
ttdered that very labour as one of the sublimest pleasures 
he was capable of enjoying. 

35. '^The profusion of Ms charity toward the poor and 
needy is scarcely credible : it constantly exhausted his 
purse, it frequently unfurnished his house, and sometimes 
left him destitute of the most comn»>n necessaries. He 
was acoustomed to make an exchange of state with his 
indigent brethren, freely bartering his ease for their wo, 
and his plenty for their penury. That he might feed the 
hungry, he led a life of abstinence and self-denial ; that 
he might cover the naked, he clodied himself in the most 
homely attire ; and that he might cherish such as were 
perishing in a state of extreme distress, he submitted to 
hardships of a very trying nature." He not only reUeved 
their necessities himself, to the uttermost of his power, 
but was the mean of procuring help for them from others 
that were of greater ability. This appears from his let- 
ters of thanks to s<Hne of those persons. James !■ d, 
Esq., in. particular,, sent them frequent relief in different 
ways.-^(< Yesterdajr, (says Mr. Fletcher to that friend of 
the poor, in a letter, dated Madeley, March 30, 1767,) 
I received your kind letter ; and your kind present about 
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a month ago. It came safe, and is a Inx^e stock for the 
poor and me. The Lord return it you m living water. 
May it flow like a never failing stream through your soul, 
and the souls of all that are near and dear to you ; -thsA 
is, not <mly those of your own household, but diso of the 
household o{ faith.^ What a pleasure to love fdl, and be 
a well wisher to all !" 

Again, in a letter dated March 26, 1769, he says to the 
«ame :-r-^' Your rich present of meat came last week, and 
shall be distributed to the pious poor aereeably to your 
orders, as a proof that Jesus, the liberal Jesus, the Bread 
of Life, is indeed xisen, and lives in his jnftnbers, who 
mutually aid and comfort each other. We are happy to 
receive your bounty, but you are more happy in bestow, 
ing it upon us : witness the words of Jesus, < It is more 
blessed to give than to receivi^:' Nevertheless, receive 
by faith the presents of the Lord, the gids of his Spirit, 
and reject not the bread which came down from heaven, 
because the Lord gives it you with so much love.^' 

He writes to the same friend some time afler^ " I think 
I wrote my last two days before I received your bounty— 
a large hogshead of rice, and two cheeses. Accept the 
thanks of our poor and mine' on the occasion. I distri- 
buted it on Shrove Tuesday, and preached to a numerous 
congregation, on, ^Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, ainl all other things shall be added 
unto you.' May you and I find the bread we scattered 
that day, though it shpuki not be till after many days. 
We prayed for our benefactor, that God would give Um 
a hundred fold in this life, axtd eternal life, where life 
eternal will be no burden. I saw then, what I have not 
oAeu seen on such occasicms, gladness without the app«Eur- 
ance of envying or grudging." " But it is impossible (pro- 
ceeds Mr. Gilpin) to declare in how many ways he dis- 
covered his tenderness toward the friendless, and to how 
many inconveniences he cheerfully exposed himself, for 
the alleviation of their various distresses. He followed 
thetn to the most secret scenes of their wretchedness, 
and in all their afflictions he was afflicted ; he literally bore 
their several burdens, and freely drank of their sorrowful 
cup, that he might make room in it for a mixture of con. 
eolation and joy. He was eyes to the blind, and feet to 
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thelume; hevnB9,fatk0rtothepo0r9and afriendiohim 
that had no helper ; the blessing of such as were ready to 
^perish came upon himj and he caused the toidow^s heart to 
sing for joy. Such was the attention of this compas. 
cionate pastor to the oecessities among his people, and 
«aoh was the libexality which he exercised toward them 
to the close of his life ; when a concern for their welfare 
%ecompanied him to his death bed, where he tenderly be- 
wailed their distresses, and earnestly recommended them 
to the favour of that God, who had promised, that the poor 
shall not always he forgotten, ^ 

36. "The concern which Mr. Fletcher expressed for 
the relief of the unfortunate and afflicted, was truly un- 
common ; but his compassion was stiU more abundant 
to#|utl the immoral and profane, whom he constantly 
regarded as the most miserable of men. While he 
detested vice^ he pitied the vicious : and while he fied 
from sin, as fh)m the face of a serpent, he turned to the 
mnner with the warmest emotions of benevolence and 
charity. Considering the wicked as poor beyond the 
power of expression, be joyfully presented them with the 
pearl of great price. He saw them wandering as sheep 
without a shepherdj and endeavoui^ed to conduct them to 
the fold of God : he beheld them attempting to quench 
their thirst at the poisoned streams of worldly pleasure, 
and affectionately invited them to the fountain of living 
waters: ho saw them heedlessly rushing to the gates of 
death, ami laboured to turn their feet into the way ever- 
lasting. 

"Animated with that burning charity, by which St. 
Paul was impelled to publish the Gospel from nation to 
nation, this evangelical preacher was constrained, not 
only within, but as has been observed above, beyond the 
limits of his parish, to fol^pw after the ignorant, the care- 
\easj and the abandoned^ warning every tnan, and teaching 
every man in all wisdom,' that he might present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus. Considering the business with 
which he was charged, as an employment of the highest 
importance, without paying any servile attention to times 
or places, he lost no opportunity o{ executing the com- 
misnon he had received. His highest wish was to convert 
the wicked from the error of his way ; and in the course of 
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80 arduous an undertaking, he was prepared, at tHe com- 
mand of his Lord, to go forth into the highways a$id hedges 
with the invitations of the Gospel : anxious to do the work 
of an evangelist, with all possible fidelity, and not ashamed 
that every hour and every place should bear testimony 
to the affectionate 'zeal with which he laboured for the 
welfare of the Church. 

87. <<As the miser toils to increase his hoards, and as 
the ambitious person studies to advance hi» reputation in 
the world ; with equal assiduity and desire this holy man 
endeavoured to promote the reformation of the ungodly. 
Rising up, early, and late taking rest, he was employed^ 
either directly or indirectly, through the whole of the day, 
in hiring labourers into the service of his Lord. To en- 
gage their attention and excite their desire, he set before 
them the freedom of that service, the honours that attend 
it, and the rewards that follow it: to strengthen tbeir 
feeble resolution, he joyfully offered them every brotheriy 
assistance; and to shame their inactivity, he pointed 
them to the example of those who cherfully bore all the 
burden and heat of the day. As an affectionate father 
conducts himself toward his disobedient children, reprov- 
ing and alluring, admonishing and persuading them, with 
every affecting testimony of parental tenderness ; so this 
spiritual father conducted himself toward the childnm of 
transgression and impiety, seeking, by every affectionate 
method, to engage them in the pursuit of that holiness^ 
withotU which no man shall see the Lord. 

38. '' With respect to individuals, he was peculiarly 
careful to choose the fittest opportunities of conversing ' 
with them upon sacred subjects. In the day of their pros- 
perity he sometimes spake to them as it were at a dis-' 
tance ; but in the day of their adversity, he redoubled his 
efforts, and followed them with the most familiar attention ; 
fully persuaded, that religious impressions can never be 
made in a more favourable season, than when the heart 
has been softened by previous aJiicting providences. 
Were they destitute of spiritual knowledge '?-*4ie ex- 
plained to them the mysteries of evangelical truth. Were 
they presimiing upon the mercy they had formerly 
abused ? — ^he awakened their fears by representations of 
that righteous wraih, which is revealed fnm heaven against 
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aM ungodUne9». Were they doubtftil of ever finding 
acceptance with God;'*4ie animated their hopes, and 
encouraged them to a steady dependence upon the pro* 
mises ofOod ; happily adapting hia several applieatioiis 
to the circumstances of his spiritual patients. Such was 
the ardent charity of this father in Christ toward the de. 
praved and unbelieving, wherever he discovered them ; 
a charity which was fre<piently no less effectual in its 
operations, than powerfol in its essence. A number of 
instances of this might be produced, if need were." 

S9. It was his concern for the salvation of his pwislu 
ioners, of whatever description, which induced hint to 
write pastoral letters to them, when at any time duty to 
others called him to commit ^em to the care of another 
minister for a few weeks. These letters, which are many 
in number, all breathe the spirit of deep humility, wdmit 
zeal, and active disinterested benevolence, and iriiow, in 
a striking light, how he watched over the souls of his 
people, as one that must give an account* Justice to his 
character as a minister of Christ, and a servant of his 
Church, seems to rei|uire that I should insert at least one 
or tw« of these, which shall be the first in order, written 
in the years 1765 and 1760. I refer &ose who. wish to 
kee more of them to the volume of his letters, published 
by the Rev. Melville Home. The fimner is d»ted Bath^ 
October 80, and Is as follows : — j 

** To tiiose thait love the Lord Jesus Christ, m and about 
Madeley r Peaae be multiplied to yeu firom Cbd the Fai 
ther, and from our Lord Jesus Chnst^ tltf«m|^ the openM 
lions of the Holy 6host. Anmu ^ • ^> 

"By the help of Divine Prtmdence, andthe aesistane^ 
of your prayevs) i e«mo safe here. I was, and. «ii still, 
a good deal weighed down undmr the sensd of my own 
insttfileieticy to prsaofa the unseai^diaUe ridbes of Christ 
to poor dying souls. 

"This pIao« is Aio seat of Satan's sandy throne: the 
Lord hath, nevertheless^ a. ftrw names nosoy who afensd 
ashamed of him, and of i^om be is not- ashamed, bodi 
tnnofig the poor and amcmg the rich* Th^re ale not mkmy 
of ^e last, though blessed be God for any one < it is a 
gr^at miracle if one camel passes through, the aye of a 
neeAe, W ia other words, ir one rieh man enters hit^ the 
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kingdom of heaven. I thank God, none of you are rich 
in the Uiings of this worid. You are freed from a double 
snare, even from Dives's portion in this life. May you 
know the happiness attending your state ! It is a mercy 
to be driven to the thnme of grace, even by bodily want, 
and to live in dependence on Divine mercy for a mgrsei 
of bread. 

<< I have been sowing the seed the Lord hath given me 
both in Bath and Bristol, and I hope your prayers have 
not been lost upon me as a minister ; for though I have 
not been enabled to discharge my office as I would, the 
Lord hath yet, in some measure, stood by me, and over- 
ruled my foolishness and helplessness. I am much sup. 
ported by the thought that you bear me on your hearts, 
and when you come to the throne g( grace to ask a bless- 
ing f<Nr me in the name of Jesus, the Lord doth in no wise 
cast you out. 

*^ In regard to the state of my soul, I find, blessed be 
God, that as my day is, so is my strength to travel on, 
either through good or bad report. My absence from you 
answers two good ends to me : — ^I feel more my insuffi- 
cienoy, and the need of being dtiily ordained by Christ to 
pre^bdi his Gospel ; and I shall value the more my privi. 
leges among you> please God I return safely to you. I 
hs^* yesterday a most advi^ntageous offer made me of 
goin^, free of cost, to visit my mother, brothers, and sis- 
tens m the flesh, whom I have not seen IcHr^ighteexi years ; 
but I'find my relations in the spirit nearer and dearer to 
me l^aa my relations : in the flesh. I have, therefwe, 
rejected the kind offer, that I may return among you, and 
be comforted by the mutual faith both of y«« and me. 

'<I hope^ dear brethren, you improve much under the 
ministry of that laithfUl servant of God, Mr. Bcown, whom 
Proiddence blessei9 you with. Make haste to gather the 
hcmey of knowledge and crace as it d^ps from his lips; 
and may I find the hive of your hearts so full of it on my 
return, that I may share, with you in the hei^vealy store. 
In order to this, beseech^ the Lord to excite your hunger 
and tlnrst for Jesus's flesh and blood, and tp increase 
your desire of Uie sincere milk of the word. When peo« 
pie are hungry they will find time for their mesj^, and a 
good appetite does not thinka meal a day top much. Aa 
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you go to your «piritual meals do not forget to pray ifi 
the way, and to feast your souls in hopes of hearing some 
good news irom heaven, and from Jesus, 1^ l&thful, 
(ovkig Friend whom yon have there : and when you return, 
oe sure to carry the unsearchable riches of Jesus's dymg 
and rising love home to your houses, in tho vessel of a 
believmg heart. 

<« Let your light be attended with the warmth of love. 
Be not satisfied to know the way to heaven, but walk in 
it immediately, constantly, and joyfully. Be all truly in 
earnest : you may, indeed, impose upon your brethren, 
by a formal attendance on the means of grace, but you 
cannot deceive the Searcher of hearts. Let him always 
tiee your hearts struggling toward him ; and if you fall 
through heaviness, sloSi, or unbelief, do not make a bad 
matter worse by cimtinuing helpless in the ditch of sin 
and guilt. Up, and away to the fountain of Jesus's blood. 
It will not only wash away the guilt of past sins, but 
strengdien you to tread all iniquity under your feet for 
the time to come. Never forget that the soul d[ the dilt« 
gent shall be made fat, and that the Lord will spue the 
lukewarm out of his mouth, unless he gets that love which 
ipakes a person fervent in spirit, dUigent in business, 
serving the Lord. 

" You know the way to get this love is, 1. To consider 
the free mercy of God, and to believe in the pardoning 
love of Jesus, who died the just for the unjust to bring us 
to God. 2. To be frequently, if not constantly applying 
this faith, with all the attention of your mind, and all the 
fervour of your heaft,*-^^Lord, I am lost, but Christ hath 
died.' 3. To try actually to love, as you eon, by setting 
your affeciiODs on Christ, whom you see not ; and for his 
sake on your brethren, wIkmu you do see. 4. To use 
maeh private prayer for yourselves and others ; and to 
try to keep up that communion with God and your absent 
brethren. I beg, in order to this, that you will not for- 
take the assembling of yourselves together, as the man. 
ner of scnne is: and viiien jou meet as a society, be 
neither baekwardy not forward to speak. Esteem your- 
selves every one as the meanest in company, and be ^M 
to sit at the feet of the lowest. If you are tempted against 
any ime, yield not to the temptation, and pray much for 
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that ioYe which hopes all thmgSy and puts the best ecni' 
struetion ev^n upon the worst of failings. I beg, for 
Christ's sake, I may find no divisions nor ofienees anumg 
you on my return. <If there be any consolatiim in 
Christ, if any comfort of love, if any feliowsbip of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, flmt 
ye be like minded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, and of one mind. Let nothing be done through 
strife or vain glory ; but in lowliness of mmd, let each 
esteem other better than themselves.' 

*< I earnestly request the continuance of your prayers 
for me, both as a minister, and as your companion intribu< 
lation. Aiik particularly, that the Lord wocdd keep me 
from hurting his cause in these parts ; and that when Pro- 
vidence shidl bring me back among you, I may be more 
thoroughly fumished for every good work. Pardon .me, 
if I do not salute you all by name : my heart does it, if 
my pen does hot. That the blessing of God in Jesus 
Chrtist may crown all your hearts, and all your meet' 
ings, is the earnest prayer of, my very dear brethren, 

« Yours, dec^ J. F." 

The other letter to which I referred was written about 
a year after, from Oakhall, which place and netghbourr 
hood he seems to have had a peculiar reason for visiting 
at this time. It is in the following words :— 

" To those who love or fear the Lord Jesus Christ at 
Madeley : Grace, peace, and love, be multiplied to you 
from our God and Saviour iesus Christ. 

<* Providence, my dear brethren, called me so suddenly 
from you, that I had not time to tske my leave, and re^ 
commend m^melf to your prayers. But I hope the good 
Spirit of our Grod, which- is the Spirit of love and supplioa* 
tton, has brought me to your remembrance, as the poorest 
and weakest of Christ's ministers, and consequmtly as 
one whose hands stand most in need of being strengthen- 
ed and lifted up by your prayers. Pray on then for 
yourselves, for cme another, and for bim whose glory is 
to minister to you in holy things, and whose sorrow it is 
not to do it in a manner more suitable to the majesty of 
Hie Gospel, and more profitable to your souls. 

^< My heart is with you, and yet I bear patiently this 
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bodily septtraltOQ fbr three reasons. Firat, the vari^y of 
Biore faithful and able ministers^ whom you have during 
my absence, is more hbely to be servieeabie to you, than 
my preseiM^ among you : and I would always prefer 
your prcfii to my saeisfacHon. Secondly, I hope Prori- 
dei^e will give me those opportunities of conversing and 
praying with a greater variety of experienced Christians, 
which will tend to my own improvement, and, I trust, in 
the «ad, to yours* Thirdly, I flatter myself, that aller 
some weeks' absence, my ministry wiU be recommended 
by the advantage oi noveUy, which, the more the pity, 
goes farther wkh some, than the woid itself. In the mean- 
time, I shall give you some advice, which, it may be, 
will prove boih suitable and profitable to you. 
. '^1. Endeavour to improve daily under the ministry 
which Providence blesses you with. Be careful to attend 
it with diligence, faith, and prayer. Would it not he a 
great shame, if, when ministers come thirty or forty miles 
to offer you peace and pardon, strength and comfort, in 
the name of God, any of you should alight the glorious 
message, or hear it ias if it were nothing to yoU) and as^ 
if you heard it not 1 See, theu) that you never come from 
a sermon without being more deeply convinced of sin and 
of righteousness. 

^ 2. Use more prayer before you go to church. Con- 
sider that your next appearance there may be in a coffin ; 
and entreat the Lord to give you now so to hunger and 
thirat after righteousness .that you may be filled. Hun- 
gry people never go fasting from a feast. Call to mind 
the text I preached from the last Sunday but one before 
I le^ you, — Wker^are laying aside aU nudice, 4^Cj 
1 Peter ii, 1. 

<< 3. When you are under the word, beware of sitting 
as judges rather thaa as crimimds. Many judge of the 
manner, matter, voice, and person of the preacher. YoU| 
perhaps, judge ail the congregation,, when you should 
judge yourselves worthy of eternal deaths and yet worthy 
of eternal life, through the worthiness of Him who stood 
and was c^Midoinoed lUJ^late's bar for yon. The moment 
yoti have done crying to God, as guiUyy or thanking 
Christ, as reprieved criminals, yoa have reason to coja- 
etude that this advice is l^elled at you« 
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<«4. Wl»tiyott have luied a mean of gmce, ami do not 
iiad younelvea sensibly quickened, let it be a. matter of 
deep humiJiatioa to you. For want of repontiag of their 
unbelief, and hardness of heart, some get into a habitof 
deadness and indolenee ; ao that they oome' to . be as 
insensible, and as little ashamed of thcMoiselves for it as 
stones. 

" 5. Beware of the inconsistent behaviour of Ihose who 
complain they aie full of wanderings, in the evening, under 
the woidi, when they have suffered their minds to wander 
from Christ all the day long. O ! get acquainted with him, 
that you may walk in him, and with him. Whatsoever 
you do or say, especially in the things of God, dp. or say 
it as if Christ were before, behind, and on every side of 
you. Indeed he is so, whether you consider it or not ; 
tor if when he visibly appealed on earthy he called him- 
self the San of taan who is in AeotKm, how much more 
th^ti is he present on earth sow, that- he makes hia imme« 
diate i^ppearance in heavaa.9 Make your conscience 
maintain a sense of his l^ssed presence aH the day long, 
and then* all the day long you will have a feast. For 
om you conceive any thing more delightful, than to be 
always at the fountain of love, beauty, and joy ;> — at the 
spring of power, wisdom, goodness, and truth ? Can there 
be a purer and more melting happiness, than to be with 
the best of fathers, the kindest of brothers, the moet geae« 
reus of beaefact<^ and the tenderest of husbasids ? Now 
JesHis is all this, and much more to the behoving soul. 
O ! believe, my Mends, in Jesus notv, through a continual 
nom. And until' you can thus believe, mourn over your 
unbelieving hearts : drag them to him, as y&u eon ; think 
of the efficacy of his blood shed for the ungodly, mA wait 
for the spirit of &dth fiom on hidli. 

<^6. Some of fou .wonder way you oanftot beUevef 
why you cannot see Jemis with the eyc^ of.youK mindi 
ahd delight in hknjvith all the afiections of your hearts 
I apprehend the iPNbion to be one of these, or> pertef8| 
all of them t-t^ * 

^< First, You are not jpoatj lastt undone f hdpkM sinaera 
in yourselves. You mdulge spiritual and refined self* 
ri^eousness ; you. am not yet dead to the law, and quite 
slain by the commandnie^t* No^w the kii^piom of heaviea 
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belongs to none but the poor in spirit. JeAi^'came to 
aave none but the loet* What wonder, then, if Jesus be 
nothing to yen, and if yo« do not Hve in his kingdom of 
peace, righteousness, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

*' Secondly, Perhajps you spend your time in curious 
reaiso&ings,' instead of casting yourselves down as forlorn 
sinners, at Christ's feet ; leaving it to him to bless you, 
loAsn, and in the manner, and di^gree he pleases* Know 
that he is the wise and sovereign Lord, and that it is 
your duty to lie before him-as clay->4ui fools — as sinful 
nothings. 

^^ Thirdly, Perhaps some of you wilfully keep idols of 
one kind or other; you indulge some sin against light 
and knowledge, and it is neither matter of humiliation, 
nor confession to you. The love of praise, of the world, 
of money, and of sensual gratifieations,when not lamented, 
are as implacable enemies to Christ, as Judas and Herod. 
How^cmn you Mieoe, seeing you «eelb the honour that 
cameih of men? Hew, then, your Agags in pieces before 
the Lord : run ftom your Delilahs to Jesus ; cut off the 
right hand, and pluck out the right eye that offends you. 
Come Qiajrom amon^ them, and & separate, saith therLord, 
and I wiu receive you. Nevertheless, when you strive, 
care not to make yoursetf Sr righteousness of your striv. 
ings. Remember that mepUerioue, justifying righteous- 
ness is- finished and brought in, and that your works can 
no more add to it, than your sins can diminish f^m it. 
Shout, then, the Lord omr rigHeoueness ; and If you feel 
yourselves undone sinners, humbly, yet boldly say. In the 
Lard I haee ri^temtmees and str^igth. 

'< When I was in Londc»i I endeavoured to make the 
most of my timo; that is to say, to hear, to receive, and 
practise the word. Accordingly I went to Mr. White- 
field's tabernacle, and heard him give his society a most 
escellsnt exhortation upon love. He began by observing, 
< Thai when the Apostle St. John was did, and past walk- 
ing and preaching, he would not fersake the assembling 
himiself with the brethreni atf the manner of too many is, 
upon little or no pret^iee at all. On the'contrary, he got 
himself carried to their meedng^ and with his last thread 
of voice» preached to them his final sermon, consisting 
of this one sentS90et MylUUe ohMreny loive one another.* 
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I ^ish, I pmy» leametUy be9eeck youj to foUow that evaa- 
gelicai, apostolieal advioe ; and till God make you all Mt- 
Ue ehildren, tittle in your own eyes, and simple as litUe 
children, give me leave to say, my dear brethren, love 
one another, and of course judge not, provoke not, and 
be not shy of one another ; but bear ye one another's 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Yea, bear with 
one another's iniinnities, and do not easily cast off ^any 
one ; no, not for «tn, except it be ohsiinately persisted in. 
<< My sheet is iiiU, and so is my heart, of good wishes 
for you, and ardent longings after you all. When I re- 
turn, let me have th0 comfort of finding you aU believing 
and loving. Farewell, my dear brethren. The blessing 
of God be with you^all ! This is the earnest desnre i^ 
your unworthy minister, J* F." 

40. The same concern for the spiritual welfare of his 
flock, together with the very mean opinion which he had 
formed of himself, induced him from time to time, to iavite 
other ministers to visit his parish, and assist him to make 
known to the inhalMtants thereof the riches of the grace 
of God. The Rev. Mr. John Wesley frequently visited 
him ; and many are the invitations which we find to Mr. 
Charles Wesley, in his letters to that servant of God* 
Nor did he confine his invitations to ministers of the 
established Church, but requested the aid even of such 
as had not been episcopally ordained* In or about the 
year 1764, he writes as follows to Mr. Mather, a well 
known and eminent preacher in Mr. Wesley's connec- 
tion : — <'I desire you will call at the Bank* as often as 
you have opporttinity. An occasional exhortation from 
you or your fellow labourer, at the Bank» Dale, &c, wiH 
be esteemed a favour ; and I hope that my stepf^ng as 
Providence directs, to any of your places (leaving to you 
the management of the societiea) will be deemed no 
eneroaohment. In short we need not make two parties : 
I know but one^ heaven b^low, and that is Jesus's k>ve ; 
let us both go a|id abide in it, and when we have gather, 
ed as many as we can to go with us, too many ^1 still 
stay behind.^* May 97, 1766, he says to a firiend:-^ 

* A place about five miles from hid parish, on which he had be. 
stewed much Jaboar, and wbefe Whad gaUwxtti a amall sooiety. 
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'<The coming of Mr. Wesley'* pteachem ii^ my i 
gires me no uneasiness. As I am sennble that every body 
does better^ and of course is more acceptable than my- 
self, I should be Sony to deprive any one of a blessing ; 
and I rejoice that the worls of God goea oQ by any iostni- 
ment, or in any place. '* 

41. Nor did he refuse the help even of such as difiered 
from him in judgment, and that as to points which have 
been always thought, in the Christian Churdi, of consider^ 
able importance, supposing he had reason to think that 
they loved our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. It is well 
known that he was firmly established in the belief of the 
doctrine of general redemption ; yet he was glad to re* 
ceive any pious minister of a contrary sentiment, and to 
give him an opportunity of calling sinners to rep^itanee 
in his parish* This appears f|^m the following letter to 
the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, dated Madel^y, May 
16, 1767, which speaks of Capt. Scott as haviiig preach- 
ed at Madeley, on Mr» Fletcher's invitation, and urges 
Mr. Whitefield to visit them also for the same purpose. 
I insert this letter here, because it is a striking picture of 
the state of his mmd at this time, and breathes that spirit 
of humility, benevolence, and zeal, for wUch he was so 
ccmspicuous through his whole life. . 

*< Rev. akd Deab Siii.<«— I am conlbunded when I re. 
eeive a letter from you; present and eternal contempt 
from Christ and all his members is whitt I deserve. A 
sentence of death is /my due; but iiulead of it, I am 
favoured with lipes of love. God writQ a thousand, far 
them, upon your own heart ! and help you to^ read, with 
still more triumphant- and .huitibler demonstrations of 
gratitude, redeeming love, so deeply engraven upon the 
palms of our Saviour's hands, and to assist many thou« 
sands more to spell out the mysterious words ! 

^< Your mentioning my poor miuifltralions among your 
congregation opens agam a wound of shfune that was but 
half healed, i feel the need of asking God, you, and 
your hearers pardon^ for weakening theglorious matter of 
the Gospel, by my wretched hrdfion maanexs; imd spoiling 
the heavenly power of it, by the uncleaaiiess of my heart 
and lips* I shoidd be gkd to go and be your curate some 
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time this year ; irat I sm ao opesmgy nor the leaat pros: 
pect of any. What between die dead and tlie living, a 
parish ties <»« d»wn more than a wife. If I coald go any 
where tiiis year it i^HMild bo'to Yericshirey to accompany 
Lady Htmtingdbn, according to a design &at I had half 
formed last year ; but I fear that I shall be debarred even 
from this. I set out, God willing, to-morrow morning for 
TVeveoka, to meet her ladyship thmre, and to show her 
th# way to Madeleyr wlieve (s^e proposes to stay thre« 
or four days, in her |pay to Derbyi^ire. What chaplain 
she mil hwm ^Mwa, I know not ; God will provide. I 
rc^ioe, that Ibaugh yoa are sure of heaven, y9u have 
still a desire to iiment the eavth, by being a peacemaker. 
Somehow, you wi)l enjoy the blessing that others may 
pesriblyiiofttse. 

^^ Last Sunday seveim^ht, Captain Scott preached to 
my coz^egution a setmoh, which was more blessed, 
thcRigh preaibhed only upon my horse-block, than a hun- 
dred of those i preaoh in the pulpits I invited him to 
come and treat her ladyship next Sunday with another, 
now the place is consecrated. If you should ever favour 
Shropshire with your presence, you shall have the cap- 
tain's or the parscm's pulpit at your option. Many ask 
me whether you will • n^ come to have some fruit here 
also ; what must I answer them ? I, and many more 
complam of a stagno^en of the work. What must we do ? 
Every thing buds and blossoms about us, yet our winter 
is not over. I thought Mr. N— , who hath been thfee 
weeks in Shropshire, would have brought the turtle dove 
along with him; but I could not prevail upon him to 
come to this poor Capernaum. I tbink I hi^dly ever 
met his fellow for a judicious spirit. Still, what hath 
God done in hkn and me? I am out of hell, and mine 
eyes have seen also something of his salvation ; though I 
must and do gladly yield to him and all my brethren, yet 
I must and will contend, that my being in the way to 
heaven makes me as rich a momunent (^ mercy as he or 
any of them. O that I may leel the wonderful effect of 
the patience that is manifested toward me ! Lord, break 
me, and meke me a vessel capable of bearing thy name, 
and the sweet savour of it, to my fellow sinnefs ! Ask 
this for me^ dear sir, and present ray Clunstiaii respects 
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to UxB. Whitefie]4» Mr» Hardy and Keon, Mr. Joyce, 
Croom, and Wright. Tell Mr. Keea I am a letter ia his 
debt, and postponed writing it, till I have had such a sight 
of Christ, as to breathe his love throygh eveiy line. I 
am. Rev. and dear sir, with, blessed be God, a measure 
of sincere affection and respect, your willing, though halt, 
ing and unworthy servant, J. F.'^ 

42. The inexpressible concern which he felt for the 
enlargement of the kingdom of Christ, and the salvation 
of souls, induced him not only to speak concerning Divine 
things in all companies, where he had any prospect of 
doing good thereby ; but also, as we have already seen, 
to write spiritual letters from time to time, to sundry per- 
sons, friends, or strangers, who appeared to need advice, 
reproof, or consolation, and especially to such as were 
afflicted. The reader may find many of these in that 
small collection of his letters before mentioned, published 
first in 1791, and since then frequently republished. All 
these letters are excellent, especially those which are 
addressed to persons under afHiction. For the sake of 
such as have not the volume at hand, and to give the 
reader a farther specimen of his manner of writing to his 
friends, particularly such as had laid him under obliga- 
tions by their favours, or were in a state of affliction, I 
shall here insert two of his letters written about this 
time. To one from whom he seems to have received a 
present of some articles of wearing apparel, he writes as 

follows : — 

« 

" My very Dear FauBim,— The providence of our 
good God brou^ me safe here last Thursday, loaded 
with a sense of your excessive kindness, and my exces* 
sive unworthiness of it. Your Araunafa-iyce spirit shames 
and distresses me : 1 am not quite satisfied about your 
evasions with respect to the hUl ; and though I grant it 
more blessed to give, than to^ receive, I think you should 
not be so selfish as to engross all that Uessedness to 
yourself. Nevertheless I drop my upbraidings, not to 
lose that time in them which I i^ould saVe to thank you, 
and to praise Jesus. I thank you, then, for all your 
favours, but ai>ove all for your secret prayers for a poor, 
unworthy, unprofitable wretch, who deserves neither the 
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name of a nuaister, nor of a Christian. If you are so 
kind as to contmue them (whioh I earnestly beg you will) 
I beseech yon pray that I may have power to tarry at 
the footstool of Divine mercy for a day of pentecost, till 1 
am endued with power from on high for the work of the 
ministry, and the blessings of Christianity. 

'< I know not whether I am wrong in tiiis respect, but I 
expect a power from on high to make me what I am not»-- <- 
an instrument to show forSi the praises of the Redeemer, 
and to do some good to the souls of my fellow creatures. 
Until this power come, it appears to me that I spend my 
paltry strength in vain, e^d that I might almost as well 
sit still. But I know I must keep rowing, though the 
wind be contrary, till Jesus come walking upon the 
waters, though it were in the last watch of the night. 

"You see that while you praise on the top of the 
mountain, I hang my untuned nar{| on ^e mournful wil. 
low at the bottom, out Jesus was in Gethsemane as well 
as on Tabor, and while he blesses you, he sympathizes 
with me. But this is speaking too much about ad/; 
good and had eelf must be equally denied, and He that is 
'the fulness of Him who fills all in all,' must fill my 
thoughts, ray desires, my letters, and my all. Come, 
then, Lord, come and drop into our souls, as the dew into 
Gideon's fieece ; drop thy blessing on these lines, and 
may thy sweet name, Jssus, Emmanubii, God with us, 
be as ointment and rich perfumes poured upon my dear 
sister's soul ! Spread thy wings of love over her ; reward 
her a hundred fold in temporal and spiritu^ blessings, 
for the temporal and spiritual mercies she hath bestowed 
upon mtf as thy servant ; imd vouchsafe to make and 
keep me 9udi ! 

^' I Wjgnt you to write to me what you think of the life 
offaUht and whether you breathe it without itOerruftion ; 
whether you neter leave that rich palace— -Christ* to re- 
turn to that dungeon, s^; what your feelings are when 
faith is at its loumteWft »id when it acts TnoBifaw&rfMy 7 
I should be glad also if you would answer these quea* 
tions,— 'Whal views have you of imother world ? What 
sense have yon of the nearness of Cbfist? What degree 
of fellowship with the souls nearest your heart? What 
particular intimations of the wtti of God, in intricate afiUns 
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and material steps ? and whedi«r you can reconcile the 
Hfe affakh with one wrong temper in the heart ? 

^ l€ you are so good as to answer these questions at 
large, you will oblige me more than if you were to send 
me two hundred waistcoats, and as many pair of stock- 
ings. Jesus is life, love, power, truth, and righteous, 
ness. Jesus is ours ; yea, he is over all, through all, 
and in qs all. May we so fiUhom this mystery, and so 
evidence the reality of it, that many may see, and fear, 
and turn to the Lord ! My kind love and thanks wait 
upon your sisters, dec. Farewell in Jesus. Pray lor 
your obliged imworthy servant, J. F.*' 

To Miss Ireland, who was under affliction, and 
approaching fast toward her great and final change, his 
words are : — 

'' December ^, nes 
<* Mt Dbak apfuctbd F]iiB]n>,-^I hear you are re- 
turned from the last journey you took in search of bodily 
health. Your heavenly Father sees M to deny it you, 
not because he hateth you, (Jar wham the Lord Umeth he 
ehasten^h,) but because heakh and life might be filial 
snares to your soul, out c^ which you could not escape, 
but by tedious illness and an early death. Who knows 
also) whether by all you have suffered, and still sniflSsr, our 
gracious Lord does not intend to kiU you to the flesh and 
to tiie world, and both to you ? Beside, onr hearts are so 
stilpid, and our insens&ility is so great, tbai the Father 
of our spirit aee» it necessary to put some of his sharpest 
and longest thorns into our fleshy to make us go to our 
dear Jesus for the balmy graces of his Spirit. 

^ I believe some are driven out of all the refuges of 
crafty and indolent nature, only by the nearest and last 
approaches of that ftithful minister and servant of Christ, 
-^DeoA. Of this I had a remaricable instance no longer 
ago than last Monday, when Ood took to himself one of 
my poor afflicted paiMuoners, a boy of fifteen years of 
age, who was turned out of the infinnary two years ago 
as incurable. From that time he grew weaker every day 
by the running of a wound ; but his poor soul did not 
gather strengSi. In many respects one would have 
ti^ought his afflictiooB were lost upon him. He seemed to 
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rest more in his safferings, and in his patience under them, 
than in the Saviour's blood and righteousness. Being 
worn to a skeleton, he took to his death-bed ; where I 
found him the week before Iq^Bt, with his candle burning 
in the socket, and no oil seemingly in the vessel. I spent 
an hour in setting before him the greatness of his guilt in 
this respect, that he had been so long under the rod of 
CTod, and had not been whipped out of Ms careless unbelief 
to the bosom of Jesus Christ. He fell under ti^ convic- 
tion, confessed that particular guilt, and began to call on 
Hie Lord with all the earnestness his dying frame would 
allow. This was on the Wednesday, and on the Wed- 
nesday following, the God who delivers Uiose that are 
appointed to die, set one of his feet upon the Rock, and 
the next Sunday the other. He had chiefly used that 
short petition of the Lord's prayer, ^Thy kingdom come; 
and spent his last hours in testifying, as his strength would 
allow, that the kingdom was come, and he was going to 
the King, to whom he invited his joyful moumfUl tnoUier 
to make the best of her way after him. Five or six days 
before his death, my wicked, unbelieving heart might 
have said, To what purpose hath God afflicted so long 
and so heavily this poor wonm? But the Lord showed 
that he had been all that while driving the spear of con- 
sideration and conviction, till at last it touched him in a 
sensible part, and made him cry to the Saviour iii earnest. 
And who ever called upon him in vain ? No one. Not 
even that poor indolent collier boy, who foft two years 
would not so much as cross the way to hear me preach. 
Yet how good was the Lord ! because his body was too 
weak to bear any terrors in his mind, he showed him 
mercy without. The moment I heard him pray, and saw 
him ifeel after a Saviour, my fears on his account vanish- 
ed ; and though he had not been sufiered to testify so 
clearly of God's kingdom, yet I should have had a joyful 
hope that God had taken him home. 

'* Like the poor youth and myself, you have but one 
enemy, my dear fHend — an indolent, unbelieving heart ; 
but the Lord hath driven it to a comer, to make you cry 
to him who hi^ been waiting at the door all these years 
of trouble, to bring you pardon, peace, and eternal life, 
in the midst of the pangs of bodily death. Jesus is 
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Bb name* Salvation and love ar& his nature. He is the 
Fadier of eternity — ^your Father of course. All the love 
that is in Mr. Ireland's breast is nothing to the abyss of. 
love that is in your Creator's heart. A mother may for- 
get her sucking child, but I will not forget thee, says he, 
to every poor distressed soul that claims his help. 

'' O fear not, my frien'd, to say, I will arise and go to 
tiiis Father, though I have sinned greatly against Heaven, 
and in his sight. Lo, he rises, and runs to meet and 
embrace you. He hath already met you in the virgin's 
womb ; there he did so cleave to your flesh and spirit, 
that he assumed both, and wears them as a pledge of love 
to you. Claim in return, claim as you can, his blood 
and Spirit. Both are now the property of every d3ring 
sinner, that is not above receiving, by faith, the uns^eak* 
able gift. 

" Your fhther has crossed the sea for you* Jesus has 
done more. He hath crossed the abyss that lies between 
heaven and earth, between the Creator and the creature. 
He has waded through the sea of his tears, blood, and 
agonies, not to take yon to the physician at Montpelier, 
but to become your PhyJsieian and Saviour himself, to sup. 
port you under all youi bodily tortures, to sanctify all 
your extremities, and to heal your soul by his multiplied 
stripes. Your lather has spared no expense to restore 
you to health ; but Jesus, who wants you in your prime, 
hath spared no blood in, his veins to wash you from your 
sins, write your pardon, and seal your title to glory. 

** O my fiiend, delay not cheerfully to surrender your- 
self to this good Shepherd. He will gladly lay you on 
the arm of his power, torn as you are with the bruises of 
sin and disease, and wiH carry you triumphantly to his 
heavenly sheepfold. Look not at your sins without be- 
holding his blood and righteousness. Eye not death but 
to behold through that black door your> gracious Saviour, 
saying. Fear nat^ O thou of UttHefaUh^ wherefore dost thou 
doubt ? Consider not eternity but as the palace where you 
are going to enter with the Bridegroom of soiils, and 
rest from all your sins and miseries* View not the con- 
dei^nning law of God, but as made honourable by Him 
who was a curse for you, and bore the malediction of the 
law, by hanging, bleeding* and dying* on the cursed tree 
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in your place. If you think of hell, let it be to put yon 
in mind to believe, that the blood of God incarnate hath 
quenched its devouring flames. If you have no comfort* 
mistrust not Jesus on tibat account ; on the contrary, take 
advantage from it to give greater glory to God, by believ- 
ing as Abraham, in hape.Mgairut ho^. And let this be 
your greatest comfort, that Jesus, who had all faith and 
patience, cried for you in his dying moments, My Goi^ 
my God, why hast Am forsaken me? As your strength 
w^l bear exertion, and his grace apprehended will allow, 
surrender y<mr8elf constanSy to him as the purchase of 
his blood, and invite him earnestly to you as a poor worm 
perishing without him. In this simple Gospel way, wait 
the Loid's leisure, and he will comfort your heart. He 
will make all his goodness to pass before you here, or 
take you hence to show you what you could not bear in 
flesh and blood, the direct beams of the uncreated beauty 
of your heavenly Spouse. 

<< I hope you take care to have little, or nothing eke 
mentioned to and about you, but his praises and promises. 
Your tongue and your ears are going to be silent in the 
grave ; now or never use them to hear and speak good 
of his name. Comfort your weeping friends. Reprove 
the backsliders. Encourage seekers. Water, and you 
shall be watered. Death upon you makes you, through 
Christ, a mother in Israel. Arise, as Deborah. Remem- 
ber the pra3ring, believing, preachings though dying thief; 
and be not afraid to drop a word for Him who c^eneth a 
fountain of blood for yim in his dying tortured body. 
Sufier, live, die, at his feet — and you will soon revive, 
sing, and reign in his bosom for evermore. Farewell m 
the Conqueror of death and Prince of life. J. F." 

43. The pious lady addressed in the preceding letter, 
died, it appears, soon afler, and we fioid Mr. Fletcher, in 
March following, comfortkg her father on the event of 
her death, and of the affliction of Mrs. Ireland and a sis- 
ter. Indeed he had most tend^ly sympathized with him 
in his sorrow during her affliction, and laboured te pre- 
pare his mind, by 1^ consolatory letters and conversa- 
tion, for the change which, it was but too evident, was 
rdaily approaching. 
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" Uncertain as I am," says he, the July preceding, 
« whetiier your daughter is yet alive, or whether the Lord 
hath called her from this vale of darkness and tears, I 
know not what to say to you on the subject, but this, that 
our heavenly Father appoints all things for the best. If 
her days of suffering are prolonged, it is to honour her 
with a conformity to the crucified Jesus ; if they are 
shortened, she will have drunk all her cup of affliction ; 
and I flatter myself that she has found, at the bottom of 
it, not the bitterness and the gall of her sins, but the honey 
and wine of our Divine Saviour's righteousness, and the 
consolations of his Spirit. 

" I had lately some views of death, and it appeared to 
me in the most brilliant Colours. What is it to die, but to 
open our eyes after the disagreeable dream of this life, 
after the black sleep in which we are buried on this earth? 
It is to break the- prison of corruptible flesh and blood, 
into which sin hath cast us ; to draw aside the curtain, to 
cast off the material vail which prevents us from seeing 
the supreme Beauty and Goodness face to face. It is to 
quit our polluted and tattered raiment, to be invested with 
robes of honour and glory ; and to behold the Sun of 
righteousness in brightness without an interposing cloud. 
O my dear friend, how lovely is death, when we look at it 
in Jesus Christ ! To die is one of the greatest privileges 
of the Christian. 

<' If Miss Ireland is still living, tell her a thousand times 
that Jesus is the resurrection and the life ; that he hath 
vanquished and disarmed death ; that he h^ brought life 
and immortality to light ; and that all things are ours, 
whether life or. death, eternity or time. These are those 
great truths upon which she ought to risk, or rather to 
repose her soul with full assurance. Every thing is 
shadow and a lie in comparison of the reality of the 
Gospel. If your daughter be dead, believe in Jesus, and 
you shall find her again in him, who fills all in all, who 
encircles the material and spiritual world in his arms ;— 
in the immense bosom of his Divinity. 

** I have not time to write to Mrs. Ireland ; biit I entreat 

her to keep her promise, and to inform me what victories 

she has gained over the worid, the flesh, and sin. Surely 

when a daughter is dead or dying, it is high time for a 

10* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



114 LIFE OF RKV. J* FLETCHEX. 

father and a mother to die to all things below, and aspire, 
in good earnest, to that eternal^ life which God has grren 
us in Jesus Christ. Adieu, my dear friend. 

"Yours, J,F." 

Again, October 14, he writes : — *' If the last efibrts of 
the physicians fail with respect to Miss Ireland, it will at 
least be a consolation to you, to know that they have been 
tried. When the last reed shall break under her hand, 
that will be the great signal to her to embrace the cross 
and the Crucified, the luree of life and the fruit it bears, 
which give everlasting health and vigour. When we 
consider these things with an evangelical eye, we dis- 
cover that every thing dies. Things visible are all tran« 
sitory ; but invisible ones abide for ever. If Christ is 
our life and our resurrection, it is of little importance 
whether we die now, or thirty years hence ; and if we 
die without embracing him, by dying now, we shall have 
abused his mercies thirty years less than if we had lived 
so many years longer. Every thing turns out well, both 
life and death, our own and that of those who are near 
to us." 

After receiving tidings of her death, he says : — 

" My Deab Fbibkd, — " The Loyd is desirous of making 
you a true disciple of his dear Son, the man of sorrowtf 
by sending you affliction upon affliction. A sister and 
a wife, who appear to hasten to the grave, in which you 
have so lately laid your only daughter, place you in cir- 
cumstances of uncommon affliction. But in tins see the 
finger of Him who works all in all, and who commaiids 
us to forsake all to follow him. Relieve in liim ; beHeve 
that he does all for the best, and that all shall woi^ for 
good to those who love^ him, and you shall see the salva- 
ti<m of God : and with your temptations and trials he 
shall open a door of deliverance for you and yours. His 
goodness to your daughter ought to enc^ourage your faith 
and confidence for Mrs. Ireland. OfiTer her upon die akar, 
and you shall see, that, if it be best for her and you, his 
grace will suspend the blow which threatens you." 

Two months afterward he adds : — "I syn^thize wilSi 
you with all my heart, aad I- pray ti^at you may hxve 
patience and wisdom proportioned to your difficukief . 
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You must tdce up your cttmHj and pray in secret, like a 
man whose eartibly cistenn bxb broken on every side, 
and wfao hath need of consolation from feeling the fount- 
aui of living water springing tip in his soul unto eternal 
ti£^. I have every mcnaent need to follow the advice I 
give to you ; but mjr carnal mind midges strong resistance. 
I nanst enter into life by death : I must be crucified on 
the cross of Christ, before I can live by the power of his 
resurrection. The ho^ give us grace to die to aurgehes ; 
for it is not enough to die to our relatives. Blessed in- 
deed is that imion with Jesus Christ, by which a believer 
6an oast upon that Rock of Ages, not only his burdees, 
bat Atswelf— the heaviest burden of all. O Lord, give 
us power to believe with that faith which woHcs by the 
prayer of confidence and love ! 

"lam, &c, J. F.'* 

Thus this man of God laboured to be useful in every 
possible way. By preaching, conversing, writing; by 
instructing, reproving, encouraging, exhorting ; ^y warn- 
ing and beseeching ; by word and deed ; by acting and 
suffering ; and especially by letting his light shine before 
men, and exhibiting to ttieir view an example of sincere 
and genuine piety and virtue, he endeavoured, with the 
most ardent zeal finSi unwearied diligence, to advance the 
honour and interest of his Divine Master. At home and 
abroad, in company and alone, in public and in private, 
he ceaised not to keep in view and prosecute his great 
.and important design. 

But although, as will readily be allowed by every un« 
prejudiced reader of this narrative, " he {GUpin's iVoles,) 
was far more abundant in his public labours than the 
greater part of his companions in the holy ministry ; yet," 
as Mr. Gilpin justly observes, " these bore but little pro* 
portion to those internal exercises of prayer and supphca- 
tioa to which he was wholly given up in private. The 
former, of necessity, were frequently discontinued, but 
the latter were almost uninterruptedly maintained from 
hour to hour* fie lived in the spirit of prayer; and 
wfai^ver employments he was engaged in, this spirit was 
ccmstantiiy manifested thron§^ them all. Without this he 
neither formed any deogn, nor entered upon any duty : 
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without this, he neither read, nor conveised; willy>tit 
this, he neither visited, nor received a visitant. 

<< Before I was of safficient age," proceeds the iaiit men 
tioned revered author, "to take holy orders, I thank- 
fUlly embraced the offered privilege of spending a few 
montiis beneath the roof of this exemplary man, to h^kmsi 
I was at that time an entire stranger ; and I well remem. 
ber how solemn an impression was made upon my heart, 
by the manner in which he received me* He met me at 
his door, with a look of inexpressible benignity ; and 
conducting me by the hand into his house, intimated a 
desire of leading me immediately into the presence- of 
that God, to whom the government of his little femily 
was ultimately • submitted. Instantly he fell upon hb 
knees, and poured out an earnest prayer that my present 
visit might be rendered both advantageous and comfort- 
able, that the secret of the Lord might rest upon our 
common tabernacle, and that our society might be crowned 
by an intimate fellowship with that promised Immanuel,'^ 
in whom ail the families of the earth are called to inherit 
a blessing. This may serve as a specimen of the man- 
ner in which he was accustomed to receive his guests. 

45. << In his social prayers he peid but little attention 
to those rules which have been laid down with respect to 
the composition and order of these devotional exercises. 
As the Spirit gave him utterance, so he made his requests 
known unto God. But, while he prayed ^h the Spirit^ 
he prayed tDith the understanding also* His words flowed 
spontaneously, and without any premeditation, yet always 
wonderfully adapted to the occasion. Nothing imperti- 
nent, artificial, or superfluous, appeared in his addresses 
to God: and while he presented those addresses, there 
was a solemnity and animation in his manner niiuch 
tended not only to edify, but to quicken and exalt the 
soul. There have been seasons of supplication, in which 
he appeared to be carried out far beyond the ordinary 
limits of devotion ; when, like his Lord upon the mount, 
while he has continued to pour out his mighty prayer, 
ike fashion of his countenance has been changed, and his 
face has appeared as the lace of an angel. None, except 
Ihose who have frequently joined with him hi this enliven- 
ing duty, can have any just conception of the manner in 
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ifftich he perfomed k. Th^ who have enjoyed this 
privilege, hare, se^i and felt what is not to be described : 
and to others, it can oidy he said, that his prayer was the 
prayer of faith, always fervent, often effectual, and inva- 
naMy a mmgled flow of supplication and gratitude, humi- 
Kty and confidence, reo^^aation and fervour, adoration 
and love* 

46. ^* By the ardour of his social prayers, some judg- 
meat may be formed of las secret supplications : but of 
his fre^^ieiit y^ement struggles, and unutterable breath- 
ings, in these private exercises. He alone can judge wiio 
9&ak im 9eer€L His deepest and most sensible commu- 
nieations with God were enjoyed in those hours when the 
door of his closet was shut against human creatures as 
well as human caies. And thooj^ he rejoiced to lift up 
his hands in company with his friends^ yet ii^hen his heart 
was at any time peculiarly inflamed with desire, or press* 
ed with affliction, he woij^ ^ay to his friends, as Christ 
to Ins disciples, SU fe Aar«, vihUe I go and fray mnder. 
His closet was the favourite retiren^nt, to whidi he con- 
stantly retreated, whenever his pubhc duties allowed him 
a season of leisure. Here he was privily biddemp as in 
the presence of God. Here he would either patiently 
wait for, or joyfully triumph in l^e lovmg kindneiM of the 
Lord. Here he would plunge himself into the deipths of 
httfioiliation ; and firom h^ce, at other seasona, as from 
another Pisgah, he would take a large survey of Xhe vast 
inheritance, which is reserved fi»r &e saints. Here he 
would ratify his solemn engag^jneots to God ; and here, 
like the good King Hezekiah, he would spread the various 
etrcumstances of his people at the feet of their commcm 
Lord. In all cases of difficult he would retire to this 
consecrated place <to adk oounsel of the Most High ; and 
here, in times <^ uncemmon distress, he has continued 
•luring whole nights in prayer before God. 

47. ^ At one period of his life he was brought into such 
an intricate situation that he was wholly at a loss todiscover 
what God required at his hand : and such was the difii- 
cidty before him, that the opinions of his most experienced 
iri^ids could afford him hut little light with rei^ct to it. 
In this state, for thxee months sucoesnvely, he spread the 
intricaciea of his caie belbre the Jndge of all the earth. 
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entreating Hmt he would direct the coarse of his coaduet; 
by th6 order of his providence, and the influence of las 
Spirit. His request was continued till an answer was 
obtained, which was not till the wall of his chamber could 
exhibit a proof of his vehement intercession ; that part of 
it, against which he was accustomed to kneel> appearmg 
deeply stained with the breath he had spent in ferVCTt 
supplication : such was the ardour of his spirit, and such 
the devotion of his heart ! The above circumstance was 
discovered by some about him, who were well acquainted 
with his mmmcr in trying situations. 

48. ** His preaching was perpetually preceded, accom. 
panied, and succeeded by prayer. Before he entered 
upon the performance of his duty he requested of the 
great Master of assemblies a subject adapted to the con- 
ditions of his people ; earnestly soliciting for himself, 
wisdom, utterance, and power ; for them a serious frame, 
an unprejudiced mind, and a retentive heart. This ne- 
cessary preparation for the profitable performance of his 
ministerial duties, was of longer or shorter duration, 
according to his peculiar state at the time : and frequently 
he could form an accurate judgment of the eflect that 
would be produced in public, by the languor or enlarge, 
ment he had experienced in private. The spirit of prayer 
accompanied him from the closet to the pulpit ; and while 
he was outwardly employed in pressing the truth upon 
his hearers, he was inwardly engaged in pleading that 
last great promise of his unchangeable Lord, / €an wM 
you altoay, even unto the end of the toorld, 

" From the great congregation he again withdrew to 
his sa<fred retreat, there requesting in secret that a bless- 
ing might accompany his public labours, and that the seed 
which he had sown, being treasured up in honest and 
good hearts, might sooner or later become abundantiy 
fruitful. . 

49. " While it is here recorded that thi» faithful serv- 
ant of God was accustomed to T^ay withmU ceasingy it 
must be noted, at the same time, as a distinguishing part 
of his character, that in ecery thing he gtxve thanks^ His 
heart was always in a grateful frame, and it was his chief 
delight to honour God by offering him thanks and praue. 
Frequently, whoa he has been engaged in recounting, the 
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gnieiaiis dealings of God with respect to fimself, or his 
sig&id favours conferred upon the Church, he has broke 
out in a strain of holy rejoicing, O that men would there* 
fere praiee the Lord for his goodness^ and declare the 
wonders that he doeth for the cMdren of men ! He con- 
sidered every unexpected turn of providence as a mani- 
feslBttoii of his Father's good pleasure, and discerned 
causes of thanksgiving, either obvious or latent, in every 
occurrence. Thus, either in the expectation, or in the 
possession of promised mercies, he rejoiced evermore. 
The immediate causes of his joy were manifold, public 
and private, spiritual and temporal; but they all were 
swallowed up in the advancement of Christ's kingdom 
upon earth. This he considered as a subject of universal 
rejoicing, and for this he more especially desired to ^aise 
the name of God widi a song, and to magnify it mth 
thanksgwing. 

50. " As he has Justly expressed in his Portrait of St. 
Paul, p. 103, second edition, ' Pastors who pray for their 
flocks, pray not in vain. Their fervent petitions are 
heard, sinners are converted, the faithful are edified, 
and thanksgiving is shortly joined to supplication.' With 
respect to Mmself it was abundantly so. The seed which 
he had watered -with his tears, and followed with his 
prayers, produced at length a plentifiil harvest. His 
nodnistry was attended with unusual success, and a 
considerable body of his people saluted each other as 
brethren in Christ. His exultation over these, in their 
regenerate estate, was equal to his former solicitude on 
their account ; and as often as an occasion has presented 
itself of leadixig a penitent prodigal into the household of 
God, his carriage has been marked with every possible 
demonstration of joy. Leading the returning wanderer 
into his spiritual family, he would cry out, with a counte- 
nance full of holy triumph, < If there be joy in the pre- 
sence of the angels of GtMi over one sinner that repenteth, 
then it is meet that we should rejoice and be glad together 
tins day, for this my son was dead and is alioe again, he 
was lost and is found. ' His joy was continually receiving 
some, accession of this kind. From year to year, sinners 
were converted fieom the error of their ways, and believers 
were built up in their most h<^y faith ; while he appeared 
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amoQg tfeem as a happy lather, rejoicing is their pnu^e- 
rily, and blessed m the bj,eseangs of his spiritual children. 

<*Such were the different states of earnest prayer, 
and joyful ^raide, with which this evangelical preacher 
was deeply acquainted, ai|d which mutually preceded and 
succeeded each other in his Christian experience. 

61, ^< It was observed to the disgrace of the aii<»eiit 
scribes, that they bound heanff Imrdens upon others; 
which they themselves refused to touch toith one of their 
Jkigers : and their uncharitable conduct, in this re^^ct, 
was publicly condemned by the blessed Jesus, who pro. 
Bounced the severest judgments upon their self-indul* 
gence. Contrasted with the carriage of those illiberal 
pretenders to piety, the conduct of Mr. Fletcher appeared 
in a truly admirable and exemplary pMnt of view. Far 
firom subjecting others to those hardships and restraints, 
which he refused to impose upon himself, he cheerftdly 
endeavoured to ligl^n the burdens of his brethren, though 
it was by redoubling his own. He laboured to quicken, 
and not to retard the progress of the weak and inexpe* 
rienced. He compassionated their defects, and made 
excuse for their constitutional infirmities, in the manner 
of his gracious Master, who kindly apologized for the 
inattention of his sleeping disciples. 

" He studied to present the religion of Jesus in its most 
alluring fonn, not as a vial of wraith^ but as a cup of eon- 
solUiHon; not as a galling yoke, but as a sacred tie ; iiot 
as a depressing burden, but as a never failing support. 
When he beheld the' incautious entangled in the mazes 
of temptation, he tenderly lamented the effects of their 
indiscretion^ and instead of throwing unnecessary impe- 
^fenents in the way of their escape, he affectionately 
laboured to break through the snare and deliver the cap- 
tive. If his brother was overtaken in a fault, he endeavour- 
ed to restore him in the spirit of meekness; if his conaci^nee 
was wounded with a sense of guilt, he liastened tojneet 
him with healing remedies ; if he was overwhelmejd with 
the dread of his besetting sin, and hiurassed with the 
apprehension of future n^sc^rriages, he encouraged him 
to come boldly to the throne of grace, that he might o6totn 
merely and find grace to hdp him in every time cf need. 
In his whole deportment toward the ignorant and unitiith-> 
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M, he copied the character of a skilful and affectionate 
preceptor, who keeps future difficulties as far removed as 
possible from the view of his pupils, accommodating their 
exercises to their several capacities, overiooking their 
pest n^ligence, supplying th^ piesent deficiencies, and 
mentioning their poor attainments with commendation 
and praise. 
52. '^ But while his conduct toward others was marked 
I with unusual lenity and tenderness, he exercised the 
I strictest severity with regard to himself. He sought after 
I an entire conformity to Uie perfect will of God. And to 
\ accelerate his progress towara this desirable state, he 
cheerfully renounced his natural habits, and resolutely 
opposed his own will, unweariedly labouring to bring 
every thougJU into captivity to ibe obedience oj^ Christ. 
He struggled against the most innocent of his infirmi- 
ties ; he entered upon the most painful exercises ; and 
refused to allow liimself in the least temporary indulgen- 
cies which were not perfectly consistent with a life of 
unfeigned mortification and self-denial. He engaged 
; himself in every kind of spiritual labour, with the most 
intense application, suffering no talent to remain unoccu. 
pied, nor any moment to pass by unimproved : and so 
perfectly was he inured to habits of Christian industry, 
that he never discovered an inclination to sweeten die 
, most laborious exercises with those refreshments and re-r 
taxations which he esteemed not only allowable, but, in 
some cases, necessary to his weaker brethren. Consider- 
ing himself as a member of Christ's mUitata Church, he 
complained of no hardships, nor thought any difficulty too 
great to be encountered in the course of his warfare. He 
was careful to act, in every instance, consistently wit^i 
his high profession ; training himself up to spiritual hard- 
ness and activity, by a resolute attention to the strictest 
rales of Christian discipline ; preferring the path of duty 
before the lap of repose ; neither listening to the sugges- 
tions of fear, tier regarding th)d dictates of worldfy* pru* 
dence ; stifling even the necessary calls of nature, that 
he might follow, with less interruption, the leadings of 
grace ; and finally counting neither ease, nor interest, nor 
reputation, nor even life itself, dear to him, that he might 
finish his course vnihjoy.'^ 

11 
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CHAPTER V. 

Cf the excursions he made to d^erentplaces ; his first visii 
to his fuOive country ; his o^Sce and usefulness at Tre- 
veeka ; and of the steps ^ehereby he was led to ynrite on 
controversial suJbjects^ 

1. AiiTHOuoH Mr, Fletcher was attached in no common 
degree to thoae among whom he was appointed to labour ; 
and although his endeavours were chiefly exercised for 
their spiritual benefit ; yet was liis heart enlarged also 
toward all the children of God, by whatever name they 
were distinguished, or wherever the bounds of their habi. 
tation were Bxed. And he was ready, at all times, as far 
as his duty to his parishioners would permit, to minister to 
them the word of life, " Considering himself as a debtor 
{Gtlpin*s Notes) both to the Chreeks and to the barbarians^ he 
was ready, had it been possible, to have visited the utter, 
most parts of the earth with the truths of the Gospel : and 
wherever a Christian Church was established, he appear- 
ed deeply interested in its welfare, exoressing a vehement 
desire that it might be regulated in all things as the house of 
God, and become, to happy thousands, the sate of heaven. 
When the members of any distant Church were rcfjre- 
sented as exemplary for tihieir faith, their zeal, or their 
love, he received thej report of their advancement in 
grace with demonstrations of the sincerest joy, and pub- 
licly expressed his gratitude to that great Master of assem- 
blies, who hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servants. 
When the professors of Christianity in any part of the 
world were observed to grow weary of well doing, either 
declining from the faith of the Gospel, or neglecting to 
walk worthy of their high vocation ; his heart was pene- 
trated, on their account, with the most lively concern : 
he lamented their instability in secret, and vnOered his 
couch with his tears. When the spiritual vine, ip some 
remote part of the vineyard, appeared to be in danger 
from the fury of the oppressor ; when her hedges, were 
broken down and her mtit torn away by the hand of per- 
secution, he entered deeply into the distresses of the suf* 
fering Church ; he fasted, he wept, he prayed, making 
continual tnterc^isfflon before the great Lord of the vine- 
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j-ard, that h^ would look down from heaven and visit the 
plant which he had formerly strengthened for himself; 
that, spreading forth its boughs again unto the sea^ 
and its branches unto the river, the hills might be cover, 
ed with' the shadow of it, and the land be filled with its 
fruite/' 

2. With a view to promote the cause of Christ, which, 
of all other causes, lay nearest to his heart, he made 
excursions from time to time, not only into sundry towns 
and villages of the neighbourhood, but to more distant 
parts- of the kingdom. A person who was an eye-wit- 
ness of the following transaction, informed Mr. Joseph 
Taylor, that ia or about the year 1765, he and Mr. Sel- 
lon, of Breedon, in Leicestershire, supplied each other*s 
churches for a few Sabbaths. While Mr. Fletcher re- 
mained at Breedon, people of various descriptions flock- 
ed to hear him from all the parishes adjacent; The clerk 
being much offended at seeing such' crowds attend, be- 
cause it occasioned a little more labour in cleaning the 
church, determined that, persons from other parishes 
should not be admitted without paying each one penny. 
For this purpose he placed himself at the church door, 
and began to collect the money from them. A man who 
was grieved at the conduct of the clerk, went ■ to meet 
Mr. Fletcher, and informed him of it. Mr. Fletcher 
hastened up the hill, saying, "I will stop his proceeding." 
The clerk, seeing Mr. Fletcher approach, qmtted the post 
he had taken, and went to his desk. When the service 
wa» ended, Mr. Fletcher said to the congregation, " I 
have not felt my spirit so moved these sixteen years last 
past as I have done to-day. 1 have heard that the clerk 
of this parish has demanded and has actuafly received 
. money from divers strangers before he would suffer them 
to enter the church. I desire that all who have paid 
money this way. for hearing the Gospel, will come to me, 
and I will return what they have paid. And as to this 
iniquitous clerk, his money perish with him.'* In 1767, 
he was in Wales and Yorkshire, as he also occasionally 
visited Bristol and Bath, during which time, as well as 
during his absence in the preceding year, the Rev. Mr. 
Brown was entrusted with the care 6f his flock. Of him 
Mr. Fletcher entertained a high opinimi, and placed an 
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entire confidence in his pradence» piety,, and zeal« <^ I 
thuik you/' says he to Mr. Ireland, <«for your care to 
procure not oiUy a supply for my church, but such an 
agreeable, acceptable, and profitable <»ie as Mr. Brown. 
I know none that should be more welcome than he. — 
Tell him, with a thousand thanks for his condescension, 
that I deliver my charge over to him fully, and ^ve him 
a carte blanche^ to do or not to do, as the Lord shall direct 
him." How long Mr. Brown conthiued at Madeley I 
cannot say, nor whether be supplied Mr. Fletcher's 
church during the time the latter spent in his native 
country, in company with his faithful and tried friend, 
Mr. Ireland, in the spring of the year 1770. He had form- 
ed the design of paying his friends this visit in the pre- 
ceding spring, as appears by the following paragraph of 
a letter to the same friend, 4ated March SI6, 1769 : — 

*^ I shall be obliged to go to Switzerland, this year or 
the next, if I live, and the L(»d permit. I have there a 
brother, a worthy man, who threatens to leave his wife * 
and children to come and pay me a visit, if I do not go 
and see him myself. It is some time since our gracious 
God has convinced hka of sin, and I have by me some 
of his letters ^ieh give me great pleasure ; this circum- 
stance has more weight with me than the settlement of 
my affairs." 

Neverth^ess he did not go during it&i year, for at the 
close of-it he writes<from Madeley as follows : — 

'< Last night I received your obliging letter, and am 
ready to accompany you to Montpelier, provided you will 
go with me to Nyon. I shall raise about twei^ guineas, 
and with that sum, a gracious Providence, and your purse^ 
I hope we shall want for nothing. If the Lord send me, 
I should want notfaing, though I had nothing, and though 
my fellow traveller were no richer than myself. 

" I hope to be at Bristol soon to offer you my services 
topack up. You desired to have a Swiss servant, and I 
ofrer myself to you in that capacity ; for I shall be no 
more ashamed of serving you, as far as I am capable of 
doing it, than I am* of wearing your livery. 

" Two reasons (to say nothing of the pleasure of your 
company) enga^ me to go with you to Montpelier — a 
desire to visit some poor Hugonots in the south of France, 
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and the need I have to recover a little French hefbre I 
go to converse with my compatriots." 

3. The accomplishment, however, of his desire in their 
intended journey was farther delayed for a ftw weeks, by 
a circumstance which he speaks of in the same letter in 
the following words : — 

\^ The (popish) priest at Madeley is going to open his 
mass house, and I have declared war on that account last' 
Sunday, and propose to strip the whore of Babylon and 
expose her nakedi](es9 to-mocrow. All the papists are in 
a great fennent, and they have held meetings, to consult 
on the occasion. One of their bloody bidlies^ came to 
'' pick i|py" as he said, a quarrel with me, and what would 
hiNre been the consequeaice, had not I providentially had 
company with me, I cannot say. How far their rage 
may be kindled to-morrow I don't know: but I question 
whether it yniX be right ^^r me to leave the field in these 
cireunrstances. I forgot to mention that two of our poor 
ignorant churchmen are going to join the mass house, 
whidi is also a cause of my having taken up arms^ Fare- 
well. Yours, J. F." 

4. He preached the sermon intended the next Lord^s 
day. Tlie text on which he grounded his doctrine, as I 
have feasoa to believe, from a manusoript of his now 
beibfe me,*wa8 % Tun. iv, 1-3: ''The Spirit speaketh 
ei^resfiiy^ that iti the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their con. 
science seared with a hot iron ; forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, > which God hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving of them who 
believe and know the truth." 

In discoursing firom these words, if I may judge by the 
skeleton of the sermon upcm them^ he showed. 1. What 
the apostolic doctrine was, and in what respect the papists 
had departed from it, and given heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devik. U That, according to* the apos« 
ties and prophets, the Hol^ Scriptures are a sufficient rule 
of faith and practice, Isa. viii, 20 ; Gal. i, 8 ; 2 Tim. iii^ 
15-17 ; Jude 3. But that the Church of Rome teaches 
they are not ft sufficient rule, '< proposing some doctrines 
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as matters of faith, and requiring some things ms neces- 
sary duty, which learned men among themselves cGa£e»» 
not to be contained in Scripture ; and maintaining that 
tradition, as well as Scripture, is a necessary rule of faith, 
requiring it to be received and reverenced with the like 
pious regard and veneration as the Holy Scriptures* and 
declaring those to be accursed who knowingly contemn 
it." 2. That, according to the apostolic faith, the m^ 
living and true God is &e sole object of religioits wor- 
ship, Matt* iv, 10. Whereas the papists enjoin the wor- 
ship of the host, or consecrated wafer, and of angels, 
saints, images, and relics. 3. That according to Uie apos- 
tles and other inspired writers, Christ is the ofdy mediator 
between God and man ; the only advocaUy intercessory and 
Saviour y I Tim. ii, 5 ; 1 John ii, 1. But that the papists 
believe there are numy mediatorsy intercessorSy and adw^* 
eates with God, to whom they are wont to have recourse, 
as the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, and departed saints in 
generalf 4. That the apostles and evangelists teach us 
Siat there is no merity strictly speaking, in us or in our 
works or sufferings ; that, at the best, we are " unprofit- 
able servants," and our righteousness, considered in itself, 
as << filthy rags :" that all merit is in Him, his life and 
death, his atonement and intercession : that there is no 
*^ propitiatory sacrifice," but that of His cross, Heb. i, 3 ; 
ix, 11, 12, 26, and no << purgatory ;" but His blood and 
Spirit, 1 John i, 7 ; Rev. i, 5 ; Zech. xiii, 1. But that 
the Church of Rome, by her doctrine of indulgences, of 
penances, and of works of supererogation, as well as by 
that of the sacrifice of the mass, and of purgatory, has 
evidently departed from that faith ; afiirming that ^^ the 
works of justified persons do truly deserve eternal life," 
and pronouncing " him accursed, who shall affirm that 
such works do nOt truly deserve an increase of grace 
here, and eternal life hereafter." 5. That, according to 
the dectrine of Christ and his apostles, the grace of the 
Holy Spirit is the cme sovrce of all the holiness, inward 
and outward, and of all the good which is in or is done 
by man : and that this '' Spirit beareth witness with the 
8{Hrits of the faithful, thai they are the children of God." 
But the papists hold that the Virgin Mary is ako a source 
of grace to the faithful, being accustomed to adklress hei 
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in these words, << Hail, Mary, lull of gmce, the Lord be 
ivkb thee, thy grace wkh me." And £ey makitaii), also, 
that there is no certain knowledge of salvation to be 
attained in this life. 6. As to the commands of God, 
they mangle the first ; they curtail, oUiterale, or openly 
break the second; and most evidently contradiet and 
violate the tenth ; the council of Trent having pronounced 
them ^^ accursed who say that coneupiscence is sin." 
7. Prayer is perverted by them, being ridkulously ad- 
dressed to saints and angels, and that by means of beads 
and strings ; is offered often for the dead, and, when in 
puhliCy generally in a tongue not understood by the com^ 
mon people. ^ 8. The two sacraments are corrupted and 
abused : that* a£ the Lord's Supper by the doctrine of 
traiisubstantiation, which teaches that the bread and wine 
are changed, by die act of consecration, into the very 
body and blood of Christ; that it is << a sacrifice for the 
dead and the living," and ought to be adored : and also 
in denying the cup to the laity. Baptism is partly abused 
in the baptism of bells, and pardy rendered ridiculous, by 
joining it with sundry foohsh aad imsertptural ceremo- 
nies. 9. Marriage is constituted a sacrament, widiout 
any authority firom Scripture, and yet is forbidden to the 
clergy. 

ABOther part of Mr. Fletcher's dieeourse went to show 
that the Spirit had expressly foretold that such a departure 
as this from the faith should take place in the latter days, 
or days intervening b^ween Christ's first and second 
coming. With this view, he appealed to the prophecy 
of Daniel, chap, vii, 25^ and xi, 96, and to St. Paul's 
second Epistle to the Thessalonians, chap, ii, 4, proving, 
by eonvinciag argmnents, that these passages of the 
inspired writings were meant to be understood of the 
general apostasy of the Church of Christ in Gospel days* 
He showed* also» that this departure from the truth of 
doctrine and practice had taken place throu^ giving 
way to seducmg spirita in popes and priests, Jesuits and 
friars. 

. 5. Concerning the effects of this sermon, and the cir- 
ciunstances consisquent upon it» Mr. Fletcher writes to 
bis frimid as IbBews :— 

«' The day after I wrote to yen, I preached the mrmxm. 
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against popery, which I had promised to my people : 
and Mr. S t ,r called out several times in the chiureh 
yard, as the pec^lo went out of church, that ^ Uiere was 
not one word of truth in the whole of n^ discourse, and 
that he would prove it ;' and told s»e that < he would 
produce a gentleman who should answer my sermon, 
and the pamphlet I had distributed.' I was therefore 
obliged to declare in the chureh that I should not quit 
England, and was only going into Wales, from whence I 
would return soon to reply to the answer of Mr. S — t — ^r 
and the priest, if they should offbr any. I am thus obliged 
to return to Madeley, by my word so publicly pledged^ 
as well as to raise a little money for my journey." 

By this bold and prudent stand, thus macfe by this man 
of God, the designs of the papists were in a great mea- 
sure frustrated, and they were prevented from making 
any progress worth mentioning in that neighbourhood. 
It is true, there is even now a mass house and a priest at 
Madeley ; but I find upon inquiry there are not a dozen 
popish families in the parish. 

6. This little storm se^ms to have been chiefly blown 
over before the middle of January, at which time, however, 
he was still undetermined respecting his intended visit 
to France and Switzerland, as appears by a letter of the 
13th of that month to Mr. Ireland, wMtten from Wales : — 

'' I know not what to think of our journey. My heart 
frequently recoils ;; I have lost all hopes of being able to 
preach in French, and I &ink if I could they will not per- 
nttt me. I beeome more stupid every day : my* memory 
fails me in a surpriang manner. I am good for nothing 
but to go a^d bury myself in my parish. . Judge, then, 
whether I am fit to go into the world. On Uie other 
hand, I fear that your journey is undertaken partly from 
complaisance to me, and in consequence of the engage- 
ment we made to go together. I acquit you of your pro- 
mise, and if your business da not really demand your 
presence in France, I bog you will not think of going 
there on my account. The bare idea of giving you 
trouble would make the' journey toi times inore disagree- 
able to. me than the season Of the year. 

^* If your affairs do not really call you to France, I wilt 
wait until Providence and grace shall open a way for me 
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to the mountains of Switzerland, if I am ever to see them 
again. Adieu. Give yourself wholly to God. A divided 
heart, like a divided kingdom, falls naturally by its own 
gravity, either into darkness or into sin. My heart's 
desire is, that the love of Jesus may fill your soul, and 
that of your unworthy and greatly obliged servant, 

«J. F." 

7. His friend, it appears, had solved his doubts, and 
answered his objections so much to his satisfaction in his 
reply, that they soon aflerward undertook their journey, 
and travelled through a great part of France and Italy, 
as well as visited Switzerland. It is extremely to be 
regretted, that neidier of them kept a journal during this 
tour, as the incidents which occurred, I know, were such 
as would have afforded much important, as well as pleas- 
ing information, if recorded in a narrative of this kind. 
In order in some degree to supply this want, I insert here 
the following short account of some of these occurrences, 
which Mr. Ireland has kindly favoured me with in answer 
to my inquiries. 

8. His words are, '' It would ^ve loe gi^at. pleasure to 
add any thing to what I have already communicated re- 
specting my much esteemed but deceased firiend. But 
alas ! I may as well attempt to gather up water spilt on 
the ground. I was with him day and night, in our first 
journey, nearly five months, travelling all over Italy and 
France. At that time a popish priest resided in his parish, 
who attempted to mislead the poor people. Mr. Fletcher, 
therefore, throughout this journey, attended the sermcoks 
of the Roman Catholic clergy, visited their convents and 
monasteries, and conversed - with all the most serious 
among them whom he met with, in order that he might 
thoroughly know their sentiments concerning spiritual 
religion. And he was so very particular in making his 
observations respecting the gross and absurd practices 
of the priests and other clergy, especially while we were 
in Italy, that we were frequently in no small dang^ of 
our lives. He wished to attend the pope's chapel at 
Rome, but I would not consent to accompsAy him, till I 
had obtained a promise from himi that he would forbear 
to speak by way of censure or reproof of what he saw or 
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heard. He came into company with a great many men 
of science and learning, with Whom he conversed freely 
on Gospel truths ; which mo«t of them opposed witl^ vio- 
lence. A few heard and were edified. I have oflen said 
that I woaid give a considerable sum of money, eould I 
recollect or procure a eopy of his arguments, and their 
replies, respecting the capital truths of the Gospel. But, 
alas ! my memory fails me ; and although I was exceed- 
ingly struck with them at the thne I heard them, yet as 
they occurred frequently, I had not leisure on the journey 
to take minutes, of them. His whol« life, as you well 
know, was- a sermon : all his conrersatimis were sermons. 
Even his disputations with infidels were fult of instruc 
tion. We met with a gentleman of fortune once on a 
journey, an excellent classical scholar, wiA whom we 
continued near a fortnight in a hotel. He said he had 
travelletl all over Europe, and had passed through all the 
societies in England, to find a person whose life corres- 
ponded with the Gospels and with Paul's epistles. And 
ho asked me (for it was with me he first began to con- 
verse) if I knew of any clergyman, or dissenting minister 
in England, possessing a stipend of one hundred pounds 
a year for the cure <^ souls, who would not leave them 
all if I offered him double that sum. I replied in the 
affirmative, an'4 soon poiiited out my friend, Mr. Heteher, 
when absent. Disputations now commenced, which con- 
tinued^ at intervals, for many days. And they had this 
efi*ect upon the gentleman, that hef 6ver afler revered and 
respected our friend; and when we met again, many years 
after, at Marseilles, showed him every civility." 

9. The instance referred to by Mr. Ireland in the pre- 
ceding account ijs related more at large by Mr« Gilpin, in 
the following words :-^f* Some years ago he met with a 
traveller on the continent, who had adopted the senti- 
ments of Vokaire, with respect to the religion of 'Jesus ; 
a man of much information sind i^finement, and a strenu- 
ous opposer of the ChristiAn fidth. This gentleman no 
sooner understood that he wals sitting in company witli a 
zealous defender of Scriptural truth, but, confiding in his 
own superiority, he carelessly threw out the gauntlet, by • 
ridiculing the sentiments which Mr. Fletcher maintained. 
Our pious traveller inunecUately accepted the challenge 
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with a modest ag^urancje, «id the conversation between 
these two able disputants soon became serious. Every 
argument, on either side, was proposed with the greatest 
cautioh, and every piroposition ej^amined with the nicest 
accuracy. After the contest h^-d continued for several 
hours together, the gentleman grew impatient at his want 
of success ; while His calmer opponent confuted and 
exposed the tenets he had vainly endeavoured to main- 
tain. 

** This debate was continued by adjournment, for the 
space of a week ; and, during this season^ whatever had 
been said upon the subject by the most celebrated writers, 
was regularly brought forward, and thoroughly canvassed. 
Mr. Flelcher repeatedly overcame his antagonist, whose 
arguments became more languid and ineffectual toward 
the close of the debate, and who regularly lost his temper 
and his cause together. In the course of this controversy, 
Mr. Fletcher took a view of the Christian's enviable life, 
his consolation in trouble, and his tranquillity in danger ; 
together with his absolute superiority to ^1 the evils of 
life and the horrors of death; interspersing his remarks 
with many affectionate admonidons,^and powerful per- 
suasives to a rational dependence upon the truths of the 
(jrospel. 

«^Such was the conclusion of this memorable debate, 
in die course of which the unsuccessful disputant con- 
ceived so exalted an idea of his opponent's character, 
that he never afterward mentioned his name but with 
peculiar veneration and regard. And, as a proof that 
this regard was unfeigned, meeting with Mr. Fletcher 
about eight years afterward in Provence, where he lived 
in affluence and ease, he showed him every possible 
civility, entertaining him at his own house in the most 
fauDspitable manner, and. listening to k}s conversation 
on spiritual subjects with all imaginable attention and 
respect. ;...» — 

"Such w«^ the manner in whl<?bJVfr. Fletcher .ac- 
c}uitte<][ himself in the defence of oppressed truth ; and 
whether his efforts were successful or not, he left behind 
him, in eveiy^ place, sufiiciei^t proofs of the acuteness, 
lesolution, and constimcy, with which he exerted himself 
in her caui^»!^ * . 
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. 10« Another anecdote, similar to the pteceding, is re- 
lated by the same pious author in the foltowing words : — 
** Meeting some years ago with a young Genoese, who 
was returning from Antibes to Genoa, Mr., Fletcher, who . 
was taking die saoie route, very courteously accepted 
, the offer of his company. After a short conversation 
had taken place between them, our pious traveller Was 
deeply affected to discover that his companion had im. 
bibed the skeptical notions of the day. Upon this dis- 
covery, he beheld the youth with a mixture of compassion 
and hope, secretly determining to improve the providence 
which had cast this young stranger in his way, by at- 
tempting to lead him from the grossness of materialism 
to the spirituality of the Gospel. As they were detained 
at Monacho by contrary winds, he thankfully embraced 
this favourable opportimity of conversing with his fellow 
traveller in the freest and most affectionate manner. At 
first the young man maintained his own sentiments with 
agreatcegree of warmth, and with a strong persuasioa 
that every attempt to refute them would be ineffectual ; 
but in the CQurse of a few hours he was unexpectedly 
staggered by the forcible arguments of his wiser oppo- 
nent. At the end of two days' debate, he frankly ac- 
knowledged himself vanquished, and expressed a desire 
that die c<mtroversy might be turned into a liberal inquiry 
respecting the nature of revealed religion. Here Mr. 
Fletcher entered upon a part of his province, to which 
he was always especially disposed, explaining the Scrip- 
tures in a manner peculiar to himself, equally intelligible 
and sublime, leading on his astonished companion from 
mystery to mystery, and opening before him an un- 
bounded prospect of grace and glory. The young man 
was struck with the masterly skill, and affected with the 
niore Uian parentel concern of his instructer. He looked 
up to him wiih reverence, and listened to him with admi- 
ration : and still, the l<Higer he attended to his discourse, 
the more he was athirst for information, renewing the 
sacred subject with little intermission from morning till 
night. 

'< At length the young gentleman was constrained to 
acknowledge the natural depravity and dafkiiess of bis 
mind, bewailing his former inattention to the most mo- 
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mentoos concerns, and lamenting with many tears, that 
he had wandered do long ivithout the help of an expe* 
lienced guide €d estimate him from the mazes of delusion 
and error* From this time he desired to be present at 
morning and evening prayer, on which occasions Mr. 
Fletcher was carefbl to expound some portion of Scrip- 
ture peculiarly adapted to his circumstances : and, during 
the continuance of these devotional exercises, such was 
the solemn attention and deportment of this altered youth, 
that a stranger would have supposed him a stud^it of 
deep experience in the school of Christ. These religious 
impressions were not only continued, but deepened from 
day to day, till their arrival at Genoa ; when Mn Fletcher ' 
had the satisfaction of observing, in the character of his 
amiable companion, every apparent token of a real and 
permanent change. 

<« During Mr. Fletcher's continuance at this place, he 
had frequent opportunities of ccmversing with his new 
acquaintance, from whom he received many testimonies 
of affectionate regard, and whom he endeavoured to 
establii^ in the faith of the Gospel. He gave him snch 
directions and warnings as were suited to his state, ^e 
exhorted him to search the Scriptures, and to continue 
instant in prayer. He-set before him tiiie trials and diffi. 
culties which would probably attend his spiritual progress, 
toge&er with the advantages and consdations which must 
necessarily accompany a religious life. He guarded him 
against the devices of an ensnaring world, and pointed 
out the vanity of its richest gifts ; how transient its smiles, 
how trifling its honours, how uncertain its riches, how 
inconstant its friendship, how feeble its supports; en- 
treatktg hun to mark it down in his memcHry, that the 
friend &fihe world is the enemy cf God* And now, being 
called away from Genoa, after takbg a most affectionate 
le&ve of his young disciple, and commending him to God 
in sdemn pn^r, he went on ki$ wap rejckmg.^^ 

11. We learn farther from Mr. Ireland, that while they 
were at Marseilles, he procured for Mr. fletcher the use 
of a Protestant church m that neighbourhood. Afler this 
grant bad been obtained, Mr. Fletcher made die circum* 
stance of his preaching there the subject of most fervent 
prayer during the whdie of the preceding week. And 
12 
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inasmuch as he found no freedom in his mind, nor confiw 
dence in praying concerning it, nor expectati^m of doing* 
good by preaching, he entreated Mr. Ireland every day, 
even until the Sunday moming when he was to preach, 
to go and inform the minister he must decline preaching. 
Mr. Ireland, however, refused; and Mr. Fletcher was 
compelled, by a regard for consistency and propriety of 
conduct, to go up into the pulpit ; altliough under great 
fear and depression of mind« God was pleased, however, 
when he began to pray,, to give him great freedom of 
speech and enlargement of heart, and he afterward 
preached in a manner that astonished all that heard him. 
The vhole congregation, among whom w^i« many minis, 
ters, were in tears, and exceedingly afiSdCted most part 
of the time that he was ^engaged in the service. 

12. The reader would observe that in one of the letters 
^oted above, Mr. Fletcher mentions his having a desire 
to visit some Hugonots (Protestants) in the south of 
France ; and it was during this tour that his desire was 
gratified, and the following circumstance took place, 
related by Mr. Gilpin in his Notes. Indeed, while on 
his last journey to the continent, he was not in a sUite of 
health to undertake any labour of the kind. 

'< Passing some years ago," says Mr. Gilpin, " through 
the south of France, he expressed a longing desire to 
visit the Protestants in the Sevennes mountains, whose 
fathers had suffered so greatly in the cause of godliness. 
To converse with the children of those who had mid down 
their lives in defence of the truth, was a privilege not to 
be despised by a man who never lost an opportunity of 
conversing with a righteous person, without lamenting it 
as a real misfortune. Though the joumejrwas long and 
difficult, yet no argument could prevail with him to give 
up his resolution of attempting it on foot. * Shall I,' said 
he to his friend, ' make a visit on horseback, and at ease, 
to those poor cottagers, whose fathers were hunted along 
yonder rocks, like partridges upon the mountains ? No ; 
in order to secure a more friendly reception among them, 
I will visit them under the plainest appearance, and with 
my staff In ray hand.' 

" Accordingly he set out alone on this Christian expe- 
dition ; and after travelling till it was nearly daxk, he came 
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to a 8in»U bouse, wliere he reqiiestcid tike favour of sifting 
up in a ehair till the morning* It was not vdthout some 
hesitation that the master of the cottage consented to re* 
ceive him ; afler which he immediately entered into dis- 
course with his host and his wife, ^o were so much 
charmed with the conversation and manners of their 
guest, that they considered the richest provisions their 
house could afford as too mean to he set before him. 
Afler a hasty repast the conversation was continued oo 
the part of Mr. Fletcher, and atteiuled to by the children, 
as well as by their parents, with a degiiee of eagerness, 
which discovered their desire of religious instruction. 
Before they r^red to rest, prayer was proposedvC' «&d 
while this holy man was engaged in pouring out his fbtm 
vent supphcation before God, the family around him were 
uncommonly affected, melted inio tears, and filled with 
holy admiration. Early on the morrow, while he repeat- 
ed his exhortations and renewed his prayers, he was. lis- 
tened to with the same veneration and earnestness; when, 
taking an affectionate leave of the family, he left the 
whole household in a state of astonishment and concern* 
'Phis tittle relation was taken from the poor man himself, 
whd. immediately gave it out ^mong his neighbours, that 
he had nearly refused to. admit a stranger into his house, 
who proved to be rather an angel than a man. This 
family was of the Romish Church. 

'< Continuing his journey, Mr. Fletcher reached a little 
town where he was entertained by a pious minister to 
whom he had becui recommended. Here he was received 
by the serious Protestants with open arms, among whom 
he exercised his ministry with much freedom and success. 
He conversed with their elders, he admonished their 
youth, he visited their sick, diligently exhorting and in- 
8tmc ting them from house to house, while many among 
them were comforted,, and many built up in their most 
holy faith. 

'< In the course of his progress through these mount- 
ams, he put up at a little house, where his landlord was 
one of those persons who seldom utter a word unaccom- 
panied by an oath. Our benevolent traveller addressed 
this unthinking creature in his usual pointed and pathetic 
manner ; and not ¥idthout effect. His heart was deeply 
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penetrated wi^ l^e Aemaeved rebiibe, he eonfeMed his 
error, and expressed a senou^conoem for the irregalarity 
•f his pa^ fionduet. Mr. Fletcher had many opportum- 
ties in this family for the pious exercises of a^onitioD 
and prayer ; and, from the time of his sojourning aBstong 
them, an uncommon reformation was apparent in the con- 
versatiim and manners of his host. It has since appeared 
that the solemn exhortations he received during this sea- 
son, were attended with so extraordinary an effect upon 
' this poor man, that if, on any future ^occasion, he dis- 
covered an unh<^y warmth in his temper, nothing more 
was necessary to produce an immediate calm in his mind, 
than the bare recollection of that venerable stranger, who 
had once lodged beneath his roof. 

'^Thie tedious journey, (of which a much more circum. 
stantial account might be given,) while it e^eed the love 
of this indefatigable pastor to tiliose whom he knew only 
by report, was productive of the happiest consequences 
to those who attended his ministry upon this occasion, 
and especially to those who entertained him in their 
iamiUes." 

1 3. It was during this journey also^ that while they were 
travelling through a part of Italy, " as they approached 
the Appian Way, he directed the driver to stop before he 
entered upon iU He then ordered the chaise door to be 
opened, assuring his fellow traveller, that his heart would 
not suffer him to ride over that ground, upon which the 
Apostle Paul had formerly walked chained to a solcher, 
on account of preaching the everlasting Gospel. As 
soon as he had set his foot upon this old Roman road, he 
took off his hat ; and walking on with his eyes titled up 
to heaven, returned thanks to God in a.mo^ fervent man- 
ner, for that light, those truths, and that influence of the 
Holy Spirit, which were contmued to the present day. 
He rejoiced that EUigland was favoured with the Crospel 
in its purity ; and devoutly implored, that Rome might 
again have the truths of tiiat Gospel declared in diose 
Churches which were disgraced with a wondiip tittle 
superior to that of ancient Athens. He then took a view . 
of the exemplary tife, the extensive travels, and astonish- 
ing labours of the great apostle. He recounted his suffer- 
ings when a prisoner, and his trials when at tiberty ; his 
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rigid 9elf-denial, and his yoluntayy poverty for the futher- 
ance of the Gk>speL He Bpoke (»f iua^paioM miaistry, and 
his violent perseeutions, enlarging wi& peculiar energy 
upon- lus last journey from Jerusalem to Rome. He then 
ran over his experience ; his faith, his love, his abundant 
revelations, and his constant commimion with the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; demonstrating that, without enich eommu. 
nion, he could never have supported the sharp conflicts 
and repeated sufiermgs to which he was daily exposed. 
Here he adverted to his own situati^m with a degree of 
gratitude that surpasses all description. What a miracle 
of mercy, said he, that a Christian, hated and despised as 
he 18 by all men, is yet suffered to live : and that we, who 
demre to be such, can travel at this day unmolested among 
those who abhor the truth as it is in Jesus. Their ances- 
tors were stained with the blood of the innocent ; and 
were the Gospel to be proposed in its purity to the present 
generation, they would rush upon the preacher of it, as 
so many beasts of prey, if He, who restrained the lions 
from devouring Daniel, were not present to control their 
destructive zeal. These remarks were continued for a 
long time together, sweetly intermixed with occasional 
prayer and praise. He breathed nothing but devotion ; 
and had he not been pievented by the presence of the 
driver, such were his feelings on treading this celebrated 
road, that he would certainly have acted like Sl^ Paul 
when he retired to the river side, where prayer was wont 
to he made.^* 

14. Soon after his arrival in Switzerland, '^he was 
waited i^n by the clergy^t Nyon, who severally pressed 
him to honour their pulpits during his stay at that place. 
On the morrow of his arrival, being the Sabbath day, he 
addressed his countrymen in an admirable discourse, the 
result of much prayer and meditation. The subject mat. 
ter of tiiis sermon, and the manner in which it was de« 
livered, were equally striking. The deamess and pathos, 
with which he expressed himself on this occamon, attract- 
ed the attention of all, and fitted many with, a serious 
concern for the faith once delivered to the saiMs. Deists 
themselves listened with admiration ; while the multitude 
appeared as though they saw and heard one more than 
maa« To adopt the French idea, he earned t>ff the whole 
12* 
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audience. During hia eonthUMHiee at.Nyon he preached 
in different churches ; and wherever he was announced, 
multitudes ft>cked from idl quaxtem to attend him. Hie 
reputation of his great abilities drew together persKMis of 
every description ; and it was truly refreshing, says an 
intimate friend of Mr* Flietcher, who was present jupcm 
these occasions, to behold the powerful effects of the 
Gospel among those who, before that time, had seldom or 
never heard it proclaimed in its purky. Many despisers 
of revelation were overawed and confounded ; many for- 
mal professors were touched with the power of true 
religion; tuid many careless lov^is of pleasure were 
impressed with a solenui sense of eternal things. 

*' One young man in particular" was so deeply affected 
by the discourses of this powerful preaeher, tluit he inrnie* 
diately resoled to consecrate himself to the service of 
Gt)d in the work of the holy ministry. Accordingly he 
betook himself from that time to studies of a. sacred nature, 
and is at this day minister of the Protestant Church at 
Lyons. Among others, a good old minister, who was more 
than seventy years of age, heard him gladly ; and earnestly 
entreated him to lengthen out his visit at Nyon, though 
it eiiould be birt for a single week beyond the time pro* 
posed for his departure. He urged his re<Hiest with much 
importunity ; and when he found that his desire eould not 
conveniently be c<Hnplied with, the old man wept, and 
turning to Mr. Fletcher's fellow trav^ller^ affectii^ly ex- 
claimed, < O sir, how unfortunate for this country; dunng 
my day it has produced but one angel of a man, and it is 
our lot to be deprived of him !' The benefit of his public 
labours in this pkuce was significantly attested by the 
numerous applications he received in private, for reU. 
gious instruction^ And the grateful sense his countrymen 
entertained of those labours was fully es^iessed in ^ir 
affectionate concern at his departure ffmn am<mg them. 
Weeping multitudes crowded roUnd his carnage, an^us 
to receive a last word or look : and not a few followed 
his chariot above two mites from the town, before they 
had^esolvuion to tew themselves entirely Away firom the 
company of this venerable man. 

<< For Nyon to be deprived of the minietry of this iUus- 
Irious divine tras truly unfortunate ; but it waa oquidly 
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happy for tbaX favoiured vittag^ wlii«h was appointed to 
be the scene of hi& exemplary labours. There hi3 
strength and hia arms were chiefly exercised, and there 
his moat inEi|)oitant victoiies over sin were obtained. 
There hia name will long contiiiue to be had in honour ; 
and ieom thence many a goodly jewel wUl be. collected, 
to fotm for him a ctoYm of rejoicing itt'^ihe day of the 
Lord." 

15. About the midifie of summer, aa far as 2 recoUeet, 
in thai year, he and his friend returned to England. 
Soon after their return, I had the happiness of being fre- 
queatly in company with liir. Ireland, first at Trevecka, 
in Wales, and afterward Ht his^c^n house at Bristol, and 
of hearing many pleaaiag. and edifying anecdotes c<n« 
ceraiog Mn Fletoher, a«d the circumstances of their 
journey. I lament Ihat length of time, and the multitude 
of afiatrs ProTidenoe has called me to be engaged in, have 
erased these so far from my memory, that I am not able 
to give a clear or consistent account of them* One thing, 
however, I well remeHA^er, and shall never forget, and 
that is the very high esteem and veneration in which 
Mr. Fletcher was held by his friend and fellow traveler, 
who, during the five mwiths spent together on their tour, 
had seen such pioofs from day to day of his e^ted (MOty, 
fortitode, and wisdom, that he waa perfectly enraptured 
with him. If Mr. Flet<^er had been an angel in toman 
flesh, his friend could not well have held him in higher 
estimation, nor have been more lavish and incessant in 
his praise. He was careful, however, to ascribe the glory 
of aM the exeellenciea that were in him to the grace 
of God. 

16. My perscmal acquaintance with Mr. Fletcher was 
thea but sttght. I had, I think, cmly had two or three 
interviews with him, which, as far as I can i?ecolleet, 
were in the y^ar 1768, when I was classical master at 
Kingswoodsehool. As he occasionally made an excur* 
snon £nmi' Madeley t<3^ Bristol and Bath» in one of those 
^cuMoas we incited him to prea«)h at Kingswood. He 
was pecidiariy assisted while he was applying those en*^ 
eouiaging words. Him thai eomeih unto me / vfSl in fia 
we out okt. The people wove exceedingly aiSTected ;: 
indeed ^piite melted dowo;^ llie tears stccuftmed so fast 
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from the ^yes of the poor collierB, that their black faces' 
were washed by them, and almost universally streaked 
with white. And as to himself, his zeidous soul had been 
carried out so far beyond his strength, that when he con- 
cluded, he put 00* a shirt which was as wet as if it had 
been dipped in water. . But this was nothing strange : 
wherever he preached it was generally the case. ' From 
this time I conceived a particular esteem for him, chiefly 
on account of his piety ; and wished much for a farther 
acquaintance with him ; a blessing which I soon after 
obtained. 

17. For about this time the countess of Huntingdon 
erected a seminary at Trevecka, in Wales, in order to 
educate pious yoimg men, of whatever denomination, for 
the ministry. She proposed to admit only such as were 
truly converted to God, and resolved to dedicate them, 
selves to his service. They were at liberty to stay there 
three years, during which time they were to have their 

, education gratis, with every necessary of kfe, and a suit 
of clothes once a year ; afterward those who desired it 
might enter into the ministry, either in the established 
Church of England, or among Protestants of any other 
denomination. From the highopinion which the countess 
had of Mr. Fletcher's piety, learning, and abilities for such 
an office, she invited him to undertake the superintend- 
ence of that seminary. Not that he could promise to be 
generally resident there; much less constantly. His 
duty to his own flock at Madeley would by no means 
adinit o£ this. But he was to attend as often as he con- 
veniently could ; to give advice with regard to the ap- 
pointment of masters, and the admission or exclusion of 
students; to oversee their studies and conduct; to assist 
their piety, and judge of their qualifications for the work 
of the ministry. 

18. As Mr. Fletcher greatly approved of the design, 
especially considering, first. That none werQ to be ad. 
mitted but such as feared and loved God ; and secondly, 
That when they were prepared for it, they were to be at 
liberty to enter into the ministry wherever Providence 
should open a door? he readily complied with the iniita- 
tion, and undertook the charge. This he did wi^out fee 
or reward, from the sole motive of being uselW in the 
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moat impOTtant work of tnuning up peraoss for tlie glon« 
oua office of preaching the CrOBpeL And some months 
after, with the same view, through his means, and in 
consequence of Mr. Wesley's recommendation to her 
ladyship, I Was made head master of the academy, or aa 
it was comm<»ly called, the college, though I could very 
ill be spared from Kingswood, where I had acted in that 
capacity about four years. 

19. Being yet greatly wanted at Kingswood, Bmi 
having likewise a term to keep at Oxford, I could only 
pay them a short visit for the present, which was in 
January, 1770. But in the ji^ring following I went to 
reside there ; and for some time was- well satisfied with 
my situation. The young men were serious, ,and made 
a considerable progress in learning ; and many of them 
seemed to have talents for the ministry. Mr. Fletcher 
visited them fireqttently, and was received as an angel of 
Grod. It is not possible for me to describe the veneration 
in which we all held him. Like Elijah in the schoola 
of the prophets, he was revered ; he was loved ; he was 
almost adored : and that not only by every student, but 
by every member of the family. And indeed he was 
worthy. The reader will pardon me, if lie think I exceed. 
My heart kindles while I write. Here it was that I saw, 
shall I say, an angel in human flesh ? I should not far 
exceed the truth if I said sq. But here I saw a descend, 
ant of fallen Adam, so fully raised above the ruins of Uie 
fall, that though by the body he was tied down to earth, 
yet was his whole converstdion in heaven: yet was his 
Ufe, from day to day, hid toith Christ in God. Prayer, 
praise, love, and zeal, all ardent, elevated above what 
one would think attainable in this state of frailty, were 
the element in which he continually lived. And as to 
others, his one employment was to call, entreat, and urge 
them to ascend with him to the glorious Source of being 
and blessedness. He had leisure comparatively for 
nothing else. Languages, arts, sciences, grammar, 
rhetoric, logic, even divinity itself, as it is called, were 
all laid aside when he appemred in the schoolroom among 
the students. His full heart would not suffer him to be 
silent. He mu$i speak, and they were reader to hearken 
to this servant and minister of Jesus Christ than to atteod 
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to Sallust, Virgil, Cicero, or any Latin or Greek historian, 
poet, or philosopher they had been engaged in reading. 
And they seldom hearl^ened long, before they were all in 
tears, and every heart catched fire fi*om the flame that 
burned -in his soul. 

20. These seasons generally terminated in this :-^Being 
convinced that to he pled with the Holy Ghost was a better 
qualification for the ministry of the Gospel than any 
classical learning, (although that too be useful in its 
place,) aHer speaking awhile in the school room, he used 
frequently to say, << As many of you as are athirst for this 
fulness of the Spirit, follow me into my room." On this, 
many of us have instantly followed him, and there con. 
tinned for jtwo or three hours, wrestliaig^like Jacob for the 
blessing, praying one after another till we could bear to 
kneel no longer. This was not done once or twice, but 
many times. And I have sometimes seen him on these 
occasions, once in particular, so filled with the love 6f 
God, that he could contain no more, but cried out, ** O 
my God, withhold thy hand or the vessel will burst." 
But he afterward told me he was afraid he had grieved 
the Spirit of God ; and that he ought rather to have 
prayed that the liord would have enlarged the vessel, or 
have suffered it to break, that the souF might have had no 
farther bar or interruption to its enjoyment of the Supreme 
Good. In this he was certainly right. For, as Mr. Wes- 
ley has observed, the proper prayer on such an occasion 
would have been, 

** Give me the enlarged desire. 
And open, Lord, my soul, 
. Thy own fulness to rdquiip, 
And comprehend the whole i 
Stretch my faith's capacity 

Wider and yet wider still : 
Then with all that is in thee 
. My ravish'd epirit fill." 

21. Such was the 0fdinaryein^oyment of this man 
of God, while he remained at -IVevecka. He preached 
the word of life to the students and family, and as many 
of the neighbours as desired to be present. He was 
instant in season and out of season ; he reprottedy re- 
hukedy exhorted with aU long-suffering. He was always 
employed^ either in illustrating some important truth, or 
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exhoTting to some ne^eeted duty, or adminiiteriiig some 
needful comfort, or relating some useful anecdote, or 
making some profitable remark or observation upon soipe 
occurrence. And his devout soul, always burning with 
love and zeal, led him to intermingle prayer with all he 
uttered. Meanwhile his manner was so solemn, and at 
the same time so mild and insinuating, that it was hardly 
possible for any one who had the happiness of being in 
his company, not to be struck \vith awe and charmed 
with love as if in the presence of an angel or departed 
spirit. Indeed I frequently thought, while attending to 
his heavenly discourse and divine i^)irit, that he was so 
different from, and superior to the genei^ty of mankind, 
as to look more like Moses, or Elijah, or some prophet or 
apostle come again from the dead, than a mortal man 
dwelling in a house of clay. It is true, his weak and 
long-afHicted body proclaimed him to be human. But 
the graces which so eminently filled and adorned his 
soul, manifested him to be divine. And long before his 
happy spirit returned to God who gave it, that which 
was human seemed in a great measure to be stocdlawed 
^P of life, 

22. And as Mr. Fletcher was thus zealous and unwea- 
ried in his exhortations to, and prayers for, the students 
and other members of the family, while present with 
them, so he was far from being inattentive to their spirit- 
ual welfare wheu absent. His concern for their prosper- 
ity ia the I)ivine life constrained him, during his absence 
from them, frequently to address to them pastoral letter^ 
full of instruction and exhortation. One of these, the 
only one I have in my possession, I shall here insert. It 
was written from Madeley, July 23, 1770, immediately 
afler his return from abroad. 

" 7b tJie masters and students of Lady Huntingdon's 
College. 

" Grace, mercy, and peace attend you, my dear bre- 
thren, from God our Father, and from our liOrd and Bro- 
ther, Jesus Christ. Brother^ do I say ? but should I not 
rather have written all ? Is not he cdl and in all ? AU 
to believers, for he is their God as the Xo/o; (ike Word,) 
and their Friend, Brother, Father, Spouse, &c, <&c, ^c, 
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as he is Xoyo^ yiv^t^tv^e <fajf (the Word made Jtesh,) 
From him, through him^ and in him, I salute you in the 
Spirit. I believe he is here y^th me and in me ; I be- 
lieve he is yonder with you and in you ; for * in him we 
Uve, move, and have,' not only our animal, but rational, 
and spiritual * being.' 4, believe it, I say, therefore I 
write. May the powerful grain of faith remove the 
mountain of remaining unbelief, diat you and I may see 
things as God sees them ! that we may no more judge 
by appearances, but judge righteous judgment ; that we 
may no more walk by carnal sight, but by faith, the sight 
of God's children below ! When this is the case, we shall 
discover that the Creator is all indeed, and that crea- 
tures (whi<^ we are wont to put in his place since the 
fall) are mere nothings, passing clouds that our Sun of 
righteousness hath tiiought fit to clothe himself with ^ and 
paint some of his glory upon. In an instant he could 
scatter them into their original nothing, or resorb them for 
ever, and stand without competitor, rnn> the Being. But 
suppose that all creatures should stand for ever little sig- 
natures of God, what are they even in their most glorious 
estate, but as tapers* kindled by his light, as well as form- 
ed by his power ? Now conceive a Sun, a spiritual Sun, 
whose centre is every where, whose circumference can 
be found nowhere ; a Sun whose lustre as much surpasses 
the brightness of the luminary that rules the day, as the 
Creator surpasses the creature; and say, what are the 
twinkling tapers of good men on earth, what is the smok- 
ing flax of wicked creatures^- what the glittering stars 
of saints in heaven? Why, they are all lost in his tran- 
scendent glory, and if any one of these would set himself 
up as an object of esteem, regard, or admiration, he must 
indeed be mad with self and pride ; he must be (as dear 
Mr. Harris hath oflen told us) a foolish apostate, a devil. 
Understand this, believe this, and you will sink to un- 
knowQ depths of self-horror, for having aspired at being 
somebody y self-humiliation fbr seeing yourself nobody^ or 
what is worse, an evU body. But I would not have you 
dwell even upon this evil, so as to lose sight of your Sun, 
unless it be to see him covered, on this account, with your 
flei^ and blood, and wrapped in the cloud of our nature. 
Then you will cry out with St. Paul, O the depth ! Then, 
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fyidmg the manhood is again resorbed into the Grodhead, 
you will gladly renounce all selfish, separate existence in 
Adam and from Adam : you will take Christ to be your life ; 
you will become his members by eating his flesh and drink- 
ing his blood ; you will consider his flesh as your flesh, his 
bone as your bone, his Spirit a^ your spirit, his righteous, 
ness as your righteousness, his cross as your cross, and his 
crown (whether of thorns or glory) as your crown : you 
will reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God, through this dear Redeemer ; you will 
renounce propriety, you will heartily and gladly say, 
* Not I, not I, but Christ liveth,' and only because he lives 
Ida, and shaU live also. When it is so with us, then are 
we creatures in our Creator, and redeemed creatures in 
our Redeemer. Then we understand and feel what he 
says; Separate from me, x^^if^ ^M*^ ^^ ^'^^^ ^^^^ ^^9 X"^<^ 
$1^ fl-js (TwTijjo^ 8 bvvcKf^s fltoisiv xofiv. (Without me, the Crea- 
tor, ye are nothing ; ivithout me, the Saviour, ye can do 
noUiing.) < The moment I consider Christ and myself as 
two, I am gone,' says Luther, and I say so too ; I am gone 
into self, and into antichrist, for that which will be some- 
thing J will not let Christ be oZZ, and that which will not let 
Christ be all must certainly be antichrist* What a poor, 
jejune, dry thing is doctrinal Christianity, compared with 
the clear and heartfelt assent that the believer gives to 
these fundamental truths ! What life, what strength, what 
comfort flow out from them ! O my friends, let us believe, 
and we shall see, . taste, and handle the word of Ufe. 
When I stand in unbelief, I am like a drop of muddy water 
drying up in the sun of temptation ; I can neither comfort, 
nor help, nor preserve myself; when I do believe and close 
in with Christ, I am like that same drop losing itself in a 
boundless, bottomless sea of purity, light, life,.power, and 
love; there my good.wid my^ eml are equally nothing, 
equally swallowed wp^ and grace reigns through right* 
eousness unto eternal life. There I wish you all to be ; 
there I beg you and I may meet with idl God's children. 
I long to see you that I may impart imto you (should God 
oiake use of such a worm) some SfHritual gift, and that I 
may be comforted by the mutual faith both of you and me, 
and by your growdi in grace, and in Divine as well as 
kuDian wisdom, during my long absence. 
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" " I hope matters will be contrived so that I nu^y be 
with you, to beheld your order, before the anniversary ; 
meanwhile I remain your affectionate fellow labourer and 
servant in the Gospel of Christ, J. F«" 

23. But how came Mr. Fletcher to leave Trevecka ? 
Why did he give up an office for which he was so per- 
fectly well qualified, which he executed so entirely to the 
satisfaction of all the parties with whom he was coneem* 
ed, and in which it had pleased God to give so manifest 
a blessing to his labours ? Perhaps it would be better, in 
tenderness to some persons emin^it fbr piety and useful- 
ness, to let that matter remain still under the veil which 
forgiving love has cast over it. But if it be thought thai 
justice to his character, and to the cause which, from that 
time he so warmly espoused and so ably defended, re- 
quires some lighc to be cast upon it, it may be the most 
inoffensive way to do it in his own words. 

It will be proper to observe here, for thjB better under* 
standing of the following letter, that some time before 
Mr. Fletcher quitted Trevecka, I had been discharged 
from my ofhce there ; " not (as Mr. Wesley has justly 
observed in the former edition of this life) for any defect 
of learning or piety, or any fault found with my behaviour ; 
for nothing of that kind was so muc)i as pretended ; but 
wholly and solely because I did not believe the doctrine 
of absolute predestination." 

24. The fbllowing is an exact eopy of all that is ma- 
terial in a letter Mr. Fletcher Mrrote to me, in conse- 
quence of my dismission from the office I had sustained 
there:— 

** January 7^1771. 
** DsAS SiB,*-«Tli« same post brought me yours and 
two from my lady, and <me from Mr. Williams, (a clergy- 
man, who, professing to be under serious impressions, 
had been peimitted by her ladyship to stay a few weeks 
at the college ; but was neither master nor student, and 
tenaed by Mr. Fletcher ^ a bird of passage.') Their let- 
ters contained no charees, but general ones^ which wiith 
me go for nothing. If ue procedure you mention be fact, 
and your letler be a fair account of the transactions and 
words relative to your discharge, a false step has been ' 
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taken* I write by this post to her ladyship on the affair 
with all possible plainness. If the plan of the college be 
overthrown, I have nothing more to say to it. I will keep 
to my tent for one ; the confined tool of any one party I 
never was^ and never will be. If the blow that should 
have been struck at the dead spirit is struck (contrary to 
the granted liberty of sentiment) at dead Arminius, or 
absent Mr. Wesley ; if a master is turned away without 
any fault, it is time for me to stand up with firmness, or 
to withdraw. " 

At the same timeJhe following paragraphs were tran- 
scribed and sent to me by Mr. Fletcher, from his letter 
to my lady on this occasion : — 

" Mr. Benson made a very just defence when he said, 
be did hold with me the possibility of salvation for all 
men ; that mercy is offered to all, and yet may be re- 
ceived or rejected. If this be what your ladyship calls 
Mr. Wesley's opinion, free-will, and Arminianism, and if 
'every Arminian must quit the college,' I am actually 
disbharged also. Foic i^ my present view of things, I must 
hold that sentiment, if I believe that the Bible is true, and 
that God is lo:v:e. 

'* For my part, F am no party man. In the Lord I am 
your servant, and that of your every student* But I can- 
not give up the honour of bemg connected with my old 
friends, who, notwithstanding their failings, are entitled 
to my respect, gratitude, and assistance, could I occasion- 
ally give, them any. Mr. Wesley shall always be wel- 
come to my pulpit, and I shall gladly bear my testimony 
in his, as well as in Mr. Whitefield's. But if your lady- 
. ship iorbid your students to preach for the one, and offer 
them to preach for the other at every turn ; and if a mas* 
ter is discarded for believing that Christ died £>r all; 
tben prejudice reigns ; charity is cruelly wounded ; and 
party spirit shouts, prevails, moA triumphs." 

In the same letter in which he transcribed the above 
paragraphs, he, in a most Christian spirit, gave ma the 
Mowing caution: — ^^^Take care, my dear sir, not to. 
make matters worse than they are : and cast the mantle 
of forgiving love over the circumstances that might in|ttre 
the cause of God, so far as it is put into the hands of that 
eminent lady, who hath so well deaerved of the Chufck 
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of Christ. Rather suffer in silence, than mak^^ noise 
to cause the Philistines to triumph. Do not let go your 
expectation of a baptism from above," (meaning a larger 
measure of the influences of the Spirit of Goj, for which 
I was then much athirst.) " May you be supported and 
directed in this and every other trial, and may peace be 
extended to you as a river. Farewell, J. F." 

25. The above letter he directed to the New.Room, 
Horse Fair, Bristol, supposing it would find me there ; 
but understanding by another letter from me that I was 
still in Wales, two days after he wrote again, repeating 
the chief part of the above letter, and adding, " I am de- 
termined to stand or fall with the liberty of the college. 
As I entered it a free place, I must quit it the moment it 
is a harbour for party spirit. 

" As I am resolved to clear up this matter, or quit my 
province, I beg you will help me to as many facts and 
tDords, truly done, and reaily spcken^ as you can ; whereby 
I may show," (to the parties concerned at Trevecka,) 
"that false reports, groimdless suspicions, party spirit 
against Mr. Wesley, arbitrary proceedings, and unscrip- 
tural impulses, hold the reins and manage affairs in the 
college ; as also that the balance of opinions is not main- 
tained, and Mr. Wesley's opinions are dreaded, and struck 
at, more than deadness of heart, and a wrong conduct," 
Here again as a Christian he cautions :" Do not make 
matters worse than they are ; I fear they are bad enough. 
So far as we can, let us keep this matter to ourselves. 
When you speak of it to others, rather endeavour to 
palliate than aggravate what hath been wrong in your 
opposers : remember that great lady has been an instru- 
ment of great good, and that there are great inconsisten- 
cies attending the greatest and best of men. Possess 
your soul in patience ; see the salvation of God ; and 
believe, though against hope, that light will spring out ^ 
darkness. I am, with concern for you and that poor col- 
lege, yours, in Jesus, J. F." 

26. Soon after this he visited the college himself, when 
he had an opportunity of e^tamining every thing on the 
spot, and of seeing, with his own eyes, how matters were 
conducted. The following is the account which he gave 
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mtf as the result of his observations^ in a letter dated 
March 22, 1771 :— 

** My Dbab Fribnd, — ^On my arrival at the college, I 
found all very quiet, I fear through the enemy's keeping 
his goods in peace. While I preached the next day, I 
fomid myself as much shackled as ever I was in my 
li£i. And afler private prayer, I concluded I was not 
in my place. The same day I resigned my office to my 
lady, and on Wednesday to the students and the lord. 
Nevertheless I went on as usual, only had no heart to 
give little charges to ^le students as before. I should 
possibly have got over it as a temptation, if several cir- 
cumstances hwA not confirmed me in my design. Two 
I. shall mention, because they are worth a thousand. 
When Mr. Sh — y was at the college, what you had writ- 
ten upon the << baptism of the Holy Ghost," was taken to 
pieces. Mr. Sh — y maintained that the prophecy of Joel, 
Acts ii, had its complete fulfilment on the day of pentecost, 
and thus he turned the streams of living waters into im- 
perceptible dews, nemine cotUradicentey (no one gainsay. 
ing,) except two, who made one or two feeble objections : 
so tnat the point was, in my judgment, turned out of the 
college after you, and abused under the name of ^ Per. 
fection*' This showed I was not likely to receive or do 
any good there. 

<' Some days afteif my arrival, however, I preached' the 

good old doctrine before my lady and Mr. H • The 

latter talked also of imperceptible influences, and the 
former thanked me, but, in my apprehension, spoiled all 
by going to the college the next day, to give a charge 
partly against perfection vtx my absence. 

<< in the meantime Mr. Shirky has sent my lady a copy 
of the doctrinal part of the minutes of the last conference, 
(viz. of the year 1770.^ They were called JbrrtMe, 
abomiiaM$f9mA «tiftvemoe articuli stantis vel cadentis 
eoclerifls : {oi the pillar on which the Church stands, or 
with which it faUs.) My lady told me <^e must bum 
against them: and that whoever did not fiiUy disavow 
them, should quit the college.' Aceordingly- an order 
came for the master, a very insufiicient person, and the 
fliudents, to write their sentimeatB upon them without 
la* 
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reserve, I ako did so ; explained them aceording to Mr. 
Wesley's sentiments ; and approved the doctiine, UamiAg 
only the unguarded and not sufficiently explicit manner in 
which it was worded. I concluded by observing, that, 
as afler such a step on my part, and such a declaration 
on her ladyship's, I could no. longer, as an honest man, 
stay in the college, I took my leiure of it ; wishing my 
lady might find a minister to preside over it leias insu& 
cient, and more wiliipg to go certain lengths into what 
appeared to me pacty spirit, than I awu 

** To be short, I pleaded my cause with my lady, who 
seemed at last sensible of the force of my reasons. I 
advised her, as her college was C&lvinistic, to get a Cal* 
vinistic president for it, and recomiaended Mr. R. H* ■ . 
My lady was so far prevailed upon by my stand for Mr. 
Wesley as to design to write him a civil letter, to demand 
an explication of the obnoxious propositions of the 
minutes, and seemed rather ft>r peace than war, and 
friendship eminusy (at a distance,) than battle eomiimSy 
(hand to hand.) Last Friday I lefl them all in peace, 
the servaixti but no more the president of the college. My 
lady behaved with great candour and condescension to. 
ward me in the afiair. As for you, you are still out of 
her books, and are likely so to continue. Your l^st let* 
ters have only thrown oil upon the. &re : all was seen in 
the same light in which Mr. Wesley's letter appeared. 
You were accused of having alienated my heart from the 
coUege ; but I have cleared you. 

" 1 rejoice that your desires ajEier a lar^ measure 
e^ftl^^ Holy Spirit increase. Part rather with your heart's 
blood than with them. Let me meiet you at the throne 
of grace, and send me word how you dispose of yourself. 
If you are at a loss for a prophet's room, remember I 
have one here, J. F." 

27. Such were the reasons why Mr^ Flelcher resigned 
his oharga at Trevecka. Soon after this, the controversy 
respecting the pxoposittons of the before mentioned mi* 
nutes begim. For altisou^ Lady H. had signified to Mr. 
Fletcher, that it was her design to write to Mr. Wesley, 
and demand an explication of these olmoxious jnroposi- 
tions, }f does not appear that this was ef^er done* either 
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by her ladyship or any <me of her friends. On the contrary, 
the well-known Circular Letter now went abroad, under 
the name of Mr. l^rle}v inviting the cler^ of all deno- 
minations to assemble in a body at Bristol, to oppose Mr. 
Wesley and the preachers, when they should meet in con- 
ference, which they were expected to do in the beginning 
of the ensinng Aligust, and to oblige them to revoke the 
dreadful heresies contained in those minutes. As Mr. 
Fletcher thought the Churches throughout Christendom 
were verging very fast toward Antinomianison, he judged 
the propositions contained in those minutes ought rather 
to be confirmed than revoked. And as he was now re- 
tired to his parish, he had more leisure for such a work 
than before. Therefore, after much prayer and consider- 
ation, he determined to write in defence of them.^ In 
how able a manner he did this, I need not tell any that 
have read those incomparable writings. I know not how 
to give the character of them better than in the words of 
Dr* Dixon, then pnncipaU of Edmund-Hall, Oxford, whose 
kindness to me I shall eyt^ remember, and to whom I 
sent Mr. Fletcher's Checks, with a recommendatory \eU 
ter. He aijiswered me as follows :-^ 

'^ Deab SiB,^->When I first read yours, I must own I 
suspected your friendship for Mr. Fletcher had made you 
too lavish in your commendation of his writings ; and that 
when I came to read them, I should find some abatements 
necessary to be made. But now I have read them, I am 
far from thmking you have spoken extiavagaiUly ; or 
indeed, that loo much ean be said in Gc»nmendation of 
them. I had not read his 'first letter, before I was so 
charmed with the spirit as well as the abilities of the 
writer, that the gushing tear could not be fain^red from 
giving full testimony of my heart^felt satisfaction. Per- 
haps some part of tiiis pleasure might arise from finding 
my own sentiments so fully embraced by the author. 
But sure I am, the greatest share of it aroise from find* 
ing those benevolent doctrines so firmly established ; and 
that with such ju^ment, clearness, and precision, as are 
seldom, very seldon^, to be met with. What crowns the 
whole is, the amiable ami Christian temper, which those 
who will not be convinced, must, however, approve, and 
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wish that their own doctrines may be constantly attended 
with the same spirit." 

28. " How much good," says Mr. Wesley, " has been 
occasioned by the poblication of that Ciradar Letter f 
This was the happy occasion of Mr. Fletcher's writing 
those * Checks to Antinomianism,^ in which one knows 
not which to admire most, the purity of the language ; 
(such as scarce any foreigner wrote before ;) the gtrength 
and deamess of the argument ; or the tnUdness and sweet- 
nets of the spirit .that breathes througliout the whole. In- 
somuch that I nothing wonder at a serious clergyman, 
who being resolved to live and die in his own opinion, 
when he was pressed to read ^em, replied, * No, I will 
never read Mr. Fletcher's Checks : for if I did, I shoidd 
foe of his mind.'" 

29. A short extract from two or three of his letters, 
will show what was his state of mind at this crisis. — 
'< How much water," says he to me, August 24, of the 
same year, ** may at last rush out from a little opening ! 
What are our dear I— 's jealousies come to ? Ah, poor 
college! Their conduct, and charges of heresy, &c, 
among other reasons, have stirred me up to. write in de- 
fence of the minutes. I have received this morning a 
roost kind letter from Mr. Shirley, whom I pity much now. 
He is gone to Wales, probably to consult (with her 1 — p,) 
what to do in the present case. Methinks I dream, when 

• I reflect I have wrote on controversy ! Tlie last subject 
{thought I should have meddled with. I expect te be 
rou^ly handled on the account. Lord, prepare me for 
this, and every thing that may make me oease fh>m man, 
and above all from your unworthy fnend, J. F.." 

Three months after, he writes as follbws in answer UA 
a letter of mine, in which I had taken the liberty of 
advising him to use much precision in stating tiie Scrip- 
tural doctrine respecting works being the necessary fruits 
of faith. His words demonstrate Sie deep humility of 
his mind, and the mean opinion he had of himself, evim as 
a writer, in which province he certainly greatly excelled; 
" I thank you for your caution about works. I sent last 
week a letter of fifty pages upon Antinomianism to the 
book steward. I beg, as upon my bended kneeSi yoa 



itized by Google 



UFB OF REV, jr« FUITCHSB, 153 

would revise and correct k^ wnd take off quod durius sonat 
(w&at sounds harsh) in point of works, (subject^) reproof y 
and stt^. I have followed my light, which is but that 
of a smoking flax : put yours to mine. I am charged 
hereabouts with scattering firebrands, arrows, and death. 
Xiueiich some &£ my brands, blunt some of my arrows, 
and take off all my deaths, except that which I design 
for 'Antinomianism. 

*^ As I have taken up my pen, I will clear myself in 
another respect, that is, with regard to the Antinomian 
opposition made to Christian perfection. I have beg^m 
my tract, and hope to tell Ihe truth in perfect consistency 
with Mr. Wesley's system. I once begged you v/ould 
give me a copy of what you wrote upon it. Now is the 
time to repeat that request. Send it me (with additions, 
if you can) as soon as possible. When I send my manu- 
script to London, remember it will be chiefly for your 
alterations and corrections.'' 

30. The reader will observe, Uiat at this time his Ap- 
peal to Matter of Fact and Common Senscj that admirable 
treatise on the subject of original sin, and human depra- 
vity, was not published. It had indcred been composed 
near^a year before. I saw it in manuscript at Madeley 
the January preceding, and read most of it over with him, 
while his humility induced him constantly to urge, as in 
the above letter, that I would prc4)ose any alterations or 
corrections which I thought proper to be made. In his 
next letter, dated Dec. 10, he mentions the apprehen- 
sion he was under that the manuscript was lost. He had 
left it at Bristol, and having sent for it from thepce, with 
a view to make some farther improvements in the style 
or matter, before it was sent to the press, it had not 
arrived as expected, nor been heard of for many weeks. 
However, he was quite easy under the apprehended loss, 
which certainly would not have beei^a small one, as any 
person will judge, who considers how much thought and 
time such a work must have cost him* It was found, 
however, by and by, had the finishing hand put to it, and 
was published to the conviction and edification of thou- 
sands. I hardly know a treatise th^ has been so univer- 
sally read, or made so eminently useful. 

81. Mr* Fletcher's pen, however, was chiefly employed 
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at this time and thenceforward, as long as his heaitft 
permitted him to write at all, on controversial snbje^ ; 
subjects in which he at first engaged with great reluctaote, 
which he never loved, which he was frequently disp^d 
to have relinquished, had a sense of duty pennitte<f him 
so to do ; but which he never repented having undeltaken 
to discuss and elucidate. It is true, he met with ik> little 
opposition, and even reproach, while he war engaged in 
writing on these subjects. As he says in a letter to Mr. 
Charles Wesley, written about this time, he ** met with 
the loss of friends, and with the charges of novel chime- 
ras on both sides." Some that had loved him as their 
own souls before, being vexed and chagrined at finimg 
thenr fkvourite opinions, which they had laid as the 
foundation of their hopes undermined and overthrown, 
poured forth their abuse in a very libei al manner. One 
warm young man in particular, whom I well knew, and 
who, while a student at Trevecka, had revered and loved 
Mr. Fletcher as a father, after using many reproac^ui 
expressions, added, as a finishing stroke, " If yoa die ia 
the faith your bods maintains, your will be shut o»t cf 
heaven;'* " You see by this," says Mr. Fletcher to me 
in the letter in which he mentions that circtiggistance, 
>^ I cut rather deeper than our friends cam bear." TIms 
was in February, 1772, when his T^ird Check, in answer 
to tStie author of Pietas Oxoniensis, was in the press ; at 
which time he says, '< I long to be out of controversy ; I 
make a bridge in my postscript for a retreat :" which mois 
were dictated, not by any distrust of the truth or imporU 
anee of the principles he had espoused, or of his ability, 
through Divine aid, to defend them ; but by his love of 
peace and unanimity among the followers of Jesus, and 
his great and constant aversion to dispute and contention. 
S2. That Mr. Fletcher had no doubt but controversy, 
on some occasions, is- both expedient and necessary, yea, 
and productive of much good to the Church of God, is 
certain from whal! he observes on this subject in the be- 
ginning of the last mentioned tract. Mr. Hill had said, 
in the title page of his Five Letters, to which that tract 
was an answer, that a concern for ^< mourning back, 
sliders, and such as have been distressed by readmg Mr. 
Wesley's Minutes, or the Vindication of them," had in- 
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duced him to write 2 ** Permit me to infimn yoo ia my 
turn," says Mr. Flotcber,* " that I fear lest Dr. Crisp'sif 
bahn should be applied instead of the balm of CHlead^ to 
Laodicean loiterers, who may haply have been brought 
to penitentiai distress, obliges me to answer you in Uie 
same public manner in which you address me. Some of 
oar friends will undoubtedly blame us for not yet drop- 
ping the contested point; but ethers will candiidly con*, 
aider that ccnUrtmersy, though not desirable in itself, yet 
properly managed, has a hundred times rescued truth 
groaning under the lash of triumphant eirror. We aie 
indebted to our Lord's controversies wiA the Pharisees 
and scribes for a considerable part of the four Gospels. 
And, to the end of the world, the Church will bless God 
fi>r the spirited manner in which St. Paul, in his epistles 
to the Romans and Galatians^ defended the controverted 
point of a believer's preseiyt justification by faith» as well 
as for the steadiness with which St. James, St. John, St* 
Peter, and St. Jude, carried on their important contro. 
versy with the Nicolaitans, who abused St. Paul's doc. 
ttine to Antinomian purposes. Had it not been fi» 
controversy, Romish priests would to this day feed us 
with LaHn masses and a wafer gcd. Some bold propo* 
sitions advanced by Luther against the doctrine of indul* 
gencies, unexpectedly brought on the relermation. They 
were so irrationally attacked by the in&tuated papists, 
and so Scripturally defended by the resolute Protestants, 
that these kingdcmis opened their eyes, and saw thou, 
sands of images and errors fall before ^e ark of evan- 
gelical truth. 

« From what I have advanced," proceeds Mr. Fletcher, 
"in my Second Cheeky it appears, if I am not mistaken, 
that we stand now as much ia need of a refotmaticm from 
Antinomianism, as our ancestors did of a reformation 
from popery ; and I am not without hope, that the eztea- 
ordinary attack which has lately been made on Mr. Wes* 
ley's Anti^Crispian propositions, and the manner in which 
they are defended, will open the eyes of many, and check 
the rapid progress of so enchanting and pernicious an 
evil. This hope inspires me with fresh courage : and 

•ThirdCH6ek,p.3. 
t Dr. Crisp wai aa AntittonuaQ in doctria*. 
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taming ffom the honourable and Rev. Mr. Shirley, I 
presume to face, I trust in the spirit of love and meekness, 
my new respectable opponent." 

Such were Mr. Fletcher^s views when he begun his 
Third Cheeky and they were not changed when he had 
finished it, nor indeed when he had finished the Fourth, 
which he wrote in the spring of thi3 same year. A 
friend has favoured me with a letter of his, in his 
own hand writing, to Mrl Charles Perronet, son oi the 
Rev. Vincent Perronet, vicar of Shoreham, dated Be\u 
tember 7, 1772,. in which he observes :-— " Mr. Hill, sen., 
hath complimented me with ekven Letters," (including 
the former five, in answer to which he wrote the T^rd 
Check, and the latter six, which were answered in the 
Fourth,) " and his brother, Mr. R. Hill, with another, 
one half of which is employed in passing sentence 
upon my spirit. I have answered them both in a 
Fourth Chech, which I hope will decide the controversy 
about the important Anti-Crispian doctrine of justification 
by (the evidence of) works in the last day. If that doc- 
trine stand, there is an end of imputed righteousness," 
that is, in the Antinomian sense of the phrase, << absolate 
election, and predestination. And t do not see that they 
have any thing to object to it, but mere cavils which dis- 
grace their cause." 

38. The intelligent and pious person to whom this let- 
ter was written, was at that time under affliction which 
had considerably reduced his strength and depressed his 
spirits. The reader will be pleased, and I hope also 
profited, by Mr. Fletcher's address to him on this ocoft« 
don, which I copy from the same letters 

" My Vbrt Deab Friend, — ^** No cross, no crown : the 
heavier the cross, the brighter the crown. I wirii you 
joy, while I mourn, about the afilictions which work out 
for you an exceedingly greater weight of glory ; (greater, 
he means than he could otherwise have enjoyed.) 
' O for a finn and lasting faitht 
To credit all the Almighty eaith !' 

Fai^, I mean the evidence of things not seen^ is a power- 
ful cordial to support and exhilarate us under the heaviest 
pressures of pain and temptation. By faith we see things 
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visible as temporal, fading ; as a showy cloud that passes 
away. By fkiih we live upon the invmble, eternal God : 
we believe that in him we live, move, and have our be- 
ing : we begin to feel after, find, and enjoy our Root ; 
and insensibly we sKde from self into €hdy from the 
visible into the invisible, from the carnal into the spiritual, 
from time into eternity. Here all husks of flesh and blood 
break. Here our spirits are iigrer young, they live in and 
upon the very fountain of streiigth, sprightliness, and joy. 
I grant that the unhappy medium of corruptible flesh and 
. blood stands much in our way : but, if it hinder us from 
enjoying God, it makes way for our giving tnore ghry to 
iHm, by bdiemng his naked truth, O ! my friend, let us 
rest more upon the truth as it is in Jesus, And it will make 
us more abundantly free, till we are free indeed ; free to 
suffer as well as to triumjph with him. Of late I have been 
brought to feed more upon Jesus as the truth. I see more 
in him in that character dian I ever did. I am persuaded 
that, if you study him, you will see new beauties in him 
in that point of view. Perpetual comforts are hardly 
consistent with a state of trial. (I except the comforts 
that are inseparable from a calm acquiescing in the 
truth, and the ei^03mient of a good conscience.) Our 
bodies cannot loBg bear raptures : but the silent beams 
of truth can always insinuate themselves into the believ- 
ing soul, to stay it upon the couch of pain, and in the arms 
of death. I see Christ the truth of my life, friends, rela- 
tions, sense, food, raiment, light, fire, resting place, &c. 
All out of him are but shadows. All in him are blessed 
sacraments^ I mean visible signs of the fountain, or little 
vehicles* to convey the streams of inward grace. As 
for pain, &c, it is' only the struggle of &Uea nature, in 
order to a full birth into the world of unmixed bliss. Let 
us bear it cheerMly, ae Sarah did, when she was de- 
Uvered of Isaac. I am glad the Lord supports you under 
your trotibles. Arise, be of good cheer, thy sins are 
forgiven theei Enjoy me bFessing as much as nature 
would repine under ten crosses. l%e Lord direct us by 
his light, and fill us with his love. The God of peace be 
with you, and raise yoii up to stand by his truth and peo- 
pie, and become more ripe for glory! Adieu! I am 
y<Hirs in Him who is all in all, J. F," 

14 
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34. €rod» howevery did not see fit to grant this request of 
his servant. Mr. C. Perronet's health declined more and 
more, and in less than four years after the affliction ter* 
nfiinated in his death. The following short extract of a 
letter, addressed by Mr. Fletcher to his reverend and 
pious father on this occasion^ will at once edify and please 
the reader : — 

" HoNouBED AND Rbv. Sik, — ^To infonu you of what 
you cannot but be acquainted with is superfluous, but to 
congratulate you upon what I know you exult in, is the 
duty both of religion and friendship. Methinks, then, I 
see you, right honoured sir, mounted as another Moses 
on the top of Pisgah, and tiirough the telescope of faith 
descrying the promised land ; or rather, in the present 
instance, I observe you standing, like anoliier Joshua, on 
the banks' of Jordan, viewing all Israel, with your son 
am<»ig them, passing over the river to their great posses, 
sionjs. Permit me, therefore, in consideration of your 
years and oflice, to exclaim, in the language of young 
Elisha to his ancient seer, * My father ! My father ! The 
chariots of Israeli and the horsemen thereof.' 

* There, there they are, and theto is he, your soni 
Whom faith pursues, and eager hope di8Qer>as, 
In yon bright chariot as a cherub borne 
On wings of love, to uncreated realms 
Of deathless joy, and everlasting peace."' 

36. The preceding letters, and others written about 
the same time, with the testimony of divers of his friends 
who were in the habit of seeing and conversin^g with him 
frequently, make it evident that Mr. Fletcher's spirit suf. 
fered no declension as: to genuine piety, meebjiessy^or 
benevolence, during this controversy* 

Sept. 21, 1773, he says to Mr. Ireland :— «< I see life 
so short, and that time passes away with such rapidity, 
that I should be very glad to spend it in solemn prayer ; 
but it is necessary that a man should have spme exterior 
occupation. The chief thing is to employ ourselves 
profitably. My throat is not formed for Uie labours of 
preaching : when I have preached three or four times 
together, it inflames and fills up ; and the efforts which 
I am then obliged to make in speaking heat my blood. 
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Thus I am, by nature as well as by the circumstances I 
am in, obliged to employ my time in writing a little. O 
that I may be enabled to do it to the glory of God ! Let 
us love this good God, mdio hath so laoed the tooridy that 
he gave his only begotten S&n^ that we might natperishj but 
have 'everlasting Ufe* How sweet is it, on our knees, to 
receive this Jesus, this heavenly gifl, and to offer omr 
praises and thanks to our heavenly Father ! The Lord 
teaches me four lessons ; the first is, to be thanhfid that 
1 ani not in hell ; the second, to become nothing before 
him ; the third, to receive the gifl of God — the person of 
Jesus ; and the fourth, to feel my want of the spirit of 
Jesuit, and to wait for it. These four lessons are very 
deep : O when shall I have learned them ! Let us go to- 
gether to the school of Jesus, and learn to be meek and 
lowly in heart. Adieu, J. F." 

About six months afterward his words to the same per- 
son are : — ^** I have just spirit enough to enjoy my soli- 
tude, and to bless God that I am out of die hurry of the 
world, even the i^iritual world. I tarry gladly in my 
Jerusalem, till the kingdom of God come with power. 
Till then it matters not where I am : on}y as my chief 
call is here, here I gladly stay, till God fit me for the 
pulpit or the grave. I stiU spend my momipgs in scrib« 
bkng. Though I grudge so much time in writing, yet a 
man must do something ; and I may as well investigate 
truth as do any thing else, except solemn praying, and 
visiting my flock. I shall be glad to have <k>ne with my 
present avocation, that I may give myself up more to those 
two things." 

36. He was now engsEiged in writing his " Equal Check 
to Pharisaism* and Antinomianism," which he intended to 
be, and which certainly is, "as much in behalf o£ free 
grace as of holiness J*^ <* It will be of Sl reconciling na. 
ture," says be, " and on a plan on which all the candid 
and moderate will be able to shake hands." This Chedc 
^vas written in the latter end of the year 1773, and the 
beginning of 1774, and published soon after ; at which 
time the cgmmon and equal friend of Mr. Fletcher and 

Lady H »- had proposed an interview between them. 

On this occasion Mr. Fletcher writes as follows : — 
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'^ In the present circumstances it was a great piece of 
condescension in dear Lady Huntingdon to be willing to 
see me privately ; but for ber to permit me to wait upon 
her openly, denotes such generosity, such courage, and a 
mind so much superior to the narrowness that clogti the 
charity of nost professors, that it would have amazed me 
if every thing ttuit is noble '«nd magnanimous were not 
to be expected from her ladyship. It is well for her that 
spirits are imprisoned in flesh and blood, or I might by 
this time (and it is but an hour since I received your 
letter) have troubled her ten times with my apparition, 
to wish her joy of being above the dangerous snare of 
professors — }he smiles and frowns of the religious world; 
and to thank bar a thousand times for not being ashamed 
of her old servant, and for cordially forgiving him all that 
is past, upon the score of the Lord^ love, and of my 
honest meaning." 

A few weeks after he observes farther : — ^* How kind 
is my lady to ofior to interpose, and to wipe off the asper. 
sions of my London accusers. I had before sent my 
reply, which was only a plain narrative of two ^ncts, upon 
which it appeared to me the cajutal charges were funded, 
together with some gentle expostulations, which I hope 
have had the desired effect. Give my duty to my lady, 
and thank her a thousand times for this new addition to 
all her former favours, till I have an opportunity of doing 
it in person. 

" I get very slowly out of the mire of my controversy, 
'and yet I hope to get over it, if God spare my life, in two 
or three pieces more. Since I wrote last, I have added 
to my Equal Check a piece which I call * An Essay on 
Truth, or a Rational Vindication of the Doctrine of Sal- 
vation by Faith,' which I have taken the hberty to dedi- 
cate to Lady Huntingdon, to have an opportunity of 
clearing her ladyship from the charge of Antinomianism. 
I have taken this step in the simplicity of my heart, and 
as due from me, in my circumstances, to the chajracter 
of her ladyship. Mr. H — ^t— n called some time after tiie 
letter was printed, and said, * It will not be well taken.' 
I hope better ; but be it as it may, I shall have the satis-^ 
faction of having meant well." 

37. As Mr. Fletcher's own views of this controversy. 
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when it appeared to be drawing to a close, and ^e state 
of his mind at that period, are certainly very important 
particulars of his life, and distinguishing traits of his cha- 
racter ; and as they will be best learned from the private 
and confidential letters, which were written at the time 
to his intimate friends, the reader will not be aony to see 
^m still farther delineated in extracts from twd or three 
more of his epistles. Those addressed to me I the rather 
insert, as no part of them has been published before, and 
I think they all contain observations well worthy of being 
known and preserved, and which would probably other- 
wise perish in oblivion. March 80, 1774, he wrote to 
me as follows : — 

" My D^ar Brother, — ^I am two kind letters in your 
debt ; for both which accept the best thanks that grateful 
brotherly love can muster up in my breast. Your first 
letter I did not answer through a variety of avocations : 
the second I answer by our Ely ah, (Mn Wesley.) I do 
not repent having engaged in the present controversy, 
for though I think my little publications cannot reclaim 
those who are given up to believe the lie of the day, yet 
they may here and there stop one from swallowing it at 
all, or from swallowing it so deeply as otherwise he might 
have done. In preaching I do not meddle with tiie points 
discussed, unless my text lead me to it, and then I think 
them important enough not to be ashamed of them before 
my people. 

** I am just finishing an Essay on Truth, which I dedi 

cate to Lady H^ -^, wherein you will see my latest 

views of that important subject. My apprehensions of 
things have not changed since I saw you last ; save that 
in one thing I have seen my error. Aii over-eager atten- 
tion to the d6ctrine of the Spirit haft made me, in some 
degree, overlook the medium by*which the Spirit works, 
I mean the Ward of Truth, which is the wood by which 
the heavenly fire warms us. I rather expected lightning 
than a steady fire by means of fuel. I mention my error 
to you lest you too should be involved therein. May the 
Lord help us to steer clear of every rock. My contro- 
versy weighs upon my bands : but I must go through 
with it» which I hope will be done in two or three 
14* 
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pieces more : one of which, * Scripture Scales to weigh 
the Gold of Gospel Truth,' may be more useful than the 
Checks, as being more literally Scriptural. I have ex- 
changed a couple of friendly letters with Lady H— — , 
who gives me leave to «ee. her publicly : but I think it 
best to postpone that honour till I have cleared my mind. 
Should you see my Essay on Truth, I pray God it may 
help you to discern the depth of Rom. x, 10. By over- 
looking the rounds of the mysterious ladder of truth that 
are within our reach, and fixing our eyes on those that 
are above us, we are often at a stand, and give ourselves 
and others needless trouble, I shall be glad to see the 
productions of your pen. I hope they will add to my 
little stock of truth and love. Let us believe in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Let us love one another, serve our gene, 
ration, and hopefully wait for the glorious revelation of 
the Son of God. That your soul may live the most 
abundant life, is the prayer of your loving brother, 

«J, F." 

38. The Essay on Truth, referred to by Mr. Fletcher 
in so many of the letters which he wrote about this time, 
was view^ by him as peculiarly important, and as con- 
taining doctrines particularly suited to the state of the 
Church of Christ at that time. " I am glad," says he to 
Mr. Charles Wesley, in the beginning of the next year, 
^< you did not altogeUier disapprove of my Essay on Truth, 
The letter, I grant, profiteth little, until the Spirit animate 
it. I had, some weeks ago, one of those touches which 
realize, or rather spiritualize the letter ; and it convinced 
me more than ever that what I say in that tract of the 
spirity and of faiths is truth. I am also persuaded that 
ihe faith and spirity which belong io perfect Christianity, 
are at a very low ebb, even among believers. When the 
Son of man cometh to set up his kingdom, shall he find 
Christian faith upon the earth ? Yes, but I fear as little 
as he found of Jewish faith when he came in the flesh. 
I believe you cannot rest with the easy Antinomian, or 
the busy Pharisee, You and I have nothing to do but to 
die to all that is of a sinful nature, and to pray for the. 
power of an endless life. God make us faithful to our 
convictions, and keep us from the snares of outward tibings ! 
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" I feel the force of what you say in your last, about 
the danger of so encouraging the inferior dispensations 
as to make people rest short of the faith which belongs to 
perfect Christianity. I have tried to obviate it in some partd 
of the Equal Check, and hope tQ do it more effectually in 
my reply to Mr. Hill's Creed far Perfeetiomsts. I expect 
a letter from you on the subject: write with openness, 
and do not fear to discourage me by speaking your dis- 
approbation of what you dislike. My aim is to be found 
at the feet of all, bearing and forbearing, until truth and 
love bring better days." 

39. About this time, having used in some small degree 
the liberty which his humility induced him to give me, 
and having sent him two or three trivial remarks on some 
expressions which occurred in the above mentioned 
essay, I received from him the following letter, wkieh I 
think important enough to be inserted here, and with 
which I shall close this chapter :-^ 

" My Deas Bsotheb, — ^I have had two printers upon 
my heels beside my Common business, and this is enough 
to make me trespass upon the patience of my friends. I 
have published the first part of my Scales, which has 
gone through a second edition in London before I could 
get the second part printed in Salop, where it will be 
published in about six weeks. I have also published a 
Creed for the Arminians, where you will see that if I 
have not answered your critical remarks upon my Essay 
on Truth, I have improved by them, yea, publicly recanted 
the two expressions you mentioned as improper. For 
any such remarks I shall always be peculiarly thankful 
to you, and hope you will always find me open to convic 
tion. With respect to the sermons you have thoughts of 
publishing, I say, follow your own conscience and the 
advice of the judicious friends about you : and put me 
among your subscribers, as I believe they will be worth 
a careful perusal, as well as to matter, as method and style. 
I am so tied up here, both by my parish duty and con- 
troversic^l writings, that I cannot hope to see you unless 
you come into these parts. In the meantime let us meet 
at the throne of grace. In Jesus time and distance are 
lost. He is a universal, eternal life of righteousness. 
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peace, and joy. I am glad you have some encourage- 
ment in Scotland. The Lord grant you more and mote. 
Use yourself, however, to go against wind and tide, as I 
do, and take care that our wise dogmatical friends in the 
north do not rob you of your childlike simplicity. Re- 
member that the mysteries of the kingdom are revealed 
to babes. You may be afraid of being a fod widiout 
being afraid of being a babe. You may be childlike 
without being childish. Simplicity of intention and 
purity of affection will go through the world, through 
hell itself. In the meantime let us see that we do not so 
look at our little publications, or to other people, as to 
forget that Christ is our object, our sun, our shield. To 
his inspiration, comfort, and protection, I earnestly recom- 
mend your soul ; and thfi labours of your hearty tongWy 
and jien, to his blessing ; entreating you to beg, at the 
throne of grace, all the wisd^nn and grace needful for 
your steady, affectionate friend and brother, J. F." 



CHAPTER VI. 

Of his declining state of health, the progress of his dis- 
order, and his hehamour under it, with an account of 
his other polemical writings, and the conclusion of the 
controversy^ 

1. The frequent journeys which Mr. Fletcher took to 
and from Trevecka while he presided over the college, 
in all weathers, and at all seasons of the year, greatly 
impaired the firmness of his constitution. And in some 
of those journeys he had not only difficulties but dangers 
likewise k> encounter. One day as he was riding over a 
wooden bridge, just as he got to the middle thereof, it 
broke in. The mare's fore legs sunk into the river, but 
her breast and hinder parts were kept up by ^e bridge. 
In that position she lay as still as if she had been dead, 
till he got over her neck and took off his bags, in which' 
were several manuscripts, the spoOing of which would 
have occasioned him much trouble. He then endea- 
voured to raise her up \ but sdie would not stir till he went 
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over the odier part of the bridge. But no sooner' did he 
set his foot upon the ground tiban she began to plunge. 
Immediately the remaining part of the bridge broke down 
and sunk with her into the river. But presently she rose 
up again, swam out, and came to him. 

2. About this time, Mr. Pilmoor being desirous to see 
the inside of a coalpit, Mr. Fletcher went with him to the 
bottom of a sloping pit, which was supposed to be near a 
mile under the ground. They returned out of it without 
any inconvenience. But the nesct day, while several 
colliers were there, a damp took fire, which went off with 
a vast explosion, and killed all the men that were in it. 

8. In February, 1773, Mr. Wesley received from him 
the following letter r^-^ 

" Rev* and Dea^ Sih, — ^I hope the Lord, who has bo 
wonderfully stood by you hitherto, will preserve you to 
see many of your sheep, and me among them, enter into 
rest. Should Providence call you first, I shall do my best, 
by the Lord's assistance, to help your brother to gather 
the wreck, and keep together those who are not abso- 
lutely bent to throw away the Methodist doctrines and 
discipline, as soon as he that now letteth is removed out 
of the way. Every help will then be necessary, and I 
shall not be backward to throw in my mite. In the mean- 
time you sometimes need an assistant to serve tables, and 
occasionally fill up a gap. Providence visibly appointed 
me to that office many years ago. And though it no less 
evidently called me hither, yet I have not been without 
doubts, especially for some years past, whether it would 
not be expedient that I should resume my office as your 
deacon ; not with any view of prerading over the Method- 
ists after you, but to ease you a little in your old age, and 
to be in the way of receiving, perhaps doing more good. 
I have* sometimes thought how shameful it was that no 
clergyman should join you, to keep in the Church the 
work God has enabled vou to carry on therein. And as 
the little estate I have m my own country is sufficient for 
my maintenance, I have thought I would, one day or 
other, offer you and the Melhodists my free service. 
While my love of retirement made me linger, I was pro- 
videntially led to do something on Lady Huntingdon's 
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plan. But being shut out there, it appears to me I am 
again called to my first woik. Nevertheless I would not 
leave this place without a fuller persuasion that the time 
is quite come. Not that God uses me much here ; but I 
have not yet sufficiently cleared tay conscience from the 
blood of idl men. Meantime I beg the Lord to guide me 
by his counsel, and make me willmg to go any where or 
nowhere, to be any thing or nothing. Help by your 
prayers, till you can bless by word of mouth, reverend 
and dear sir, your willing though unprofitable servant in 
the Gospel, J. F. 

*' Madeley, Feb. 6, 171S.'' 

4. On this letter Mr. Wesley remarks as follows : — 
" * Providence,' says Mr. Fletcher, * visibly appointed me 
to that office many years ago.' Is it any wonder, then, 
that he should now be in dovMy whether he did right in 
confining himself to one spot ? The more I reflect upon 
it, the more I am convinced he had great reason to doubt 
of this. I can never believe it was the will of God that 
such a burning and shining light should be hid under a 
hushd^ No, instead of being confined to « country vil- 
lage, it ought to have shone in every comer of our land. 
He was fuH as much called to sound an alarm through all 
the nation as Mr. Whiteiield himself: nay, abundantly 
more so, seeing he was far better qualified for that im. 
portant work. He had a: more striking person, equal 
good breeding, an equally winning address; together 
with a richer flow of fancy, a stronger understanding, a 
far greater treasure of learning, both in languages, pluio- 
sophy, philology, and divinity ; and above all, (which I 
can speak with fuller assurance, because I had a thorough 
knowledge both of one and the other,) a more deep audi 
constant communion with the Father, and with the Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

" And yet let not any one imagine that I depreciate Mr. 
Whitefield, or undervalue the grace of God, and the ex- 
traordinary gifts which his great Master vouchsafed unto 
him. I believe he was highly favoured of God ; yea, 
that he was one of the most eminent ministers that has 
appeared in England, or perhaps in the world, during 
the present century. Yet I must own, I have knowtt 
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maay fully equal to Mr. Wbitefield, both in holy tempera 
and holiness of conversation : but one equal herein to 
]lfr. Fletcher I have not known, no, not in a life of four- 
score years. 

5. " However, having chosen," proceeds Mr. Wesley, 
" at least for the present, this ni^row field of action, he 
was more and more abundant in his ministerial labours, 
both in public and in private : not contenting himself with 
preaching, but visiting his flock in every comer of his 
pariah* And this work he attended to, early or late, 
whether the weather was fair or foul ; regarding neither 
heat nor cold, rain nor snow, whether he was on horse- 
back or on foot. But this farther weakened his constitu- 
tion ; which was still more effectually impaired by his 
inten£ie and uninterrupted studies; in which he frequently 
continued, almost without any intermission, fourteen, 
fifteen, or sixteen hours a day. But still he did not allow 
himself such food as was necessary to sustain nature. 
He seldom took any regular meals, except he had com- 
pany : otherwise twice or thrice in four and twenty hours, 
he ate some bread and cheese, or fruit. Instead of this 
he 8<»netimes took a draught of milk, and then wrote on 
again." 

6, The works which Mr. Fletoher had in hand, chielSy, 
at this time, were three ; 1. Zelotes and Honestus recon- 
ciled: or, an Equal Check to Pharisaism and Antino- 
mianism continued," including the first and second part 
of the Scripture Scales ; 2. <' The FictUkms andifenuine 
Creed;" and 3. His treatise on Christian perfections 
termed by him,. << A Polemical Essay on the Twm Doc- 
trines of Christian Imperfection and a Death Purgatory." 
All these were published in the year 1775, and the two 
fooner, it seems, written in the year preceding. He had 
proimsed also to his readers an answer to Mr. Toplady's 
pamphlet, entitied " More work for Mr. Wesley." But 
this he postponed for the present, because he judged the 
pieces just mentioned to be of greater importance, and 
therefore as deserving and requiring his earliest atten- 
tion. '* He saw life," as he observes in an advertisement 
pvefixed to the first edition of his Scripture Scales, << to 
bo so uncertain, that of two things, which he was obliged 
to do, he thought it his duty to set about that which ap« 
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peared to him the more useM. He considered also that 
it was proper to have quite done with Mr. Hill before, he 
faced Mr. Toplady. And he hoped that to lay before 
the judicious a complete system of trtdh^ which, like the 
sun, recommends itself by its own lustre, was perhaps the 
best method to prove that error, which shines only as a 
meteor, is nothing but a mock sun. However, he fully 
designed, he says, to perform his engagement in a short 
time, if his life were spared." 

7. This was his language, Nov. 12, 1774 ; and on July 
the 12th following, in a letter to me from Madeley, he 
says : — " I have just finished my treatise on Perfeetum, 
It will be a large book : but I bought I must treat the 
tfobject fully, or not meddle with it." This he had no 
sooner completed than he began other equally important 
works. In the second part of his Scripture Scales, he 
had advertised a tract in the following words : *' The 
Doctrines ofCrrace reconciled to the Doctrines of Justice, 
being an Essay on Election and Reprobation, in which 
the defects of Pelagianism, Calvinism, and Arminianism, 
are impartially pointed out, and primitive. Scriptural har- 
mony is more fully restored to. the Gospel of the day." 
It is probable that he had this chiefly in his view, together 
with the forementioned answer to Mr. Toplady, when in 
the latter end of the same year, he says to Mr. Charles 
Wesley, " I see the end of my controversial race, and I 
have such courage to run it out, that I think, it my boun- 
den duty to run and strike my blow, and fire my gun, 
before the water of discouragement has quite wetted the 
gunpowder of my activity." This allusion to the woric 
of a soldier, dropped from his pen in the beginning of the 
American war, (which seems to have suggested the idea,) 
when the dispute between Great Britain and her colonies 
became so hot, and threatened such dreadful calamities 
to both countries, that the attention even of religious peo- 
ple was generally turned from every other controversy to 
that alone. Mr. Fletcher therefore deferred the publtca. 
ti<m, and, I believe, the finishing of the tracts just men. 
tioned, for the presefnt ; and from a sense of duty to his 
king and country, as well as to the Church of God both 
here and in America, begun to employ his pen, for a few 
w^ekSy on political subjects ; writifig first *^ A Vindiea. 
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6onr of Mn Wesley's Calm Address to our American 
Colonies, in three letters to Mr. Caleb Evans," and then 
a second tract on the same subject, termed *' American 
Patriotism &rther confronted with Reason, Scripture^ and 
Uie Constitution; being observations on the dangerous 
Politics taught by the Rev. Mr. Evans and the Rev. 
Dr. Price." 

8* Mr. Fletcher's motives for 4Migaging in this dispute 
were perfectly pure. He considered >* the American Con* 
troversy," as he states in his preface to the former of 
these pieces, <' to be closely connected with Christianity 
in general, and with Protestantism in particular ; and that 
of consequence, it was of «i religious, as well as of a ctotZ 
nature." In other words, he considered Christianity as 
enjoining *^ the practice of strict morality, and that it is 
an important branch of ^uch morality to honour and obey 
the king, and all that are put in authority under him ; to 
order ourselves lowly and reverently to all our betters, to 
hurt no one by word or deed, to be true and just in all 
our dealings, giving every one his dae, tribute to whom 
tribute, and custom to whom custom. He thought, there* 
fcnre, if divinity could castt any light upon the question 
which divided Great Britain and her colonies, that it was 
not impertinent in divines to hold out the light of their 
science, and peaceably to* use what the aposSe calls the 
'sword of the Spirit:' that the material sword, unjustly 
dirawn by those who were in the wrong, might be sheathed ; 
and that a speedy end might be put to the effusion of 
Christian blood.'.' He also judged that '^many of the 
oakmists were -aa pious as they were braoe, and hoped 
tlmt) while thear. undaunted fortitude made them scorn to 
bow und^r a hgvtile.'arm, which shot the deadly lightning 
of war, their humble piety might dispose them, or at least 
some of them,' tot D^gMd & fidendtty hand which held out 
an oUve branch, a Bible, and the articles of religion, 
drawn by their favourite reformer, Calvin." His publi. 
cations on this subjecty as well as Mr. Wesley's << Calm 
Address," certainly were of great use, not indeed to pre. 
vent the continuation and farther pragress of the war, 
and stop the effiision of blood abroad ; but to allay thcr 
9fint of disloysity and insurrection which were bejBiK* 
luag to show themselves at home ; or, in his langiiajy^ls 
15 
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remove the mustakes, which, after having armed' the pro«- 
vincials against Great Britain, had hegun to work in the 
breasts of many good men in this country, and which, if 
not removed, might have produced effects such as the 
survivors of them might long have had reason to deplore. 

9. Both these tracts were published in the year 1776, 
in the beginning of which, or in the latter end of 1775, 
(for the letter is without date,) he writes in his usual 
strain of self-abasefnent. '< If you have seen my last 
Check, ^the Polemical Essay above mentioned,) I shall 
be glad to have a few of your theological criticisms upon 
it. I have unaccountably launched into Christian poli- 
tics ; a branch of divinity too much neglected by some, 
and too much attended to by others^ If you have 8e«i 
my vindication of Mr. Wesley's Calm Address, and can 
make sense of that ba^y printed piece, it shall be thank* 
ful for your very dispraise." To another friend he writes, 
about the same time, '* My little political piece is publish- 
ed in London. You thank me for ii beforehand,— I be- 
lieve they are the only thanks I shall have. It is well 
you sent theib before you read the book ; and yet, what- 
ever contempt it brings upon m«, I still think I have writ- 
ten the truth. If you did read my publications^ I would 
beg you to cast a look upon that, and reprove what ap- 
pears to you amiss ; for if I harve been wrong in writing, 
I hope I shall not be so excessively wrong as not to be 
thankful for any reproof candidly levelled at what I have 
written. I prepare myself to >e like my Lord, in my lit- 
tie measure,— -I mean to be despised and reeded of men — 
a wan of sorrows and acauainted wWi griefs — ^most reviled 
for what I mean best. The Lord strengthen you in body 
and soul, to do and suffer his will. Adieu, J. F." 

10. That Mr. Fletcher meant well, and that he was 
perfectly disinterested in writing these political pieces, 
no one will doubt that had any acquaintance with him. * 
Certainly he had no view to any gain or emolument what- 
ever ; nor would he, according to Mr.Vaughan, accept any 
compensation when offered hiih. ^ After Mr. Fletcher 
had published two or three small political pieces, in re- 
ference to our t^ontest with the Americans, I carried one 
of-them (says he in a tetter to Mr. Wesley) to the earl. 
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of D. His lordship carried it to the lord chancellor, and 
the lord chancellor handed it to the king. One was im* 
mediately commissioned to ask Mr. Fletcher, whether 
any preferment in the Chureh would he acceptable ? Or 
whether he (the chancellor]) could do hun any service ?. 
He answered, " I want nothing but more grace." 

As a farthejr proof of Mr. Fletcher's disinterestedness, 
and to show in how ^reat a degree he was disengaged 
from 

" Wealth, honour, pleasure, or what else 
This shorUenduring world could giire," 

Mr. V. adds, " In 1776, he deposited with me a bill of 
one hundred and five pounds, being (as I understood) the 
yearly produce of his estate in Switzerland. This was 
his fund for charitable uses: but it lasted only a few 
months, before he drew upon me for the balance, which 
was twenty-four pounds, to complete the preaching house 
in Madeley Wood." 

11. The reader- must observe here, that Mr. Fletcher's 
health had been declining much for some time, as appears' 
by sundry passages in his letters to his friends. Two 
years before this, viz. in March, 1774, he says to Mr. 
Ireland : — " O ! how hfe goes ! I walked, now I gallop into 
eternity. The bowl of hfe goes rapidly down the steep 
hill of time. Let us be wise ; embrace we Jesus and the 
resurrection. Let us trim our lamps, and continue to 
give ourselves to him that bought us, till we can do it 
without reserve." In the middle of the following year, 
a little afler Mr. Wesley had been dangerously ill in Ire- 
land, he observes to me in a letter, '^ God has lately 
shaken Mr. Wesley over the grave ; but notwithstanding, 
I believe (from the strength of his constitution and the 
weakness of mine, which is much broken since I saw 
you) he will survive me. So that I do not scheme about 
helping to make up the gap, when that great tree shall 
fall. Sufficient for that day will that trouble be ; ncnr will 
the Divine power be then insufficient to help the people 
in time of need." These words were spoken with a 
reference to a letter of mine to him, in which I had inti- 
mated that I thought his help would be wanted, in case 
of Mr. Wesley's death, in the government of the socie- 
ties, and in conducting the work of Grod. And, as the 
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leader will easily observe, if they were not uttered in the 
spirit of prophecy, atleast the event was as he conjectured* 

In the latter end of the same year, he says to Mr. 
Charles Wesley : — " Old age comes faster upon me than 
upon you. I am already so gray«headed, that I wrote to 
my brother to know if I am not fifly-six instead of forty- 
six. .The wheel of time moves so rapidly, that I seem to 
be in a new element ; and yet; praised be God, my 
strength is preserved far better than I could expect. I 
came home last night at eleven o'clock, tolerably well, 
after reading prayers and preaching twice, and giving 
the sacrament, in my own church, and preaching again, 
and meeting a few people in society, at the next market 
town. The Lord is wonderfully gracious to me ; and 
what is more to me than many favours, he helps me to 
see his mercies in a clearer light. In years past, t did 
not dare to be thankful for mercies which now make me 
sJwut for joy. I had been taught to call them common 
mercies ; and I made as little of them, as apostates do of 
the blood of Christ when they call it a common thing. 
But now the veil begins to rend, and I invite you and all 
the world to praise God for his patience, truth, and lov- 
ing kindness, which have followed me all my days, and 
prevented me, not only in the night watches, but in the 
jHut ages of eternity. O how I hate the delusion which 
has robbed me of so many comforts ! Farewell. 

"lam, &c, J. F." 

12. He now became sensible he had gone to an ex- 
treme in such close and continued thinking and writing, 
and that, for the preserraticm of any degree of healdi, it 
would be necessary he should use some relaxation, and 
take exercise in the open air. He therefore observes to 
Mr. Ireland, in February next 2—** A young clergyman 
offers to assist me ; if he do, I may make an excursion 
somewhere Ikis spring : where it will be I do not know. 
It may be into ^mity; for I dare not depend on to- 
morrow : but should it be your way, I shall inform you 
of a variety of family trials, which the Lord has sent 
me,-T-all for good, to break my Will in every possible 
respect." 

He speaks to the same purpose, but more at large^ to 
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me in a letter written about the same time ; which sufB- 
cientiy manifests the blessed state of his mind during 
these painful exercises : — 

" My Very Dear Brother, — ^I have long wished to 
hear from you. If I remember right, when you wrote 
me a few lines from Leeds, you intimated that you would 
let me hear from you more fully. Either my hopes have 
dreamed it, or your many avocations have (as yet) pre- 
vented your indulging me with a line. Be that as it will, 
I send this to inquire afler your welfare in every sense, 
and to let you know, that though I am pretty well in body, 
1 break fast, — and that I want to break faster in spiht 
than I do ; though, blessed be God, I have been put into 
such pinching, grinding circumstances for near a year, 
by a series of providential and domestic trials, as have 
given me some deadly blows : may the wounda be never 
healed ! May all the Ufe of self, which is Uie vital blood 
of the old Adam, flow out at the cuts ! I am not without 
hopes of setting my eyes on you once more. Mr. Wes- 
ley kindly invited me some weeks ago to travel with him, 
and visit some of the societies. The controversy is partly 
over, and I feel an inclination to break one of my chains, 
(parochial retirement,) which may be a nest for self. A 
young minister, in deacon's orders, has offered to be my 
curate ; and, if he can Hve in this wilderness, I shall 
have some liberty to leave it. I commit the matter en- 
tirely to the Lord.. To lie at the beck of Providence, 
to do or not to do, to have or not to have^ is, I think, in 
such cases, a becoming frame of mind." 

In the same letter he observes : — " The few professors 
I see in these parts are so> far from. what I could wish 
them and myself to be, that I cannot but cry out, Lord,- 
how long wilt thou give thine heritage to desolation or 
bafrenness ? How Icmg shall the hea£ea say, Where is- 
now their indwelling God ? I hope it is better with you in* 
the north. I have got acquainted, by letter, with a sen- 
sible man, who calls himself an expedani of the kingdom^ 
of Crod^ with whom (so far as I know) I perfectly agree* 
He is a Nathanael and a Simeon indeed; You would love 
nim if you knew him. I look upon your discoveries in 
the field, and mines of. truth as mine. Lhope you will 
15* 
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not deprive me of what I have a right to share in, accord- 
ing to the old rule, they had aU Qdngs common. What 
are your heart, your pen, your tongue doing 1 Are they 
receiving, sealing, spreading the truth every where within 
your sphere 1 Are you dead to praise or dispraise ? Could 
you quietly pass for a mere fool, and have gross nonsense 
fathered upon you without any uneasy reflection of self t 
The Lord bless you ; the Lord make you a child and a 
father. Beware of your grand enemy, earthly wisdom 
and unbelieving reasonings. You will never overcome^ 
but by childlike, loving simplicity. Adieu, J* F." 

13. Of the invitation which he had received to travel 
with Mr. We^sley, referred to in the above letter, Mr* 
Wesley speaks as follows, in his account of Mr. Fletcher's 
life :— 

*< In the same year, his health being more than ever 
impaired hy a violent cough, accompanied with spitting 
of blood, (of which I had had large experience myself ;) 
having ^frequently seen the surprising ejects of constant 
exercise, together with change of air^ I told him nothing 
WHS so likely to restore his health as a long journey. I 
therefore proposed his taking a journey of some months 
with me, through various parts of England and Scotland ; 
telling him, ' When you are tived, or like it best, you may 
come into my carriage ; but remember, that riding on 
horseback is the best of all exercises for you, so far as 
your strength will permit.' He looked upon this as a call 
from Providence, and very willingly accepted of the pro- 
posal. We set out (as I am accustomed to do) early in 
spring, and travelled by moderate journeys, suited to his 
strength, which gradually increased, eleven or twelve 
hundred miles." 

14. We are not to infer from this account, however, 
that he travelled all the spring, summer, and autunm, 
with Mr. Wesley. He wrote to me from Madeley in 
May and in September, and to other friends in March 
and August, and from Bristol to some friends in July. 
The case I believe was this : he joined Mr. Wesley at 
London, or more probably at Bristol, in the latter end of 
February or the beginning of March, and accompanied 
him on his journeys through Gloucestershire, and Wor- 
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ceaierriurey and a part of Warwickshire, Stafibrdshiro, 
and Shropshire. He did not, however, proceed farther 
north with him at that time, hut stopped at Madeley in the 
latter end of March, for reasons which he mentions to me 
in the following letter, written soon after : — 

" My Dear Brother, — ^I thanlc you for your letter. I 
would have answered you before had I not been overdone 
with writing. I have just concluded an answer to Mr. 
Evans and Dr. Price ; a work which I have undertaken 
with a desire to serve the cause of religion, as well as 
that of loyalty. This work has prevented me from fol- 
lowing Mr. Weslejr, as well as the uncertainty in which 
the clergyman who is here with me (a student from Ed- 
mund Hall) lefl me with respect to his stay. And as he 
has just accepted of a place near Manchester, I shall be 
still without a curate. I see so little fruit in these parts 
that I am almost disheartened, both with respect to the 
power of the word, and the experience of the professors 
I converse with. I am closely followed with the thought 
that the kingdom in the Holy Ghost is almost lost ; and 
that faith in the dispensation of the Spirit is at a very low 
ebb. But it may be I think so on account of my little 
experience, and the weakness of the faith of those I con- 
verse with. It may be better in all other places. I shall 
be glad to travel a little to see the goodness of the land. 
God deliver us from all extremes, and make and keep us 
humble, loving, disinterested, and zealous ! I have almost 
run my race of scribbling. I preached before Mr. Greaves 
came as much as my strength could well admit, although 
to little purpose. But I must not complain. If one per. 
son receive a good desire in ten years, by my instru- 
mentality, it is a greater honour than I deserve ; an 
honour for whi^h I should think I could not be too thank- 
ful, if my mind were as low as it ought to be. Let us 
bless the Lord for all things. We have reasons innu- 
merable to do it. Bless him on my account as well as 
your own, and the God of peace be with you ; nor forget 
to ask that he maybe with your sincere friend, 

"J. F.** 

15. Thus, notwithstanding the discouragements he met 
with, and his increasing state of weakness, he still went 
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on with his work of writing and preaching as he was able : 
buying up for these purposes every moment of time which 
he posi»bly could, and attending, above. all, to the progress 
of grace in his own soul. <' I thought," says he to Mr. 
Vaughan, " I should soon have done with controversy ; 
but now I give up the hope of having done with it before 
I die. There are three sorts of people I must continually 
attack, or defend myself against, Gallios, Pharisees, and 
Antinomians. I hope I shall die in this harness, fighting 
against some of them. I do not however forget that the 
Gallic, the Simon, and the Nicolas iDithin, are far more 
dangerous to me than those without. In my own hearty 
that immense field, I must^r^ fight the Lord's battles and 
my own. Help me here, join me in this field. All Chris- 
tians are here militiamen, if they are not professed sol. 
diers. O my friend I need wisdom — meekness ofvnsdom ! 
A heart full of it is better than all your cider vault full of 
the most generous liquors ; and it is in Christ for us. O go 
and ask for you and me, and I shall ask for myself and 
you. What a mercy is it that our Lord bears stock ! 
May we not be ashamed nor afraid to come and beg every 
moment for wine and milk, grace and wisdom. 

" Beware, my friend, of the world : let not its cares 
nor the deceitfulness of its riches keep or draw you from 
Jesus. Before you handle the birdlime, be sure you dip 
your heart and hand in the oil of grace. Time flies. 
Years of plenty and of scarcity, of peace and of war, 
disappear before the eternity to which we are all hasten- 
ing. May we see now the winged despatch of time as 
we shall see it in a dying hour ; and by coming to, and 
abiding in Christ, our fortress and city of refuge, may we 
be enabled to bid defiance to our last enemy. Christ has 
fully overcome him, and by the victory of the Head, the 
living members cannot but be fully victorious.*' 

16. In the meantime, however, this return to such 
close study and incessant labour, not only impeded his 
restoration to health, but even increased the disorder, 
insomuch that> May 11, he mentions his **iiaving had for 
some days the symptoms of an inward consumptive de- 
cay — spitting blood, &c." On this occasion he writes 
thus to Mr; Charles Wepley : — " What are you doing in 
London 1 Are you ripening as fast for the grave aa I ami 
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Hour should we lay out every moment for Grod ! Thank 
God I look at our last enemy with great calmness. I 
hope, however, that the Lord wiH spare me to publish my 
end of the controversy, which is, A Double Dissertation 
upon the Doctrines of Grace and Justice, This piece will, 
I flatter myself, reconcile all the candid Calvinists and 
candid Arminians, and be a mean of pointing out the way 
in which peace and harmony might be restored to the 
Church. 

^ I still look for ah ou^uring of the Spirit, inwardly 
and outwardly. Should I die before that great day, I 
shall have the consolation to see it fiom afar, like Abra-. 
ham and die Baptist, and to point it out to those who shall 
hve when God does this. 

** Thank God I enjoy uninterrupted peace in the midst 
of my trials, which are sometimes not a few. Joy also 
I possess ; but I look for a joy of a superior nature. The 
Lord bestow it when and how he pleaseth ! I thanJc Grod, 
I feel myself in a good degree dead to praise and dis- 
praise : I hope at least that it is so ; because I do not 
feel that the one lifbB me up, or that the other dejects me* 
I want to see a pentecostal Christian Church, and if it be 
not to be seen at this time upon earth, I am willing to go 
and see this glorious wonder in heaven. How is it with 
you ? Are you ready to seize the crown in the name of 
the Redeemer reigning in your heart ? We run a race 
toward the grave. John is likely to outrun you, unless 
you have a swifl foot. The Lord grant we may sink 
deeper into the Redeemer's grave, and there live and die, 
and gently ghde into our own. 

'^ Let us pray that God would renew our youth as that 
of the eagle, that we may bear fruit in our old age. The 
Lord strengthen you to &e last ! I hope I shall see you 
again before my death ; if not, let us rejoice at the thought 
of meeting in heaven. Give my kind love to Mrs. Wes. 
ley, to my god-daughter, and to her brothers, who all, I 
hope, remember their Creator in the days of their youdi. 
A^eu. I am, &c, J. F." 

17. Although the circumstance has not been noticed 
by ajiy of those who have pubtished memoirs of Mr. 
RetclHer, yet it i^ppears, from the date of several of his 
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letters that he spent a part at least of the sumiiMr of thig 
year at Bristol, for. the sake of trying the Hotwell water* 
A letter to Mr. Charles Perronet in his own hand wri- 
' ting, now before me, and dated Bristol, July 12, 1776, 
makes this evident :— " Having an opportunity,*' says he, 
'< of writing a line to you by a friend whom I meet daily 
at the Hotwells, and who is about setting out for Canter- 
bury, I gladly embrace the opportunity of thanking you 
for your inquiries about my health. I am here drinking 
the waters : with what effect time will show. ' The Lord 
keeps me hanging by a thread : he weighs me in the 
balance for life and death. I trust him for the choice. 
He knows far better than I which is best, and I leave all 
to his unerring wisdom." After noticing the various 
other means he used, berade drinking the waters, for the 
recovery of his health, he adds : — " With respect to my 
mind I am cairn, and wait in submission what the Lord 
will say concerning me, I wait to be baptized into all 
his fulness, and trust the word, the faithful word of his 
grace. AfSictions and shakes may be a ploughing ne- 
cessary to make way for the heavenly seed, and to pre- 
pare me to bring forth some fruit in life or death. Whether 
it be in the fonner or in the latter, I hope I shall live and 
die the object of your love, and the subject of your 
prayers, as you are of the cordial affection and good 
wishes of your devoted brother, and obliged companion 
in tribulation, J. F." 

In a letter to a firiend in his own parish, also dated 
Bristol, and written the day preceding, he gives the foU 
lowing account of the state of his body and soul : — 

" With respect to my better part, I feel a degree of 
righteousness, peace, and joy, and wait for the establish- 
ment of his internal kingdom in the Holy Ghost : and the 
hopes of fhy being rooted and grounded in the love that 
fcasts out every degree of slavish fear, grow more lively 
every day. I tha^ God I am not afraid of any evil 
tidings, and my heart stands calm, believing in the Lord, 
and desiring him to do with me whatsoever he pleaseth. 
With respect to my body, I know not what to say ; but 
the physician says, ^ he hopes I shall do well ;' and so I 
hope and believe too, whe^er I recover or not. Health 
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and sickncilssy life and de&th, are beat when the Lord sends 
them ; and all things work together for good to those Uiat 
love God. 

'' I am forbid preaching ; but, blessed be God, I am 
not forbid by my heavenly Physician to pray, believe, and 
love. This is a sweet work, which heals, delights, and 
strengthens. Let ns do it till we recover ouf spiritual 
strength ; and then, whether we shall be seen on earth or 
not will matter nothing. I hope you bear me on your 
heart, as I do you on mine." Intending this letter to be 
read to other pious persons in the neighbqjirhood^ he 
adds, <^ My wish for you isj that yon may hbv^vijj^^^ 
seasons of an inward kingdom of grace ; thatr/jaMp^^'^ 
hunger and thirst after righteousness iusti^^^fflea; and 
that you may so call on your heavenly Father in secret, 
that he may reward you openly with abundance of grace, 
wJiieh may evidence to all that he honours you because 
you honour him. 

" O ! be hiearty in the cause of religion. I would have 
you either hot or ccM; for it is a fearful thing to be in 
danger of falling into the hands of the living God, and 
sharing the fate of the lukewarm. Be hwnMy zealous 
for your own salvation and for God's glory ; nor forget 
to care for the salvation of each other.. The case of 
wicked^ Cain is very comihon, and the practice of many 
says,. with that wretch j Am I my brother^ s keeper? O ! 
pray God to keep you by his mighty power through faith 
to salvation. Keep yourselves in the love of God if you 
are there; and. keep one another hy exiimpU^ reproofs 
exhmiation, encouragement, social prayer, and a faithful 
use ef aR the iheans ef grace^ Use yourselves to bow at 
Christ's feet ; as your prophet, go to him continually for 
the holy anointing of his Spirit, who will be .a teacher 
always near^^ always with you and in you. If you have 
thajt inward Instructer, you will suffer no material loss 
when your outward teachers, ate removed. Make the 
most of dear Mr. Greaves while yon have him.. While 
jou have the light of God's word, believe in the light, 
^tycfu may be the childreb of the light, fitted fpr the 
kmgdom of eteimiU light, where I charge you to meet, 
»ith ioy, yo'ur affectionate brother and hiintster, 

"J. F.» 
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18« There can be no doubt, therefore, but that he was 
at Bristol, and did try the Hotweli water that summer. 
It should seem, however, that he reaped little or no benefit 
from it, as we find him returned to Madeley about tbe 
middle of August, and signifying to his Iriend, Mr. Ire* 
land, that '< his breast was constantly very weak, but," 
adds he, " if it please God it will intime recover strength. 
Mr. Greaves will take all the duty upon himself, and I 
^all continue to take the rest, the exercise, and the food 
which were recommended to me. The Lord grant me 
grace to repose myself on Christ, to exercise myself in 
charity, and to feed upon the bread of life, which God 
has given us in Jesus Christ. We all need this spiritual 
re^men ; may we be enabled to observe it as strictly as 
we do the, bodily regimen of our earthly [^ysicians !" 

19. His disorder increasing rather than .abating, the 
kind friend, to whom the preceding lines were addressed, 
by the advice of a physician, wisely recommended his 
going, as soon as convenient, to the south of France and 
to Switzerland, as the most likely mean to restore him. 
Mr. Fletcher, however, would not then consent to go. 
'*I have not at present the least idea," says he, August 
24, " that I am called to quit my post here^ I see no 
probabiUty of being useful in Switzeriand. My call is 
here, I am sure of it. If then I undertook the journey it 
would be merely to accompany you. I dare not gratify 
friendship by taking such a step ; and so much less, as I 
have no faith in the prescriptions of your physician : and 
I think that if health be better fov us than sickness, we 
may enjoy it as well here as in France or Italy. If dek. 
ness be best for us why should we shun it ? Every thing 
is good when it comes from God* Nothmg but a baptism 
of fire, and the most evident openings of I^vidence, can 
engage me in such a journey. If you believe that Ftovi. 
dence calls you to make it, go : the bare idea tiiat the 
journey will do you good, may, by God's blessing, be of 
service to you. If I reject your obliging offer to procure 
me a substitute, accuse not my friendship to you^ but 
attribute it to my fear of taking a false step, of quitting 
my post without command, and of engi^ng in a war&re 
to which the Lord does not call me. A^ refusal wounds 
my friendship for you ; but I hope it will not prevent 
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yoar being 'persaaded that I am^ with Uvely gratitude, 
altogether yours in Jesus Christ^ Adieu. J. P.*' 

It appears that in the beginning of September be 
thought his health better than it had been in Augusts He 
had not preached, however ; but had declined it, he says, 
rather from ** a sense of duty to his friends, and the high 
thoughts he had of Mr. Greaves's labours, than to spare 
himself: for if I am not mistaken," adds he, << I am as 
able to do my work now, as I was a year ago." In this 
particular he certainly was mistaken^ and probably was 
led into the mistake by a person (a physician, I suppose) 
near Litchfield, whom he terms '* a pious gentleman, and 
esteemed eminent for his skill in disorders of the breast*" 
This gentleman had assured him, **that he was in no 
immediate danger of a consumption of the lungs, but that 
his disorder was upon the nerwSy in consequence of too 
much close thinking." 

20. The advice of this gentleman seems to ha,Ye been 
the more acceptable to Mr* Fletcher, because it did not 
prohibit him altogether from his favourite employments 
of writing and preaching. He also prescribed medicines 
which Mr. Fletcher judged "had been of service in 
taking off his feverish heats, and stopping his spitting of 
blood." Having thus obtained the permission of his phy* 
sician to labour a little, in the way he thought most im- 
portant to the glory of God, and the good of mankind, he 
was ready enough to embrace it. " If God add one inch 
to my span," says he to Mr. Chaiies Wesley, dept» 15, 
^ I see my calling. I desire to know nothing but Christ, 
^d him crucified, revealed in the Spirit. I long to feel 
the utmost power of the Spirit's dispensation ; and I will 
endeavour to bear my testimony to the glory of inat dis- 
pensation both with my pen and tongue. Some of our 
injudicious or inattentive friends will probably charge me 
with noivdty for it ; but be that as it irill, let us meekly 
stand 'for tho truth as it is in Jesus, and trust the Lord 
for every thing. I thank God I feel myself so dead to 
popular applause, that I trust I should not be afraid to 
maintain a truth against all the worid ; imd yet I dread 
to dissent firom any child of God^ and am ready to con-^ 
descend to every one. O what depths of humble love 
16 
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and what heights of Gospel truth do I sometimes see ! I 
want to sink into the fonner, and rise into the latter. 
- Help me by your example, letters, and prayers ; and let 
us, afler our forty years' abode in the wilderness with 
Moses and John, break forth after our Joshua into the 
Canaan of pure love. I am, &c, J. F." 

" At our age," says he to another friend, " recovery 
can be but a short reprieve ; let us then give up our. 
selves daily to the Lord, as peojde who have no confi- 
dence in the flesh, and do not trust to to-morrow* I find 
my weakness, unprofitableness, and wretchedness, daily 
more and more ; and the more I find them, the more 
help I have to sink into self-abhorrence. Nor do I de- 
spair to sink one day so in it, as to die to self, and revive 
in my God, Farewell. J. F." 

21. He speaks in a similar manner to me in a letter 
dated a few days afler, when he was still at Madeley : — 

'<My Vest Dbas Bsothes, — ^Your kind letter has 
followed me from Bristol here, where I have been for 
some weeks. My health is better than it was in August, 
blessed be God ! but it is far from being establi&ed* 
Close thinking and writing had brought upon me a sAnw 
fever, with a cough, and spitting of Blood, which' a phy- 
sician took for symptoms of a consumption of the lungs ; 
whereas they were only symptoms of a consumption of 
die nerves and solids. He put me accordingly upon the 
lowest diet, and had me blooded four times, which made 
much against me. I am, however, much recovered since 
I have begun to eat meat again. My cough and spitting 
of blood have lefl me; but waat of sleep, and a alow 
fever, keep me still very low. If the Lord please, he can 
in a moment restore my strength : but he needs not a 
worm, a fly. I thank him for having kept me perfectly 
resigned to his will, and calm in the awful aeeae which I 
have passed through- I enjoy the kingdom in weakness, 
and still look for its coming with power. 

^< I design to conclude my last controversial piece aa I 
shall be able, and hope it will give my/riends some satis, 
faction ; because it will show the cause of all our doc. 
trinal errors, and place the doctrine of election and 
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lepTobation upon its proper bads. I finish also my 
£ssay on the Dispensation pf the Spirit, which is the 
thing I want most to see your thoughts upon. Pray for 
light and power, truth and love, and impart to me a share 
of your experiences to quicken mydulness of apprehen- 
eion and of feeling. If God spare me a little, it will be 
to" bear my testimony to the doctrine of perfect, spiritual 
Christianity. May we be personal witnesses of this 
glorious dispensation, and be so inflamed with loye as to 
kindle all around us ; so filled with power that nvMrs may 
flow from us, and gladden the spots of the vineyard where 
our lot is cast. Give my kind leve and th^ks to a\\ 
inquiring friends. If I live over the winter, 1 shall, 
should Providence open the way, visit you all,* aftd 
assure you that I am, in Christ, your affectionate brother 
and servant, J. F." 

22. The former of the tra<^, mentioned in the above 
letter, which he terms ^<his last controversial piece," 
was that entitled, ''The Reconciliation, or an easy method 
to unite the profesdng people of God, by placing the doc 
trines of Chrace and Justice in such a light as to make 
the candid Arminians Bible CahininstSj and the candid 
Caxvinists Bible Arminians," He had also termed it, 
in an advertisement previously published, " A Plan of 
Reconciliation between the Defenders of the Doctrines 
of partial Grace^ commonly called CalvinistSj and the 
Defenders of the Doctrines of impartial Justice, com- 
monly called ArminiansJ*^ This tract, although compre- 
hending one hundred and forty pages, and although he 
was in a state of increasing weakness, and obliged, as we 
shall soon see, to travel to preserve his life, he was en- 
abled to complete by the beginning of the next spring, 
when he dedicated it to his friend, Mr. Ireland, in the 
following words : — 

" Deab Sir, — ^To whom could a plan of reconciliation 
between the Calvinists and Arminians be more properly 
dedicated than to a son of peace, whose heart, hand, 
and house, are open to Calvinists, Arminians, and Neu- 
^ters ? You kindly received the divines who contend for 
the doctrines of grace ; and I want words to describe the 
* I was then at Newoastle-upon-Tjrne. 
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Christian courtesy wbich you show to me, and otber 
ministers, who make a stand for the doctrines of jusHee. 
To you I am indebted for the honour of a friendly inter- 
view with the author of the Circular Lettery (Mr. Shirley,) 
which I thought myself obliged to oppose. And as you 
succeeded in that labour of love, it is natural for me to 
hope, that by your influence, and by the patronage of 
such candid, generous peacemakers, as the gentleman* 
to whom I have oflen compared you, these reconciling 
sheets will be perused by some with more attention than 
if they had no name prefwed to them but that of your 
most obliged^ affectisiuite friend and servant, J. F." 

23. In this dedication, and in the title of the work to 
which it is prefixed, Mr. Fletcher refers to a small tract, 
before mentioned, which had preceded it in the publica- 
tion, entitled, "The Doctrines of Grace and Justice 
equally essential to the pure Gospel : with some Remarks 
on the mischievous Divisions caused among Christians 
by parting those Doctrines." This piece being intended 
as an Introduction to the Reconciliation,, since the first 
edition, has been printed and sold in one pamphlet with 
it, and both taken together must certainly be considered, 
by every unprejudiced and enlightened person, as. pecu- 
liarly calculated to answer the end proposed. I doubt 
noit, indeed, but they did answer that end, with regard to 
many, on both sides of the question. Some, however, 
and indeed not a few, of Mr. Fletcher's opponents, were 
not thus to be won. This is evident from the following 
dauses of a letter to the same disinterested and truly 
catholic friend, written at this time :-*-« 

"I thank you for your kind letter, and am glad you 
will continue to oppose bigotry, though. I would not have 
you bring a whole house about your ears, for the sake of 
so insignificant a creature as I am. Many, who espouse 
the sentiments of my opponents, condemn me without 
having heard me out; and, upon the dreadful charges 
which they hear brought against me, they are not much 

* John Thornton, Esq., " ft ffreat friend,** says he» ** to a. catholic 
Gospel. If clergymen are backward to protnote peace, the God of 

lay pjovoke them _ _ . _ 

laity such insfcruments of reconoi lation, as will be a (error to 



'peace may pjovoke them to jealousy, by raising from among tb« 
laity such instruments of reconoi iation, as 
bigotry, and an example of universal love.** 
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to blame ; for what good man will think well of a < blas- 
phemer, and an enemy to the Gospel ?' I hope, for my 
part, to do what shall be in my power to r^nove preju- 
dices, and trust to gain some resignation and patience by 
what I shall not be able to remove. God is my witness 
that I honour and love them, though I will never part with 
my liberty of exposing error, wherever I shall detect it. 
Why might I not endeavour to take oflT a spot from a 
friend's deeve, without running the risk of losing his 
triendship, and incurring his ill will ?'' 

24. In the meantime, while some of his bigoted oppo- 
nents, and their prejudiced, narroW-minded friends, who 
neither knew him nor his pnnciplea* were viewing him 
as a. '< blasphemer, aad an enemy to the Gospel;" the 
pious part of his parishioners, who had long observed his 
spirit and conduct, and knew him well, were ready almost 
to mnk him with pi^of^ets and apostles, and certainly 
judged him one of the holiest and best of men. ^ A fort- 
night ago^" says he 4e his friend, in the letter last quoted, 
^' 1 paid a visit to West Bromwich : i ran away from the 
kindnMs ef my parishioners, who oppressed me with 
tokens of ^eir love. Tb me there is nothing so extremely 
trying as exee$Hve kindness, I am of the king's mind, 
when the people shewed their love to him on his journey 

' to PtfrtsraoBthi ^ I can bear,' belaid, < the hissings of a 
LoBdon mob, bat these shouts are too much for me.' 

' Y«u/my dear fiiend, Mrs. Itelimd, Mrs. Norman, and all 
your family^ have put me to that severe Isial, to which all 
trials caused by the hard words that have been spoken 

' of me, are notiungr I return you idl my warmest thanks, 
and pray thttt, excess excepted, yo» may all, in the day 
of your wealmess, meet with as kind nurseaaod benefac- 
tors air you luv^ pM¥ed to me."' 
' ^. The state of Ibubi health, however, although he had 
so lately judged hitnself much better, soon began to 
deeli]^ and his disorder to increase to such an alarming 
degree, that the posMbility of hia recovery, without a 

' mirai^e, wad universally doubted. But far was he, while 
in these circumstan6e«, 6rom being daunted or cast down 

' at Miw appar^it apptoach of the idag of terrors. Rather, 
•♦h^" looked fovwfi^rd, (€rilp4iV JVbfe#,) with increasing 

< desiisty to ibe happy moment when he should exchange 

1ft* 
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the weapons of war for the crown of glory ^ Not that he 
waa averse to. the duties of his Tocation^ or wearied with 
the length of his servicea; hut being exceedingly athirst 
for CM, as the hart panteth after the waler brooks^ so 
ponied his soul after the more knmediate presence of God. 
Though he was faToured with the enjoyment of many 
inestimable blessings by the way, yet he looked wkh 
uBjHtterabie longings to the end of his course ; knowing 
that to be of hmne in the body is to be ahsenX from the 
Lord, Though he experienced inexpressible delight ip 
die society of such as worshipped in the outer courts of 
the Lord's house ; still he saw it infinitely more desirable 
(o asaaciate with the spirits of juH men made perfect, in 
the inner places of his invisible temple,, And though he 
was at times pennitted a momentary glimpse of heavenly 
mysteries, yet he earnestly desired that mortality being 
swaUotoed' up of life, he might behold with open faee ihs 

^^^ory of the Uurd,^ 

d6. Thi» desire, which acoompaiued him through every 
state, was expressed with a more than ordinary degree 
of fervour in seasons of weakness and disease. In these 
solemn intervals, when he apufared to be speedily ad- 
vancing toward tiie confines of etermty, he rejoiced as a 
wearer traveller within sight of his home* His immortal 
prospects became more enlarged and transpoi^isg, his 
conversation was oorre«pondei»t to the gjmi^^Uf of his 
views, and his whole appearsuce was that of 4^ man 

. idready elotbe«l in the wedding garments and haste^aing 
to sit down at the masrriffLge supper of the hcmb*. There 
was something in his deportment, apgn these awful occa- 
sions, which reminded me of the transfigiuQ^tipn of his 
Master upion Mount Tabor :-(-While Mo99f and £lias 
were conversing with the blessed ^suaov his-^pproach- 
mg decease, ^ftiMon of his wuntenanfie was fd$$red, 
and his raimeot became wbMe> and glisteting i,p(Ktrh^e the 
harbingera of de«th were apparently. co«iple6^g their 
work on the emaciated frame of this holy mA^» Im9 sil^it 
meditations have been frequently aecomtpaoied wi^th so 
much visible delight, sueh an ecsts^i.c glow has. djiffiised 
itself over his whole coimte|iaoce> and hia eye bam been 
directed upward with a leak of such ineKfurc^ble: sii^et- 
ness, that one w«al4 aJinK>st \j»v^ sv^fimi kmt ^ su^h 
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Bcaaons, conversing with angelical spirits on his approach- 
ing dissolution, and the glory that should follow. 

27. But, notwitbstandmg the intimate views he enjoyed 
of a happy immortality, and the intense desire he express- 
ed to be with Christ; when he considered the importance 
of his charge, and the probability 0f his^being rendered 
farther serviceuMe to the Church, charity towud his com- 
panions in tribulation gave birth to a new desire, and kept 
him in a state of sweet si^spense between the labours of 
grace and the rewards of glory ^^ It was in such a state 
that he took an affecting leave of his people at Madeley, 
viz. in the autumn of this year, (being about to spend a 
few weeks in travelling with Mr. Wesley. " He deliver- 
ed," says Mn Gilpin, t' a discourse upon that occasion 
from those pertinent words of St, Paul : What I shall 
choose, J wot not. For I am in a straU hetmen two, hao* 
ing a desire to depfirt, etnd to he with Christ, which is far 
.better: nevertheless, to abide in the flesh is more needful 
for you. In the course of this sermon he adverted, in 
the most pathetic tesms, to the paiaful situation in which 
he then presented himself to his hearers ; so debilitated 
by disease, that ho* wm unable any ledger to discharge 
among them the pubhc duties of his. ministerial station. 
From his present w»akness he looked back to his past 
labbuiB, making many affecting refleetiotts. upon his own 
unwovthiness, the indubitable testimonies he had received 
of his people's unfeigned affection, and the unusual suc- 
cess of his ministry among them* Here he enlarged upon 
the two leading desires of his soul. On tlie one hand, he 
made a solemn declaration of the earnest longing with 
which he desired to be absent ftom the body, that he might 
be present wi^ the Lord : and on tiie other, he expressed 
a more than parental attaehm^it, which excited in him a 
• wish that he might still be permitted te labour for their 
fUrthterance. and establishment n the laith of the Gospel. 
Bat whirt to dho(m& he knew not : nor was his present 
suspense attended with any degree of anxiety, since he 
fcMresaw unquestionable blessings awaiting him on either 
hand. He saw the batolnce poised by unerring wisdom^ 
and Was cheerfully content te wait the is8ue» with one 
unintettepted^Teqnest,-^>^ha£, whether ho lived, he might 
live Unti tfie Lord, ox whether he died, he might die unto 
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the Lord ; Uiat, whether livii^ or djiogv he might be the 
Lord's. f' 

<' Such was the sweet 8iisp«ase wiuok this maa of God 
experimced between a state of labour aad a state ofieest, 
which continued for more than two years, and whieh was 
at last happily determined in iavour of his people, vi4io 
were permitted the enjoym^at>of his ministry for a long 
season ailer this period, rejoicing in the goodness of the 
Lord, and abundantly profitii^ by the labours of his in- 
vigorated servant." 

28. Where Mr. Fletcher joined Mr. Wesley, I am not 
certain. But, November 21, 1776, he wrote to me from 
Loestolf as follows :— '' f. ■ 

" My Dbar Fkiknd,— Mr. Wesley having- invited me 
to travel with him, to see if chatige of air and naolton 
will be a mean of restoring me to a ^are of my fonner 
health, I have accompanied him* through Oxforddiiie, 
Northamptonshire, and Norfolk ;• and I hope I am rather 
better than worse. . I find it good to be with this extra. 
ordinary servant of God. I tlufik his diHgenjee and wis- 
"dom are matchless. It is a g^d school !for me, only I 
am too old a scholar to make a pr<^ciency. However, 
let us live to God to<^ay, and trust him for to*morrow : 
so that whedier we are laid up in a sick bed, or a damp 
grave, or whether we a^ yet abl^ to act^we may be able 
to say, 

* G<jd w the sea of love, 

Whtoe. all fliy ptleasures ToB, 
The ciscle where my passionB move, 
And centre of n^ soul.* . 

I find the nearer I am to you, tbe.more glad should I be 
lobe strengthened by , the -mutual faith '^ you and. mo. 
The bearer hopes to beseonf^tiNewtaslIe^ <and'I eend 
this scrawl by him tO' assure. y'oU oi my repentance to- 
ward God^ my faith in the Laid J^suier^ Qhriai, «ay livei^ 
expectation of the kingdom m the Holy Ghost^. wad my 
brotherlylovetowatrdyou. The Lojrd fill you with eveiy 
grace and gifl which'can ^(Hnpliiteithe Cbrislian a^th» 
evangelist,. end what I ask for you, I trust you will not 
forget t6«»kiferyour.jatfectioaato&i€»d and. brother^. . 
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20* Sqpa after thig, aecodtiiig to Mr. Wisaley 's account, 
they retmned to London, when Mr. Fletcher appeared to 
be conmderably better. << And I verily believe/' saya 
Mr. Wesley, "if he had travelled with me, partly in the 
chaise, and partly on horseback, only a few months longer, 
he would have quite recovered his health. But this those 
about him would not permit: so being detained in (or 
near) London by his kind, but injudicious friends, while 
I pursued my journeys, his spitting of blood with all the 
other symptoms returned, and rapidly increased, till th^ 
physicians pronounced him to be far advanced in a true) 
puhncmary consimiption." 

It being judged quito improper for him to remain in 
London, on Dec. 16, 1776, he retired to the house of his 
friends, Charles and Maiy Greenwood, (both now with 
€rod,) to Stoke Newington. Here he had die advice of 
the most «min«it physicians that London could afford. 
He was also in a good air, and had every convenience 
and every help which art could bestow. One of the 
family, of whom Mr. Wesley inquired concerning this 
part of his life, gave him the followin;^ information : — 

30. " Agreeably to your desire^ I endeavour to recol- 
lect some particulars of Mr. Fietoher during his abode at 
Newington. 

• *< When he first t$ame, he was, by Dr. Fothergill's ad- 
vice, under the strictest observance of two things, rest 
and silence. These, together with a nulk diet, were sup- 
posed to be the only probable means of his recovery. In 
conscience of these directions he spoke exceeding little. 
If ever he spoke more than usual it did not &il to increase 
his spitting of blood ; of which, indeed, he was seldom 
quite clear, akhough it was not violent. Therefore a 
great part of his time was spent in being read to. But 
it was not possible to restrati^ him altogether from ^eak* 
ing. The fire which continually burned in his heart, 
many waters could not quench. It often burst out un- 
awares. And then how did^we wonder (like those who 
formeriy heard his Lord) &t the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded outcfhk mouth ! He could not have sustained life 
without sometimes giving vent to his heart. No penance 
could have appeared so sevete a cross to him, as to bo 
debarred from speaking of, or to Gtod, His natural 
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rivacity» with his intei^e lo^ of J«su8, continually im^ 
polled him to speak. But on being reminded of his nile^ 
with a eheerful smile, he was all submission ; consenting 
by signs only to stir up those about him to pray and 
praise ! . 

31. «< Whoever has read Mr. Fletcher's Last Check to 
Antinomianism, and has had the privilege of observing 
his spirit and conduct, will not scruple to say, that he 
was a living comment on his own account of Christian 
perfection* It is an alarming word which our Lord speaks 
to the angel of the Church at Sardis, I heme not found thy 
vk^ks perfect before God. Biit as far as man is able to 
judge, from the. whole tenor of his behaviour, he did pos- 
sess perfect humiUty, perfect resignation, and perfect 
love. Suitable to this was the testimony concerning him 
nHiich was given in Lady Huntingdon's chapel at Bristol, 
even by Mr. V., a gentleman strongly attached to those 
opinions which Mr. Fletcher thought it his duty to oppose* 
* I have enjoyed the privilege of being several weeks un- 
der the same roof with dear Mr. Fletcher. And during 
that time I have been greatly edified by his perfect resign 
nation to th« will of God, and by being a witness to his 
exemplary conduct and uncommon grace.' 

32. " When he was able to converse, his favourite 
subject was. The promise of the Fothery the gift of the 
Mdy Ghost J including that rich peculiar blessing of union 
with the Father and the Son, mentioned in that prayer 
of our Lord which is recorded in the' seventeenth chapter 
of St. John* Many were the sparks of living fire which 
iNscasionally darted forth coi this beloved theme, < We 
must not be content,' said he, ' to be only cleansed from 
sin ; we must be filled with the Spirit.' One asking him» 
What was to be experienced in the full accomplishment 
of the promise ? ^ O,' said he, ' what shall I say ! All the 
sweetness of the drawings of the Father ; all the love of 
the Son ; all the rich elusions of peace and joy 4n the 
Holy Ghost ; more than ever can be iexpressed are com- 
prehended here ! To attain it the Spirit maketh interees- 
sion in the soul, like a God wrestling with a God !' 

33. '* It was in these favoured moments of converse 
that we found, in a particular manner, the reward which 
is annexed to the receimT^ a prophetin the name ^ apro* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LOm OF SSV. J. VOPgCMXB. 191 

pkeL And in some of those he occasionaliy nienticmed 
several circumstances, which (as mine knew them but 
himself) would otherwise have been buried in obliviim. 

'< One of those remarkable passages was, < In the be^ 
ginning,' said he, < of my spiritual course, I heard the 
voice of God, in an inexpresably awfiil sound, go through 
my soul in those words, ff any mem mill be my disd^, 



kt^im deny himself* He mentioned another peculiar 
manifestation of a later date, in which, said he, < I was 
&Toured, like Moses, with a supernatural discovery of 
the glory of God in an ineffable converse with him ; so 
diat whether I was then in the body or out of the body I 
cannot tell.' 

34. ** On another occasion, he said, * About the time 
of my entering into the ministry, I one evening wandered 
into a wood, musing on the importance of the office I was* 
going to undertake. I then began to pour out my soul 
in prayer; when such a feeling sense of the justice of 
God fell upon me, and such a discovery of his displeasure 
at sin, as absorbed all my powers, and filled my soul with 
an agony of prayer for poor lost sinnets. I continued 
therein till the dawn of day ; and I considered this as 
designed of God, to impress upon me more deeply the 
meaning of those solemn words, Therefore hnowing the 
terrors of the Lord, we persuade menJ'^* 

dJ5* The blessed state of his soul continually manifested 
itself by its overflowing good will to all that came in his 
way. And yet his spirit was so d^ply impressed with' 
those words, Not as though I had aheady attainedy that 
the vehemence of his desire for a iullfer manifestation of 
God, seemed sometimes to border upon unhappiness. 
But his ardent soul only felt the full impression of those 
words of the apostle. Forgetting the things that are behind^ 
and reaching forth to those that are before^ I press toioard 
the mark, for the prize of my high ccimng of God in Chri^ 
Jesus, 

36. " One end of his retiring to Newington was, that 
he might hide himself from company. ' But this design 
was in nowise answered ; for company came from every* 
side^ He was continually visited by high and low, and 
by persons of various denominations : one of whom being 
\ asked, when he went away, what he thought of Mr. 
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Fletcher, said, ^ I weat to see a man that had one foot in 
the grave; but I found a man that had <Mie foot in 
heaven*' Among them that now visited him were several 
of his beloved and honoured opponents ; to whom he 
confirmed his love (however roughly they had treated 
him) by the most respectfol and affectionate behaviour. 
But he did not give up any nart of the truth for which he 
had publicly contended : although some (from whom one 
would have expected better things) did not scruple to 
affirm the contrary. Those of his particular friends who 
visited him here, will not easily forget how he exhausted 
his whole soul in effusions of thankfulness; Messrs. Cart- 
Wright and Cavendish in particular, with his faithful and 
affectionate friend, Mr. Ireland, will remember their in- 
terviews with him. . And those of the family were almost 
oppressed by the outpourings of his love and gratitude, 
whenever they showed their love in the most inconsider- 
able ihstance. Yea, so thankful, in proporticm^ would 
he be to even the meanest servant. 

37. " It was not without some difficulty that Mr. Ire- 
land at length prevailed upon him to sit for his picture. 
While the linmer was drawing the outlines of it, he was 
exhorting both him and all that were in the room, not 
^y to get the outlines drawn, but the colourings also, 
of the image of Jesus on their hearts. He had a very 
remarkable facility in making allusions of this kind ; in 
raising spiritual observations from every accidental cir* 
cumstance; in turning men's employments, plea0ures» 
and pains, into meaaa of edification ; this he did, in order 
to engage the attention of the thoughtless, the more deeply 
to fix the attention of the thoughUul, and to prev^it the 
trifling away of time, in unprofitable conversation. And 
such little incidents as used to pass away unnoticed, by 
almost any other person, ficquired from Mr. Fletcher's 
fine imagination a kind of grace and dignity. To give 
an instance. Being ordered to be let blood, while his 
blood was miming into the cup, he took occasion to ex- 
patiate <ni the precious blood-shedding of the Lamb of 
God. And even when he did not ^peak at all, the 
seraphic spirit which beamed from his languid face> dur- 
ing those months of pain and weakness, was, 
" A Isctofe silent, yet of aovereign ttte»** 
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[8ut it is necessary to be observed here, says Mr. 
Wesley, that this facility of raising useful observations 
from the most trifling incidents, was one of those pecu. 
tiarities in him which cannot be proposed to our imita- 
tion. In him it partly resulted from nature, and was 
partly a supernatural gift. But what was becoming and 
graceful in Mr. Fletcher, would be disgustful almost in 
any other.] 

38. But Mr, Fletcher was not only eminently useful by 
his conversation to the members of the kind family at New. 
ington, wheii/e he resided these few weeks, and to several 
individiials, whether ministers or others, who occasionally 
visited it, but the Christian letters which his love to his 
flock at Madeley, and to his friends in different places, 
constrained him to write, were then, and have been since, 
a peculiar blessing to many. ^' Which his love constrained 
him to write," I say, because, notwithstanding the charge 
given him by his physician, and the advice and entreat* 
ies of those about him, he could not be restrained from 
this exercise of seal and brotherly kindness. *' They 
foibid my writing,'' says he to Mr. Ireland, February 24, 
*< but I will write to the last. Sle$$ed he Gad tpho giveth 
us the victory over death and ke pairty by Jesus ChrisL^^ 
An extract from one of these letters, written about a fort- 
night afler his gomg to Newington, and addressed to ius 
parishioners at Madeley, Mr. Wesley has given us in his 
short accoui^ of Mr* Fletcher's Life. I shall here insert 
the «ame letter rather more at large :-«* 

*' My Deak Pabishxonebs,— *I hoped to have spent the 
Christmas holidays with you, and to have ministered to 
you in holy ttungs ; but the weakness of my body con* 
fining me here, I humbly submit to the Divine dispensa. 
tiOQ, and ease the trouble of my absence, by being pre. 
airat with you in spirit, and by reflecting on the pleasure 
I have felt in years past^ while singing with you. Unto us 
achiid is bom, umto us a son is given, &c. This truth is 
IS impoirtant now as it was then, and as worthy to be 
thai^fuliy received at-Newington as at Madeley. Let us 
then reeeive it with all readiness, and it will unite us : we 
(riiail meet in Christ, the centre oflasdng union, the source 
of tiue life, the spring of pure rigbteousRess and joy $ 

17 
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and pur hearts shall be full of the song of angels, Glory 
be to God on high! Peace on earth! Grood wiU toward 
each other i and all maaMnd ! 

^^ In order to this, may the eye of your understanding 
be more and more opened to see your need of a Re. 
deemer ; and to behold the suitableness, freeness, and 
fulness of the redemption which was wrought out by the 
Son of God^ and which is applied by the Spirit, through 
faith. The wish which glows in my soul is so ardent 
and powerful that it brings me down on my knees, while I 
write, and, in that supplicating posture, I entreat you all 
to consider and improve the day of your visitation, and 
to prepare, in good earnest, to meet, with joy, your God, 
and, your unworthy pastor, in another world* Weak as 
I was when I lefl Madeley, I hear that several, who were 
then young, healthy, and strong, have got the start of 
me ; and that some have been hurried into eternity with- 
out being indulged with a moment's warning. May the 
awful accident strike a deeper consideration into all our 
souls. May the sound of their bodies, dashed to pieces at 
the bottom of a pit, rouse us to a speedy conversion, that 
we may never fsill into the hoUxmdess pit, and that iniquity 
and delays may not be our eternal ruin. Tottering as I 
stand on the brink of the grave, some of you who seem 
far from it may drop into it before me ; for what has 
happened may happen still. 

<< Let us then all awake out of sleep ; and let us all pre- 
pare for our approaching, change, and give ourselves no 
rest, till we have got Gospel ground to hope that our 
great change will be a happy one. In order to this, I 
beseech you, by all the minis>terial and providential calls 
you have had for these seventeen years, harden not your 
hearts. Let the long suffering of God toward us, who 
survived the hundreds I have buried, lead us all to re- 
pentance. Dismiss your sins, and embrace Jesus Christ, 
who wept for you in the manger, bled ifor you. in Gethae* 
mane, hung for you on the cross^ and now pleads for you 
on his mediatorial throne. By all that is near and dear 
to you, as men and as Christians, meet me not, on the 
great day, in your sins and in your blood, enemies to 
Christ by unbeliefs and to God by toicked works. Meet 
me in the garment of repentance, in the robe of Christ's 
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merits, and in the white linen, (the purity of heart and 
life,) which is the holiness of the godly ; — ^that holiness, 
ttfithout wMch no man shall see God. Let the time past 
suffice, in which some of you have lived in sin. By 
repentance put off the old man and his works ; by faith 
put on the Lord Jesus and his righteousness. Let all 
wickedness be gone, — ^for ever gone, with the old year ; 
and with the new one begin a new life, a life of re- 
newed devotion to God, and of increasing love to our 
neighbour. 

" The sum of all I have preached to you is contained 
in four propositions, Firsrt, Heartily repent of your sins, 
original and actual. Secondly, Believe the Gospel of 
Christ in sincerity and truth. Thirdly, In the power 
which true faith gives, (for all things commanded are pos- 
sible to him that believeth,) run with humble confidence 
the way of God's commandments before God and men. 
Fourthly, By continuing to take up your cross, and to 
receive the pure milk of God's word, grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. So shall you grow in 
peace and joy all the days of your life ; and when roll- 
ing years shall be lost in eternity, you will for ever grow 
in bliss and heavenly glory. O what bliss ! What glory ! 
The Lord shall be our sun and our crown ; and we shall 
be jewels in each other's crown ; I in yours, and you 
in mine. For ever we shall be with the Lord, and 
with one another. We shall all live in God's heavenly 
Church, the heaven of heavens. All our days will be a 
Sabbath, and our Sabbath eternity. . No bar of business 
or sickness, no distance of time nor place, no gulf of 
death or the grave shall part us more. We shall meet 
in the bosom of Abraham, who met Christ in the bosom 
of Divine love. O what a meeting ! And shall some of 
us meet there this very year which we are just entering 
upon ? What a year ! On that blessed year, if we are of 
the number of those who die in the Lord, our souls shall 
burst the womb of this corruptible flesh ; we shall be 
bom into the other world ; we shall behold the Sun of 
righteousness without a cloud, and for ever bask in the 
beams of his glory. Is not this prospect glorious enough 
to make us bid defiance to sin and the grave ; and to join 
the cry of the Spirit and the Bride, Come, Lord Jems, 
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come quickly, tliough it should be in the black chariot of 
death? 

" Should God bid me to stay on earth a little Icmger^ 
to serve you in the Gospel of his Son ; should he renew 
my strength (for no word is impossible with him) tQ do 
among you the work of a pastor, I hope I shall, by God's. 
grace prove a more humble, zealous, and diligent minis- 
ter than I have hitherto been. Some of you have sup- 
posed that I made more ado about eternity and your 
precious souls than they were worth ; but how great was 
your mistake ! Alas ! it is my grief and shame that I 
have not been, both in public and private, a thousand 
times more earnest and importunate with you about your 
spiritual concerns. Pardon me, my dear friends, pardon 
me, my ignorances and negligences in this respect. And 
as I most humbly ask your forgiveness, so I most heartily 
forgive any of you, who may, at any time, have made no 
account of my little labours. I only entreat such now to 
evidence a better mind, by paying a double attention to 
the loud warnings of Providence, and to the pathetic dis- 
courses of the faithful minister who now supplies my 
place. And may God, for Christ's sake, forgive us all, 
as we forgive one another ! 

"The more nearly I consider death and the grave, 
judgment and eternity, the more, blessed be God, I feel 
that I have preached to you the truth, and that the truth 
is solid as the Rock of Ages. Glory be to his Divine 

frace, I can say, in some degree, ^ Here is firm fooling J* 
'oUow me, and the sorrows of death, instead of encom- 
passing you around, will keep at an awful distance, and, 
with David, we shall follow our great Shepherd, even 
through the dreary valley, without fearing or feeling 
any evil. 

" Although I hope to see much more of the goodness 
of the Lord in the land of the living than I do see ; yet, 
blessed be the Divine mercy, I see enough to keep my 
mind at all times unruffled, and to make me willing caknly 
to resign my soul into the hands of my faithful Creator, 
my loving Redeemer, and my sanctifying Comforter, Uiis 
moment, or the next, if he call for it. I desire your pub- 
lic thanks for all the favours he showeth me continually, 
with respect to both my soul and body* Help me to be 
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thankful ; for it is a pUasarU iking to be thankful. May 
our thankfulness crown the new year, as God's patience 
and goodness have erowned all our life. Permit me to 
bespeak an interest in your prayers also. Ask that my 
faith may be willing to receive aU that God's grace is 
willing to bestow. Ask that I may meeJdy suSer, and 
zealously do all the will of God, in my present circum- 
stances ; and that, living or d3ning, I may say, with the 
witness of God's Spirit, For me to Iwe is Christy and to 
die is gain, 

" If God call me soon from earth, I beg he may, in his 
good providence, appoint h more faithful shepherd over 
you. You need not fear that he will not : you see, that 
for these many months, you have not only had no famine 
of the word, but the richest plenty ; and what God has 
done for months, he can do for years ; yea, for all the 
years of your life. Only pray : Ask, and you shall re- 
ceive. Meet at the throne of grace, and you shall meet 
at the throne of glory your affectionate, obliged, and 
unworthy minister, J. F." 

39. In another letter, written a fortnight after to the 
same people, he mani^sts still farther his own deep 
humility, and his fervent love to them, as the flock over 
which the Holy Ghost had made him overseer. I shall 
here insert a short extract from this also. Addressing 
them as his "dear companions in tribulation," he pro. 
ceeds : — " All the children of God I love : my delight is 
in them that excel in strength, and my tenderest com- 
passions move toward those that exceed in weakness. 
But of all the children of God, none have so great a right 
to my peculiar love as you. Your stated or occasional 
attendance on my poor ministry, and the countless thou, 
sands of steps you have taken to hear the word of our 
common Lord from my despised pulpit, as well as the 
bondsr of neighbourhood, and the many happy hours I 
have spent before the throne of grace with you, endear 
you peculiarly to me. 

" With tears of grateful joy I recollect the awful mo- 
ments when we have, in the strengths of our dear Re« 
deemer, bound ourselves to stand to our baptismal vow : 
to renounel^ all sin^ to believe aU the articles of the Chris- 
17* 
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tian faith, and keep God's commandoaiehts to the end o€ 
our life ; especially the new commandment, which en- 
joins us to love one another, as Christ has loved us. O ! 
my dear brethren, let this repeated vow, so reasonable, 
so just, and so comfortable, appear to us worthy of our 
greatest regard. For my own part, asking pardon of God, 
and you all, for not having exulted more in the privilege 
of keeping that vow every day better, and of loving you 
every hour more tenierly, I am not at all discouraged; 
'but determine, with new courage and delight, to love my 
neighbour as myself; and ta love our covenant God, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, with all my mind, heart, and 
strength : — ^with all the powers of my understanding, will, 
and affections. This resolution is bold, but it is ewmgeli- 
col; being equally founded on the precept and promise 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose cleansing blood can atone 
for all our past unfaithfulness^ and whose almighty Spirit 
can enable us to perfcNrm all Gospel obedience for the 
time to come. 

'^ I find much comfort in my weak state of health, from 
my relation to my cooenant God, O the comfort of cleav- 
ing to Christ by &ith, and of finding that Christ is our 
all ! In that centre of life let us all meet, and death itself 
will not separate us ; for Christ our life is the resurrec- 
tion ; and Christ, our common resurrection, will bring u» 
back from the grave, to worship him altogether, where 
absence and sicknesa shall interrupt and separate us no 
more. 

" I sometimes feel a desire of being buried where you 
are buried, and having my bones lie in a common earthen 
bed with yours ; but I soon resign that wish, and leaving 
that particular to Providence, I exult in thinking, that 
whatever distance there may be between our graves, we 
can now bury our sins, cares, doubts, and fears, in the 
one grave of our Divine Saviour ; and that we Inay re- 
joice, each of us in our measure, that neither life nor 
death, neither things present nor things to come, shall 
ever be able (ivfcile we hang on the Crucified, a»^ he hung 
on the cfoss) to separate us from Christ our head, nor 
from the love of eac^ other his members. 

"Xove, then, one another, my dear brethren, I entreat 
you> and if I, your poor unwocthy shepherd, am smitten,^ 
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be not scattered ; but rather be more closely gathered 
into Christ, and keep near each other in faith and love, 
till you all receive our second Comforter and Advocate 
in the gloiy of his fulness. Tlus indwelling of the Com, 
forter perfects the mystery of sanctification in the be- 
liever's soul. This is the highest blessing of the Chris- 
tian covenant on earth. Rejoicing in God our Creator, 
in God our Redeemer, let us look for the full comfort of 
God our Sanctifier. 

" My paper fails, but not my love. It embraces you 
all in the bowels of Jesus Christ ; to whose love I ear- 
nestly recommend you ; earnestly desiring you would re- 
commend to his faithful mercy your affectionate friend 
and brother, your unworthy pastor and fellow helper in 
the faith, J. F." 

40. He wrote letters also to many private friends in 
diiferent parts. Indeed, hardly a day passed in which he 
did not write to ^e or other. But as extracts from most 
of these have been published, I shall spare myself and 
the reader the trouble of referring to many of them here. 
Add to this, that whenever he found any ability for it, 
his thoughts and pen were occupied in contributing more 
or less .to what he continued to have much at heart, the 
completing of his forementioned "Plan of Reconcilia- 
tion." Of this, Jan. 19, he speaks as follows to the Rev. 
Vincent Perronet: — 

" I have of late thought much upon a method of recon- 
ciling the Calvinists ami Arminians. I have seen some 
Calvinian ministers who seem inclined to a plan of paci- 
fication. I wish I had strength enough to draw the sketch 
of it for- your improvement. I think the thing is by 
no means impracticable, if we would but look one an- 
other in the face, and fall together at the feet of Him, 
who makes men to he of one mind in a houee^ and made 
once all believers to be of one soul in the Church. 
Let us pray, hope, wait, and be ready to cast one mite 
of endeavour toward the blessing of a reconciliation ; in 
which none could be more glad to second you than, 
honoured and dear sir, your affectionate, obliged son in 
the Gospel, 

«J.F." 
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41. By these exertions of body and mind, reading, 
thinking, writing, and conversing, he undoubtedly greatly 
impeded his recovery : so that, although he was in a good 
air, had good accommodations, and a variety of helps 
joined to the kindness of his friends, all which he men- 
tiohs in the letter last quoted with gratitude, he made 
little or no progress toward the recovery of hia health 
while at Newington. A few days before, he says to* a 
friend, " Venturing to. ride out in the frost, the air was 
too sharp for my weak lungs, and opened my wound, 
which has thrown me back again." On the 29th he 
observes, " Providence sent me, last Sunday, Dr. Turner, 
who, under God, saved my life twenty-three years ago in 
a dangerous .illness ^ and I am inclined to try what his 
method will do. He orders me asses' milk, chicken, 
dec, forbids me riding, and recommends the greatest 
quietness. He prohibits the use of Bristol water ; ad- 
vises some waters of a purgative nature, and tries to pro- 
' mote expectoration by a method that so far answers, 
though I spit by it more blood than before. It will be in 
order to cure one way or other. 

" With respect to my soul, I &id it good to be in the 
balance, awfully weighed every day for life or death. I 
thank God the latter has lost its sting, and endears to me 
the Prince of life. But O ! I want Christ, my resurrec- 
tion, to be a thousand times more dear to me ; and doubt 
not he will be so when I Sim filled with the Spirit of wis. 
dom and revelation in the knowledge o£ him. Let us 
wait for that glory, praising God for all we have received, 
and do daily receive ; and trusting him for all we have 
not yet received. Let our faith do justice to his veracity, 
our hope to his goodness, and our love to all his. perfec 
tions. It is good to trust in the Lord, and his saints like 
well to hope in him. I am provided here with every 
necessary and convenient blessing for my state* The 
great have even done me the honour of calling.. Mr. 
Shirley, Mr. R d Hill, Mr. Peckwell, &c. I exhort 
them to promote peace in the Church, which they take 
kindly. I hope God will incline us all to peace, living 
and dying. Lady Huntingdon has written me a kind 
letter also. O for universal, lasting kindness ! This world 
to me is uow become a tporld of love. May it be so to 
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my dear friend also. My kiadest love and thanks wait 
on yourself, Mrs. Ireland, jind all your dear family. 

« J. F." 

The above was addressed to Mr. Ireland, and three 
weeks after he says to one of his parishioners :— ^' My 
dear ^end, Mr. Ireland, brought me, last week, Sir John 
Elliott, who is esteemed the greatest physician in London 
in consumptive cases. He gave hopes of my recovery 
upon using proper diet and means. I was bled yester- 
day for the third time : and my old doctor thinks, by 
gentle evacuations and spring herbs, to mend my juices. 
Be that as it may, I calmly leave all \q God ; and use the 
means without trusting in them. I am perfectly taken 
care of by my kind friends, whom I recommend to your 
prayers as ivell as myself. 

<< With respect to my soul, I calmly wait, in unshaken 
resolution, for the fuU salvation of my God ; ready to 
trust him, and to venture on his faithful love, and on the 
sure mercies of David, either at midnight, noonday, or 
cockcroimng : for my times are in (lis h^d, and his time 
is best, and is my time. Death has lost his sting ; and, 
I thank God, I know not what hurry of spirit is, or un- 
believing fears, under my most terrifying symptoms. 
Glory be to God in Christ for this unspeakable mercy ! 
Help' me to praise him for it." 

42. One of those who visited him at Newington was 
Mr. William Perronet : a pious, sensible, benevolent, and 
amiable man, w^ho was snatched hence in .the strength 
of his years. He oflen said the first sight of Mr. Fletcher 
fixed an impression upon his mind which never wore off, 
till it issued in a real conversion to God ; accompanied 
with a most affectionate and lasling regard for the instru- 
ment of that happy change. 

Of this friendly man Mr. Fletcher writes thus to Miss 
Penonet : — " I cannot tell you how much I am obliged to 
your dear brother for all his kind, brotherly attendance 
as a physician. He has given me his time, his long walks, 
his remedies: he has brought me Dr. Turner several 
times, and will not so much as allow me to reimburse his 
expenses. Help me to thank him for all his profu^on 
of love, for I cannot sufficiently do it myself. Give my 
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duty to your father : I throw myself in spirit at his feet, 
and ask his blessing, and an interest in his prayers. Tell 
him that the Lord is gracious to me ; does not suffer the 
enemy to disturb my peace ; and gives me, in prospect, 
the victory over death. Thanks be to God, who giveth 
us this great victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
AbsoltUe resigruUian to the Divine will baffles a thousand 
temptations, and confidence in our Saviour carries us 
sweetly through a thousand trials. Grod fill us abundantly 
with both !" 

43. But although he had every help of advice and 
medicine, as well as diet, air, and attendance, which he 
could have, all at this time proved ineffectual to restore 
him. His physicians, therefore, advised that he should 
again have recourse to the Bristol waters. Accordingly 
Mr. Ireland, who had visited him while ^ at Newington, 
and had brought Sir John Elliott to see him, as before 
mentioned, came, with Mrs. Ireland, and took him to their 
house at Brislington, near Bristol, for that /purpose. A 
little after his arrival there* he wrote the foUowing letter 
of thanks to the kind friends who had entertained him so 
long, and with so much affection, at Newington : — 

" To my very dear friends and benefactors, Charles, 
and Mary Greenwood, — My prayers shall always be that 
the merciful may find mercy, and that the great kindness 
I have found under your quiet roof may be showed you 
every where under the canopy of heaven. I think with 
grateful joy on the days of calm retreat I have been 
blessed with at Newington, and lament my not having 
improved better the opportunity of sitting, like Mary, at the 
feet of my great Physician. May he requite your kind care 
to a dying worm by abundantly caring for you and yours, 
and making all your bed in your sickness ! May you enjoy 
full health ! May you hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, both that of Christ and that of the Holy Ghost, and 
be abundantly filled therewith ! May his rod and staff 
comfort you under aU the troubles of life, the decays of 
the body, the assaults of the enemy, and the pangs of 
death 1 May the reviving cordials of the word of truth be 
ever within the reach of your faith, and may your eager 
faith make a ready and constant use of them ; especially 
when faintings come upon you, and your hands begin to 
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hang down ! May you stand in the clefls of the Rock <£ 
Ages, and there be safely sheltered when all the stonns 
of justice shall fall around ! May you have always such 
temporal and spiritual helps, friends, and comforts, as I 
have found in your pleasing retreat ! 

"You have received a poor Lazarus, though his sores 
were not visible. You have had compassion like the 
good Samaritan : you have admitted me to the enjoyment 
of your best things ; and he that did not deserve to have 
the dogs to lick his sores, has always found the members 
of Jesus ready to prevent, to remove, or to bear his bur- 
dens. And now what shall I say ? What but, Thanks be 
to God for his unspeakable gift ! and thanks to my dear 
friends for all their favours ! They will, I trust, be found 
faithfully recorded in my breast, when the great Rewarder 
of those who diligently seek him loiU render to every man 
according to hi^ tvorks. Then shall a raised Lazarus 
appear in the gate to testify of the love of Charles and 
Mary Greenwood and of their godly sister. 

<< I thought myself a little better last Sunday ; but I 
have since spit more bloo4^ than I had done for weeks 
before. Glory be to God for every providence ! His will 
be done in me, by health or sickness, by life or death ! 
All from him is, and, I trust, will always be ^irelcome to 
your obliged pensioner, J. F." 



CHAPTER VII. 

From his leaving Newington^ HU his return from Stoitzer^ 
land to Madeley, 

1. It was in the latter end of April, 1777, that Mr. 
Fletcher was removed from Newington to Bristol, having 
continued with Mr. Greenwood upward of fifteen weeks. 
"I was desired by Mr. and Mrs. Ireland," says Miss 
Thornton, << to bear them company to Bristol, which I 
willingly did. Indeed, I looked upon it as a call from 
God : nor could I desire a greater honour than to share 
in the employment of angels, in ministering to a distin- 

guished heir of salvation^ At Brislington, near Bristol, 
e continued in the same holy, earnest course as at New* 
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ington. Every day he drank the Hotwell water, aad it 
agreed with him well : so that he appeared to gather a 
little strength ; though not so swiflly as was expected. 
And all the strength which he received he laid out in 
labours of love, for the benefit of all those, rich or poor, 
whom Providence cast in his way. 

" Whenever he was in company it was his general 
method, so far as his strength would admit, to pray par- 
ticularly for every person present. And from his habitual 
prayer resulted that life and energy in his words, which 
every one that was blest with his society felt more or less. 
Now and then likewise he adventured to pray in the family. 
But he was not wary enough in this. He more than once 
so much exerted himself that he was brought very low. 
As soon as he was well enough to write, he was intent 
upon finishing two treatises for the press. The Plan of 
Reconciliation in particular lay very near his heart. He 
kmged to conclude it before he died, which he wished to 
do, breathing peace to Jerusalem, and pointing out to the 
children of God the most probable means of effecting it : 
of uniting together, in the bonds of peace and love, all 
the true ministers and followers of Jefius." 

2; From Bristol he paid his friends in Bath a vifflt, from 
whence, July 8, 1777, he wrote as follows to one of his 
parishioners : — 

" My Dear Brother, — ^I heartily thank you for your 
kind letter ; and by you I desire to give my best thanks 
to the dear companions in tribulation whom you meet, 
and who so kindly remember so worthless and unprofit* 
able a minister as me. May the God of all grace and 
love, our common Father, and our all, bless your all, and 
all our brethren, with all blessings spiritual ; and with 
such temporal favours as will best serve the end of your 
growth in grace. 

" My desire is, if I should be spared to minister to you 
again, to do it with more humiliQr, zeal, diligence, and 
love ; and to make more of you all than I have done. 
But as matters are, you tnust take the will fbt the deed. 
Let us all praise God for what is past, and trust him for 
what is to come. The Lord enable you to cleave to Christ, 
and in him to abide in one mind, striving together for the 
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hope of the Gospel, the fulness of the Spirit, and that 
kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, of which we have so oflen discoursed together, 
but into which we have not pres.»ed with sufficient ardour 
and violence. God give Us the humble, violent faith, 
which inherits the promise of the Father, that we may 
triumph in Christ, and adolrn his Gospel in life and death. 
'' I hope to see you before the summer is ended, if it 
please God to spare me and give me strength for the 
journey. I am in some respects better than when I came 
here, and was enabled to^ bury a corpse last Sunday to 
oblige the minister of the parish ; but whether it wa^ that 
little exertion of voice or something else, bad symptoms 
have returned since. Be that as it may, all is well ; for 
He that does all things well, rules and overrules all. I , 
have stood the heats we have had these two days bettei* 
than I expected^ I desire you will help me to bless 
die Author of all ^od for this and every other blessinjg 
<^ this life : but above all for the lively hopes of the next, 
and for Christ our common hope, peace, joy, wisdom, 
righteousness, salvati<»i, and all. In him I meet, love^ 
and embrace you. God bless you all, and crown you 
with loving kindness and tender mercy all the day l^>ng ! 
I live if you stand. Don't let me want the reviving cor- 
dial of hearing that you stand together firm in. the faith, 
br^en In humility, and rejoicing in the loving hope of 
the glory of God. Look much at Jesus, filers God 
much for the gifVoflus ofily begotten Soa^ Be much in 
private prayer. Forsake not the assembling yourselves 
together in little companies, sm well as in public* Walk 
hiURbly as in the sight of death a«d eteimity $ and ever 
pcay for your s^eotionatef but tmworthy minister, 

«J. F.'' 

3« He made no icnaig stay at Bath, but spent the chief 
part of his time for several months at Brislington or Bris- 
tol. In one place or the other, a« well as at Newington, 
he was visited by many respectable persons. Many of 
these were CalVinists ; several of whom bore witness to 
his deep piety aad exalted spirit. But a dissenting 
ttinister, afler pressing him haixi with regard to some of 
his* opkiions^ told him, with great warmth, << Mr. Fletcher, 

1.8 
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you had better have been gasping for life with an asthma,' 
or have had all your limbs unstrung by a palsy, than to 
have written those Checks." Mr. Fletcher replied, 
^* Sir, I then wanted more love, and I do so still :" aod 
in his highest fervours of Divine love, he alwnys acknow^ 
ledged his want of more. 

4. Here also he missed no opportunity of instructing 
servants and children, suiting his discourse, in a manner 
peculiar to himself, to their capacity or their business. 
And what would have appeared low in another, did not 
appear so when spoken by him. Thus he advised the 
cook, "to stir up the fire of Divine love in his heart, 
that it might bum up aU the rubbish therein, and raise a 
flame of holy aflbction :" to which, with the greatest cor- 
diality, ho subjoined a short prayer. Thus to the house- 
maid he said, " I entreat yoir to sweep every comer of 
your heart, that it «iay be fit to receive your heavenly 
Guest." To a poor man who came there in a deep con- 
sumption, but little concerned for his soul, he said in a very 
solemn manner, (laying one hand on his own breast, and 
the other on the poor man's,) God has fixed a loud 
knocker at your breast and mine. Because we did not 
regard, as we ought to have done, the gentle kn<>cks and 
calls of his Holy Spirit, his word, and his providences, 
he has taken fast hoM here, and we cannot get out of <his 
hand. O let the knodcer awaken you, who are just diop. 
ping into etemity !" 

When one or another occasimially mentioned any un- 
kind thing which had been said of him or his writings, 
if the person who had said it was named, he Would* stop 
the speaker immediately, and offer up the most fervent 
prayer for the {terson of whom he spoke. He did Hot 
willingly suffer any one to say any thing against his op- 
ponents. And he made all the allowances for them which, 
on a change of circumstances, he would have widlied 
them to make for him. 

5. This year our annual conference was held at Biis- 
tol. Here and at Brislington I had several opportunities 
of seeing and conversing with Mr. Fletcher, and always 
found him in the devout and zealous spirit above de- 
scribed. He happened to be passing by the door of the 
stable belonging to our chapel in Brocid Maad, when I 
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I lighting from my horse, and I shall never forget with 
what a heavenly air and sweet countenance he instantly 
came up to me in the stable, and in a most solenan man* 
Her, putting his hands upon my head as if he had been 
ordaining me for the sacred office of the ministry, pi^yed 
most fervently for, £uid blessed me in the name of the 
Lord. To act in this way indeed toward his friends was 
DO uncommon thing with him : he was wont to do it fre- 
quently, and -that in a m€uiner so serious and devout that 
it was almost impossible not to be deeply affected with it. 

" In Augi^st, 1777,!' says Mr. James Rogers, " I was 
appointed to (leave Edinburgh, and) labour in the east 
of Cornwall. I had long desired to converse with that 
great and good man, Mr. Fletcher ; and now an oppor- 
tunity offered itself. Stopping at Bristol for a few days 
to rest myself an^ horse, I heard of his being at Mr. Ire- 
land's, about three miles off, in a poor state of health, 
and, with two of my brethren, went to see him. When 
we came there he was returning from a ride, which he 
was advised by his physician to take every day. Dis- 
mounting from his hjorse, he came toward us with arms 
spread open, and eyes lifted up to heaven. His apos- 
tojic appeaxance, with the whole of his deportment, 
amazingly affected us. 

" The first words he spoke^ while yet standing in the 
stable by his horse, were a part of the sixteenth chapter 
, of St. John, most of which he repeated. And while he 
pointed out the descent of the Holy Ghost, as the great 
promise of the Father, and the. privilege of all New Tes- 
tament believers, in a manner f . never had heard before, 
my soul was dissolved into tenderness, and became even 
4s melting wax before the fire. 

*« As an invidious report had been spread that he had 
recanted what he had lately written against Calvinism, in 
those excellent wri^ngs qf his, entitled his ' Checks, dec,' 
I took the liberty to mention tl^ repoit^^and asked him 
what he thought had given rise to it? He replied he 
could not tell ; except that he had refrained from speak- 
ing on controverted points since he came to Mr. Ireland's : 
partly by reason of tjie poor state of his health, and be- 
cause he did not wish to grieve his kind friend by making 
his house a field of controversy. But he assured us he 
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had never yet seen cause to repent of what he had, writ- 
ten in defence of the Rev. Mr. Wesley's minutes. And 
although he believed his close application was the Qiean 
of reducing his body to the state in which we then saw' 
it, yet if he fell a victim, it was in a good cause. 

'^ After a little farther conversation upon the universal 
love of God in Christ Jesus, we were about to take our 
leave, when Mr. Ireland sent his footman into the yard 
with a bottle of red wine, and some slices of bread upon 
a waiter : we all uncovered our heads while Mr. Fletcher 
craved a blessing upon the same ; which he had no sooner 
done, but he handed first the bread to each, and lifting up 
his eyes to heaven pronounced those words, * The body 
of our Lord' Jesus Christ which was given for. thee, pre- 
serve thy body and soul unto everlasting life.' After- 
ward handing the wine, he repeated in like manner, 'The 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,' &c. But such a sacra- 
ment I never had before. A sense of the Divine presence 
rested upon us all ; and. we were melted into floods of 
tears. His worthy friend, Mr. Irelantt, grieved to see 
him exhaust his little strength by bo mueh speaking, took 
him by the arm and almost forced him into the house ; 
while he kept lOioking wishfully, and speaking to us, as 
long as we could see him. We then mounted our horses 
and rode away* That very hour more than repaid me 
for my whole journey from Edinburgh to Cornwall. ". 

6. September 6^ of that year, he wrote as follows, to 
the amiable and venerable Vinoeiit Perronet, vicar of 
Shoreham :— • - . 

^' My Veky Deak Father, — ^I humbly thank yon for 
the honour and consolation of your two kind letters. Your 
vouchsafing to remember a poof, unprofitable worm, is 
to me a su^e token that my heavenly Father edmestly 
remembers me still. He is God, sftid therefbye I am not 
consumed : — He is a Tfterciful, all-gracious God, and 
therefore" I am blessed with sympathizing friends and 
gracious helpers on all sides. O sir, if in this disordered, 
imperfectstate of the Church, I meet with so much kind- 
ness, what shall I not meet with when, the millennium 
you pray for shall begin ! Ojhat the thought, the glorioua 
hope, may animate me to perfect holiness in the fear o€ 
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God ; Aat I may be accounted worthy to escape the ter- 
rible judgments which will make way for that happy state 
of things, and that I may have a paiit in the firat resur- 
rection, if I am numbered among the dead before that 
happy period begin ! • - 

♦ O ! for a firm and hating faith. 
To credit all the Almighty saith! 
To embrace the promise of his Son, 
And call that glorious rest our own!f 

« We are saved by hope at this time. But hope that is 
seen is not hope. Let us^ abound, then, in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost : so shall we antedate the 
millennium, talte the kingdom, and enjoy, beforehand, the 
rest which remains for die people of God. Your great 
age, dear sir, and my great weakness, have brought us to 
the verge of eternity. O ! may we exult in the prospect, 
and look on that boundless sea through the glass of faith, 
and through the clefU of the Rock of Ages, struck for us, 
through the veil of Christ's flesh, who, by dying for our 
sias^ and rising agm for our justiiication, is become our 
resurrection and our life. 

*< One of my paiishioixers brought a horse last week to 
carry me home ; and desired to walk by m;^ side all the 
way. By the advice of your dear son, (Mr. William 
Perronet,) who still continues to bestow upon me all the 
help I could expect from the most loving. brother, I sent 
the Hian back. I thank God I am a little stronger than 
when I eame hither. I kiss the rod, lean on the st&^ 
and wait the end. I yesterday saw a physician who told me 
my case is not yet an absolutely lost case. But the pros, 
pect of languishing two or three years longer, a burden 
to every bcmy, a help to" none, would be very painful, if 
the will of God and the covenant of life in Christ Jesus 
did not sanctify tf circumstances, and dispeV every 
gloom. I remember witii grateful joy the happy days I 
spent at ^oreham: DBCum vivere amem; tecum oheam 
' Mei». (* I eould love to live with you ; wi& you I would 
willingly die.') But what is better still, I shall liv6 with 
the Lord and. with you for ever and ever* Your obliged 
servant and affectionate son, J. F..'^ 

7. Mr. Fletcher eiiiitintted at Bridingloii till the ^d of 

18* 
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HuYhmer, by which time it evidently appeared that the 
Hotwdl water, and the other means which had been 
recommended by his physicians, and tried for so many 
months, had produced little or no good effect. It was then 
concluded that nothing, humanly speaking, could save 
his life, but a sfea voyage, and his own country air. This, 
as was cAserved above, had been recommended by his 
friend, Mr. Ireland, with the advice of a. physician, the 
preceding year. Then, however, he could not be pre- 
vailed upon to try these remedies. But now,, finding all 
other means ineffectual, he tM^sei^ted, andAat the more 
readily, as one of his sister? was in a poor -state of healthy 
and, indeed, apparently dying, in Switzerland, and he 
ardently wished to se.e and converse with her before her 
departure. As soon as a voyage to the continent was 
concluded on, he wrote as follows to Mrs. Thornton : — 

" I am going to do by my poor sister what you have 
done by me, to try to smooth the. road of sickness fo the 
chamber of death. Gratitude and blood call me to it : — 
you have done it "ivithout such calls ; your Christian kind- 
ness is freer than mine ; but not so free as the love of 
Jesus, who took upon him our nature, that he might bear 
our infirmities, die our death, aiid make over to us his 
resurrection and his life after all we had done to render 
life Iwteful and death horrible to him. 0. 1 for this match- 
less love let rocks and hills, let hearts and tongues break 
an ungrateful silence ; and let your Christian muse find 
new anthems, and your poetic heart new flights of elo-- 
quence and thankfulness ! . 

" I shall be glad to hear from you in Switzerland, and 
shadl doubly rejoice if yo\i can send me word that she, 
who is joined to the Lord according to the glory of the 
iiew covenant, is one spirit with him, and enjoys all the 
gloriousk liberty of the children of God." 

8. It appears, however, that shortly after this he be- 
came so much worse as to have great reason to doubt 
whether he should be able -to. make such a voyage. — 
" You should have heard from me'," says he to the same 
person a few weeks afterward, "if sometimes want of 
spirits to hold a pen, and for some days, want of paper^ 
had not stood in the way of my inclination. Now I have 
paper, and a degree of strength, how can I ei^loy both 
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better, than in trying to fuljfil with my pen the great com- 
mandment,* which contains my duty to God and my 
neighbour? But what can a pen do here ? — It can just 
testify what my heart feels, — -That no words can describe 
what I owe to my heavenly Benefactor, to my earthly 
friends^ and to you, in particular, who have had so much 
patience as to stand by me, and boar a share in my bur- 
dens, for so many months, at home and abroad. 

"May the merciful, faithful God, who has promised 
that a cup of cold water given to the least of his followers, 
shall not l(jse its reward ; — -luay that omnipotent God, 
who sees you in all the states of weakness which await 
you between the present moment and the hour of death-, 
give yoii all that can make your life comfortable, your 
trials tolerable, your death triumphant, and your eternity 
glorious ! . 

" Whsft I ask for you, I also peculiarly beg for your 
dear *l)n>lher and sister, who have vouclisafed to bind so 
dry, so insignificant (I had almost said, so rotten) a stick 
as myself in the bundle of that love with which they 
embrctce the poor, the lame, the helpless, the loathsome, 
and 4;hose who have their sores without, as Lazarus, or 
within, as I. May we all be found bound up together in 
the bundle of life, light, and love, with our Lord ! And 
when he shall make up his jewels, may you all shine 
among his diamonds of the finest water and the first 
magnitude ! 

" Yoa want, possibly, to know how I go on. . Thwigh 
I am not worth a line, I shall obseve, to the gfory of my 
patient, merciful Preserver and Redeemer, that I am 
kept iji sweet peace, and a looking for the triumphant joy 
of my Lord, and for the fulness expressed in these words, 
which sweetly filled the sleepless hours of last night,— 

* Drawn, — taxd tedecmed, — and seai'd, 

I bless the One and Tbreb, 
With Father, Son, and Spirit fillM 
To all eternity .» 

" With respect to my body, I sleep less, and spit more 
blood than I did when you .were here, nor can I bear tho 
least trot of qa easy horse. If this continue many day«, 
instead ,of thinking to go and see my friends on the con* 
tinent, I «haH tuarn my steps to my e«rthly home, to bd 
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ready to lay my bones ia my chiirch yard 4 and in such 
a case I shall put you in nund of your kind promise, that 
you would do to the .last the office of a guardian angel, — 
hold up my hands in' my last conflict, and close my eyes 
when it is over. Two o( my parishioners came to con- 
vey me safe home, and had persuaded me to go with 
them in a post chaise ; but I had so bad a night before 
the day I was to set out, that I gave it up. My prospects 
and ways are shut up, so that I have nothing to look at 
but Jesus and the grave* May I so look at them as to 
live in Him. who is my resurrection and life; and die in 
all the meekness and holiness of my Lord and my all f 
I humbly request a continued interest in your fervent 
prayers, that I may be found completely ready when.n^y 
Lord's niessenger shall come.for my soul." 

9. In the latter end of October he found himself a little 
restored, as appears by a letter written from •Madeley' 
on the 21st of that moQth, and addressed to Lady Mary 
Fitzgerald ; in which he says, << I have taken the bark for 
some days, and it seems to have been blessed to the re- 
moval of my spitting of blood. Time will decide whether 
it be a real removal, or only a suspension of that fymp- . 
torn. Either will- prove a blessing, as- his will is our 
health." With respect to his intended journey, he ob- 
serves to the same right honourable person :— ?" My bro- 
thers and sisters invite me to breathe once more my natal 
air ; and the physicians recommend to me a jonmey to 
the • continent. I wait for the last intimations of Provi- 
dence to determine me^io go. If I doj I shall probably 
pass through London, and in that case I could have the 
honour of waiting upon you.^ I say' probably, because I 
shall only follow my fnend, and a serious' family which 
goes to spend the winter in the south of France, or in' 
Spain ; and I do not yet know whether they design tP 
embark at Dover, or at some port in the west of England. 

" You have been afflicted," he farther add», " as well 
as myself. May our maladies yield' the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness — complete deadne^s to the world, and 
increased faith in the mercy, love, and power of Him, who 
supports under the greatest trials, and can make our 
extremity of weakness an opportunity of displaying the 
freenesa of his grace,, and the greatness of hia powen 
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Tell Mrs. G and Mrs. L that I salnte them under 

the cro§^ with the sympathy of a companion in trihula- 
tion ; and rejoice at the thought of doing it when the cross 
shall be exchanged for the crown. In the meantime, let 
us glory in the cross of our common Head, aiid fkmly 
believe, that he is exalted to give us whatever is best for 
us in life, in death, and for eii#r." 

The following observations, in the same letter, are also 
well worth attention :— 7" In order to live singly to God, 
the best method is to desire it with meekness ; to spread 
the desire in quietness before him who inspired it ; to 
offer him now aM we have and are, as we can ; and to 
enlarge our expectation, that he may. satisfy it with good 
things, with all his fulness, or that he may trj^ our patiencCf 
and teach us to know our total helplessness. With respect 
to. the weepii^ frame of repentance, and the joyous one 
of faith, they are both good alternately ; but the^ latter is 
the better of the two, because it enables us to do and 
suffer the will of €rod, and praise him, which honours 
Christ more ; both are happily- mixed. May they be;so 
in you, madam, and in your unworthy and obHged serv. 
ant, J. F." 

10. It was by thq advice of Mr. William Perronet,who 
had been so kind as to go from London to Bristol to visit 
him, that he to6k the bark* To him be writes, Novem- 
ber 19:— "May the Lord visit ydu when yoH shall be 
sick ] and may he raise you such kind friends, helpers^ 
and comforters^ as he had raised to me ! I have con- 
tinned to take the bark since^- you -went, and it seems to 
have been bdessed to me. My spitting of blood is almost 
stopped ; my breast stronger. - I am, I hope, better, upon 
the whole ; and if 1 d« not relapse, I may yet be able to 
preach, according to your dear father's prophecy. I 
hope to. have the pleasure of seeing and thanking you, 
sir, aad Dr. Turner, in my way to Dovfer, some time the 
weiBk after next. 

" O ! ray dear friend, Jesus is at the end of the race. 
Your dear brothera?* have run it out ; we follow them. 

* Messrs. Vincent and Charles Penronet, and some others of tho 
Rev. Mr. Perronct's children, who had died in great peace and 
triumph. 
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O! fbr more speed! more winged despaleh ! mere of tliat 
power that takes the kingdom of heaven by violence ! 
That the Lord would give us more power, and make us 
more faithful in the use of that wlncfa we have, is the* 
earo^st prayer of year obliged friend, J. F." * 

11. The time of setting out on liis journey to the 
continent being now fixed, he judged it proper* to explain 
himself more fully than he had done^ to some of his 
friends stt Madeley, and withal to signify his mind to them 
respecting ^ome temporal affairs depending there. He 
therefore wrote as follows to Messrs. TJiomas York and 
Daniel Esmonds, \^ho, it seems, for some time, assisted 
him in managing the secular concerns of the vicarage. 

** The debt of gratitude I owe to a dying sister, who 
once took a very long journey to see me, wjien I was ill 
in Germany, and whom I just stopped-*from coming, last 
tnnter, to Newington to nurse me ; the unanimous -advice 
of the physiciaiis whom 1 have consulted, and (he oppor. 
tunity of travelling with serious friends, have at last de- 
termined me to remove to a warmer climate. As it is ' 
doubtful, very doubtful, whether 1 shall be able to stand 
the journey ; and if I do, whether I shall be able to come 
back to England ; and if I come back, whether I shall 
be able to serve my Church, it is right to make what 
provision I can' to have it properly served while 'I live, 
and to secure some spiritual assistance to my serious 
parishioners when I shall be no more. 1 have attempted 
to build a house in Madeley Wood, about the eefntre of the 
parish, where I should be glad the children might be taught 
to read and write in the day, and the grown up people 
might hear the woid of God. in the eveniug, when they 
can get an evangelist to pr^uh it to" them ; and where 
the serious people might .assemble for sofcial worship 
when they have no teacher. 

'< This has involved me in some difficulties abov^ dis- 
charging the expense of that building, and paying for the 
ground it stands upon ; especially as my ill health has 
put me on the additional expense of an assistant. If I 
had strength, I would serve my Church alone, board as 
cheap as I could, and save what I could from the produce 
of the living to dear the debt, and leave that little token 
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of my love Gtee" horn encumbrances to my parishioners. 
But as Providence orders things otherwise, I have another 
object, which is to secure a faithful minister to ^erve the 
Church while I live. Providence has sent me ijj^ar Mr. 
Greaves, who loyes the people, and is loved by them. I 
should be glad to make him comfortable ;. and as all the 
care of the flock, by my illness, devolves upon him, I 
would not hesitate for a moment to let him have all the 
profit of the living, if it were not for the debt contracted 
about the room. My difiicttlty lies, then, between what I 
owe to my fellow labourer, and what I owe to my parish- 
ioners, whom I should be sorry to have burdened with a 
debt contracted for the room. 

" I beg you will let me know how the^>alance bi my 
account stands, that, some way or other, t may order it 
to be paid immediately ; for if the balance is against me, 
I could not leave England comTortably without having 
settled the. payment. A letter will settle this business, 
as well as if twenty friends were at the trouble of taking 
a journey ;. and talking is far worse for me than reading 
or writing. I do not say this to put a slight upon my dear 
friends. I should rejoice to see them if it would answer 
any end. 

. " TTen thousand pardons of my dear friends for troubling 
them with this sc»rawl about worldly matters. May God 
help us all so to settle our eternal concerns, that when we 
shall be called to go to our k>ng honu^ and heavenly 
country, we may be ready, and have our acquittance ^ 
along with us. I am quite tired wiUi writing ; neverthe- 
lessj I cannot lay by my pen without desiring my best 
Christian love to air my dear companions in tribulation, 
and neighbours in Shropshire." 

To another friend whom be had been also obliged to 
trouble in that way, his words are :— " Pardon the trouble 
I have given you in my temporal concerns ; it is more 
for the poor and the Lord than lor me. O ! my dear 
friend, let us pass through the things temporal so as not 
to lose the tilings etemalt Let us honour God's truth by 
b^ieving his word ; Christ's blood by hoping finnly in 
Divine mercy ; and all the Divine perfections by loving 
God with all our heasis, and one another as Christ loved us. 
My kind love to all the brethren on both sides the water. 
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" Go from me to Mrs. : tell her 1 charge her, in 

the name of God, to give up the world, to set out with all 
9peed for heaven, and to join the few that fear God about 
her. If she 'refuse,' call weekly, if not dail}', 'and warn 
her from me. Tell tiie brethren at Broseley that I did 
my body an injury the last time I preached to theni 
on the green ; but I do not repine at it if they took the 
warning, and have ceased to be neither Jbuot nor cold, and 
begin to be warm in zeal, love, prayer, and eveiy grace. 

Give my love to ^, tell him to make haste to Christ, 

'^and not to doze away his last days. 

" The physician has not yet given me up ; but t bless 
God, I do not w-alt for his farewell to give myself up to 
my God and ^^viour. I write by stealth, as my fnends 
here woiild have me forbear writing, and even talking ; 
but Iwill never part with my privilege of writing and 
shouting thanks be to God who giveth us the victory over 
sin, death, and the grave, through Jesus Christ t> To him 
be glory for ever and ever." 

12. The above letters manifest, is a striking light, his 
gratitude to his bene&ctora^ and his great love to his 
parishioners, aiid concern for their salvation. But the 
latter is discovered still more in the following pastoral 
address to them, written a few days before he left Bristol. 

" To the. brethren who hear the word of God in the parish 
church of MadeUy. 

*< My Deak Brsthjsen, — ^I thank you for the deckura- 
tion of your affectionate remembri^ce, which you have 

sent me by <, the messenger o^' your bsetherly love. 

As a variety of reasons, with which I shall not trouble 
you, prevent my coming to take my leave of you in per- 
son, permit me to do it by letter. The hopes of recover- 
ing a little strength to come and serve you again in thvi 
Gospel, make me take the adyice of the physicians, who 
say that removing to « drier air and warmer climate 
might be of great service to my health. I kiss the rod 
which smites me. I adore the Providence, which lays 
me aside ; and beg that by this long correction of my 
heavenly Father, I may be so pruned as to bring forth 
{nore fruit, if I am spared. 
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. ^I am more and move peraoaded that I have not de. 
clared unto you ounningly devised fablefi, and that the 
Goopel I have had the honour of preaching, thau^ feebly, 
among you is the power of God to aalvation to every one 
who believes it with the heart. God grant we may all be of 
that happy number ! Want of time does not permit me to 
give you more directions ; but if you follow those which 
fill the rest- of this page, they may supply the want of a 
thousand. Have every day lower thoughts of yourselves, 
hi^er thoughts of Christ, kinder thoughts of your bre* 
thren, and more hopeful thoughts of all around you. 
Love to assemble in the great Congregation,* and with 
your companions in tribulation; but above all, love to 
pray to your Father in seoret : to consider your Saviour, 
who says. Look unio me and be taved; and to listen for 
yewr Sanctifter and Comforter, who whispers, that As 
iitmda at the door, and knocks to ent^ into your inmost 
iouls, and to set up his kingdom of righteousness, peace, 
and joy, with Divine power, in your willing breasts. 
Wait ail the day long for his glorious appearing within 
you ; and, when you are togeuier, by suitable prayers^ 
proper hymns, and enlivening exhortations, keep up your 
earnest expeictatitm of his paHoniog and sanctifying love. 
Let not a drop satisfy you ; desire an ocean, at least a 
fountain springing up to your comfort in your own souls, 
and flowing towaid ail around you, in streams of l<yve and 
delightful instructions, to the consolation of those with 
whom you converse ; especially your brethren and those 
of your oioR houtehMa* Do not eat your morsel by your- 
selves, like selfish, niggardly people ; but whether you 
eat the meat that peria^eth, or that which endureth unto 
everiasting life, be ready to share it with all. Cast yqar 
bread upon the watem^ in a temporal ox spiritual sense, 
and it will ne« be lost. God will bless your seed sown, 
and it will abundantly increase. Let every one with 
whom you ccmverse be the better fbr your cosversatien* 
Be burning and shining lights wherever you are. Bet 
the fire of Divine love to the hellish stubble of sin. Be 
valiant for the truth. Be champions for love* Be sons 
of thunder against sin ; and sons of consolation toward 
humbled sinners. Be faithibl to your God, your king, 
and your masters* Let not the good ways of God bo 
19 
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blasphemed through any of you* Let your heavenly 
mindedness and your brotherly kindness be known to all 
men ! so that all who see you may wonder and say,- See 
lAw these people love one another ! 

^< You have need of patience as well as of faith and 
power. You must learn to svffeTy as well as to do the 
will of God. Do not, then, think it strange to pass through 
fiery trials ; they are excellent for the prcmng, purifying, 
and strengthening of your faith : only let your faith he 
firm in a tempest. Let your hope in Christ be as a sure 
anchor etui within the vail; and your patient love wiU 
soon outride the storm, and make you find there is a 
peace iA Christ and in the Holy Ghost which no man can 
give or take away. May that peace be abundantly given 
to you from our common Father, our common Redeemer, 
and our common Sanctifier, our edveniant God, whom we 
have so often vouched to be our God and our all, when 
we have been assembled together in his name. 

<< I leave this blessed island for awhile ; but I trust I 
shall never leave the kingdom of God, the Mount Sion, 
the New Jerusalem, the shadow of Christ's cross, the 
clefts of the rock smitten and pierced for us. ' There I 
entreat you to meet me. There I meet you in spirit. 
From thence, I trust, I shall joyfully leap into the ocean 
of eternity, to go and join those ministerii^ spirits who 
wait on the heirs of salvation : and if I am no more per> 
nutted to minister to you in the land of the living, I rejoice 
at the thought, thai I shall, perhaps, be allowed to ac. 
company the angelis who, if you continue in the faith, will 
be commissioned to carry your souls into Abraham's 
bosom. If our bodies do not moulder away in the same 

g^ve, our spirits shall be sweetly lost in the same sea of 
ivine and brotherly love. I hope to see you again in 
the flesh ; but my sweetest and firmest hope is to meet 
you where there are no parting seas, no interposing 
mountuns, no siclaiess, no death, no fear of loving too 
much, no shame for loving too little, no apprehension of 
bursting new vessels in our lungs, by indulging the joy 
of seeing, or the sorrow of lejaving our brethren. 

*^ In the meantime I earnestly recommend you to the 
pastoral care of the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, 
and to the brotherly care of one another, as well as to 
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the ministeiial care c^ my substitute. The amfhonty of 
k>ve which you allowed me to exert among you for edifi* 
cation, I return to you and divide among you; humbly 
requesting that you would mutually use it in warning the 
unruly, supporting the weak, and comforting all. Should 
F be spared to come back, let me have the joy of finding 
you all of one heart and one soul; continuing steadfast 
in the apostle's doctrine, in fellowship one with anoUier, 
and in communion with our sin-pardoning and sin-abhor- 
ring God. This you may do, through grace, by strongly 
believing in the atoning blood and sanctifying Spirit of 
Christ, our common head and our common life ; in whom 
my soul embraces you, and in whose gracious hands I 
leave both you and myself. ' Bear me on your hearts be- 
fore him in praying love ; and be persuaded that you are 
thus borne by, my dear brethren, yours, &c, J. F.'' 

13. Mr. Fletcher did not leave Brishngton till about 
the beginning of December, when h&set out for the south 
of France, in company with Mr. Ireland, two of his daugh* 
ters, and another family. While at Reading, on his way, 
he wrote as follows, to his friend suid father in Christ, 
the Rev. vicar of Shoreham : — 

« Reading, Dec. 2, 1777. 
** HoNOURSD AND Dear Sir, — I acknowledge, though 
late, the favour of your letter. I have given up the 
thought <^ going to my parish, and am now on the road 
to a warmer cUmate. The Lord, if it seem him good, 
may bless as much the change of air, as he has blessed 
the last remedy your son prescribed for me ;, I mean the 
bark. If I should mend a little, I would begin to have 
faith in your prophecy. In the meantime let us have 
^th in Christ, more faith day by day ; till all the say- 
ings of Christ are verified to us and in us. Should I go 
to Geneva, I shall inquire after the Swiss friends of my 
dear benefactors at Shoreham^ to whose prayers I humbly 
recommend myself and my dear fellow travellers, one of 
whom, my little god-daughter, is but eight weeks old. 
May God abundantly bless jou and yours, and reward 
you for all the kindness shown to, honoured and dear sir, 
your obliged and obedient son in the Gospel, 
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On the same sheet he "wrote as follows to ]lfi$s Per« 
I'onet :— 

<<My Dear FRi£»rDf — ^I snatch a moment upon the 
loady to acknowledge the favour of your letter, and to 
wish you joy in seeing the Lord is faithful in rewarding 
as well as punishing. I once met a gentleman, an infidel, 
abroad, who said, < Men have no faith : if they believed 
that, b3^ forsaking houses, lands, friends, dec, they should 
receive a hundred fold, they would instantly renounce 
all. For who would not carry all his money to the bank 
of heaven to receive a hundred fold interest^' The papists 
have made so bad a use of the rewardableness of works, 
that we dare neither preach it nor hold it in a Scriptural 
manner. For my part, I think, that if it were properly 
received, it would make a great alteration in the profess- 
ing world. You dare receive it ; try the mighty use of 
it ; and when you have fiilly experienced it, do not keep 
your light to yourself, but impart it to all widiin the reach 
of your tongue and pen. I am glad you see that, after 
all, every reward bestowed upon a reprieved sinner, has 
free grace for its foundation, and the blood of Christ for 
its mark. May the richest rewards of Divine grace be 
yours in consequence of the most exalted faithfulness ; 
and let me be^eech you to pray, that I may follow you, as 
you follow Christ, till our reward be full. That God may 
fill you with all his fulness, is the wish of, my dear friend, 
your obliged brother, J. F." 

14. When they arrived at Dover, theiwind, though fair, 
was too high to admit of their venturing out to sea inosne- 
diately. And I know not whether I ought to impute it to 
his great care to make the most of time, and snatch every 
moment of it for doing good, or to his great love to his 
peopfe, that he would not let this short opportunity pass 
without dropping a few more lines to the pious of his 
flock. To them he Writes : — " By the help of Divine Pro- 
vidence, and of your prayers, I have got safe to Dover ; 
and 1 find that the journey has, so far, been of service to 
me. I thought to have been in France by this time ; but 
the wind being high, though favourable, the mariners were 
afraid to leave the safe harbour, tost they should be driven 
on the Freneh clifis too fiercely. This delay gives me 
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an opportunity of writing a line to tell you that I shall 
bear you on my heart by sea and land ; that the earth i$ 
the Lord^Sy toith all the fulness thereof; that Jesus lives 
to pray for us ; and that ( still recommend myself to your 
prayers, hoping to hear of your order^ steadfastness, and 
, grpwth of faith toward Christ, and of love toward each 
other, which will greatly revive your affectionate friend 
and brother, J. F." 

He also wrote to Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood, before they 
set sail, as follows : — • 

^^Ten thousand blessings light upon the heads and 
hearts of my dear benefactors, Charles and Mary Green, 
wood ! May their quiet retreat at Newington become a 
bethel to them ! May their offspring be bom again there ! 
And may the choicest consolations of the Spirit visit their 
minds, whenever they retire thither from the busy city ! 
Their poor pensioner travels on, though slowly, toward 
the grave. His journey to the sea seems to him to have 
hastened, rather than retarded, his progress to his old 
mother, earth. May every providential blast blow him 
nearer to the heavenly haven of his Saviour's breast; 
where he hopes, one day, to meet all his benefactors, 
and among them, those whom he now addresses* O my 
dear friends, what shall I render ? What to Jesus ? What 
to you ? Mgy He, who invites the heavy laden, take 
upon him all the burdens of kindness you have heaped 
upon your Lazarofi ! And may angels, when you die, 
find me in Abraham's bosom, and bring you into miney 
that by all the kindness which may be shown in heaven, 
I may try to requite that you have shown to your obliged 
brother, J. F." 

15. On what day they sailed does not appear. But it 
•eeins they were not many hours in reaching Calais ; 
and according to a short account of the former part of 
their journey, given by Mr. Ireland, in a letter to a friend^ 
Aey left that place Dec. 12. " The north wind," says he, 
** was very high, and penetrated us even in the chaise. 
We put up at Breteuil, and the next day got to Abbeville ; 
whmce we were forced, by the miserable accommoda- 
tkfDM w« met with, to set out, though it was Sunday* Mr. 
19* 
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Fletcher and I used to lead the way : but now the oUier 
chaises got before uau Nine miles from Abbeville, our 
axletree gave way throagh the hard frost, and we were bo^ 
left to the piercing cold, on the side of a hill, without any 
shelter. After waiting an hour and a half we sent the 
axletree and wheels back to be r^aired ; and- leaving 
the body of the chaise under a guard, procured another 
to carry us to the next town. On the 15th, our chaise 
arrived in good repair. Travelling steadily forward 
(though the country was all covered with snow) on the 
27th we reached Dijon. During the whole journey, Mr. 
Fletcher showed visiUe marks of a recovery. He bore 
both the fatigue and piercing cold as well as the best of 
us. On the 31st we put up at Lyons, and solemnly 
closed the year, bowing our knees before the throne, 
which indeed we did not fail to do altogether, every day. 
January 4, 1778, we left Lyons, and came on the 9th to 
Aix. Here we rest : the weather being exceeding ime 
and warm. Mr. Fletcher walks out daily. He is now 
able to read and to pray with us every morning and 
evening. He has no remains of his cough, nor of the 
weakness in his breast. His natural colour is restored, 
and the sallowness quite gone. His appetite is good, and 
he takes a little wine." 

16. In another letter Mr. Irelsind writes thus : — " Soon 
after our arrival here, I rode out most days with my dear 
and valuable friend. He now and then complfuned of 
the uneasiness of the horse, and there were some remains 
of soreness in his breast. But this soon went oft*. The 
beginning of February was warm, and the warmth, when 
ke walked in the fields, relaxed him too much. But when 
the wind got north or east he was braced again. His 
appetite is good; his complexion as healthy as it was 
eleven years ago« As his strength increases he increases 
the length of his rides. Last Tuesday he set out on a 
journey of a himdred and twelve miles. The first day 
he travelled forty miles without feeling any fatigue. The 
third day he travelled fifty-five : he bore his journey as 
well as I did ; and was as well and as active at the end 
of it as at the beginning. During the day he cried out, 
* Help me to praise the hprd for his goodness : I never 
expected to see this day%' He now accepted a prendag 
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hivitalion to preach to thd Protestants here. He did so" 
on Sunday morning on these words : Examine yaurseheSy 
vdieiher ye be in the faith. For some days before, he was 
afraid he had done wrong in accepting the invitation. 
But, O! how shall I be able to express the power and 
tiberty which the Lord gave him ! Both the French and 
English were greatly affected : the word went to the 
hearts both of saints and sinners. If the Lord contmue 
his strength and voice (which- is now as good as ever it 
was) he has an earnest invitation to preach where we are 
going, near Montpelier. You would be astonished at the 
entreaties of pastors as weU as people. He has received 
a letter from a minister in .the Levine mountains, who 
intends to come to Montpelier, sixty miles, to press him 
to go and preach to his flock. He purposes to spend 
the next summer in his own country, and the following 
winter in these parts, or in some part of the south of 
France." 

17. According to Mr. Wesley: — "When he had a 
httle recovered his strength" (but whether at this time 
or' afterward, during his stay on the continent, is very 
doubtful) "he made a tour through Italy, and paid a 
visit to Rome. While he was here, as Mr. Ireland and 
he were one day going through one of the streets in a 
coach, they were in^Mtned, Hhe pope was coming for- 
ward, and it would be required of them to come out of 
the coach and kneel while he went by, as all the people 
did ; if they did not, in all probability the zealous mob 
would fall upon them, and knock them on the head.' 
But this, whatever might be the consequence, they flatly 
refused to do ; judging .the paying such honour to a man 
was neither better nor worse than idolidry. The coach- 
man was exceedingly terrified, not knowing what to do. 
However, at length he made a shift to turn aside into a 
narrow way. The pope was in an open landau. He 
waved his hands as if he had be.en swimming ; and fre- 
quently repeated these words, < God bless you all !' Mr. 
Fletcher's spirit was greatly stirred, and he longed to bear 
a public testimony against antichrist. And he would un- 
doobtedly have done it had he been able to speak Italian. 
He could hardly refrain from doing it in Latin, till he 
considered that imly the pdeats could have widerstood 
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him. One to whom he related this, saying, ^ If yoa had 
done this the multitude would have torn you in piecea i* 
he answered, I believe the pope himself would have 
prevented it; for he was a man of sense and hu. 
manity." 

18. While he was in the south of France, probably at 
Marseilles or Aix, and some time in the beginning of the 
spring, he wrote as follows to his curate, Mr. Greaves. 
As the letter is without date, the circumstances of time 
and place are rather uncertain :*- 

" My Very Dbab Bbotheb, — I am in daily expecta* 
tion of a line from you, to let. me know how you do, and 
how it goes with our dear flock ; but I doubt whether I 
shall stay long enough here to receive your letter. I 
received one yesterday from my second brother, who 
acquaints me that he was to set out the 23d of last months 
to come hither and take me to my native country, where 
my sick sister wants greatly to see me. If no accident 
has befaUen him by the way, I think he will be here the 
latter end of this week, or the beginning of next ; so that, 
please God, I shall set out next week from this place, 
where the winter has been uncommonly rainy and windy. 
We had even half an inch of snow, last week, but it was 
gone long before noon. The climate has, nevertheless, 
agreed with me better than England, and as a proof of 
it I need only tell you, that I rode last Friday from Hieres, 
the orange gardens of France, hither, which is near fifty 
miles, and was well enough to preach last Sunday in 
French, at the Protestant chapel. Two English clergy- 
men came to hear me there, and one of them takes these 
lines to England, where I hope they will find you in health 
of body and soul, growing in strength of faith, in finnness 
of hope, and fervency of love to God and man, and es- 
pecially to those whom you are tempted to think hardly 
of, if any such there be. . O, my dear brother, no religion 
will, in the end, do us and our people any good^ but that 
which * works by love,'— humble, childlike, obedient 
love. May that religion fill our souls, and influence all 
our tempers, words, and actions, and may the leaven 
leaven the whole lump : may St. James's peaceable reli- 
gion spread through all our parish. Please, at the first 
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conveaient opportunity, to read the following note in the 
church : — 

" John Fletcher sends' his best Christian love to the 
congregation that worships* God in the parish church at 
Madeley ; he begs the continuance of their prayers lor 
strength of body and mind, that he may be able (if it be 
the will of God) to serve them again in the Gospel. He 
desires them to return almighty God thanks for having 
enabled him to spenk again in public last Sunday, with- 
out having had a return c^ his i^itting of blood, which he 
considers as a token that his life may be spared a little, 
to go and exhort them to growin grace, in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in brotherly love, the best 
■ marks that we know God, and are in the faith df Christ. 

'^I hope, my dear brother, you are settled to your 
satisfaction, and 1 shall be glad to do what is in my power 
to make your stay at Madeley agreeable. I hope you 
read.sometimes in the study the copy of the exhortati<m 
given us by the ordinary, in which are these awful words: 
' Cease not from your labour, care, and diligence, till all 
those who are committed to your charge come to such a 
ripeness of age in .Christ that there be no room left among 
them for error in' doctrine or viciousness in life.' I wic^ 
you may have as much success as we desire ; but what* 
ever success we have, we must cast our bread upon the 
waters, though we should see as little fruit vlb he that said 
of old, ' I have laboured in vain :' for our reward will be 
with the Lord if not with men." 

Soon afler his brother conducted him from Montpelier 
to Nyon, the place of his nativity; Here he lived in that 
which was his father's house, in the midst of his affec. 
tionate relations, who took care that he should neither 
want the best advice, perhaps equal to any in Europe, 
nor any thing that could possibly contribute to the Aill 
recovery of his health. 

10. In a letter from thence to Mr. William Perronet, 
May 15, he observes : — *' The climate, and prospect, and 
fine roads, su«l pure air I enjoy here, had contributed to 
strengthen me a little, when an accident I think has 
pulled me back. About a month ago, something I was 
chewing got into my windfHpe, and caused a fit of cough- 
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iag, with the greatest efforts of the lungs for half an hour. 
I Uien began to spit blood again, and ever since I have 
had a bad cough, which has sometimes exercised me 
violently for an hour afler my first sleep. My cough, 
however, has been better again these two days, and I 
hope it will go off. I have hought a quiet horse, whose 
easy pace I can bear, and I ride much. Upon the whole, 
if my cough leave me I may yet recover my strength : 
but if it fix, it will probably be ihy last. The will of the 
Lord be done ! 1 have not ventured upon preaching since 
I came hither. It would be impossible for me now to go 
through it. If the weather should grow hot, I may at any 
time go to the hills, the foot of which is but five or six 
uules distant. I drink goats' milk, and have left off meat 
since the cough came on, but design eating a httle again 
at dinner." 

20. It appears that Mr. Ireland either accompanied 
him to Nyon, in Switzerland, along with his brother, or 
afterward met him at Macon, in Burgundy, where Mr. 
Fletcher was on the 17th of this same month, and from 
whence he wrote to the Rev. John and Charles Wesley, 
and gave a farther account of the state of his health, and 
of the declension 'of religion, and the prevalence of infi- 
delity in France. His letter is peculiarly worthy of a 
place in the memoirs of his life, as containing, may I not 
say, an evident prediction of events which have since 
taken place ? It is as follows : — 

" Rev. and Dear Sibs, — I hope that while I lie by, 
like a broken vossel,, the Lord continues to renew your 
vigour, and sends you to water his vineyard, and to stand 
in the gap against error and vice. I have recovered 
some strength, blessed be God,. since I came to the con- 
tinent ; but have lately had another attack of my old com* 
plaints. However, I find myself better again, though I 
think it yet advisable not to speak in public. . 
. " I preached twice at Marseilles, but was not permitted 
to follow the blow. There are few noble, inquisitive 
Bereans in these parts. The ministers in the town of my 
nativity have been very civil. They have offered me the 
pulpit ; but I fear, if I could accept the offer, if would 
soon be recalled* I am loath to quit this part of the field 

/ 
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without casting a stone at that giant, sin, who stalks about 
inth unconunon boldness. I shall, therefore, stay some 
months longer, to see if the Lord will please to give me a 
liUle more strength to venture an attack. 

^ Gaming and dress, sinful pleasure and love of money, 
unbelief and &lse philosophy, lightness of spirit, fear of 
man,, and love of the world, are the principal sins^by 
which Satan binds his captives in these parts. Material* 
ism is m>t rare ; Deism and Socinianism are very com- 
mon ; and a set of free-thinkers, great admirers of Voltaire 
and Rousseau, Bayle, and Mirabeau, seem bent upcm 
destroying Christianity and government. " ' With one 
hand (said a lawyer, who has written something against 
them) they shake the throne, and with the other they 
throw down the altars.* If we believe them, the world 
is the dupe of kings and priests. Religion is fanaticism 
and superstition. Subordination is slavery and tyranny. 
Christian morality is absurd, unnatural, and impractica- 
ble ; and Christianity the most bloody religion that ever 
was. And here, it is certain, that by the example of 
Christians, so calledy and by .our continual disputes, they 
have a great advantage, and do the truth immense mis- 
chief. Popery will certainly fail in France^ in ^his or the 
next century ; and I make no doubt, God will use these 
vain men to bring about a* reformation here, as he used 
Henry YIII. to do that work in England : so the mad- 
ness of his «iemies shall, at last, turn to his praise, and 
to the furtherance of his kingdom. 

'< In the meantime it becomes all lovers of the truth to 
make their heavenly tempers, and humble peaceful love, 
to shine before all men, that those mifpty adversaries, 
seeing the good works of professors, "hiay glorify their 
Father who is in heaven, and no more blaspheme that 
worthy name by which we are caft#l Christians ! 

"If you ask what system these tiien stdopt? I answer, 
that some build on Deism a morality founded on seHf-prt^ 
nervation, self-interest^ and self -honour. Others laiwh at 
ail morality, except that, the neglect of which mmtfiy 
disturbs society ; and external order is the decent cijver- 
ing of Fatalism, while Materialism is^^their system. 

** O, dear aurs, let me entreat you, in these dangerous 
days, to use your wide influence, with unabated zeal, 
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against thea cheme of these modern Celsuses, Porphyries, 
and Julians ; by calling all professors to think and speak 
the same things, to love and embrace one another, and 
to stand firmly embodied to resist those daring men ; many 
of whom are already in England, headed by the admirers 
of Mr. Hume and Mr. Hobbes. But it is needless to say 
this to those who have made, and continue to make SBch 
a stand for vital Christianity ; so that I have nothing to 
do but pray that tlie Lord would abundantly support and 
strengthen you to the , last, and make you a continued 
comfort to his enlightened people, loving reprovers of 
those who might mix light and darkness, and a terror lo 
the perverse ; and this is the cordial prayer of, Rev. and 
dear sirs, your affectionate son, and obliged servant in 
the Gospel, J. F.^' 

^* P. 8. I need not tell you, sirs, that the hour in which 
Providence shall make my way plain to return to Eng- 
land, to unite with the happy number of those who feel 
<nr seek the power of Christian godhness, will be welcome 
to me. ' O favoured Britons ! Happy Would it be for 
them if they knew their Gospel privileges ! My relations 
in Adam are all very kind to me ; but the spiritual rela- 
tions, whom God has raised mh in England, exceed 
them yet. Thanks be to Christ, and to his blasphemed 
religion!" 

21. In a letter to Dr. Conyers, written from the amne 
place, the day following, in which he mentions having 
sent him his tract, called The RedondHaUony and lurges 
him to labour to^promote peace and unanimity among the 
disciples of Christ, be adds, concerning die French infi* 
dels, '< If you saw with what boldness the false philoso. 
phers of die continent, who are the apostles of the age, 
attack Christianity, and represent it as one of the worst 
religions in the world, and fit on^y to make the professors 
of it murder one another, or at least to contend among 
themselves ; and how they urge our disputes to make the 
Gospel of Christ the jest of nations, and the abhorrence 
of all .flesh ; you would break through your natural 
timidity, and invite^^l our brethren ih the ministry to do 
what the herds do on the Swiss mountains, when wolves 
attack them ; instead of goring one another, they uaite» 
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ted form a close bftttalion, and face the commoa enemy 
oa ail sides. What a shame would it he, if cows and 
bulls showed more prudence, and more regard for union, 
than Christians and Gospel ministers!" 

22« Here he took leave of Mr. Ireland, and, in order 
to i^orten. his journey back to Nyon and enjoy new pros- 
pectSy ventured to cross the mountains which separate 
France from Switzerland. This was of bad consequence. 
For "on the third day of the journey," says he, "1 found 
an unexpected trial : a large hill, whose winding roads 
were so steep, that thougl^ we fed the horses with bread 
and wine, they could scarcely draw the chaise, obliged 
me to walk in all th^ steepest places. The climbing 
lasted several hours, the sun wais hot, I perspired violently, 
and the next day 1 spit blood again. I have chiefly kept 
to goats' milk ever since, and hope I shall get over this 
death also, because I find myself, blessed be God, better 
again, and my CQUgh is neither frequent nor violent." 

23. In the former part of this year, (1778,) a lettier 
was written to the Rev. Mr. Ferronet, informing him that 
there was a valuable estate at his native place, which 
properly belonged to him, and which might easily be 
recovered, if he seat one of his sons to claim it. All his 
friends, whom he consulted on the occasion, judged this 
iBforroation was not to be slighted. And bis youngest 
son, Mr. William Ferronet, the surgeon and apothecary, 
frequently mentioned above, was willing to imdertake the 
journey. But before he set out he wrote to Mr. Fletsher, 
desiring his advice. Fart of his oaswer was as follows : — 

" Nyon, June 2, 1778. 
" While I write to you to make your tide clear to a 
precarious estate on earth, permit me to remind you of 
the heavenly inheritance entailed upon believers. The 
will (the New Testament) by which we can recover it, 
is proved ; the court is equitable ; the Judge loving and 
gracious. To enter on the possession of part of the estate 
here, and of the whole hereafler^ we need only to believe^ 
and prove, evangelically^ that we are believers. Let us 
set about it now with earnestness, witk perseverance, and 
with full assurance, that through faith we shall infallibly 
eany oar eatise. Alas! wh*t are estates or crowns, to 

20 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



|rt(M aiMi glory T The Lord grant t}iat we, and afl o«t 
nriends, may ciiooBe the better part, iviuch your broker, 
my dear friend, so hap|nly «hoee. And may we firmly 
stand to the choice, as he did, to the last« My best re. 
tpects wait upon your dear fathet, your sisters, and nieces. 
God reward your kindness to me upon them ali ! 

" This is a delightful coimtry. If you come to see it, 
and claim the estate, iMing all the papers and memorials 
your father can collect, and come to share a pleasant 
apartment, and one of the finest prospects in the world; 
in the house where I was bom. I design to try this fine 
air some months longer. We have a fine ehady wood 
near the lake, where 1 can ride m the c6ol all the day, 
and enjoy the singing of a multitude of birds. But this, 
though sweet, does not come up to the singing of my dear 
firiends in Engkmd. There I meet them in spirit several 
hours in the day. God bless my dear friends*^ 

A little after this he says lo another friend :-^<' The 
birds of my fine wood have almost done singing ; but I 
ftave met with a parcel cf ehikhren, whose hearts seem 
tamed toward singing the ptuises of God, and we mng 
efvery day from four to five. Help ns by your prayers. 
One of them received, I hope, the love of C^oist dits 

Aboat tho' same time he wrdte to Dr. Turner, as fi^. 
lows: — 

* Should I gotber strottgth, I should, under God, ac- 
knowledge jfott, dear sir, as the instrument of that bless, 
ing, as you were above twenty years ago. Ten thousand 
thanks I render to you, sir, and to Mr. Perronet, for your 
kind and generous care and attendance. May God 
reward you both by be&rtowing upon you all the blessings 
which can make iifb happy, deam comfortable, and eter- 
nity delightfiil and glorious ! May the richest cordials of 
Divine love, and the balm of Gilead, aTSaviour^s precious 
blood, revive your souls and comfort your hearts ! And 
in your every want, and extremity, may you both find 
such tender helpers and comforters as have been found in 
you by, dear mr, yonr most obliged, though unwortfiy 
patient and servant,^ J. F," 

^. It Appears by a letter of his to Mr. Irefauid, dated 
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My 15» tikat lie conlinued to recover, and tbat he finled 
Mt to UM bis strength as fiurt as he gained k. ** I have 
vestoired,'* says he, ^^ to preaeh once, and to expound 
ttoeo in the church^ Onr ministers are very kind, and 
pieaoh to the purpose : a young one of this town gave 
us hitely a very excellent Gospel sermon. Grown up 
people stand fiist in their stupidity, or in their self-rigfat- 
eeasneas. The day I preached I met with some children 
in ray wood, walking or gathering strawberries. I spoke 
te ^em about our Father, onr common Father. Wc felt 
h touch of brotherly a^ection. They said they would 
tmg to theiv Father as well as the birds ; and Allowed 
me ; attemptisg te make ^uch melody as you know is 
commonly made m these parts. I outrode thein, but 
some of them bad the patienee to follow me home, and 
said they would ^peak with me ; but the people of the 
house stopped them, saying, I would not be troubled with 
c)»ldren. They cried, and said, They were sure I would 
not say so, for I teas Ikeir good brother. The next day 
when I heard it, I inquised afler them, and invited them 
to come to me ; iHai>Gh they have dctie every day since, 
t nmke them little hymtts, which they ang. Some of 
them- are under sweet drawings^ . Yesterday I wept for 
joy on hearing ooe of them speak of conviction of sin, 
«ad joy wispeakable in Christ which had followed, as an 
i»perienced behevef would do in BrietoL Last Sunday 
I met them in the wood ; ^lere were one hundred of them, 
and as maay aduhs* Our first pastor has since desired 
ate to desist from preaching in the wood (for I had ex* 
heated) for fear of giving uinbrage ; and I have complied 
Stem a concurrence of ciircumstaDces which are net woitfa 
mentioning : i therefore meet tiiem m my father'^ yard. 

** In one of tny letters I promised you some anecdotes 
eonceming the death of our two great philosophers, Vol« 
taire and Rousseau. Mr. Tronchin, the physiciaa of the 
MsB of Orleans^ being sent for to attend Voltaire in his 
iDness at Paris, Voltaire saad to him, * Sir, i desire yon 
would save my life : I will give you the half of my fortune 
if yott will lengthen out my days only for mx months, if 
not, I shall go to the devil, and shaH carry you away 
along with me.' 

«*itoiM8eaa died more decenfly^ ae ftdl of himself as 
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Voltaire was of die wicked one. He paid that attention 
to nature and the natural aun which the Chriatiaii paji 
to grace and the Sun of righteousness. These were 
some of his last words to his wife, which I copy from a 
printed letter circulating in these parts : ^ Open the win. 
dow that I may see the green fields once more. How 
beautiful is nature ! How wonderful is the sun ! See what 
glorious light it sends forth ! It is God who calls roe. 
How pleasing is death to sk. man who is not conscious of 
. any sin ! O God ! my soul is now as pure as when it first 
came out of thy hands : crown it with thy heavenly bliss !* 
God deliver us from self and Satiui, the internal and the 
external fiend. The Lord forbid we should fall into the 
snare of the Sadducees, with the former of these two 
famous men, or into that of the Pharisees with the latter. 
Farewell in Jesus. J. F." 

25. We may infer, I think, from these, and divers 
other extracts of letters which appear in this work, under 
Mr. Fletcher's own hand, that the following aecoiurt by 
Mr. Gilpin is perfectly correct : — *'Asdo«ing Mr. Fletcher's 
abode in England, his attachment to his absent country, 
men was daily expressed in fervent prayer, and frequently 
in afiectionate. epistles addressed to those among them 
whose situation and abilities might have rendered them 
eminently useful to the Church; so when present with 
them, his affectionate concern for their happiness was 
evinced by the most indefatigable exertions for their ad- 
vancement in religion and virtue. When he was, to all 
appearance, in dying circumstances, even in those sea- 
sons, the entreaties of friends, the advice of physicians, 
together with his bodily infirmities, were found insufficient 
to restrain him from the exercise of his ministry. His 
manner of employing himself among them is modestly 
expressed in an apology which he once thought it neces^ 
saiy to make for his conduct upon those occasions ; from 
which the following passage is extracted : — * Aglicted with 
a dangerous disease, and obliged .to entrust the care of 
my church to a substitute, with the permission of my 
superiors, I came to this place on a visit to my kinsmen ; 
and especially for the purpose of breathing my native air^ 
which the physicians, after having ahready exhausted tl»ir 
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Mft in ny fiKvour, considered as the loot remedy tfasl re- 
Mined to be tried with any hope of sacceas* Upon my 
anriirai the pastors of Nyon, to the first of whom I hare had 
the honour of being known for these six and thirty years, 
sUtgingly of&red me tiie use of their pulpit8> if my health 
dioald permit me to preach. Rut after apfKHnting difier- 
est days, on which I hopsd to have taken the advantage of 
their friendly offers^ by repeated returns of my wealmessi 
i was prevented from fiilfilling my engagements. I have, 
however, preached diree or four dmss: but observing in 
myself, during those exercises, a want of strength to 
eecapy the piiSpit with that power and dignity whiefa ase 
eiqpeeted in a preacher wh(^ appears before a polished 
audience, I considered it salher as my duty, wiUi the 
permission, and under the inspection of our pastors, with* 
out ascending the pulpit, to give some fiuniUar instruc* 
tioDB to such children and oth»n as were disposed to 
receive them ; offering in a room from time to time oc« 
eaaional reflectioas, either upon some book of piety or 
some passage of Holy Scripibiire.' Sueh were his cus* 
tomary employments during his sesidence at Nyoa. And 
to these pious exercises he ^votedhis remaining strength, 
Urith that assiduity and pecseveran^ which Abundantly 
manifested how little he regarded either ease or health 
when they caSM in competitiiOD with the advantage and 
welfine of his countrymen." 

. ^. But while he engaged himself with so much loai 
m the service of his eountvymen at large, among hm 
Unsmen and firicnds, his benevolent labours word still 
more ahundaatk He exjMressed the most vehement de*^ 
aires, and employed the most strenuous effiuiB, duit the 
«hole circto of his §mnia might become a people ** feas« 
ing God, and wortang ri^eooaness.^ He tMteonished 
them with the authoriHr of a minister, and MitreatBd theni 
with the gentleness of a biotheri mimng both his admo. 
ttitioBS and entreaties wiibmanyafiectienaie tears* When 
he perceived in any of them aainehaalion to linger, either 
in Che darkness of Deis^i, or in the mazi^of disnpationi 
like Ike deUvereraof Let, he wouU stveteh. enb bis heml, 
and endeavour, wiAt a pious viol«Doe, lo^ rsseue them 
tan Ike dangem to wUeh they ivere exposed. And> on 
tfas&Mker boM, vkea ke diseosered im asiy of thisf ' 
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the least disceniible tokens either of godly sorcow x>r oC 
holy desire, he would give a loose to &e fervours of that 
holy joy which is manifested on sixmlar occasions in ike 
presence ef the angels of God, 

27. " But, perhaps, it is impossible to ^ve any just idea 
of the extraordinary concern he expressed for the esta- 
blishment of his near relations in the faith of the Gospelj 
except in his own words. The following passages, trans- 
lated from an epistle which he formerly addressed to his 
brother, the assessor, will set this amiable part of his dis. 
position in a just point of view. After lamenting that he had 
passed so great a part o£ his own life in the vain pursu^ 
of the world, he continues, — ^ And are you not constrain, 
ed, my dear brother, to make the same lamei^tations with 
me ? Yes, I cannot but indulge a hope that God will hear 
my prayers, that he will have some regard to the tears 
with which I wet this paper, and that, while you are read- 
ing these lines, his grace will operate upon your heart* 
If you (^id but know how much joy there would be in 
heaven for your conversion ; if you could but conceive 
what transports of gratitude would overflow your heart 
and mine ; if you were but sensible how my bowels are 
moved for you ; surely then, without a moment's delay, 
you would submit to the grace of that Saviour who is 
even now speaking in your heart. And can you still 
hold out, my dear brother? And are you so. entire an 
enemy to your own happiness, so insensible, so hard, as 
to decline making a fuU surrender of yourself to God? 
I will hope better things of you, through die grace of our 
common Saviour. O may that grace overwhelm thy 
heart, and melt down all thy hardness ! As we are of 
one blood, let us also be of one heart and one soul. Do 
not reject, I conjure you, my brotherly, counsels and sup«^ 
ptications. Do not.refuse to come where so much felicity 
awaits you, because pressed to it by a person who is 
« unworthy to bring you the invitatkon. We have passed 
«ur infancy and our youth beneath > the same, roi^ and 
under the same masters. We have bocne the sane 
fatigues, and tasted the same pleasures. Why then e^ould 
we be separated now?. Why shoiid they be. divided, 
who, by nature, habit, and friond^p, have been so l<^ 
united ? I have undertaken a journey to tho New tea* 
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•nJeni : O suffer me not to go thither alone. Let neither 
the fatigues, nor the length of the way, affiight you. We 
shall be provided, even in the desert, with heavenly 
manna and streams of living water. God himself shall 
go before us as in a pillar otfire, and, under the protec« 
tion of his wings, we may walk without fear, through the 
valley of the shadow of death. Come then, my dear bro. 
ther ! I am most unwilling to leave you behind. Come ; 
aupport me ; go before me ; encourage me ; show me 
the way ; I feel the want of a faithful companion and a 
Christian friend. Sufier me to throw myself at your . 
feet, to embrace your knee^, and to wash them with the 
tears which are now streaming from my eyes. I ask no 
part of your temporal possessions ; but I entreat you to 
seek after an eternal inheritance. I desire neither your 
gol<l nor your silver : but I am anxious that you should 
share my' joy. I am solicitous that you should accom- 
pany me to MouM Zwu^ to the city of the living God;,-^ 
Ibat you should mix in that immmerahle company of 
angels who worship there, and be counted in the general 
assembly and Church of the firstborn. In short, I am 
anxious, my dear brother, that you should come with me, 
lo have your name written in the book of life, and be 
made free of that holy city, which shall one day descend 
from Grodout of heaven. I have a presentiment that you 
will, at last, submit to the easy yoke of Christ, and that, 
after you are converted, you will strengthen your bre- 
thren. Do not tell me again, that piety is usually the 
portion of younger brothers, since I read, in the Old 
Testament, diat every first-bom male should be conse- 
crated, in a peculiar manner, to God. Let me rather 
entreat you to take the advantage of your situation. Be at 
least as far beyond me in piety, as you are in years $ 
and, instead of feeling any jealousy upon this account, 
my pleasure will be augmented in the great day of our 
liord Jesus Christ, to see myself placed at your feet.'" 

These quotations may serve as a specimen of tke 
manner in which Mr. Fletcher was accustomed to ex- 
press his ardent desire, in different degrees, fbr the spi- 
ritual prosperity of his countiymen, his friends, and his 
brethrein. 

S8. In the meantime, wiule Mr. FhtehM was thus 
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labofuringa eTen bevond his strength, aecoidiog to Ih^' 
opportiiaity afforded him, to be useful to his. own country* 
men^ be was not unmijidfnl of bis dear, flock at Mad^y*. 
In a letter written about this time, aoMing other importaal 
observations and advices, he says: — "I am yet in tb» 
httd of the living, to prepare, with you, for the land whei?s 
there is life tDt&ou^ deOffi^ praising without weariness erf" 
the flesh, and loving without separation* There I once 
more challenge you to meet me, with all the mind thai 
was in Christ ; and may not one hoof be left behind ! 
May there not be found one Demas among you, tuming 
aside from the little flock and the narrow way, to love 
and follow this present, periclhing world. M^y thece nel 
be one Esau, who, for a frivolous gratification, sold hiv 
btftbrigbt ; nor another wife of Lot, who looked back for 
(he good things of the city of destruction, and v^s puawfa*> 
ed by a judgment almost as fiiariid as tlmt.of Aiiasis^ 
Siypphira, and Judas. My dea^ companions, let us* he 
eonsuUiHt ; let us seek first the kiegdom of God aail 
his righteousness, and all other thin|^, upen your diSi^ 
geJUf frugal^ secondary endetttxnirs, lE^ail be added u»(e 
you. Let us live daily, more and. more, upon the &ee 
love of oour igracious Cremator and Preserver, the graee 
and righteousness of our atoning Redeemer and Mediae 
ter» ner let uf stop sJiMrt of the powerftd joyous infiuenee^ 
of our ComS^eac and Sanctifler^ 

"Bear dm on yenr hearts^ as I de you upon ma»i 
and meet we alt in the heart of Christ, who is the ceotes 
of our union, and eur common heed; huoddy leaving it 
te him, tsAeii and tehete we shall meel again.. Farewell 
in Clunst till we meet in t,he flesh around his table, or ia 
the spirit around his thfone. I am your afflicted, com^ 
forted brother^ J. F." 

July 18, he writes tileio to the Bev. Mr^ €b!eave% en*. 
trusted with the oversight. <^ them» aad obsexsea.: — ^'^I 
taist you lay yourseU'out in lenglih aini bmadth f<n: the 
good of the flioek eemmiited to your care^ I should be 
gbd to hear thai stt the flO«k gsow in grace, and that the 
little fleck (thpfie united, m ChrietiaA MowbImp) grov ia 
humble love* 

^Sfk ^gi^mmklp i^ed th^ M01M9 luitoiia fbeiChioDch : 
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*John Fletcher begs a farther interest in the prayers of 
the congregation of Madeley ; and desires those who 
assemble to serve God in the Church, to help him to 
return public thanks to almighty God for n!iany merciea 
received ; especially for being able to do every day a 
little ministerial daty, which he considers as an earnest 
of the strength he should be glad to have, to come back 
soon, and serve them in the Gospel ; which he designs 
to do, piease God, in some months. In the meantime he 
beiseeches them to serve God as Christiails, and to love 
one another as brethren ; neglecting no means of grace, 
and rejoicing in all the hopes of glory/ 

*f I hope, my dear brother, that you remember my re- 
quest to you, in my letter from Dover ; and that you are 
giad of every possible help to do the people good. The 
harvest is great, the labourers are but comparatively few. 
Pray the Lord to send more labourers into his harvest ; 
and rejoice when he sends us any who will help us to 
break up the fajjlow ground. My Idve to all our kind 
neighbours, and to the preachers, whom I beg you will 
diank in my name. 

** Be pleased, when you have an opportunity ^ to read 
the following note to the societies at Madeley, Dawley, 
and the Banks :— 

* My Dear Brethren,-^! hope you have no need of 
a line to assure you of the continuance of my brotherly 
k>ve for you. We are called to grow in grace, and, con- 
sequently, in love, which is the greatest of all Christian 
graces. Your prayers fof my atoul and my body have not 
been without answer. Blessed be God ! glory be to his 
rich mercy in Christ, I live yet the life of faith ; and as 
to ihy body, I recover some strength ; which rejoices me 
the more, as I hope a good Providence will make way for 
my laying it out, in inviting you to leave the things which 
are behind, and to press, with earnestness^ unity, and 
patience, toward the mark of our heavenly calling in 
Christ. God bless you all, with all the blessings brought 
to the Church by Christ Jesus, and by the other Com- 
forter! Fare ye all well in Jesus; and remember, at 
the throne of grace, your affectionate brother and senr- 
ant in Christ, J. F/** 
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29. Mr. FkteberV recovery, however, was txn viny 
jdk>w. Ott the 15th «f Septen^r foltowing, we fiad hiiiQ 
Aetaiowledging that he had ** stiU very trying, feverieh 
oil^y'aod aething bu^ ferced evacuatione." He addsi 
however, " I am kept in peace of miad, resigned to God's 
will, who afflicts me for my good^ 4mA justly sets me 
aside for my unfMrofitableness. Well, though I aia a 
bruised vessel, yet I rest on him. He does not break 
me ; yea, he comforts me on every side. His grace 
within, and his people without, turn my trying circum-i 
stances into matter of praise." The reader will easily 
believe, that although he speaks thus, he was very far 
from being laid aside for hb unprofitableness as a brokea 
vessel. The very same day in which he uses that Ian.* 
guage he writes as follows to Mr. Ireland : — 

'< My Vsby Deak Fbiettd,— -I am just returned from an 
excursion I made wilb tny brother, through the fine vale in 
the midst of the high hills which divide France from this 
country. In that vale we found three lakes,- oiie on 
French ground, and two on Swiss; the largest is six 
nules long and two wide. It is the part of the country 
where indw^ is most apparent^, and where populatimi 
thrives best. The inhabitants are chiefly woodme&t 
coopers, watchmakers, and jewellers. They told me 
they had the best singini^, aobd the best preacher in the 
country. I asked if any sinners w^jpe converted under 
his ministry ? They stared, and asked what I meant bjr 
conversion ? When I had exphiined myself, they said, 
< We do not live in the time of miracles.' 

<^ I was better satisfied in passing through a part of the 
vale which belongs to the king of France. I saw a pro. 
digious concourse of people, and supposed they kept a 
fair, but was agreeably surprised to find three mission, 
aries, who went about as itinerant preachers to he^ the 
regular clergy. They had been there already some day^ 
and were three brothers, who preached morning and 
evening. The evening service opened by what they 
called a em^erence. One .<^ the missionaries took the 
pulpit, and the parish .priest proposed questions to hun^ 
.which he answered at &I1 length, and in a very edifying 
manner, . The subject was the unlawfulness and the mis* 
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oiii^of those methedd by which persons oflWer^nt sexes 
lay snaires for each other, and corrupt each ofcer's morals. 
The subject was treated Ivith delicacy, propriety, and 
Initii. The method was admirably w«ll calculated to 
draw and fix the attention of a mixed multitude. This 
conference being ended, another missionary took the 
pulpit. His text was our Lord's description of the day 
of judgment. Before the sermon all those who for the 
press could kneel, did, and sung a French hymn, to beg 
a blessing upon the word; and indeed it was blessed. 
An awful attention was visible upon most, and for a good 
part of the discourse, the voice of the preacher was almost 
lost in the cries and bitter wailings of th^ atidience. When 
the outcry begun, the preacher was describing the de- 
parture of the wicked into eternal fire. They urged that 
God was merciful, and that Jesus Christ had shed his 
blood for them. * But that mercy you have slighted, (re- 
plies the Judge,) and now is the time of justice; that 
blood you have trodden under foot, and now it cries for 
vengeance. Know your day,— slight the Father's mercy 
and the Son's blood- no ledger.' I have seen but once or 
twice congregations as much a^Tected in England. 

** One of our minist^s being ill, I ventured a second 
time into the pulpit last Sunday ; and the Sunday before 
I preached six miles off to two thousand' people in a jail 
yard, where they were come to see a poor murderer two 
days before his execution. I was a Uttle abused by the 
ba^ffon the occasion, and refused the liberty of attending 
the poor man to the sOafibld, where he was to be brokeit 
on the wheel. I hope he died penitett. The day before 
he suffered, he isA^ he had broken his irons, and thal^ 
as he deserved to die, he desired new ones to be put on, 
lest he should be tempted to make his escape a second 
time. 

** You ask, What I design U> do ? I propose, if it be the 
Lord's will, to spend the winter here, to bear my testi. 
mony against the trade of my countrymen. 

*< In the spring I shall, if nothing prevent, return te 
England vHl^ you, or with Mr. Perronet, if his afTaifs are 
settled, or alone, if other Ways fell. In the meantime 1 
rejoice with you in Jesoa, and in ^e glorious ho^ of that 
complete salvation his faithAi^ness has promised, and his 
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power caoiil^er be at a loss to bestow* We must be 
saved by faitli and hope^ till we are saved by perfect love, 
and made partakers of heavenly glory. 
, " I ara truly a. stranger here. Well then, as strangers, 
let us go where we shall meet the assembly of die right- 
eotts, gathered in Jesus, Farewell in him, you and yours, 

"J. F.' 

30. In the latter end of the year Mr. William Perronet 
set out for Switzerland. Afler a fatiguing journey, as he 
writes to his father, he arrived at Nyon, December 11, 
and had the pleasure of finding Mr. Fletcher '^ in pretty 
good health, save some little weakness, and an inflamma- 
tion in his eyes.-'' In a letter he wrote from thence to 
Mr. Greenwood, be gives the following &rther account 
of Mr. Fletcher. '- 

There is something in the beginning of his letter which 
is a little humorous ; but this the candid reader will easily 
excuse. It runs thus : — • 

^< Dbas Sib, — ^As you desire of me to send you some 
account of my journey, now I am a little settled, I will do 
it in the best maimer I am able. 

** I set out from London on iNiesday, November the 
17th« We arrived at Dover about three on Wednesday 
morning ; embarked on Thursday ; and arrived at Calais 
in about three hours. 

<* Though it was in war time, yet we did not meet with 
the least incivility, either here or in any part of France. 
But the badness of the inns makes the travelling through 
tbts country disagreeable. The rooqis in general are so 
dirty as to be fitter for swine than men. Each room, both 
above and below stairs, is provided wil^ tw^ three, or 
four beds, and they are so high as to require steps to get 
up to them. For there is on each bed, first, a monstrous 
canvass bag stuffed with a liugo quantity of straw ; over 
this a feather bed, and on this as many mattresses as the 
host can furnish. But the worst is, the sheets are not 
damp, but rather downright wet. Yet the good woman 
l^ould constantly scold us if we attempted to dry ttuem, 
even at our own fire ; insisting upon it that it was impose 
sible they should be damp at all. 
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^ At table every one us fbrnished with a spoon and a 
fesk, but with no knives. And in general they are not 
needful: for both fleah and veget»iles are so stewed 
down as to be properly termed spoon meat. However^ 
at the meanest inn every one is provided with a clean 
napkin : and both after dinner and after supper there is 
a fine desert of fruit. 

** We travelled* early and late e yet having but one set 
of horses, we were a whole week in getting to Paris. In 
Paris all is gayety and finery : but without the least idea 
of neatness. The scarcity of water is one excuse for the 
general want of cleanliness, both in their persons and 
houses. 

**Chi Tuesday, December 8, we dined atPortallier; 
die prettiest town in all France. The reason of which 
is, being burned down some years ago, it was rebuilt by 
the late king. The next morning we entered Switzer- 
land, stepping over a brook, which divides Switzerland 
firom France. On the French side of the brook is a cross ; 
on the other a pillar with the arms of Switzerland. In 
the evening we arrived at Lausanne, a famous old town. 
Here I remained the next day, and on Friday, the 11th, 
went on to Nyon, where I had the pleasure of finding 
our dear friend in pretty good health and spirits. Mr. 
Fletcher's house is a fine large building, agreeably situ* 
ated. It is in the form of a castle, and is supposed to 
have been built five -hundred years ago. 

** In .passing through France, how bitterly did I regret 
the want of the Sunday service ! And it was not much 
better with me when I came into Switzerland. For I 
understood so little of their language that I could not 
profit much by the public service. Indeed this loss is in 
«orae measure made up by the company and conversa- 
tkm of Mr. Fletcher ; who, however engaged he is the 
greater part of the day, is generally so £nd as to spend 
a little time with me in the evening in prayer and con- 
v^csatioUk 

** His chief delight seems to be in meeting his little 
society of children. And as he is exceeding fond of 
them, they appear to be altogether as fond of him. He 
seldom ei&er walks abroad or rides out, but so^'qf them 
follow him ; singing the hynms they have learned, and 

21 
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coDTeraing with him by the way. But you must not sup- 
pose that he is permitted to enjoy this happiness unmo- 
lested. Not only the drunkards make songs on him and 
his little companions, but many of the clergy loudly 
complain of such irregular proceedings. However, he 
is upon good terms with the three ministers of the place ; 
all of whom are not only serious men, but desirous of 
promoting true religion." 

31. In another letter, dated Dec. 31, 1778, he says, 
'< Mr. Fletcher is better, I think, than when he left Eng- 
land, but he frequently puts his strength to too severe a 
trial, by meeting his little society, «omposed of children, 
and some grown persons : his frequent ccmferences with 
one or two "serious ministers in this parish, and other 
exercises of a like nature ; and as soon as ever he ven- 
tures to preach, his spitting of blood returns. He has 
had a return of it once or twice since I have been here. 
Whenever this happens, his strength and spirits decay 
surprisingly ; which he cannot in any wise recover but 
by lying by for some days." 

In the same letter he observes, <^Mr. Fletcher has 
taken the pains to translate all my papers into French, 
and his brother, who is a sensible worthy man^ has as- 
sisted in that, and in consulting with the lawyers, and 
last of all, in drawing up a clear statement of the case, 
which he proposed laying before those gentlemen at 
Geneva who have taken possession of liie estates. Yes- 
terday we all set out on this business to Chateau d*Oex, 
(the birth place of the Rev. Mr. Perronet's father,) which 
is My-seven miles from hence, (Nyon,) and situated in 
the midst of the mountains : but before we got sixteen 
miles, the horses were quite tired out, and the coachman, 
(for we are obliged to make all our journeys in a car- 
riage, on account of the severity of the weather,) abso- 
lutely refused to proceed any farther ; so we rested at 
Morges, and returned home next day." 

32. A few days afler, however, they attempted to reaeh 
that place again, and succeeded. The following de- 
scription of £eir journey, given by the same intelligent 
and pious person, in a letter to his father, I doubt not, 
will be highly acceptable to the reader. * 
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« Chateau d'Oex, Jan. 11, 1779. 

"HoNovHED AND Deas Sik, — ^In my last letter I 
mentioned our intended journey to this place, where we 
arrived yesterday, through the good providence of God, 
without having met with any material accident. Neither 
Mr, Fletcher, nor Mr. Monod, (the lawyer,) whom we 
took with us, had ever before visited this norUiem region 
o£ their own country, so that the journey was as new to 
them as to myself. It was no easy matter, at this season, 
to procure a guide ; however, at last we agreed with one, 
and out we all set, (on the 7th of this month,) on a jour- 
ney of near eighty miles across the Alps, (being obliged 
to go some leagues about, on account of the badness of 
the ways,) passing in a coach over mountains of snow 
and rocks of ice ; till we came within nine miles of the 
place, when we were obliged to get into an open sledge, 
on account of the difficulty and danger attending the road. 
And now we travelled through narrow passes, cut through 
the snow, (which was many feet above our heads,) on 
the sides of the mountains, whose summits the eye could 
scarce reach; and frequently on the very brink of 
precipices, at the bottom of which we could hear the 
waters roar like thunder, and could see it in some places 
rushing down the sides in toirents, and forming in its 
passage vast pillars' of ice among the rocks. Here we 
were shown the place where a coach had lately fallen 
down ; and a little farther, the spot where a native of 
Chateau d'Oex, but a few days before, was murdered, 
and then thrown down the precipice. We arrived at 
length at the town, where all the houses are built of 
wood within and without, roofs, ceilings, chimneys, and 
all ; i. e. the enormous kitchen chimneys, for they have 
no other in any of their houses here. These being the 
whole size of the room, run up to a vast hei^t, in the 
form of a steeple, with a number of cross bars, hung full 
of hams, tongues, &c. On the fronts of all the houses 
are carved, in large letters, the names of the persons 
who built them, the date, and some moral or religious 
sentence, with a prayer that the inhabitants may be pre- 
iserved from pestilence, dec. 

<< The town is situated on a small spot, amidst huge 
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rocks and mountains piled cme on the other, the heads 
of many of which are often hid among the clouds. The 
dopes are beautifully adorned with lofty pines, while the 
enormous sides of others are naked, craggy, and almost 
perpendicular. In the clefts and chasms of these, ten 
thousand such buildings as St. Paul's church might be 
placed, and would appear but as so many trifling orna- 
ments. For here all the works of nature, or rather 
of the God of nature, are terribly magnificent; so that in 
viewing them, one cannot but admire and tremble at the 
sane instant. 

**lSyon, Jan. 18. We stayed at Chateau d'Oex two 
days, when, having finished the business we went upon, 
we set out and arrived here last Friday, not much the 
worse for this uncomfortable and even dangerous journey ; 
however, both Mr. Fletcher and myself got a fall on the 
ice, in going to Chateau d'Oex, when we had left the 
sledge ; for in some places it is reckoned ' safer to walk 
than to ride, even in the dedge* Mr. Fletcher received 
a violent blow on the back part of his head, while I only 
, sprained my wrist : to this I may add, that in crossing the 
Alps, we lay two nights in beds that were not only damp, 
but quite musty, and without curtains. However, we 
had our own sheets, and so received no lasting injury. 
But being at this time in a popish canton, and Friday and 
Saturday being meagre days, we were almost starved 
with hunger as well as cold. 

" The weather here is extremely severe ; it is scarce 
in the power of clothes, or even fire, to keep one warm ; 
and the wolves begin to leave the forests, and to prowl 
about the towns and villages. Two of them, Mr. 
Fletcher tells me, were seen near this town the other 
day, one of which was killed by the country people. 

" Whether I succeed in my temporal business or not, 
I shall ever remember, with pleasure and thankfulness, 
the opportunities I have been blessed with of spending 
so much time in company with our inestimable friend ; 
who, wherever he goes, preaches the Gospel, both by 
liis words and example ; nay, by his very looks, not only 
to his friends, but to all he meets with. So that on the 
top of the frozen Alps, and in the dreary vale of Cha- 
teau d'Oex, some good seed has been sown^ 
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'* And here also he was visited by some of the princi- 

[ pal inhabitants of the town ; who stood round him in 

deep attention for almost an hour, while he both exhorted 

I and prayed. I am, dear sir, your very sincere friend 

! and servant, William Pbbbonbt." 

Mr. Fletcher adds upon the paper on which the for- 
mer letter is written, " Thanks to our kind Preserver, I 
am yet in the land of faith and hope, and want to finJi 
and make it a land of happiness and love. The Lord 
Jesus is alone sufficient for this. And till the great out- 
pouring of his love be come, we ought faithfully to stir 
up the gift of God which is in ourselves and others, and 
to supply, by the depth of our humility, and the ardour 
of our expectation, what is yet wanting to our experience. 
Well, God is good, Jesus is faithful, the Spirit is truth 
and love. Come, Lord ! and we shall experience the 
power of that God who turns death to life, darkness to 
light, weakness to strength ; and caUeth the things that are 
not as though they loere.*^ 

S3. Feb. 2. He gives the following account of the 
state of his health, and of his proceedings, to Mr. Ire- 
land : — ** I am better, thank God, and ride out every day 
when the slippery roads will permit me to venture with- 
out the risk of breaking my horse's legs and my own 
neck. You will ask me how I have spent my time? I 
answer, I pray, have patience, rejoice, and write when I 
can ; I saw wood in the house when I cannot go out, and 
eat grapes, of which I have always a basket by me. Our 
little lord lieutenant has forbidden the ministers to let me 
exhort in the parsonage, because it is the saoereign^s 
house. My second brother has addressed a memorial to 
him, ill which he informs him, that he will give up neither 
his religious nor civil liberty, and will open his house for 
the woni of God ; and accordingly w» have since met at 
his house. On Sunday we met at the young clergyman's, 
who, on his part, writes against the conduct of the clergy; 
but I fear we fence against a wall of brass. However, 
I am quite persuaded that Providence calls me to leave 
a testimony to my French breAren, and it may be of 
some use when I shall he no more. I have been com- 
forted by seeing the apology of a minister nt Yverdon, 
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who was peraecuted in the beguming of this eentuiy^ 
under the name of Pietist* I have got acquainted with a 
faithful minister of Geneva^ but he dares no more ofier 
me his pulpit, than my brother-in-law at Lausanne. 

'*The Lord was not in the forwardness of the young 
man I mentioned. It was but a fire of .straw ; and he 
has now avoided me for seme weeks. Several young 
w<Hnen seemed to have received the word in. the love of 
it, and four or five more advanced in age ; but not one 
man, except the young hopeful clergyman I n^ntion, who 
helps me at my little meetings, and begins to preach ex^ 
tempore. I hope he will stand His ground better than 
he,, who was such an approver when you were here, and. 
is now dying, afler having drawn back to the world. 

** The truths I chiefly insist upon, when I talk to the 
people who will hear me, are those which I feed upoa 
myself as my daily bread. * God, our Maker and Pre^ 
server, though invisible, is here and evertf where. He i» 
our chief good, because all beauty and all goodness eentre 
in and flow from him. He is especially iove^ and love in 
us, being his image, is the sum and substance of all moral 
and spiritual excellence, of all true and lasting bliss. In 
Adam, we are all estrange^ from love and from God ;, 
but the second Adam, Jesud Emmanuel, God with us, is 
come to make us know and enjoy again our God, as the 
God of love and the chief good. All who receive Jesus> 
receive power to become the sons of God, ^, dec' 

<< I hope I shall be able to set out for England with 
Mr. Perronet in April or May. O that I may find that 
dear island in peace within and without ! Well, I hope 
you make peace in the Church, if you eannot make peace 
with the patriots. God is a good God. Do you know„ 
the coats and shoes you gave me have lasted aU ihU 
while, and are yet good ? so that I need not draw upon 
your banker. Thaak God and you for a thousand favours !; 
God bless and comiQotrt you, my dear friend ! We are 
poor creatuses, but we have a good God to cast all oui 
burdens upon, and who oft^a burdens us that we njyay 
have our constant and free recourse to his bounty, power, 
and faithfulness. Stand fast in the faiths Believe lov^ 
ihglyy and all will be wdt FaiewellU 



itized by Google 



A few days after he writes to tke Rev. Mr, Perronet, 

in a postscript to his sob's letter : — << I haye had th% plea- 
sure of accompanying your son to your father's birth- 
place. It is a charming country for those who have a 
taste for highland prospects; but what is it to our 
heavenly FaSier's Hill of Sion ? Thither may we all 
travel, summer and winter, and there may we all have a 
happy meeting, and find an eternal inheritance. Whether 
you will obtain your earthly estate, in these parts in pos-^ 
tessioTif as it is yours by righi^ is yet to tne matter of 
doubt. A little time, I hope^ will decide the question :. 
and as Providence will throw in the turning weight, it 
will be for the best» which way soever the afiair ends. 
My friend is tirierably well, and, I hope Providence will 
bring him back to you safe, more out of conceit with the 
vanity of earth ; and may we all be more in love with 
the blessings of heaven." 

34. It appears that, in the latter end of March, Mr.. 
Fletcher's liKBalth was still but little improved. On the 
^9th of that month, his words to Mr. Perronet are ;--*"I 
am still weak in body, but able to ride cmt, and exhort 
some children, through Divine mercy. Well! the time 
shall come, when, in a better state, we shall be able to 
gk>rify our heavenly Father. In the meantime let us do 
it either in the stocks of weakness, or in the fires of tribu- 
lation. And on our death.bed may we sing, with a heart 
overflowing with humble love, *The Resurrection and the 
lAfe, the Friend and Saviour of sinners loved me and 
gave himself for me, and I am going to see and thank 
him face to face lor his matchless love.' I hope the 
prospecty.with respect to the inheritance of your fathers, 
in this coimtry, clears up a little, and I trust the matter 
will be decided without a lawsuit. As soon as the afiair 
is broiight to some conclusion, we design to set out for 
England. The will of the Lord be done in all things." 

3&. But although Mr. Fletcher had hoped to be able to 
leave Switaerland, on his return to England, in April or 
May, and it seems had taken measures accordingly, he 
l^as constrained, by the entreaties of his frien£» and 
sudh of the inhabitants Vs had received benefit by bis 
labours, to prolong his stay among them. ** I have com**, 
plied," saya he. May 18, to oqjq of his parishioners, <^with 



itized by Google 



348 htrm or bbv. j. FLBTGKnu 

the request of my friends to stay a little longer, as it was 
backed by a small society of pious people gathered here. 
Three weeks ago they got about me, and, on their knees 
with many tears, besought me to stay till they were a ht- 
tie stronger, and able to stand alone ; nor would they rise 
till they had got me to comply. Happy would it be for 
us all, if we prayed as eamesdy to Him, who can give us 
substantial blessings." 

It was not, however, without reluctance, that he con- 
sented, in this instance, to the desire of his friends. Hie 
welfare of his flock at Madeley lay near his heart, and 
it gave him much uneasiness to be so long absent from 
them. On the same day that he wrote the above, be says 
to his curate : — " My departure being delayed some weeks 
gives me much concern, although, from the confidence I 
have in your pastoral diligence, I am easy about the flock 
you feed. 

^< There was last week a visitation held here, and the 
clergy of the town took my part against the visiter and 
others, who said, ' I was of a sect every where spoken 
against.' The conversation about it held so long, and 
was so trying to my grain of humility; that I went out. 
The matter, however, ended peaceably, by a vote that 
they should invite me to dinner. God ever save us from 
jealous and persecuting zeal ! 

" I hope, my dear friend, you go on comfortably, doing 
more and more the work of a growing evangelist. Re- 
member my love to all I mentioned in my last, to as many 
of my parishioners as you meet with, and especially to 
all our good neighbours, and to the society. God bless 
you all ; and enable you to persevere in prayer^for your- 
self, for the flock, (which I once more reconimend to 
you, with the lambs, the childrenr,) and for your afiection- 
ate brother, J. P." 

36, On good Friday, there being no service at Nymi, 
Mr. Fletcher and his friend crossed the lake into Savoy, 
in order to hear a celebrated Capuchin, who was to 
preach that day, " He made,? Mr. Perronet observesf 
'< a very good discourse ; and afterward he and his bre- 
thren very civilly invited us to dine with them. This we 
declined, but after dinner paid our respects to them, when 
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Mr. Fletcher spent two or three a^preeable houra with 
them in serious aad frieiidly conversation." 

It appears by the letter from which the above is copied, 
dated May 22, that Mr. Fletcher was then much better m 
health than he had been in March. On the ninth of that 
nonth, he had preached in the church, on 2 Cor. v, 20, 
'<We are ambassadors," &c, and had spoken with a 
strong and clear voice for above three quarters of an 
hour, and yet did not find himself hurt by it. ^ Upon the 
whole," Mr. Perronet observes, '^ he has preached four 
times in the church since I have been here, and might 
have preached much oflener, if his health would have 
allowed him ; for by his friendly and prudent conduct to- 
ward the three ministers of the place, he is upon good 
terms with them now, although at his first coming hither 
they were afraid to own him, on account of his irregtdar 
conduct ; for such they deemed his exhorting the children 
and holding meetings in private houses." In the afler- 
noon of the day last mentioned he met with a merciful 
deliverance. He was riding out for the benefit of the 
air, when his horse fell down as if he had been shot, and 
cut both his knees, and even his head, in a terrible man- 
ner. Mr. Fletcher, however, providentially escaped with- 
out the least hurt. 

Mr. Fletcher adds the following words in Mr. William 
Perronet's letter to his father of May 22 : — 

" My Vkby Dbas Brother, and Honourbd Father, 
— I rejoice that you are yet preserved to be a witness of 
Jesus' grace and saving health. Let us rejoice, that 
when our strength shall decay, hia will remain entire for 
ever ; and in his strength, we, who take him for our life, 
shall be strong. Our Redeemer liveth, and when sick- 
ness and death shall have brought down our flesh to the 
earth, we shall, by his resurrection's power, rise and live 
for ever with him in heavenly places. For the new 
earth will be a heaven, or a glorious province of the 
kingdom of heaven. With it we ^all he restored to 
paiaxliaiacal beauty, and fiUed with righteousness. Well : 
the meek shall inherit it, and that inheritance ^all be 
fairer than yours at Chateau d'Oex, and sorer too. i 
hope to accompany your son aooa to Eagkuad. Let us 
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all move toward oar one heavenly country, by Christ, 
who is the only way ; a way strait, sure, luminous, and 
where the wayfaring man, though a fool, will have more 
wisdom than all the teachers of the mere letter. 

«J. F." 

Two days after ne writes to Mr. Greenwood thus : — ^*« I 
am yet alive, able to ride out, and now and then to in- 
struct a few children. I hope Mr. Perronet will soon 
have settled his affairs, and then, please God, I shall 
inform you, by word of mouth, how much I am indebted 
to you, Mrs. Greenwood, and Mrs. Thornton. I know 
it so much the more now, as I have made trial of the 
kindness of my relations in Adam ; those in Christ ex- 
ceed them as far, in my account, as grace does nature. 
Thank and salute them earnestly from me, and to those 
of your o^vn household, please to add Messrs. John and 
Charles Wesley, Dr. Coke, &c. That the Lord would 
fill you with his choicest blessings, as you have done me, 
is, my dear friend, the earnest prayer of your poor pen- 
sioner, * J. F. 

" P. S. Mr. Perronet wants me to fill up his letter. 
I would gladly do it, but at this time, a sleepless night, 
and a constant toothache, unfit me for almost any thing, 
but lying down under the cross, kissing the rod, and re- 
joicing in hope of a better state, in this world or in the 
next. But perhaps weakness and pain are the best 
for me in this world. Well, the Lord will choose for 
me, and I fully set my^ heart and seal to his choice. Let 
us not faint in the day of adversity. The Lord tries us, 
that our faith may be found purged from all the dross of 
self-will, and may woric by that love which beareth all 
things, and thinketh evil of nothing. Our calling is to 
follow the Crucified, and we must be crucified with him, 
until body and soul know the power of his resurrection, 
and pain and death are done away." 

38. In the same spirit, and about the same time he 
says to another friend, " Let us bear with patience the 
decays of nature : let us see, without fear, the approach 
of death. We nmst put off this sickly corruptible body, 
in order to put on the immortal and glorious garment. 

" I have jw>me hopes that my poor sister will yet be 
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my sister in Christ. Her self-rigbteottsness, I trust, 
breaks as fast as her body. I am come hither to see 
death make havoc among my friends. I wear mourning 
for my father's brother, and for my brother's son. The 
same mourning will serve me for my dying sister, 
if I do not go before her. She lies on the same bed 
where my father and mother died, and where she and I 
were bom. How near is life to death ! but, blessed be 
•God, Christ, the resurrection, is nearer to the weak, 
dying believer ! Death works through the body, and the 
resurrection through the soul : and our soul is our retH 
self." 

39. July 18, he writes : — " Providence is still gracious 
to me, and raises me friends on all sides. May God 
reward them all, and may you have a double reward for 
all your kindness. I hope I am getting a little strength. 
The Lord has blessed to me a species of black cherry, 
which I have eaten in large quantities. For a fortnight 
past I have catechized the children of the town every 
day; and I do not find much inconvenience from that 
exercise. Some of them seem to be under sweet draw- 
ings of the Father, and a few of their mothers begin to 
come, and desire me, with tears in their eyes, to stay in 
this country. They urge much my being bom here; 
and I reply, that as I was ham again in England, that is, 
of course^ the country which to mc is the dearer of the 
two. My friends have prevailed on me to publish a 
poem on the praises of God, which I wrote many years 
ago. The reviiing it for the press is at once' a business 
and a pleasure which I go through^on horseback. Help 
me by your prayers to ask a blessing on this little at- 
tempt ; and may the God of all grace, who deserves so 
much our praises for the unspeakable gifl of his dear 
Son, give us such a spirit of thankful praise, that we may 
bless and praise him as David did formerly." 

40. In the beginning of September Mr. William Per- 
ronet wrote a little farther account of him : — ^** Mr. Fletcher 
has been wont to preach now and then, in the church 
here, (Nyon,) at the request of one or other of the minis- 
ters. But some time ago he was summoned before the 
Seigneur Bailiff, who sharply reprehended him for 
preaching against Sabbath breaking and stage plays. 
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The fonner, ha said, implied a ceiunire on the diagis- 
trates in geaeral, as if Ihey neglected their 4iuty. And 
the latter he considered as a personal reflecti(Hi on hon. 
self, he having just then sent for a set of French come- 
dians to Nyon. Accordingly he forbade Mr. Fletcher 
to exercise any more any of the functions of a minister 
in this country. However, one of the ministers here has 
given him a room in his own house to preach in. Here 
Mr. Fletcher meets a few serious persons^ particulaiiy a 
number of children, two or three times a week. And 
hitherto his lordship has not thought proper to interfere 
with respect to this mode of exhortation. And both the 
number and the seriousness of the ccmgregation increase 
daily." 

Sometime after Mr. Fletcher speaks of this as fol- 
lows : — '' Our lord lieutenant, being stirred up by some 
of the clergy, and believing firmly tliat 1 am banished 
from England, took the alarm, and forbade the ministers 
lo let me exhort in their houses ; threatening them with 
the power of the senate if they did. They all yielded, 
but are now ashamed of it* A young clergymajQ, a true 
Timothy, has opened me his house, where I exhort twice 
a week ; and the other clergymen, encouraged by his 
boldness, come to our meetings." 

41. According to Mr* Perronet, the minister by whom 
the opposition was begun, died suddenly soon afterward, 
as he was dressing to go to church. '< But this awful 
providence," adds he, '< has had so little effect, that the 
clergyman who succeeds him has likewise publicly 
opposed Mr. Fletcher ; who now ihinks himself obliged, 
hefore he leaves his native country, to bear a public tes- 
timony to the truth." He seems to mean chiefty by 
toriting: for he observes in the same letter: — ^'^Mr. 
FletclMr is engaged in writing something for the edifica- 
tion of his friends in this country ; but when it will be 
finished I cannot say, for it multiplies daily under his 
fertile pen ; so that I fear we shall be obliged to spend 
another Winter in this severe climate*" 

42. It appears, by sundry letters which passed between 
Mr. Fletcher and Mr. William Perr(Hiet, (who was then at 
Lausanne,) which letters are now before me, that during 
a part of this month Mr. Fletcher was much afflicted by a 
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tbeamatic pain, whiiSh had setded on his left shoulder, 
and had been so severe as to deprive him of sleep, and 
almost to cripple him. However, says he, '^ I find it a 
good goad to make me go to the Spring of help, health, 
and comfort." A fortnight after, (Nov. 18,) he says : — 
"Thank Ggd,*! have partly-recoueved the nse of my 
shoDlde^, th^u^ ij^^ still very weak, L drink a decoc- 
tion of pine ^9|^0, from the tree, which is as warm ad 
guaiacum. My writing does not go oh : but the will of 
the Lord ij9 done,-' and that is enough. I would press 
you to come back soon, if I were not persyaded you are 
better Where you are. I have been afraid our bad meat 
here would make' you lose your flesh, and, for the honour 
of Switzerland, 1 should be glad you^had some to carry 
back to England, if we live to go and -see our friendb 
there.** ^ 

December 2, be says :— " I have reooviered die use of 
my arm, blessed be God. But. I see the Lord wiU nbt 
use me in this country for good. .[The Lord certainly 
used him more Uian he was iEiware.] And when we shall 
have d<»ie our little matters, I shall be glad to go to my 
spiritual friends, and to Qly flock. The Lord direct us 
in all things* Q ! fbr quietness and English friends !" 

43. " I believe,** says Mr. Wesley, " it was about this 
time th^at a remarkable passage occurred, which was 
related to me ^some years a^p. I may possibly have 
forgot some circumstances ; but the substance of it was 
this : — Mr. Fletcher having heard of a minister in the 
eountry As an eminently pious man, had a great desire 
to see him, and for -that purpose oae morning set out very 
early. When be had walked several miles^ he saw a 

geat crowd gathered together at the door of a hous^. 
e asked what was the matter? And was answered, 
^ A poor woman aad a child lie a dying.* He went in 
and found a woman who had not long been delivered, in 
pippearance "very near death. Little better was the case 
of the infant, which was convulsed ftx>m head to toot. 
T^e room was filled with people* He took oqcasion to 
show th.em, 'from that melancholy spectacle, the dreadful 
effects of sin t and afterward spoke largely of the miser- 
able state we are all in through the sin of our first 
parents. He then expatiated on the second Adam, and 
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^e blescRiigs w^ m&y receive durough Mm, : adding) * H^ 
is able to raise the dead ! Ho ia able to aave you all 
from sio, as well as to save these tvQ poor objects froni 
deaths Come, let us ask him to save both us and them.' 
He found lemaxkable liberty in prayer. Presently the 
child's convulsions ceased ; and the mother was easy, 
lively, and strong. The people were utterly amazed, 
imd stood i^echless^ and abnost senselesa! While they 
were in this stat^ he silently wididrew. When the»y 
came to themselves he was gone. Many of thein ad&ed. 
Who it could bO'?'^ and .seme said, * Certainly it was an 
angeL' " * 

44. The Mlowing letter, written to^'nobl^man' in this 
kingdom, and dated Nyon, Decamber 15, 1779, is well 
wor^ inserting here, both because it diQws Mr. Fletcher's 

Opinion on a great political question, which was wi^rmly 
ebated in England at that time^ aBd.baiause it contains 
otfier important informatiQn : — 

<^ Mt Lo8j!>,-*-If tlie AmericaB colonies and the West 
India Islands are redt iiom ftexrown, there wiU not grow 
one ear of com the less ki Great Britain. W^ shall still 
have the necessaries o£ life, and what is more, the Gos- 
pel, aad liberty to- btf ar iu If the . great springs of trade 
and wealth are o«l off, gqod mem w3l bear that Iqss with- 
oot much sorrow.;' for springs of wealth are always 
i^rings of luxury^ which, sooner or lateY, destroy the 
empires corrupted by wealth. Moral g4>od may come 
out of oor losses : I wwh yoii may s^e it in England* 
Peopis on the contipept iipagine they see it abeady ia 
the English on. theiit travels, whi^ are said to beh%v^ 
with more wisdom, and less-haughtin€^, than they were 
used to do. 

*' Last year saw die death <tf'thQBe great men of these 
parts — ^Rousseau, Voltaire^ and Baron Haller, a senator 
of Berne. The last,, who is not much known, I think, in 
England, was a ^rreat philpsapher, a profound politician, 
and an agseeable poet: bat he was particularly famous 
for hia skill in botany, analomy, and physic. He has 
enriched the republic of letters by such a number of pab« 
licadons in Latin and German, that the catalogue of them 
is.alone a pampUat 
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^* This tnity'great maa has giren anolher piiyof of the 
truth of Lord Bacon's assertion) thai ' although amatterets 
Ml philosophy aY^olten in^ioya, true philosoph^s are 
always rehgio^MT.' I have met with an old, pious, apos- 
tolic clergyman, .^ho was*iiitiniate wMi the haron, and 
uded to accompany him over the Alps, in his fambles 
afl^r the %'oiiders of natuxe. ' With what pleasure,' said 
the minister,^ did We a4nii^ and adore th<^ wisdom, of 
the God of nature, apd sanctify our reseaipcheS' by the 
sweet praises of the God of graces !* 

" When the .csnperor passed this Way he stabbed Vol- 
taire to the heart by not payias him a visit ; but he waited 
on Haller, was iwd houil9 with him, and hsard from him 
such pious Cftlk as he aexrer bea^ &om half the philoso- 
phers of the age« The baron was then i}l of the disorder 
which afterward ^aitted* hkn ofiT. 

<' Upon his difoth bed he went through sore conflicts 
.aliout hvi interest iQ Christ ; iM se^t to the old minister, 
requesting his most fervent prayers, and wishing him to 
find the way through tiie dark valley smoother than he 
found it himself.. However, in his last moments he ex- 
pressed a reiiewed confidemce' m God's mercy, through 
Christ, aftd died in peace/ llie^old clergyman added, that 
he thought the tovDoa.w»nt' trough this conflict to humble 
him thoroughly,, and perhaps ta chastise him for having 
dometimes given way to, a degree of self-oomptacence kt 
the thought of his amasoing parts,^£Uld of the respect they 
procured him from the learned vnprid. He. was oblig^ 
to beconie last in his own oyes, that he might become 
first and truly great in the sight of the Lord. I sin, my 
iord, dtc, ' . 

v ^ ' ^ y ''■''■ 

4&* Mr. FletcherV concern Ifor the sptrituai good o^ 

! his flook. would not «tt4er hitn to rest m^^y weeks with- 
out inquiring after their welfare. On Christmas day he 
writes to Mr. Greaves:— "Though absent in body, I afn 
with you and 'the ilook-in the ^iril. You are now at the 
Lord's table :---0 [ may idi the d^ar souk you have just 
now pjr^ached to reeeive Jesus <^hnst in the pledge x>f 

' his dying love; and go heme.wldi this livdy conviction,, 
'God has given me eternal life, and this life is in his Sw. 
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He that hath the Son hath life i i have the Sob, / hare 
life, even eternal life. ., ^ 

" Glor)r be to God in h.ea?enr! ^^eace on earth ! lioye 
and good will every where ; but especially in the spot 
where Providence has called us to cfy, Behold! wAat 
manner of hve the Father has testified to us, in JesuSy thai 
, 106, chUaren-'of torath^ should be made children of Crod, by 
that only begotten Son of the Most High^ wha was bom 
for our xegeneration^ crucifiediibr our' atonement, raided 
for our justification, and now triumphs in heaven fbr our 
full redemption^ and for our eternal glorificatioh. To 
him be glory for ever ajad ever ; and may all, who fear 
and love him about you, say forever. Amen! Hallelujah!* 

" Out of the fulnass of my heart I invite them to do.so; 
hut how shallow is my fulness to his ! What a drop to an 
ocean without bottom or shope^ ! Let* usj then^ receive 
continually from him, who is the overflowing and ever 
present source of pardonihg, sanctif3dng, and exhilarating 
grace ; and from the i^ot of the Wrekin, where you are, 
to the foot of tjie Alps, where I am, let us echo back to 
each other the joyful, thankful cty of the primitive Chris- 
tians, (which was the text here this morning,^ Out af his 
fulness we haveaU receibed grace for grace. 

'1 1 long to hear £rom.you and the ilqck. Answer. this 
and my last together ; and let me know that you cast ' 
joyfully your burdens On the Lord. . . 

"Give my^kind pastoral love to all my people in gen- 
eral, and to all who feair God and love Jesus, and the 
brethren in particular. May all see, and see more abun-^ 
dantly^ the salvation of- God* May national distress he 
sanctified unto them ; and may they all be loyal subjects 
of the KiAg of kings» and of his aiK)inted, our king. May 
the approaching new year be to them a year of peace 
and Gospel grace; That you and the ilock may fare itreii 
in Jesus, is the heajpty prayer of yours, J. F." 

March 7, 1780, he says again ^— <*^I long to hear from 
you. I hope you.are well, fuid grow iii the love of Christ, 
and of the souk bought with his bloody and committed to 
your care. May you have the comfort of bringing them 
tall into the pastures of the Gospel, and seeing them 
thrive under your pastoral care. I recommend to your 



itized by Google 



UVK OV BBT, J. rLBTCHSK. 25T 

car^the most helpless of ther flock, — ^I mean the children ' 
lind the sick. They most want your help, and they are 
Ae most likely- to heneiit by it; fbf affliction softens the 
heai^; and dulditea are not yet ^uite hardened through 
the deceitftdnesa of sin. 

r «*I beg you wii not fail, when yo« have opportunity, 
to recommend to our floclt to honour the king, -to study to 
he quiet, and to hold up, as much as lies in us, the hands . 
of the govevnment by which we »e protected. Remem- 
ber 0ie Idoril^ to Mr. Gilf^, and to all our parishioners. 
God igive you peace by all means, as, in his mercy, he 
does to your affectionate friend and felfow iafoourer. 

Thus we see Mr. Fletcher was a good subject, iis well 
as a good Christian, and wa&' as attentive to his duty to 
his king and cbnittry as to hi» God. Indeed, these Virtues 
cannot beseparated. They ti:kat attempt to separate them 
only show that they are properly possessed of neither. 

M. I^ what * has already^ been related, we have had 
ample and continual evidence of the spirituality of Mt. 
, Fletcher's mind, and of the fervour and* elevatioi) of his 
piety. We may also observe, in several of his letters, 
alul in all his intercourse with his friends and others, the 
most nu^ifest proofs of the greatest integrity, and most 
strict justice. The following paragraph, among others 
that might be produced, appearing in a letter now before 
me, written to one of his parishioners at this time, is a 
teiking instance of this. 

' Referring to & Jboilding which he had erected in Made, 
ley Wood for a school, and for the accommodation of 
tboae of his parishioners who wished to assemble to re- 
ceive the*wdtd of exhortation on the evening of the.Lord's 
day, imd of s6me other days of the week, he says : — •* I 
im sorry the building has colne to so much more than I 
intended : but, as the mischief is done, it is a matter to 
exercise patience^ resignation, and self-denial; and it 
will be a caution in future.. I tun going to s^U part of 
my little estate here to discharge the debt. I had laid by 
fifty pounds to print a small woric, which I wanted to 
distribute here ; hut as I must be just, before I presume 
to oflbr that imte to lik£M of im^A, I lay by the- desi^r 
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and shall send that sum to ' Mr. York. Money is em 
scarce here at this time, that I shall sell at « very great 
loss ; hut necessity and justice are two great laws whieli 
must be obeyed^ As 1 design, on my retqm to Epgiand, 
to pinch until I hare got rid of this debt, I may go and 
live in one of the cottages belonging 1n> the vicar« if we 
could let the vicarage for a few potmds ; ^nd in ^t o^use, 
I dare say, Mr. Greaves' would >e so good as-fo take tfa» 
other little house." . 

It appears, however, by sonn^ of his suibse^pMixt letters, 
that his friend, Mr. Ireland, (always- a friend in need !) 
having heard of it,.fitepped forward^ unknown to him, and 
dischiurged the greatest part of this^ debt for him. This 
letter, however, he cannot conclude ^thou't giving his 
friend some spiritual advice:— "My deatirtend," ad& he, 
"let us die unto sin, hold fast Jeeus, the*w^y, the tmthy 
and tl^e life, walk by faith ..in him, and not' by the sight 
and passions. of the old Adam. I hope the sun of afilic 
tion, which bums poor England' and us, will* ripen us^all 
for glory. Give my best love .to all our fnends in Christ, 
and tell them that the hope of -seeing them does me good, 
and that I trust they will not turn it ii^to bijttemess ; the 
which would be the case, if I shmild find themt)ut of the 
narrow way, and out of the kingdom of righteouoness, 
peace, and joy in the Lord." 

47. The reaider wil( observe. that jtill aJboutthe close 
of the preceding .year; (the year 1779,) Mr. Fletpher and 
Mr. William Perronet had generally lodged in one hodse 
in Nyon. But, about the beginning of this year, (17SG,) 
they were obliged to bp separated. Of this Mr. Perronet 
speaks to his father thus, in July following :-— 

" I think it was about half a year ago that we ht^ke 
up house keeping at Nyon. Poor dear Mr. Fletcher with 
difficulty procured a-iniserable lodging in the neighbour, 
hood, and I -was obliged to go to 'Lausanne, which ia 
seven leagues from Nyon. I submitted the more wil- 
lingly to this, as at that time he talked of s^^ending some 
time at Lausanne. But though I have been disappointed 
in this respect, I have had the pleasifre of seeing him 
once or twice at Nyon.* I found him to-ds^y dittiiig in 
his small apartment, surrounded with books and papeis, 
writings or as he expressed it^ < finishing' the first pmtc£ 
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one of his pieces : so, whea the tohole is likely to h^ con- 
cluded one eahnot pfetend to say." 

46. Mr. Fl^tcber had intended leaving Nyon m S«|k. * 
tember next ensuing, in order to return to England ; but 
he«.tlien unexpectedly met wilh two hinderances. One 
wwy that when lie came to collect the diffenent parts of 
the manuscrapt, just-referred to, which he had designed 
to print and distribute before he le^ the country, he found 
the greatest part of it wanting, and fifler very many 
searches he was ol^iged to write it over again.'*' This event 
obliged him to delay his journey some weeks. S<Jcondly, 
phange^ of weather brought back some symptoms of his 
disorder ; insom«ch>"tbat he spoke, or <even whi^vered, 
with 'difficulty. 'He began, however, td eat grapes plen. 
tifully, as he had done the two preceding autumns, (his 
QW^ little vineyard having jproduced an astonishing quan. 
tity in the latter of those years,) and it appears they be> 
came, through the Divine blessing, the chief mean of his 
restoration. Add to this, his friend, Mr. Ireland, urged^ 
that if he returned to England at that season of the year^ 
in all probability the winter would undo all that he and 
his friends had been doing for the xei^toi'ation of his 
health, for many years. "lIowever,""says he to. Mr. 
(jrrpaves, Sept. 1<5, after mentioning the above circum^ 
stances, "I have not quite laid^side the design of spend- 
ing the winter at Madeley ; and I am, at leasts firmly 
purposed that, if I do not set out this autumn, I will do 
80, God willing, next-spring as early as I can. Till I had 
this relapse I was able, thank God, t6 exhort in' a private 
room three times a week : hat the lord lieutenant will not 
allow me to ^ got into a pulpit, though they permit the 
schoolmasters, who are laymen, to put on a band, and 
read the Church prayers: so high tuns the prejudice* 
TTie^Iergy, however, tell me ihsi if I will renounce my 

• Mr. FletchoT himself, in a letter to Mr! William Perronet, dated 
Sept. 20, speaks of this itB follows :— **The misfortune I hint at in 
my Freneh letter, is the mklaying wi a considerable part of my 
maimscript. After a thousand seiches, giving it up as lost, I feU 
to work again ; went through the 4ot^Ie toil,' and when I had dpne, ' 
last night, J accidentally found what I had mislaid. :This has thrown • 
me back a great deal. The Lord's will be done in all things. I 
thank God, f have beeii kept from fretting on the occasion ; though 
I wotilclnot, for «^ groat. deal, have sttchanotherviriaLr 
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o'ldimitioDy and get Presbyterian orders among them^ th^ 
will allow me to preach ; and on these tenna one of the 
miniBters of this town offers me his curacy. A yoteg" 
ciergyman of Geneva, tutor to my nephew, a^^ears to m^ a 
truly converted man ; a|^d He is so pleased when t telLhim 
there are converted souls in England, that he will go o^r 
with me to learn English, and converse with the Biittsh 
Christians. He M^rote lasl^ summer with such force ^m 
some of the clergy, who were, stinang up the fire of per. 
secution, that he made them adbamed, and sire have sinoe 
had peace from thatiquafter. 

"There is little genuine pietv in- these parts :^ never^ 
theless, there is yet some ofthefarnfof it, so far, that they 
go to the Lord's table regularly foor times a year. There 
Sfieet ^adulterers, the drunkards, the swearers, the ^fi. 
dels, and even the materialists, l^ey have no idea of^he 
double damnation that, awaits hypocrites. • They look 
upon paxtakiiig that sacrament as a ceremony enjoined 
by the magistrate. At Zurich, the. first town of this coifii. 
try, they have lately beheaded a clergyman, who wanted 
to b^ray his country to the emperor, to whom it chiefly 
belonged. It is the town of thie great Reformer ZuinglitM i 
yet there they poisoned the Sacramental ytine a few years 
ago. Tell it not in Gath ! I mention this to show you that 
there is pcetston, and great need to bear aj^timony 
against the faults of the clergy here'; and if I cannot do 
it from the pulpit, I must^ try to do it from the press. 
'Hieir canons, which were composed by two hundred and 
thiity pastors, «at the time of the reformation, are so 
spiritual and apostolic, that I design to translate Ifaeiki into 
Sn^sh, if I am spared^' 

" Farewell, my dear brotl^er. , Take care, good^ ton* 
ttantcarei of the- flock committed to your charge, espe^ 
cially the ^k and the 'youn^ Salute all our dear, parish^ 
ioners. Let me still h^ve a part in*yout prayers, public 
and private^; and rejoice in the Ijowi, as, through grace^ I 
am enabled to do in all m^ littlo tribulations* - J« F." 

. 49. To another friend in %is parish he writes the same 
day : — ^** You s#e by my letter to Mr. Greaves, that I am 
in good hopes of seeing ypu, at 4he latest, next spring. 
I have been flp well, thslt my frimvds hers thpught of 
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giving me a wife ; but what should I do with a Swiss 
tDifeBt Madeley ? I want, rather, an English nurse, but 
nKNre.stiH, a mighty Saviour; and thanks be to God that 
I have one. Help me to rejoice in that never-dying, 
never-moviog Friend." 

To the pious of his parish, and the neighbourhood 
formed into religious societies, he says at tlte same time : 
"I am still in a strait between the work which Providence 
cuts out for me here, and the love which dri^ws me to 
you. When I shall haVe the pleasure of seeing ypu, let 
it not' be embittered by the sorrow of finding any of you 
half-hearted and lukewarm. Let me find you all- strong 
in the Lord, and increased in humble love. Salute from 
me all that followed with us fifteen years ago. Care 
still for your old brethren. Let there be no Cain among 
you, no Esau, no Lot's wife. Let .the love of David and 
Jonathan, hdghtened by that of Martha, Mary', Lazarus, 
and our Lord, shine i» &\\ your thoughts, your tempers^ 
your toords^ your lookSy and your actwnst If you love one 
another, your little meetings will be a renewed feast; 
and the God of love, who is peculiarly present where 
two or three are gathered together iu the name of Jesus, 
and* in the spirit of love, will abundantly bless you. 
Beskr me still upon your breasts in prayer, as I do you 
upon n^ne ; and sejoice. with me, that the Lord who 
made, redeemed, and comforts us, hears tis all upon his* 
I ara yours, in him, . J. F," 

50. In consequence of information received about this 
time from Mr# Ireland, that he and his family purposed 
spending tlie ensuing winter in the ^uth of France, 
which, notwithstanding the war, they bad-obtained leave 
to .do, and even to go any where, save to a sea port, 
Mr. Fletcher writes to his friend, Mr. William Perronet, 
thus : — " If you will g© and join Mr. Ireland, I should be 
glad to do it, for the stream unikr my house prevents it 
from being very wholesome. I am, however, better of 
my cold, thank God.-- My brother Ihinks you- may con- 
clude [referring to the matters in dispute between him 
and the co-heirs] upon the terrps you mention. ' Better 
a dinner of herbs with peace, than a stalled ox and noise 
therewith.' I hope to go to Lausanne immediately afler 
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vintage, to offer a manttHcript t<r the eensors; to 9m if 
tbey will allow of its heing publialied:* 8p I dcn't in^Ht^ 
you to come and share my damp bed. My slste^r "WBa sb 
kind as to look for another hoiuie, but could find none to 
let for a less term, than that df a yean We are here 
fravellers, so we must expect some difficulties, and a 
great many ihconVenieDCies." 

M. Boon afterward this amiaUe abd excellent man, 
like several of his other brothers, who died young, fell 
hito a very poor state of health. December 5, following, 
Mr. Fletcher writes to the Rev. Mr. Vin. Perronet thus : 
— ^**OiMP wise and good God sees fit to try my dear 
• friend, your son, with a want of appetite and unea^ess 
in his bowejs, which makes him often return the little 
food he tak^s. He came sqme time ago hither fn>m 
iAUsanne, and we went to Geneva together, where ire 
settled your afiair with three of the Geneva co-heirs, 
upon the same footing he had ' setf ed with those of Cha- 
teau d'Oex. When my friend shall be a litHe better^ he 
will give you a more particular account. He bears his 
weakness with so much patito^ee and resignation, that 
vo^ sister-in-law (who is an Englig^ wopian) is qiiite 
edified." . ^ ^ 

On the same paper Mr. Perronet writes: — ^**I have 
been here near two mofiths, and most part of the time 
(so.it has pleased God) in much pain and weakness. 
I'lie irregularity and severity of the chmate, added to the 
fatigue and distress I have 'undergone, have greatly ioft* 
paired my health. But I desire to submit to the will of 
the Lord, knowing that it is hotter to falHnto his hafids, 
than into the hands of man. I am with Mr. F^tcher's 
relations, who are extremely kind to. me.'' 

On Jan. 22, 1781, he writes:^-"! Continue under such 
weakness, and am. frequently in such great pain, as to 
my stomach and bowels, attended at times with such 
violent fits of vomiting, i^at I am at present butlittle able 

* Snob WM, and I b^lieye still \% the l^rty of the press in 
Switzerland, altbou^h judged obe of tha freest ^buntries m the 
world ! A blessed instance, like that above .mentioned respect, 
mg the arbitrary and persecuting ineosures of the Seigneur Bailiff, 
of republican liberty! Who would 'not wish for the same iu 
England! •^ 
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to undertake th,e journey Mr, Ireland so damesdy prosses 
OB Mr. Fletcher and myself, to join him in the south of 
France. I kno^ what it is to travel in this country, and 
in France, in the.depth of winter.^ We have Jbad- roads, 
0(dd, wet,, uncomfortable inns, frequently a want of the 
most common necessaries : and, I might add, sometimes 
even damp beds; which would ill 9uit either ine or Mr. 
Fletcher. . I have the greatest reason to be thankful for 
thc^ kindness I have .met with from dear Mr. Fletcher 
and his bi'pth'er's family, as well as frojoi my friends at 
this place. I have nothing to regret here but the loss of 
Mr. Fletcher's company, who used to be much with me, 
and who would have sat up witl| me at night had I con* 
seated to it. Ailer praying with me fXL an evening, he 
used constiAitly to repeat, or rather sing this verse at 
parting, . . 

- * Then let our humble faith address 

His mercy and. his p«wer: 

We shall obtain deliVringr grace 

In th» distMflsuig hour.* " 

In another letter jto his father, Feb. 6, he says : — 
" Mr. Fletcher is scarce recovered -from a severe fit ef 
the rheumatisin, and I continue so extremely' weak, that 
we shall hardly be able to accomplish our wish/' respect, 
ing joining Mr« Ireland, and returning to England. But 
on the 10th of February, Mr. Perronet'js aiSair being 
ended, Mr. Fletcher .observes to him^— ^^'Your call to 
England ^ems quite dear now ; nor is mine less elear* 
My friend Ireland urges me to join him* I will venture 
upon a vi6it to the south Of Fran<!^ with yoa, if you can 
bear the journey... We. should ff^ south by* Lyons, and 
come baok to Paris,, through the heart of the kingdom* 
He-says they are as quiet as if it wese peace. 

<<I find, by letters from thence, t am wanted in my 
parish for particular reasons.- So necessity draus me, and 
my promised (2nve me. I finish to-day my book that 
detained me, as yoyur affairs detained. you ; and the Wea* 
ther is mild. The Lord st|^ngthen» direct, and bless 
you. Cast all your burdens upon him^." 

52. Before Mr. Fleteher left Switzerland, he was 
compelled to witness an earnest of those judgments of 



itized by Google- 



264 . UFB^FUBV. J« fUBTCHIdi* 

God upon that once happy people, which have dnce 
overwhelmed them with a full tide, on account, a^ is 
probable, of their departure from the 'faith and love of 
the Gospel. And what is remarkable, those judgments 
" begun'^ it seems, " at the house of God," at Geneva, 
the place which of all others had enjoyed the greatest 
privileges,, and made the greatest professicm of religion. 
Mr. Fletcher mentions this event, Feb. 14, in. a letter to 
a friend, thus : — " I am here in this midst of -the rumours 
of war. ^ The burghers of Creneva, on the side of the 
opposition, have disarmed the garrison, and taken pos- 
session of one of the gates. .1 had, however, the happi- 
ness to get in, and bring away my nephew, who is a 
student there. Some troops are preparing to, go and 
block them up. The Lord may, at this time, punisli the 
repeated backslidings of. these Laodicean Christians, 
most of whom have turned infidels. This event may a 
little retard my journey^ as I must pass through Geneva. 
It also pu^s off the printing my manuscript ; -^ there is 
nothing going on in that unhappy town but disputes, and 
fights, and mounting of guards." 

Mr. William .Perronet.also speaks of these troubles, 
in a letter to his fathef, a little after, aS' fellows : — ** The 
dispute at Geneva is between the burgesses ^ind the ma> 
gistrates, eoncerning their privileges and prerogatives. 
The former have appealed to the magistrates of Berne, 
and the latter to the court of -France ; and,' it is feared, 
the affair will Qot'be ended without great mischief on 
both sides ; the citizens having declared, that if tiieir 
grievances are not redressed, they will lock up the gates» 
and set fire to the town, and so perish all together." 

53. The breaking qi^t of these 4rpubles was an ad- 
ditional reason why Mr. Fletcher desired to leave that 
country. " You need not urge me," says^he to the friend 
above mentioned, " to return ;, brotherly love draws me 
to Madelcy, and circumstances drive me hence. With 
pleasure I see the days lengthen, and hasten the-happy 
hout when I shall see ^e little flock rejoicing in God, as, 
through mercy, I do. I trust to set out next month, and 
to be in England in May* It will not be my fault if it be 
not in 'April, " At the same time he desires another 
friend in m» parish " to read the following n6te to all diat 
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feared God, and loved Jesus and each other, assembling 
in Madeley church : — 

^^ My Dear BaRTHRBNy — ^My heart leaps for joy at the 
thought of coming to see you, and bless the Lord with 
you. Let us not stay to praise him till we see each other. 
Let us see him in his Son, in his word, in his works, and 
in all the oiembers of Christ. How slow will post horses 
go in comparison of love ! 

* Quick as seraphic flames we move. 
To reign with Christ in endless day.* 

^ Meet me as I do you — in spirit ; and we shall not 
stay till April or May to bless God together. Now will 
be the time of union and love." 

54. Mr. Fletcher, however, was disappointed of the 
company of his friend. To his extreme regret he was 
obliged to leave him behind. Mr. Perronet became so 
much weaker by the 20th of February, and the weather 
so much more severe than it had been, the snow setting 
in, that Mr. Fletcher did not dare to urge him to take 
such a journey at such a season : and having himself 
solemnly promised Mr. Ireland to go to him at MontpeUer, 
if he came over, and having already long delayed to 
fulfil his promise, he could not with propriety delay it any 
longer. He went however to Lausanne, to see Mr. Per- 
ronet, two days before his departure. He found him 
weak and low ; but the frequent vomitings, which he had 
had some months before^ had left him, and his appetite 
had returned. Mr. Fletcher^ therefore, was not without 
hdpes, which w^^re encourftged by the physician that 
attended him, that the return of fme weather would be 
instrumental in restoring him. In the meantime he was 
well taken care of. " Miss Perronet and her mother," 
says Mr. Fletcher to his father, <f are as kind to him, as 
my dear friends at Newii^gton were to me, when I lay 
sick there : and his mind is quite easy. He is sweetly 
resigned to the will of God." 

Still, however, it waa a painful circumstance to Mr* 
Fletcher to be obliged to return to England without him ; 
and it was certainly equally painful to his friend to be left 
behind in that foreign land, '< It would have been a much 
greater pleasure," says be to his father, " to have accom. 
panied my dear friend, Mr. Fletcher, than to have sent a 
23 
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ktler by him. Indeed, I had flattered myaalf with tlie 
pleasing prospect of retaming with lum in the spving; 
But be is engaged by promise to jom* Mr. Ireland^ and 
set out with him before the winter is over. For the snow 
is now on the ground, and it is extremely cold ; while I . 
am so weak, as frequently to be scarcely able to eraep 
from one warm room to another, without danger of faint, 
ing away. Indeed, once or twice, I have fainted on the 
slightest occasions. But I hope I shall be able to get 
out a little when the weather becomes milder ; and, by 
the blessing of €^od, gather strength sufficient to under- 
take the journey to England by the beginning of summer; 
which time I very much long for.'' 

55. Mr. Fletcher set out for Montpelier some tifis^, I 
believe, in the beginning of March, *< full," as Mr. Per- 
ronet expresses it, ** of health and spkits." But he grea% 
impaired both by preaching, which he frequently did in 
that city and neighbourhood. And when l>e got to I^yons, 
on his return frohi Montpelier, he Ibuad himself so very 
iH tibat he observed, in a letter to his brother, he was jnst 
an the point of returning to Switzerland, not tiiinkiag it 
worth while to proceed on ^s joumciy to England, in 
order to languish out a few useless days there. But 
recovering a little strength, April 6, 1781, he wrote to 
Mr. William Penonet a» follows, from Lyons >-— 

" My Dear FsisBim, — We are betb weak, both affiet. 
ed ; but Jesus careth ibr ue. He is every where, and 
here he has aH power to deKver us, and he may do it by 
ways we little tinnk of; * ad thou wilt, when tho« wilt,' 
and where thou wilt,* said Baxter:' let us say the same. 
It was of the Lord yt>u did not come widi me : you would 
have been sick, as 1 am. I am overdone with riding aad 
preaching. I preached twice in the fields. I oany home 
with me much weakness, and apain in my back which i 
fear will end in the gravel, llie Lord's will be done. 
I know I am called to su^r and die. The journey tires 
me ; but through mercy I bear it. Let us believe and 
rejoice in the Lord Jesus." 

56. Mr. Perronet had expected, as observed ebove, to 
gather strength as the spring advanced, and the weather 
became milder. In this, however, the Lord saw meet. 
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ia a gveat meamire^ to disappdbt his expectationd. Spriag 
and oTen munmer, bfu^kig warmer weather, came : but 
atAl he continued iii a similar and even increasing state 
of weakness. On the 15th of May he writes : — << As to 
ray health, it is not yet restored to me. It has pleased 
God 4o bring down my strength in my journey, and to 
continue me in that weak condition to Uiis time, notwith* 
standiiig all the efibrts of my friends and physicians, and 
my own endeavours in using a little very gentle exercise 
iixAit' time to time as I was able. Whenever I go out . 
evesry one stops to stare at me, and many express their 
aistonishment at tho sight of such a spectre ; so greatly 
aim I reduced and altered.^' 

On the 12th of June following, he seemed to himself 
lor be mUher gaining a little ground ; but, says he, '* the 
Goiitiiiiial, sudden, and severe chsages in the weather 
here, tear me almost to ' pieces, and seam to throw me 
l>ack as fast as I recover." Soon aHer this he removed 
to a pleasant village, called Gimel, between Lausanne 
and Geneva, where Miss Perronet's sister was settled. 
There he rode out, dtank asses' milk, and breathed the 
purest air : " Mrs. PenxNatot is there," says" Mr. Fletcher 
to his father, << with her two daughters. So that, if his 
illness should prove mcure grievous, he will not want for 
good attendance, and the most tender mirsing. Support 
imn, dear sir, with your fatherly exhortations. They are 
balm to his blood, and m^Tow to his bones." 

57. As the reader will undoubtedly wish to know the 
se<|uel of the story of this benavolent man, I shall here 
insert an extract irom another of his letters. Being re- 
turned to Lausanne^ October 23, he wrote from thence 
to his father as follows z-^ 

" Honoured and Dbae SiK,-»I wrote some time age 
by a private hand ; but^hat is not always either the safest 
or the most expeditious method (^conveying intelligence. 
My letter, however, contakied Iktie more tiian an account 
of my return from the mountains, where I seemed to have 
gained very little in point of health and strength. I men* 
tioBed, likewise, my earnest wiiriies to return to En^and, 
in case it should please God to assist me in the means. 
This, I humbly trust, is in good aieasure ejected : for I 
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have quite unexpectedly met with a very worthy gentle* 
man (a Swiss whom I foimeriy knew in En^and) who 
sets out for London within about a week or fortnight. 
We shall travel in a chaise ; and he is so kind as to 
promise to suit his mode of travelling to my weakness, 
which, indeed, is very great. We may possibly be on the 
road when this letter reaches you, and I doubt not but 
my friends will assist me with their prayers. The season 
for travelling is late, it is true, especially for one in my 
weak state : but I choose this rather than venture to stay 
another winter in this terrible climate. Beside, I con* 
sider it as a providential call to return ; and I have taken 
your advice, to put what remains to be done in my afiairs 
into trusty and good hands." 

He soon after lefl Switzerland, and with great pain and 
difficulty reached Douay, in French Flanders, where he 
was taken worse, and died in peace, December 2, 1781. 
A little time after Mr. Fletcher wrote as f<^W8 to his 
father : — 

*<Rev. and Dear Sxm,<— While I condole with you 
about the death of my dear friend, and your dear son, I 
congratulate you about the resignation and Christian for- 
titude with which you, Abraham like, lay him upon the 
altar of our heavenly Father's providential, good, and ac. 
ceptable will. We shall one day see why he-made your 
sons go before you, and my kipd physician before me. 
About the time he died, so far as I can find by your kind 
letter, a strong concern about him fell upon me by day 
and by night, insomuch that I coi]^ not help waking my 
wife (he was then married) to join me in praying for him, 
and at once that concern ceased ; nor have I since had 
any such spiritual feeling : whence I concluded, that the 
conflict I supposed my fiiend to be in w^as ended. But 
how surprised was I to find it was bp death! Well! 
whether Paul or ApoUos, or life or deaih, all things are 
ours through Jesus, who knows how to bring good out of 
evil, and how to blow us into the harbour by a cross wind, 
and even by a dreadful storm. 

<<If my dear friend, yo«r son, hoa not quite completed 
his afiairs in Switzerland, and an agent is necessary there 
for that purpose, I off^r you the care and help of my 
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iNPol&ery who was o«r couaseQor, mod who, I am sure, 
will do what lies ia hiea to oblige the &ther of Ittm whom 
he bad the pleasure of having some time under his roof, 
as a sick monvment of Christian meelaiess and resigna* 
taoa. I am but pooiiy, though I serve ye« my Chareh 
without a curate, Mr. Badey being wanted at Kingswood. 
But what are we 1 Poor mortals, dykig in the midst of a 
world of dying or dead men« Rut in the midst of death, 
we are in Christ the vtemmreetion mtd tike Kfe, to ^om be 
gk>ry for ever. So prays, R^, and dear air, your affec« 
tioKiate son and senraal in the Oos^el, 1. F*^ 

56. To return to the subject of our nafVtLtive :-^-Mr. 
Fletcher arrived in England in the middle of the spring, 
in tolerable health, being quite recovered f^om his oon- 
somptitm. Calhng at London, he preached at the New 
Chapel, slept at Newiargton, April 27, and the next day 
set oiit for Bristol. He stayed 4^iere only « short dme, 
vad then retired to Mr. Ivekaad's, at Brislifif ton. The 
interriew which Mr. Rankin had with him Iwre, imme* 
diate^r upon his wrriml, manifests very dearly that he 
brought back from ike contin^dt the sMSie forvent miiit 
wUch Imd accompanied l»m Iftuther. Of tSiis Mr. ltaR« 
kin gives me the following accoost :«— 

*^hx the year 1T61, being sMi6ned in Bristol with my 
much ectteemed friend, Mr. Pawscm, I wns infcmned of Mr. 
Fletcher's arrival at Brislington, from his journey to Swit. 
zerland. I imb over lo lb. Ireland's the day after, and 
hsd sueh an mterview with him as I lAialt tiever fbrget 
in tone or eternity. As i ted not "seen him for upwwd 
of ten years, has lo<dcs, his ^alutsttion, and his address, 
flfiruok me with a mixtuie of wonder, solemnity, and joy. 
We letired irate Mr. Ireland*^ garden, where we coidd 
converse with more freedom. He th^en began to inquire 
ceaceniing the work of God in America, and my kbours 
for the five years I had spent on that continent. I gave 
Um, as far as i was capable, a full account of every 
thing that he wished to know. Wfa^ I wai^ giving him 
this relatiim, he stopped me siB times, and, v^^xen under 
the shade of the tvees, pomed out Ins seid to God for the 
prospcnty of die wofk, and our brethren there. He ap- 
pattied to be me deeply intetested in behidfef our-sumr* 
33* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



270 LVtB OF RET. JT. FLKTCHXB. 

ing friends, as if tii^y had been his own flock at Madeley. 
He sevend times eaUed upon me, also, to commend them 
to God in prayer. This was an hour never to be forgot* 
ten by me while memory remains. Before we parted^ I 
engaged him to come to Bristol, on the Monday follow, 
ing} in order to meet the select band in the forenoon, anil 
to preach in my place in the evening. He did so accord, 
ingly. During the hour that he spent with the select 
bimd, the room appeared as ' the house of God and the 
gate of heaven.' He preached in the evening from the 
second Epistle to the Thessalonians, chapter ii, vers« 13. 
The whole congregation was dissolved in tears. He 
spoke like one who had but just left the converse of €rod 
and angels, and not Uke a human being. The different 
conversations I had with him, his prayers and preaching 
during the few days which he stayed at Bristol and Brio* 
lington, left such an impression on my mind, and were 
attended with such salutary effects, that for some months 
afterward not a cloud intervened between God and my 
soul, no, not for one hour. His memory will ever be 
precious to me while life shall remain, and the Pinion of 
spirit which I felt with that holy and blessed man, wiU 
have its consummation in those regions of light, love, and 
glory, where parting shall be no more." 

I beg leave here to subjoin an extract from a letter 
written to me a few weeks ailer he arrived at Madeley : — 

''Madehy, Jme 25, 1781. 
<< My Deab Bbothbb,— I thank you for your kind re- 
membrance of, and letter to me. I found myself of one 
h^art with you, both as a preacher and believer, before I 
lefl Bristol, and I am glad you find freedom to speak to 
me as your friend in Christ. By what you mention of 
your experience, I am confirmed in the thought, that it is 
often harder to keep in the way of faith «nd hght than to 
get into it. 2. That speculation and reasoning hinder us 
to get into that way, and lead us out of it when we are in 
it. 3. The only business of those who come to God» as 
a Redeemer or Sanctifier, must be to feel their Wwat of 
redemption and sanctifying power from an kigkj and to 
come for it by simple, cordial, workup failb« Easily the 
heart gets into a false rest before our latt «iem^ is over. 
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eome. Hence arises a relapsing, in an imperceptible 
degree, into indolence and carnal security: hence a 
dreaming that we are rich and increased in goods. Th\a 
is one of the causes of the declension you perceive among 
8om€i of the Methodists* Another is the outward rest they 
hay^, which is consistent with the selfish views of hypo- 
crites, and with the unbending of ike how of faith in those 
who are sincere. Another may be, judging of the great- 
ness of the work by the numbers in society. Be the con- 
sequence what it will, those who see the evil should 
hoDi^y bear their testimony against it, first in their own 
s^Hils, next by Uieir life, and thirdly by their plain and 
constant reproofs and exhortations. The work of justifi- 
cation seems stopped, in some degree, because the glory 
and necessity of the pardon of sins to be received and 
enjoyed now byfaiihy is not [tressed enough upon sinners ; 
and the need of retaining it, upon believfirs* The woik 
of sanctification is hindered, if I ^m not mistaken, by the 
same reason, and by hoklkng out the being delivered from 
siUy as the mark to be aimed at, instead of the being 
rooted in Christ, and JSUed with the fulness, of God, and 
with power from on high. The dispensation of the Spirit 
is confounded with that of the Son, and the former not 
being held forth clearly enough, formal and lukewarm 
believers in J^sus Christ suppose they have the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Hence the increase of earned profes- 
sors, see Acts viii, 16. And hence so few spiritual men. 
Let us pray, hope, love, 'believe for ourselves, and call, 
as you say, for the display of the Lord's arm. My love 
to your dear fellow labourer, Mr. Pawson. Pray for your 
affectionate brother, J. F." 

59. Mr. Ireland being confined by affliction, and wish- 
ing, nevertheless, to accompany his friend to Madeley, as 
soon as he should be able, Mr. Fletcher stayed a few 
days at Brislington, waiting for his recovery, before he 
$ei out for his parish. . Upon their arrival there it was 
his first care to inquire into the spiritucd state of his dear 
flock : but he did not find such cause of rejoicing as he 
had fondly expected. This may be easily gathered froni 
the letter he £hen wrote to, his friend at Newington« It 
runs thos ;— 
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" MadeUy, Jtrne 12, 1781. 

** My Vsky DsiJt Fkibn%-^I stayed longer at Biis- 
liogloa than I defligned. Mr. Ireland was ill, and would 
nererthelesa come hither with me : so that I was dbiiged 
to stay till he was better. And indeed it was well I did 
not come without him : for he has helped me to regulate 
my outward affairs, which were in great confusion. Mr. 
Greaves leaves me : and I will ei^er leave Maddey, or 
have an assistant able to stir among the people : for I had 
much rather be gone, than stay here to see the dead bi»ry 
their dead. Well, we shall soon remove out of all, aad 
rest from our little cares and labours. You do not forget, 
I hope, that you have need of patience, as well as I, to 
inherit the promises, the best and the greatest of which 
are not sealed, but to such as keep the word of Christ's 
patience, and such as persevere with him in his tempta^ 
tions. Hold oa, ^n, patient fiiith and joyful hope 1 If 
I were by you, I would preach to your heart, and avf 
own, a lecture <m this text. We are saoed by hope, aad by 
a faith which is nev^ strcmger than when it is ^oatnury 
to all the feelings of flesh and blood. 

^ Pray what news of the glory ? Does the glory of 
the Lord fill the temple, your house, your heart ? A cloud 
is over my poor pansh ; but aks ! it is not the lunmKMis 
doud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night. Even the 
few ren^ining profedscws stared at me the other day, 
when I preached to them on these words, Ye shall te* 
edee the Holy Ghost: Jnr the promiee is unto ycfu^ Wdi, 
the promise is unto %ts; if odiers despise it, sUU let ns 
believe and hope. Nothing enlarges the ^faeait and 
awakens the soul more than that believing, loving ez« 
peotation. Let us wait t<^;e^er until we are all endued 
with power from on high.'' 

60. The above letter manMestestUl farther Itet he had 
sustained no loss of his piety and devote«bess to GodL 
wfa^ abroad. And although, as it appears, he ttO# 
entertained theu^ts of changiag his conditlmi in life, if 
is evident his imnd was not heiebj^ Verted ^m Uie 
pursuit of has holy vocation and mim«try, nor his zeal in 
the least damped. This is rendered still more evident 
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from a letter I received from hhn about the same time, 
With an extract from which IiAall conclude this chapter:-^' 

'< Mt Dear Brother, — ^I rejoice at, and am much 
obliged to you for your kind remembrance of me : and 
I shall be glad to tie faster the blessed knot at the ap- 
proaching conference, (to be held at Leeds, in tbe begin- 
ning of August next,^ if my health permit me to be there 
according to my design. Happy are you if you live by 
faith in the atoning blood, for justification and sanctifica- 
tion. It is the Spirit al<me which can show us the worth, 
and make us feel the powerful influence of the Saviour's 
blood and righteousness : and so far as my little expe- 
rience goes, he gives that blessed privilege only to those, 
who in the depth of poverty wait for that Divine revela- 
tion. I learn not to despise the least beam of truth, and 
I quietly and joyfully wait for the bright sunshine. 

** The best way to avoid errors is to lie very low before 
God ; to know his voice, and consult him in all things ^ 
learning to mortify our wise pride ; as well as our aspir- 
ing will, and our disordered passions* But jnore of 4hia 
if we IFye to see each other again. 

** I am at present without an assistant here, but hope 
somi to have Mr. Bailey, one of the masters at Kings- 
wood school. If he come, I shall be at liberty to go to 
Leeds, and I hope God will strengthen me for the jour- 
ney* A godly wife is a peculiar blessing from the 
Lord** I wish you joy for such a loan. Possess it with 
godly fear and holy joy ; and the God that gave her you 
help you both to see your donbled piety take root in the 
heart of tiie child that crowns your union. So prays, my 
dear brother, your affectionate friend, J. F." 



CHAPTER VUI, 

Of Mm marriage* 

' 1. Although the great apostle has r^ed the forbids 
dmg to nutrrif among the doctrines qf. devUsy and has 

* This is said with a reftreiiM to my Iwviitg married iboHl a 
year and a half btfote. * 
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expresalj declanid. Marriage ishamtanMeioM mm^ amd 
the bed und^led; yet a kiod of prejudice hangs on the 
minds of many, even of those that love God, inclinmg 
them to disapprove of th^ marriage of persons emfeent 
in retigioD* Yea, many are of (pinion that it is not coo* 
sisteiit with high degrees of holiness : and that when any 
who have deep experience in the things of God marry, 
they are in some measure fallen from grace. Hence 
many were surprised, that so eminent a Christian as Mr. 
Fletcher should take this step. And they could hardly 
help thinking that he had lost some degree of his excel- 
lent piety, and that he was not so unreservedly devoted 
to God as he had been some time before. 

In order to satisfy every reasonable person that he 
had aot sustained any loss at all; that his entire self, 
devotion was in nowise impaired either before or at the 
time of his mairiage, the most convincing way, as Mr. 
Wesley has observed, will be to give as particular an 
account as possible of the steps which led to this union ; 
and of what occurred at the time when it took place. 
This I ^all dO) firsts in the words of the Rev. Mr. Gil- 
pin, and then in those of one who was well acquainted 
with them both, and, in particular, was in habits of great 
intimacy with the pious and amiable person who was the 
•hject of Mr. Fletcher's choice. 

2. ^<The attention of ministers," eays Mr. Gilpin, 
** in choosing snch companions as may not hinder their 
success in &e ministry, is of so great importance, that 
in some countries the c<mduct of a pastor's wife, as well 
as that of the pastor himself, is supposed either to edify 
or mislead the flock* Nay, tiie mmiiter himself is fre- 
quently condemned for the faults of his wife : thus, in 
the Protestant Churches of Hungary, they degrade a 
pastor whose wife indulges herself in cards, dancing, or 
any other public amusement, which bespeaks the gayety 
of a lover of the worid, rather than the gravity of a 
Christian matron. This severity springs from the suppo- 
sition, that the woman, having promised obedience to her 
httastoid, can do n<slhing but what he either directs or 
approves. Hence, they conclude, that example havkig 
a greater influence than precept, the wife of a minister, 
if she be inclined to the world, will preach worldly c^wa- 
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pBiiice with mcwe sueceas by her condaet, than her 
husband can preach the renunciation of the world by the 
moot solemn discourses. And the incredulity of the 
iturabied flock will always be the consequence of that 
unhappy inconsistency which is observable between the 
senoiis instructions of a well disposed minister, and the 
trifling conduct of a woman with whom he is so inti- 
mately connected. Nor are there wanting apostolic 
ordinances sufficient to support the exercise of this severe 
discipline : — Even so must their wives be grave, not slaU" 
dererSf sober, faithful in aU things. Let the bishop or 
deacon be one that ruleth well his own house, having his 
ehOdren, and every part of his family, in subjection trotft 
aU gravity : for if a man know not how to rule his own 
house, how shall he fake care of the Church of God f 
1 TW. iii, 4, 5, 11* 

B. ** Early in life Mr. Fletcher was introduced to the 
company of Miss Bosanquet, a lady of distinguished 
piety, and one who had been exposed to peculiar suflTer* 
ings in the cause of godliness. From the very first ac* 
qonintance of these two excellent persons, tiiiey were 
deeply sensible of each other's worth, and felt the secret 
influence of a mutual attraction. But, notwithstanding the 
peculiar regard they entertained for each other, no intimate 
intercourse subsisted between them for many years after 
this period. Both were called to an extraordiiiary course 
of spiritual exercises ; but by the providence of God they 
were appointed to labour in different stations. While 
he was exhausting his strength in the service of his flock, 
she was no less honourably employed in applying an 
ample fortime to the selief of the friendlass ; collecting 
together, and supporting under her own ro<^ an ext^isiv^ 
family, composed of the afliicted, the indigent, and the 
helpless, but chiefly confflstiiig of orphan chHdren. To 
these occupations Uiey devoted the prime of their days ; 
and during more than twenty years' unwearied attention 
to ^ese sacred emplo3rmenls, no regular corrospondence 
was maintained between them. They knew, however, 
and rejoiced in eaoh other's labours: but, while evefy 
sneceekng report tended to increase their nratual regard, 
they greatly endeavoured to tinm the whole stream of their 
affectioiis toward heaveniy things, joyfttUy sacrificing 
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eveiy inferior conmderation to the intereat of the Churek, 
and the glory of their common Master. 

*^ It wa« not till his last return from Switzerland, after 
his unexpected recovery from a dangerous illness, that 
Mr. Fletcher renewed his personal acquaintance with 
Miss Bosanquet, who received him as a friend restored 
lirom the grave. They had each of them studiously fol- 
lowed the leadings of Providence in their appointed sta- 
tions ; and, at this time, a combination of extraordinary 
circumstances led them ipio those habits of intimacy 
which daily increased their deep-rooted attachment to 
each other. There existed on either side a variety of 
motives to their immediate union, and not a single reason 
of any weight for their continued separation. Every 
seeming impediment was suddenly removed out of the 
way, and all things wonderfully conB{Hred to accelerate 
that entire connection between them, which promised a 
laige addition to their mutual comfort. At length, with 
the fullest persuasion that they acted under the Divine 
inflttOBce, they received each other at the altar, in the 
most solemn and afifecting manner, as from the immediate 
hand of God, and jn the presence of a multitude of friends, 
who rejoiced to see so much solid piety and worth united 
by fn indissoluble tie." 

4^ The account given by Mrs. C. in a letter to Mr. 
Wesley is much ipore particular : and as she was an eye 
and ear witness of what she ^elates, I doubt not but it 
will fully sBlisfy all who seriously consider it, that his 
soul was at that time all alive, and wholly devoted to €rod. 
And this whole transaction may well be recommended to 
the imitation of all Christians who enter the holy state 
of matrimony. 

*' Rby. Sis, — ^I think it my privilege, and have often 
found it a blessing, to comply widi the request of my 
honoured father, whidi I now do also in great love to my 
valuable and much esteemed friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fletcher. I will therefore endeavour, with the assisto 
aiioe of my gracious Lord, to recollect and acquaint you 
with some particulars of the life and character of these 
truly devoted servants of God, with whose intimate ac* 
quaintaace I have been favouzed for near thirty yevta. 
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But, indeed, I feel my great insufficiency to rnlate what 
might be said with the strictest truth of these worthies. 

" My acquaintance with Mrs* Fletcher began when 
she was about seventeen years of age. She had from 
her early childhood been strongly drawvi to seek the 
Crucified, and was now athirst for a clean heart, and 
loDged to have a right spirit renewed within her. Nor 
did her desire to love God with all her heart lessen, but 
increase, her love to her neighbour : as I, the most un. 
worthy, am well able to testify, to whom she has been a 
-lilried friend^ even to the present hour. 

** To give you a ckar view of this, I need only tran- 
scribe part of a. letter which she wrote to ine, May 23, 
1757 :— 

* My Dearest Friend, — The Lord has been indeed 
merciful, above all that we can ask or think. I found a 
greater blessing the last time I was with you than ever. 
I am more endbled to pray, and earnestly to seek aider 
holiness. But what most stirs me up is, I seem to^ hear 
the Lord calling upon me. Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out 
thence : tw>ch not the undean thing : be ye dean that bear 
the vessels of the Lord. For some time these words have 
been much in my mind with both pleasure and profit. 
But within this day or two the Loid has more dearly 
C^Qwn me the way wherein I ought to walk. He seems 
to call me out to more activity, so that I am ready to cry 
out, " What wouldst thou have me to do V* Then I con- 
md^T^ Can I do any more for the souls or bodies of the 
poor about me T. Bttt this do^ not seem to be the thing. 
What I am now led to wi^h for is, with both soul and body to 
.serve those who are in Christ. An4 as soon as the Iiord 
hiLB prepared me for his work, and set me at hberty, my 
firm resolution is« ky the grace of Godj to be wholly given 
4ip to the Church. I plainly see I have no more to do 
with the world than. to allow- myself the necessaries c^ 
life. And though it hlus pleased God that I have nox 
need to work for niy living, yet surely that is no reason 
my hand should be idle. I would be like those described, 
1 Tim« V, 10, To bring %p children, to lodge dangers, 
to be ready to do the meaaest offices for the saints : to 
reUeve the affiieted, to visit i^ fatherless and widows, and 

24 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



UTS UVB 09 unr^jc vuevcHBii. 

URgett^ tofdl(m ecerf good work, O pray for me that 
the Lord may shorten his work in me, and quickly make 
tn end of sin ! O that he would say to my soul, Tfuni 
mi aU fair, my hwe f 'There is no spot in thee. O when 
«hall I be wholly given up, both body and soul, to Him 
who gave himself for me !' 

*' I admired the spirit of this letter ; but little expected 
to see these good desires brought so fiiHy into practice as 
tiiey were a few years afler. And this may suffice as a 
clear proof, that God fulfils the desires of them that fear 
him; yea, and shows unto them the path wherein he* 
would have them to walk. That heflight given before was 
not delusive is plath; as it is well known, how many 
years she has brought up children, lodged strangers, 
relieved the afflicted, and diligently foUowed every good 
work, 

** With regard to the dear saiht that is now swallowed 
up in his beloved employment, praise and adoration, it is 
eight or nine and twenty years since I was first favoured 
with his heavenly conversation, in company with Mr. 
Walsh, and a few other friends, mjMt of whom are now 
in the world of spirits. At these seasons how ^quently 
did we feel ' 

* The Q'eiwkelmiiig power of wiving gnoe !* 

How frequently were we silenced liiereby, while teartf 
of love our souls o'erfiowed ! It sweetly lUTects my soul, 
while I recollect the hamiMty, fervour of spirit, and 
strength of faith with which dear Mr. Fletcher 00 often 
poured out his soul before &e great Three One, at whose 
feet we have lain in holy shame and Divine silence, till it 
seemed earth was turned to heaven ! With what delight 
does my soul recall those precious moments ! Yet a little 
while, and we shall all magnify his name together. 

<<This heavenly-minded servant of the Lord resem- 
bled his Master, likewise, in his love to precious soids. 
I heard him preach his first sermon at West-street chapel. 
I thmk his text was, Repent, forthekmgdom ofheavenis 
ett hand* His spirit appeared in his whole attitude and 
action, though he could not well find words in the Eng- 
lish language to express himself: but he supplied tibiat 
defect, by offering up prayers, tears, and sighs aSbundantly 
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Neaiiy aBoot this time, he saw Wm Bosanqnet, atid 
liB^iUi his acquaintance with her. But although they had 
a. particular edteeih for each other, yet they had no corres- 
Ipondence for above twenty years. It was not till the 
yearly conference drew near in July 1781, that he paid 
lier a visit at her own house near Leeds. They had 
much conversation together, and contracted an intimate 
aiequaintance. After a fbw days, Miss Bosanquet, asked 
your (Mr. Wesley's) advice, concerning Mr. Fletcher's 
proposal. You approved it entirely, being persuaded it 
would be much to the glory of God." 

About the middle of September Mr. Fletcher returned 
to Madeley, where he continued till the end of October, 
whon he again vif^ed Yorkshire, intending immediately 
aHer his maxriage to set out with his spouse to his be* 
loved padsh. For he seemed to think every hour a day 
while be was detained fnHU. his dear people, . But 
unavoidable hinderaaces occurring, their mutual friend, 
the Rev. Mr. Crbss, was so kind as to supply Madeley, 
while Mr. Fletcher took care of Mr. Cross's parish in 
his absence. *^ . 

" His general conversation," proceeds MrSi C, " while 
at Cross Hall was praising God, and speaking of the love 
of our dear Redeemer. He took opportunities likewise 
of speaking to every one in the family, concerning the 
alate of their soula, and giving them, from time to time, 
such directions as were suitable thereto. At other times 
ha met us all together, and gave us proper exhortations 
and directions. Our daUy meals were as a sacrament ; 
when he drank to any one it was, * heavenly health,' or 
^ the cup of salvation.' At or afler the meal, he generally 
hegun, or called us to begin that verse, 

• StiU, O my soul prolonfr, 

The nev«r cdafiing song { 
Oiriit my theins, my hope, my joy ! 

Hif be all my happy diiyv I 
Praise my eveiy hour employ : 

Every breath be spent m praise!* 

After dinner he often sung sev^al versos of primitivia 
Christianity : particularly &at. 



* O that my Lord would count ms moet. 
To wash his dear disoilpWs* fwtf 
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Sometimes he read many of those verses with tears sti^eanir 
ing down his face. Thus did he walk with God, fiUed 
with the spirit of his beloved Lord: eonfirming his love 
to all the family, and caring both for their spiritual and 
temporal concerns. 

" My soul was much affected, when he asked each of 
us, in a sweet, humble manner, ' Can you give me your 
friend V To think of parting was indeed grievous to us 
a]U Yet we did not dare to withhold her from him : as 
we all believed the union was of God, and would be to 
their present and eternal benefit. The first sermon which 
he preached in Leeds, on the Suaday morning before the 
conference, will never be forgotten by any that heard it» 
who desire to be perfected in love. He preached in many 
places while in Yorkshire, and to numerous ccmgregations. 
I have heard of many who were blessed thereby : some 
convinced of sin, others comforted. And whenever he 
either preached or conversed, the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost were multiplied. 

"Monday, November 12, was the day appointed for 
the outward uniting of those whose hearts were before 
united by the Holy Spirit. On the morning of this day, 
several friends met together on this solenm occasion: 
who can all, with me, truly say, *I have been at one 
Christian wedding.' Jesus was invited, and truly he was 
at our Cana. We reached Cross Hall before family 
prayers: Mr. Fletcher was dressed in his canonicals: 
and afler giving out one of Mr. Wesley's marriage hymns, 
he read the seventh, ^ghth, and ninth verses of the nine- 
teenth chapter of th^ ^velation 4 and spoke from them 
in such a manner as greatly tended to spiritualize die 
solemnities of the day. He said, ' We invite you to our 
wedding : but the Holy Ghost here invites you to the 
marriage of the Lamb. The bride, the Lamb's wife, has 
made herself ready. This bride consists of the whole 
Church triumphant and militant united together. Ye may 
all be the bride, and Jesus will condescend to be the Bride- 
groom. Make yourselves ready by being filled with the 
Spirit.' Hb was very solema in prayer, and said, ' Lord, 
thou knowest we would not take this step if we had not 
eternity in view, and if we were not as willing to be car- 
ried into the church yard, as to go into the church.' At 
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breakfiurt he remmded lu, <The poatilUoiis are now ready 
to carry us to the church, in order to see our nuptiak 
jsolemnized ; but death will soob be here, to transport ua 
to the marriage of the Lamb.' 

** On the way to the chutch^ (Batley ohiucfa, which wa« 
near two miles off,) he spoke much of the mystery which 
is couched under marriage, namely, the union between 
Christ and hie Church. < The first Adam,' said he, < re« 
ceived his wife from his side : our heavenly Adam pur- 
chased his bride by a fountain opened in his pierced aide*' 
They were married in the face of the congregation ; the 
doors were opened, and every one came m ^at would«. 
We then returned home, and spent a considerable time in 
singing and prayen We were near twenty of us. I then 
presented Mrs. Fletcher with some wedding hymns. She 
looked them over, and gave them to Mr. Fletcher. He 
read the scripture at the top, namely, Htubandsy teee your 
woes: and added, us Christ kved the Church. Then 
turning to us, he said, <My God, what a, task! Help mC) 
my friends, by your prayers to fiilfil it* Aa Christ loved 
the Church ! He laid aside his glory for her ! He sub^ 
nutted to be bom into our worid ; to be clothed with a 
human body, subject to all our sinless infinAities. He 
endured diame, contempt, pain, yea,, death itself y for hie 
Church ! O my God, none is able to fulfil this task with* 
out thine almighty aid* He^ me, O my God ! Pray fot 
me, O my frienda !' 

" He next vead,TFtoer, suhmk pmrsdoes unto your own 
kuOands. Mts.F\eieheTadded^./As unto the Lord. 'Well^ 
my dear,' returned Mr. Fletoheif, '^oniy in the Lord, And 
if ever I wiah you to do any thing otherwise^ resist me 
vrith all your tnight.' From dinifier, which was a spirits 
ual meal» as well as a natural one, until tea time, our time 
was spent chiefly in feorvent prayer or singing. After 
singing the coveaant hjrnn, Mr. Fletcher went to Mrs. 
Fletoher^ and said to her, < Well, my dearest friend^ wiB 
yAd join with me in joinin^diiraelves in a perpetual cove« 
nant to the Jjord-I Will you« wM roe, serve him in hie 
members t Will you h^p iHe to bring souis to the blessed 
Redeemer ? Abd fai every faseible way this day lay y«ur^ 
self unde^ Ui6 siroageat tieayou can, to help me togloiify 
foy g/m/Apm^KhoxiV She answered i|M <»ne that w^ 
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knew where her strength lay, *May my God heip me sto 
to do !' 

" In the evening Mr. Valton preached in the hall from 
those most suitable words, What shall I render unto the 
Lord for aU his ^fenefUs ? I will take the cup of salvation^ 
and call upon the name of the Lord. His words did not 
fall to the ground : many were greatly refreshed. After 
preaching there was a sweet contest among us ; every 
one thought, I, in particular, owe the greatest debt of 
praise ; till we jointly agreed to sing, 

* rU praise my Maker while I've breath, 
And when my voice is lost in de:)th, 

Praise shall employ my nobler powers : 
My days of prftise shtll ne*er be past. 
While life, or thought^ or being last, 
. Or immortality endures.* 

" On'the Wednesday following, the select society met: 
and it wa« « precious season. Among other things Mr. 
Fletcher said, * Some of you perhaps may be a little sur- 
prised at the step my dearest friend and I have taken. But 
I assure you it was the result of much prayer and mature 
deliberation. Five and twenty years ago, when I first 
saw my dear wife, I thought if I ever married, she should 
be the person. But she was too rich for me to think of. 
So I banished every thought of the kind. For many years 
after I had a <listaste to a married life, thinking it inipos • 
sible to be as much devoted to God in a married, as in a 
single life. But this objection was remov^ by reading, 
Enoch begat sons and daughters. And Enoch walked vnth 
> €hdj and wtis not : for God took him, I then saw, if Enoch 
at the head of a family might walk with God, and be fit 
for translati<»i ; our souls, under the Gospel dispens&dim, 
might attain the highest degree of holiness in a snfniiar 
state, if too great an attachment, kading the soul from 
God, rather than to him, did not take place ; instead of 
that, which should be a niean of increasing itb union with 
Jesus. Yet still many obstacles stood in my way : but at 
length they were all removed^ Bvery mountain became 
a plain, and we sre both well assured, that the step we 
have taken has the full approlMLtion of God;' 

" But to repeat, all the precious sayings of this serveoif 
of God would require many vc^utties : foot has month wHa 
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idways opened ^isdi wMmd, tending to m&iisf^r fimce to 
the hearerii. M j earnest prayer is^ that the spirit of ft^ 
and love, and heavenly wifldom, may rest upon t|KW also, 
and guide you in all your ext^isive laboursy till they are 
swallowed up> in eternal rest. I remain, Rev. sir, yoot 
unworthy child -a^d servant, S. C." 

5. An extract from one or two of his letters wntten to 
some intimate fri0nd8 sooif after his marriage will mani- 
fest still farther -both the state Bf hiiF'mind t»n this occa- 
fifton, and the just, Scriptural views he bdd of the new 
relation into which iie had entered. Dec. 36, 1781, he 
writes from Cross Hall, • the former residence of Mrs. 
Fletcher, as folio WS) to the Hon* Mrs, C. :-— 

*< Mt Vert Deab FmfiTm^ — The kind part you take in 
my' happiness demands my warmest thanks ; and I beg you 

. w& accept them, multiplied by those which my dear part- 
ner' presents to yoW Yes, my dear friend, I am married 
in my old age, and tiave a new opportunity of conddering 
a great mysteiy, in the most perfect t3rpe of our Lord's 
mystical union with his Churchv Ihave now a new call 
to pray for a fulness of Christ's holy, gentle, meek, lov- 
ing Spirit, that I may love my wife, as he loved his spouse, 
the Church. But the embleiit is greatly deficient : the 
Lamb is worthy of ^ his spouse, and more than worthy; 
wiiereas,'! must acknowledge myself unworthy of the yoke- 
fellow whom Heogen has reserved <lbr me. She is a per- 
son afl^r my own^ heart ; and I make no doubt we shall 
ioerease the number of the happy mamages in the Church 
militant. Indeed, they are not -sa many, but it may be 
weitbr a Chrfttian*s while to add one more to the ntnnlier. 
OsBd declared it was not good that md.n, a social being, 
riiould live alone, and therefore he^gave^-hitn a help meet 
for him t for the same reason our I^d sent iM^ his dis- 

" ciples .two and two. Had I searched the three kingdoilis, 
I could not have found one brother mlling to share, gratis, 
my weal, wo, and labours^ and complaisant enough to 
unite his fortunes to mine ; but God has found me a part* 
ner, a mter, a wife^ to use Qu Patd's language, who is 
not aflraid to face witti nm the colliers and bargemen of 
my pariftby until death part us. 
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«« Buried to^etlier in our couatiy vObifge^ wo ah«ll Mp 
one another to trim our lamps, and wait* as J trust yoo 
do cQBtinuaUy, for the comiag of the heaTealy Brida. 
groom. WeU, for us the heaveaLy child is bom, to us a 
loiible son is given» aad with him the double kingdom of 
grace and glory. O my dear fnend, |et.us press into, 
and meet in both of these kingdoms. Our Surety and 
SaTKHir is the way and4he door into them ; and, blessed be 
free grace, the way is free as the king's highway, aad 
the door open like the aims of Jesus crucified." 

January 1st, 1782, he adds :^*M live, blessed be God, 
to detote myself again to bis blessed service in this woiti, 
or in the next, and to wish my dear friends all the bless*^ 
ings of a year of juhilee. Whatever this year bring 
forth, may it bring us the fullest measures of salvation 
attainable on earth, and the most comj^ete preparatton 
for heaven. I have a solemn call to ^urd. my loins and 
keep my lamp burning. 8tTai^;ely restored to hea^i 
and strength, ccmsidering my yeais, by the good nursii^ 
of my dear partner, I ventured to preach of late as often 
as I did formerly, and afler havii^ read prayen and 
preached twice en Christmas day, dec, I did last Sunday 
what I had never done, — ^I eontinued doing, duty frem ten 
till past four in the afternoon, owing to cfainatenings, 
churchings, and the sacraaieni, which I administered to 
a church fijdl of people : so that I was obliged to go. from 
the communion-table to begin the evenmg service, and 
then to visit some sick. TUa has bioi|ght,.back upon me 
one of my old dangerous symptoms^ so tiiat I had flat- 
tered myself in vain to do the whole duly of my own 
parish. My dear wife is nursing me with the tendereat 
care, gives me up to God with the greatest re.f4gnatien, 
and helps me to rejmce, that life nnd death,^ heaidi and 
sickness, work all £09 oinr good, and ars all owrs^ as 
Messed mstrumeats to forwa^ us is our journey to hea^ 
ven. We intend to set ant for Madeley to-morrow. The 
piiospeet of a wiiiter\» joufney is. not sweet.; bv^ ^e pros* 
pect of meeting you and your tkiar siiter, and Lady Mary, 
and all oinr elteieonipanioni in tribubitiontti heaven, is 
delighlfuL The Lord prepare «ad iit us for timt glorjoud 
meolinf t Yew meat ohttged and aiectioiiate servaynt; 



itized by Google 



IrlVB or BBV4 ^« PKETCHBB. 285 

6* The next day they left Cross Hall as they proposed, 
and set out on their journey to Madeley ; on which occa. 
sion the ^end, who gires the above account of their 
marriage, observes : — ^'* January 2, 1782, we had a very 
solemn parting, ^ut in the midst of all the sorrow which 
we felt, was a swfset assurance that we should meet again, 
Bot only in this world, but 

nVhere death shall all be done away, 
And' bodies part no more.' 

This brings to my mind, a sentence which he wrote to us, 
a httle before his death. 'Time is short. It remains 
that we die daily ; — Stand fast in Christ, the resurrection 
and the life. That we may have a happy meeting is the 
wish and prayer pf your affectionate friends, 

' John and Mary Fletchek.' " 

After their arrival at Madeley, he writes to Lady Mary 
Fitzgerald as follows : — ** I thank you, my lady, for yonr 
kind congratulations on my marriage. The Lord has 
indeed bless^ me with a partner after my own heart, — 
dead to the world, and wanting, as well as-myself, to be 
iilled with all the life of God. She joins me in dutifiil 
thanks to your ladyship for yoUr obhging remembrance 
of her in your kind letter, and will help me to welcome 
you to the little hermitage we spoke of last y^ar in Lon- 
don, if your ladyship's health or taste should call you to 
retire awhile from the hurry ofthe town.'* And about a 
year after, in a letter to Mr. Charles Wesley, his words 
are : — " I thank you fdr your hint about exemplifying the 
love of Christ and his Church. I hope we do. 1 waar 
afraid at first to say much of the matter; for new-married 
people do not, at first, know each other : but having now 
lived fourteen months in my new state, I can tell you. 
Providence has reserved a prize for me, and that my wife 
is far better to me than the Church to Christ ; so that if 
the parallel fail, it will be on my side." 

"From this period," to use Mr. Gilpin's words, "Mr. 
Fletcher considered himself as possessed of the last pes- 
Able addition to his earthly happmess, never mentioning 
this memorable event, but with expressions of extraordi- 
nary gratitude and devotioi^ to the God of alb his mercies. 
And fifom this time, to liie other parts of his character 
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auifit be adcbd that of an att^Ativd aad aa afbcCioiiate 
husband, whkh he maintained with a becoming mijctiuse 
of dignity and sweetnesa to the day of his death. By her 
Christian eonveiaation^ her devotional habits, and her 
spiritual experience, Mrs. Fletcher was pecidiaily suited 
to a state of the most ^^laire and intimate fellowship wilii 
this eminent servant of God. She was of equal standing 
with him in the school of Christ, and of the same uncom- 
mon growth in gface : she had drank of the same spirit, 
was actuated by the same zeal, and prepared in every 
respect to accompany him in the Christian race. By her 
discretion and prudence she bore the whole weight of his 
domestic cares; while, by the natural activity of her 
mind, and her. deep acquaintance with Divine things, she 
seconded his ministerial labours with astonishing success. 
Like Zacharias and Elizabeth, these extraordinary per. 
sons toere both eminently righteous before God, waUiang in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord lime* 
less* In their separate stations they had kmg been dis* 
tmguished as lights in dark places : but afl^uniting theur 
rays, they shone with redoubled lustre, putting to^mUnee 
the ignorance of foolish mm^ and dissipating the preju* 
dices which many had entertained against the tn^hs of 
the Gospel. 

^^ For the space of almost four years, these Christian 
foke fellows c<mtinued to enjoy, without interruption, a& 
the inexpressible felicities of the most complete union; 
a union which appeared to pronoote,. at once^ their own 
particular happiness, and the interests of the people 
^mong whom they joinlly laboured." 



CHAPTER IX. 

From his marriage tUl the beginning of his last illness. 

1. RaoM the time of his settling at Madeley with Mrs. 
Fletcher, he had no return of his consumptive disoxden 

On the contrary, by the blessing of God on Jier pectdiar j 

care and t^ademess, not only his heakh was confirmed, 1 

but his strength restored lui in the days of his youth. In I 

the meantiine he took care to employ all his returning I 
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0drmigth in the work of faith, and the labour of love. 
*< I have yet strength enough," says he to Mr. Charies 
Wesley, Dec. 19, 1782, « to do my parish duty without 
the help of a curate. O that the Lord would help me to 
do it acceptably and profitably 1 The colliers begun to 
Me in this neighbourhood : happily the cockatrice's egg 
was crushed before the serpent came out. However, I 
got many a hearty curse from the colliers for the plain 
words I spoke on that occasion. I want to see days of 
power hoih wUhin and without : but in ;the meantime J 
would follow closely' my light in the narrow path. My 
wife joins me in respectful love to Mrs. Werfcy and 
yourself. J. F." 

More particularly Mr. Fletcher was difigent in that 
which he had always found to be one of the most difficult 
parts of his duty. There were in the parish of Madeley, 
no less than eighteen public houses. These were con. 
dnual nurseries for sin, particularly on Sunday ev^iings. 
It had been, for many years, his unwearied endeavour to 
put an «Bd to these abuses. Yet, as he very seldom bad 
a Churchwarden who was heartily willing to second him 
therein, his endeavours were almost ineffectual, producing 
very little fruit But for two years God was now pleased 
to favour him with a Churchwarden who was resolved to 
act accoiding to his oath : he then cheerfully renewed his 
endeaveurs, visiting several of these houses every Sun* 
day, (all of them in their turn.) In every one he boi^e a 
faithful testimony. And in some it was attended with 
much good. O tiiat no one of those who have b^n at 
any time within, the reach of his voice, may finally inherit 
that curse. Behold^ ye despiaersy and wonder, and perM. 

2. For many years he had felt, with the deepest sen- 
sibility, the disconsolate condition of poor, uninstruoted > 
children : and some years ago he began a school, wherein 
he taught them himsdf every day. Af|er pursuing this 
method for some time, he erected a school in Madeley 
Wood. But afterward his thoughts were much engaged 
concerning the utility of Sunday schools; esp^ally aSer 
they were recommended to him by Mrs. Darby, an inteU 
ligent and pious peraon, whom he always found ready to 
promote eveiy good work. He then earnestly set aboin 
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{Mromoting ih^n in his own parii^. Three him'dr^ chih 
dren were soon gathered together, whom he took every 
opportunity of instructing, by regular meetings, for some 
time before the schools were opened. These meetings 
he attended with the utmi9st diligence, till the very Thuni. 
day before his illness. In order to ehc<»irage the children, 
his method was to give them little hymn books, points 
ing them to some friend or neighbour who would teach 
them the hymns, and instruct them to sing, .The little 
creatures were greatly taken with this new employment i 
insomuch tliat many of them would soarce allow them* 
selves time to eat or sleep, for the desire they had of 
learning their lessons. At every meeting, after inquiring 
who had made the greatest proficiency, he distinguished 
them by some small rewards. . 

3. In instructing of children, one great difficulty is to 
draw and fix their attention. He had a singular gift for 
doing this, as appears by the following anecdote, and 
others that might be related, if need were : — Once when 
he visited Kingswood school, having collected all the 
youths together, and aecvetly addressed the throne of 
grace, he called for pen,* ink, and paper, told the scholars 
he came to seek for volunteers for Christ, and desired all 
those who were willing to enlist in his service, to enter 
their names oa the paper. A peculiar blessing attended 
the proposal : it led several of them to a serious concern 
for their souls, and to a resolution of giving themselves 
up to live and die in the Lord's service. At another time 
when he had a considerable iiiiaaber of children before 
him in a place in his piarish, as he wius persuading them 
to mind what they were about, and to remember the text 
which he was going to mention, just theti a robin flew into 
the house, and their eyes were presently turned afler him. 
"Now," said he, "I see you can attend to that robin. 
Well, I will take that robin for my text." He then gav^ 
them a useful lecture on the hannlessness of that Bttle 
creature, aiid the tender care of its Creator. 

4. When he observed that the number of children, in- 
stead of falUng off, as was expected, increased continu- 
ally, he wrote some proposals to the parish, which were 
received with the greatest unanimity. . Many of the rich 
as well as the trading people l«Bt their helping hand, not 
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•oly to defhiy the expense of teachers, but sdso to raise a 
convenient house in Coalbrook Dale, for the instructi<xi 
of the numerous children that were on that side of the 
parish. 

5. He prefaced the proposals thus : — ^* Our national de- 
pravity turns greatly on these two hinges, the profanation 
of the Lord's day, and the neglect of the education of 
children. Till some way be found of stopping up these 
two great inlets of wickedness, we must expect to see our 
workhouses fill^ with aged parents forsaken by their 
prodigal children, with wives forsaken by their faithless 
husbands, and with the wretched offspring of lewd women 
and drunken men. Nay, we may expect to see the jails, 
and even the gallows, largely locked (to the perpetual 
reproach of our nation) with unhappy wretches ready to 
fall a sacrifice to the laws of their country. * It is a com« 
mon observation, (says Dr. Gibson, late bishop of Lon- 
don,) that public criminals, when they come to their 
unhappy end, and make their dyvas declarations to the 
world, generally charge the sinful courses in which they 
have lived, to the neglect and abuse of the Lord's day^ as 
the first occasion of leading them into all other wicked* 
ness. And considering how frequently these declarations 
are repeated, and how many other instances. of. the same 
kind, though less public, are notorious enough to those 
who will observe them ; they may well be a warning to 
us to consider a religious observation of the Loin's day as 
the best preservative of lurtue and religion, and the ne- 
glect and profanation of it as the greatest inlet to vice and 
wickedness.' 

" A pious clergyman farther observes : — f The want of 
education in children. is one of the principal causes of the 
misery of families, cities, and nations ; ignorance, vice, 
sad misery, being eonstast companions. The hardest 
lieart must melt at the melancholy sight of such a number 
of children, both malft and female, \w^o live in gross igno- 
r^ce and habitual profanation of the Lord's day. What 
crowds fill the streets and fields, tempting each other to 
idleness, lewdness, and every other species of wicked, 
ness ? Is it any wonder that we should have so many 
undutiful children, un£uthful apprentices, . disobedient 
servants, untrusty workmeo> disloyal subjects, and bad 
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Bcmbera of society ? Whence ao much rapine, fonuca- 
tkw, and Uasphemy ? Do not all these evils centre in 
ignorance and contempt of the hordes day 1 And shaU we 
do nothing to check these growing evils ? 

<< Persons concemed for the welfare of the next gene, 
ration, and well wiediers to Church and state, have already 
set lis a fair example in Stroud^ Gloucester, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Leeds, Bristol, and many country parishes. 
They have attempted to remedy these evils by setting up 
Sunday schools, which, by keeping children from corrupt, 
ing <Nie another, by promoting their attendance on Divine 
worship, and by planting the first principles of useful 
knowledge in tiieir noinds, and of piety in their hearts, bid 
flur for a public reformation of manners, and for nipping, 
in the bud, the ignorance and impiety which are every 
where so common among the lower and more numerous 
classes of pec^le." 

6. The proposals concerning Sunday schools in the 
parish of Madeley were as follows : — 

L It is proposed. That Sunday schools be set up in this 
parish, for such children as are employed all ^ week, 
and for those whose education has been hitherto totally 



I. That the children admitted into these be taugfar 
reading, writing, and the principles oi religion. 

III. That there be a school for boys, and another for 
giris, in Madeley, Madel^ Wood, and Coalbrook Dale, 
six in all. 

IV. That a subscription be opened to pay each teacher 
one shilling per Sunday, and to buy tables, forms, books, 
pens, and ii^. 

Y. 'niat two treasurers be appointed to ask and leceive^ 
the coBtribations of the subsciibeflEu 

VI. That whosoevier sobsci^bes one gvineaa year shall 
be a governor. 

VII. T^at three <x four inspeetois be appointed, who 
are to visit the schO(^ ones a week, to see that die chiU 
dren attend regulaiiy, and the masteiv do their duty* 

VIIL That a book be provided, for setting down all 
receipts and expense ; and another for the names of the 
teachers and the scholars. 

IX. That the sehoob be solemnly visited once or twice 
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ftyrnKt; and a premium giren to the chikhneii that hav« 
mode the greatest improvement. 

7. As to the suecess oi his unwearied labours, afthdugh 
he was much discouraged when he first returned fnMn 
abroad) finding so many of those who had once rim well, 
|p»>wn weary and faint in their minds ; yet it was not 
long before he found fresh cause to rejoice, and to know 
^tat God was with him of a truth. It was not long before 
he observed a general reformation had taken place in the 
parish. Aaid it was not only an outward reformation, 
even of many that had been notorious for all manner of 
wickedness ; but an inward also : many, both young and 
old, having learned to worship God in spirit and in truth. 
A considerable number of these still mourn their loss of 
him, as sheep bereaved of their shepherd. And yet one 
cannckt doubt, but a still larger company of his own chil* 
dren have hailed hini on the celestitd shore. But the sea. 
aoa is coming when all seerets shall be laid open*; and aU 
the jewels of his crown shall be made manifest in that day. 

8. Oqo instance of the effect of his mmistry, he men- 
tioned some years smce at Bristbl. <^ One Sunday," said 
he, <<when I had done reading prayers at Madeley, I 
went up into the pulpit, intending to preach a sermon, 
which I had prepared for that purpose. But my mind 
was so confused that I could not recollect either my text 
or any part of ray sermon. I was afraid I should be 
obliged to come down, without saying any thing. But 
having recollected myself a little, I thought I would say 
something on the first lesson, which was the third chap. 
ter of Daniel, containing the account of the three worthies 
cast into the fiery furnace : I found, in doing it, such an 
extraordinary assistance from God, and such a singular 
enlargement of heart, that I supposed there must be some 
pecuhar cause for it. I therefore desired, if any of the 
eongregati(Mi had met with any thing particular, they 
would acquaint me with it in the ensuing week. 

**In consequence of this, the Wednesday after, a peiv« 
son came, and gave me the following account : — ^Mrs. K. 
had been for some time much concerned about her soul. 
She attended the church at all opportunities, and spent 
much time in private prayer. At this, her husband (who 
is a butcher) was e^ioeedingly enraged, and threatened 
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MTorely what he would do, if she did not leave off going 
to John Fletcher's church : yea, if she dared to go any 
more to any religious moetings whatever. When she 
told him she could not in conscience refrain from going, 
at least to the parish church, he grew quite outrageous, 
and swore dreadfully if she went any more he would cut 
her throat as soon as she came home. This made her 
cry mightily to God that he would, support her in the 
trying hour. And though she did not feel any great 
degree of comfort, yet having a sure conlidence in God, 
she determined to go on in her duty, and leave the event 
to him. Last Sunday, after many struggles with the 
devil and her own heart, she canie down stairs ready for 
church. Her hushand asked her whether she was re- 
solved to go thither? She told him she was. <Well 
then,' said he, < I shall not, as I intended, cut your throat ; 
hut I will heat the oven, and throw you into it the mo- 
ment you come home.' Notwithstanding this threatening, 
which he enforced with many hitter oaths, she went to 
church, praying all the way that God would strengdien 
her to suffer whatever might hefall her. While you were 
speaking of the three Hebrews whom Nebuchadnezzar 
cast into the burning fiery furnace, she found it all be^ 
longed to her, and God applied every word to her heart. 
And when the sermon was ended, eAie thought if she 
had a thousand lives, she could lay them all down for 
God. She felt her whole soul so filled with his love, thai 
she hastened home, fully determined to give herself to 
whatsoever God pleased ; nothing doubting but that either 
he would take her to heaven if he suffered her to be 
burned to death, or that he would some way deliver her 
even as he did his three servants that trusted in him. 
But when she opened the door, to her astonishment and 
comfort she found her husband's wrath abated, and soon 
had reason to believe that he was under a concern for 
the salvation of his soul. The next Lord's day, contrary 
to his former ungodly custom, he attended Divine service 
at the church, and even received the Lord's Supper. 
These good impressions, however, it is feared, have not 
produced any lasting change on his heart and life. But 
I now know why my sermon was taken from me, namely, 
that God might thus magnify his mercy/' 
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6. Many were the dangers he went through in the 
course of his ministry ; but the Lord delivered him out 
of them all. One of these Mrs. Fletcher relates in the 
following words : — 

'' My husband having appointed to preach one Sunday 
at a church about fourteen miles o% I felt some concern, 
for his riding so far» and doing the wivde Sunday's duty 
twice : eBJ>ecially as it was necessary for him to return 
home the same night. The evening being exceeding 
dark and wet, I was strongly led to commend him to God 
in prayer. While I was doing this, it was suggested to 
me that his horse wais falleo, and had thrown him over 
his head ; and the whole scene appeared to be clearly 
represented belbre my eyes. * My God,' said I, < he is 
thme. His life, his limbs, his health, all are thine 1 I 
commit him to thee by faith.' Immediate^ that word 
was impressed on my heart. The righteous is in the hand of 
the Lord: and there shaU no evilioueh him. And it filled 
my soul with such a sweetness, that I could feel no fear. 
The night was unocnnmonly bad, which occasioaed many 
friends to continue with me. And while they expressed 
their great uneasiness at his staying two hours longer 
than we could well account for, I was obliged to hide the 
calnmess I felt by silence, lest some should have supposed 
it insensibility. At laat he came well> and praising God ; 
but asked for water to wash himself, because his horse 
had fallen, and thrown him with great force over his 
head. Yet, glory be to God, he was no way hurt, except 
having a little skin grazed from one of his fingers. As 
lie set the h&rd always before him, so ke found his help. 
,in every time of n^eed." 

10. In the beginning of the year 1783, his kind frwadL 
and host, Mr. Greenwood, was called away. On this 
mournful ooeaaion iie writes as follows to Mrs. Thorn- 
ton: — 

" Yesterday I reeeinted your melancholy, joyful letter^. 
as I came bom the sacrament, where the grace of Crod 
had armed me to meet the awful newvu And is my mer* 
cifiil Jhoet £QBe ta reap the fruit of Ids mercy lo me ? I 
thought I diould have been permitted to go mrst and w^^ 
come him into everlasting habitations; but Providence 
has, efdered ^ ojtorwise, and I am left behind, to say, 
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with you and dear Mrs. Greenwood, The Lori gave, and 
. has taken away, and blessed he his hoiy name* 

*< The glory with which his setting sun was gilded, i^ 
the greatest comfort by which Heaven could alleviate his 
loss. Let me die as he did, and let my last end be like 
his ! I was so sensibly afTected by your account, that I 
could not help reading part of your letter at church in the 
aflemoon^ and desiring all the congregation to join me in 
thanksgiving, for the late mercies he had vouchsafed to 
my generous benefactor. On such occasions let sighs be 
.lost in praise; and repining in humbk submission and 
thankful acquiescence. I hope dear Mrs. Greenwood 
mixes a tear of joy with. a tear of sorrow. Who would 
not be landed on the other side the stream of time, if 
he were sure of such a passage ? Who would wish his 
best friend back on the shores of sorrow, so triumphantly 
left by Mr. Greenwood ? 

" So Mr. and Mrs. Perronet are no more j and Laza- 
rus is still alive! What scenes does this world afford? 
But the most amazing is certainly that of Emmanuel cruci- 
fied and offering us pardons and crowns of glory ! May 
we ever gaze at that wonderful object, until it has formed 
us into love, peace, a^d joy! We thank you for the 
sweet name you still call us by, and we heartily take the 
hint, and subscribe ourselves your affectionate, grateful 
friends, and ready servants in Christ, J. and'M. F." 

11. Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher had been earnestly requested 
by several serious persons at Dublin, to come oVer and 
spend a few weeks in that city, for the purpose of pro- 
moting the interests of religion, by their godly exhorta- 
tions and example. As long as mility or piety would 
suffer it, they declined the journey: but ailer being re- 
peatedly urged to undertake it, at ^ unl^d instances of 
the Methodist society, they judged it improper any lotoger 
to withhold their consent,' lest in disregardmg the solicit- 
: ations of a willing people, they should disobey the sum- 
mons of God. Accordingly; in the summer of this year, 
(1789,) they accepted the invitaticm, and appeared for a 
season in anothear kingdom, as two burning and shining 
lights. A gei^tleman of Dublin, who enjoyed much of 
Ui^ comfWf during this holy visit, writes as follows :*--« 
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" I wish it were in my power to send you any anee- 
dotes of our dear deceased friend. But, unless I were to 
send you an account of the words and actions of every 
•day, I know not where to begin. One particular circum- 
stance, however, I will relate. Upon his going to leave 
us, knowing the scanty pittance he received from his 
parish, we thought it but an act of common honesty to> 
refund him the expense he had been at -in coming, and to 
bear his charges ba/ck agaki. Accordingly, after he had 
preached, on the last evening of his stay among us, the 
steward and trustees united to press his acceptance of a 
sm^l purse, not as a present, but as a debt justly due to 
him. But he firmly oAd absolutely refused it. At lengthy 
-being very urgent with him, and importunate to sui excess, 
he took the purse in his hand. '^Well,' said he, * do you 
really force it upon file ? Must I accept of it ? Is it en- 
lirely mine ? And may I do with it as I please V * Yesj 
yes/ we all replied. ^God be praised, then, God be 
praised,' said he, casting his brimful eyes to heaven, * be- 
hold what a mercy is here ! Your poor's fund was just out: 
I heard some of you complaining that it was never so low 
before. Take this purse. G«i has sent it you, raised 
it among yoursedves, and bestowed it upon your poor. 
You cannot deny me. It is aajared to them. God be 
praised ! I thank you, I heartily thank you, my dear, kind 
brethren.' 

" Thus was his free Gospel a bountiful provision for 
our poor, while this last generous action served to harrow 
in the precious seed that his labour of love had been sow- 
ing among us. Indeed, it was a crowning of his labours,, 
a sealing of his message, that will never be forgotten by 
us, that is registered iii the pages of eternity, and will 
follow him among those works that he ever gloried to 
cast at the feet of Jesus." 

12. From Dublin, Aug. 23, he wrote to Lady Mary 
Fitzgerald as follows :^- 

*<HoNOT7itED AND Djbar Madam, — ^I See the truth of 
those words of our Lord, In me ye ihaU h(tve peace^ com- 
fort, strength, and joy ; b0 of good cheer. We ccune here 
to see the members of our Lord, and we find you removed, 
9iid removing farther «till than you now ar^. What doei^ 
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Aia providence teach us ? I learn tliat I must rejoice ia 
the Lord above all his members, and find them all in him, 
who filk aU in all ; who is the life of all our firiends, the 
joy of dl our brethren. If our Lord be your life, your 
strength, and your all, you cannot go from your s^ritusd 
friends ; they will meet you in the colnmon centre of all 
life and righteousness ; there they will bless you, rejoice 
in your joy, and S3mapathize in your sorrow. 

*< If Providence call you to England by Scotland, by 
which route your ladyship apprehends so much difficulty, 
you know we must, at least, go to heaven by a way equally 
painful, — the narrow way, the way maiked with blood, 
and with the tears and cross of^ the Son of God ; and if 
we follow him weeping, we shall return to^ everlasting 
jop on our Jieads, Even now the foretaste of those joys 
ia given to us through hope, fpr by hope toe are saved. Let 
our faith and hope be in God, rooted and grounded in him, 
who gives vital heat to our hearts, and who fans there the 
spark of grace miiich his mercy has kindled ; and may 
that spark, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, become 
a fire of holy love, heavenly ze»l, and heavenly glory .^ 
Such power belongeth to the Almighty. 

" My dear partner, who like myself, is deeply sencable 
of your ladyahip's kindness in remembering us, joins me 
in thanks for your obliging note, and in cordial wishes^ 
that all the desires of your believing soul may be granted 
you both for time, death, and eternity. We subscribe 
ourselves with grateful sincerity, honoured madam, your 
devoted servants in our bleeding Lord, 

*«J. and»LF." 

la. While in Dublin, Mr^ and Mrs. Fletcher were 
entertained chiefly at the house of William Smyth, Esq. 
On their return to Madeley, in November, they express- 
ed their gratitude for the kindness shown them in the 
following words : — 

" Deab Sir,— .The many great favours you have load- 
ed us with, during our long stay under your hospitable 
^of, prompted us lo. make the earhest stcknowledgmeftt of 
<Mir obHgatioDS, and to beg you would receive our warm^ 
est tiianks for «uch unexpected and undeserved tokens of 
yo«r brotherly love.. But (he de«ire of filling our only 
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frank, has hmderad .their being more early traced upon 
paper ; though they have been, are now, and we trust, 
shall ever be, deeply engraven on our hearts. You have 
united for us the Irish hospitality, the English cordiality, 
and the French politeness. And now, sir, what shall we 
say ? You are our generous benefactor, a&d we are your 
affectionate, though unprofitable servants. In one sense 
we are on a level with those to whom you show charity 
in the streets : we can do nothing but pray for you, your 
dear partner, and yours. You kindly received us for 
Christ's sake ; may God receive you freely for his sake 
also ! You have borne with our infirmities : the Lord bear 
with yours also ! You have let your servant serve us : 
the Lord give all his servants and his angels charge con- 
cerning you, that you hurt not your foot against a stone, 
and may be helped out of every difficulty ! You have given 
us a most pleasing resting f lace, and comfortable apart- 
ment under your roof, and pext your own chamber : the 
Lord grant you eternal rest with him in his heavenly man- 
sions! May he himself be your habitation and resting place 
for ever ; and place you and yours with his own jewels, in 
the choicest repository of precious things ! You have fed 
us with the richest food : may the Giver of every perfect 
gifl fit you for a place at hit table, and may you rank 
there with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ! You have given 
us wines : may you drink with Christ himself, the fruit of 
the vine, new in your Father's kingdom! You have given 
• us a rich provision for the way : when you cross the flood, 
the deep flood of death, may you find that youi heavenly 
Lord has made such a rich provision of faith, righteous, 
ness, hope, and joy for you, that you may rejoice, tri- 
umph, and sing, while you leav^ your earthly friends to 
go home I which, by the by, is more than we were enabled 
to do\ for instead of singing in our cabins, there was very 
different melody. 

" However, we could soon, with grateful, joyful hearts, 
look back from the British to^ the IwAi shore, and greet in 
spirit the dear friends we had left there. The Lord-bless 
and increase them in spiritual, and if .best for them, in 
temporal goods also! The Lord crown them and theira 
with loving kindness, and mercies equal to the love of our 
God, and the merits of our Saviour ! And now, dear sir, 
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what ^wU I aU? I eaBaot now evc^n se^ my Kbie, btit 
through the mM^ttitft of your love, and the token with 
which it alternately loads my pocket and my hand. I 
cannot even seal a letter with a good wafer, hut I find a 
new can to repeat my thitnks to you. I would beginagain, 
hut my scrap of paper is full, as well as my heart ; and I 
must spare a line to tell you that I had the pleasure of 
seeing our kind benefactress, Mrs. Smyth, safe at Bristol, 
with her little charge and Lady Mary. We remain, dear 
air, your most affectionate and most obliged pensioners 
and servants, J. and M. F." 

At the same time they addressed an affectionate letter 
to the menb^rs of the Methodist society in Dublin, from 
which I present the reader with the following short ex- 
tract : — 

" To all the dear brethren, who after kindly inviting John 
and Mlby Fletcher, patiently bearing with them and their 
infirmities, and entertaining them in the most hospitable. 
Christian manner, have added to all their former favours, 
that of thanking them for their most pleasant and profit, 
able journey : — 

<< Brbthsbn, Aif d Dkably Bsloyed in the Lord, — 
We had felt shame enough under the sense of your kind, 
ness and patience toward us, and o£ our improfitableness 
toward you, when at DuhMn. You needed not have added 
to our shame by the new token of your love, the friendly 
letter we have received from you. We are indebted to 
you, dear brethren ; we owed you the letter of thanks you 
have gratuitously sent. But in all things you will have 
tiie preeminence, and we are glad to drink the cup of 
humility at your feet. May the Lord, who can part the 
sea by the touch of a rod, and could at first cause the 
earth to bring forth abundantly all manner of trees and 
plants, without seed, so bless the seed of the word, which 
we sowed in great weakness amopg you, as to make it 
produce a fuH crop of humble repentance, cheerful faith, 
triumphant hope, and the sanctifying influences of God's 
Spirit in your hearts^ in all your families, in all your 
assemblies, and in your whole society ! If your profuse 
Uberality toward us, abounded to the comfort of our poor 
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faneliireA, we doubly r^ice on yoicr accotrnt^ and ott 

14. The laying the foundation of die Sunday schools 
at Madeley was the last public woric in winch he was 
employed. But as the liberal man is ever devising fibe* 
nd things, he had several plans in his mind for providing 
for a great number of des<^ate children, brought up oaly 
la beg and steal. Such this populous parish, and indeed 
most others, afford in great abundance. He had likewise 
proposed writing various little tracts, for the use of the 
schools. But He who cannot err, saw good to call his 
servant hence to enjoy, rather than leave him here to do 
and suffer, 

15. I shall conclude this chapter with some short 
extracts from two or three of his letters to his friends, 
written during the last year of his life. These I shall 
here insert with a view to show that his ideas of, and 
zeal for, spiritual, etpeitmental, and practical refigion, 
including universal holiness of heart and life, continued 
unvaried to the end of his days, and that to the last he 
" walked by the Sfune Tule," by which he had walked 
from the beginning, "minded the same things," and per- 
severed " to press to the mark, for tlie prize of his high 
calling,'* never satisfied with what he had attained. 

September 13, 1784, he writes to Mr. Ireland thus : — •. 
" Surely the Lord keeps us bdfh in slippery places, that 
we may still sit loose to all below. Let us do so more 
and more, and make the best of those dayis which tiie 
Lord grants us to finish the work he Has given ue to do. 
O let us fall in with the gracious designs of his provi- 
dence : trim our lamps, gird our loihs, and prepare to 
escape to the heavenly shore, as Paul did, when he saw 
the leaky ship ready to go to the bottom, and made him- 
self ready to swim to the land. 

"I keep in my centry-box till Providence remove mfe: 
my situation is quite suited to my littie strength ; I may 
do as much or as little as I please, accor£ng to my 
weakness : and I have an advants^ which I can have no 
where else, in such a degree : — ^my little field of action is 
just at my door, so that if I happen to overdo myself, I 
have but a step from my pulpit to my bed, and from my 
bed to my grave. If I had a body full of vigour, and a 
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purse full of money, I should like well enough to travel 
•bout as Mr. Wesley does ; but as Providence does not 
call me to it, I readtily submits The snail does best in 
its shell : were it to aim at gallopping like the race horse, 
it would be ridiculous indeed. I thank God, my wife, 
who joins me in thanks to you for your kind offer^ is quite 
of my mind with respect to the jpall we have to a seden- 
tary life. We are two poor invalids, who between us 
make Ao//* a labourer. 

" She sweetly helps me to drink the dregs of life, and 
to carry with ease the daily cross. Neither of us are 
long for this world ; we see it, we feel it, and by looking 
at death and his Conqueror, we fight beforehand our last 
battle, with that last enemy, whom our dear Lord hath 
overcome for tis." 

Jan. 21, J 785, he says to Mrs. Thornton : — " Between 
the living and the dead, (being dying worms ourselves,) 
what manner of people ought we to be in our generation? 
If we cannot be wbat we would, burning and shining 
lights, showing forth the glory, the mercy, the love of our 
Lord, as those who flame with indefatigable zeal, and run 
a race of immense labours, let us at least lie meekly at 
Christ's feet, as Mary, or patiently hang on the ctoss, as 
our common Lord. 

. ^' I want much to know how you all do in soul and 
body : as for me, I mak# just shift to fill up my little 
centry.box, by the help of my dear partner. Had we 
more strength we should have opportunity enough to 
ex^rt it. O that we were but truly faithful in our Itttle 
place ! Your great stage of London is too high for peo- 
ple of little ability and little strength, and therefore we 
are afraid of venturing upon it, lest the consequence 
should be our brin£;ing new burdens on our generous 
friends. We shoula be glad to rise high in usefulness ; 
but God, who needs us not, calls us to sink in deep resig- 
nation and humiUty. His will be done!" 

To Mr. Henry Brooke, Feb. 28, his words are : — " We 
are all shadows. Your mortal parent hath passed away ; and 
we pass away after him. Blessed be the Author of every 
good and perfect gift for the shadow of his eternal pater- 
nity displayed to us in our deceased parents. What was 
good, loving, and lovely in them, is hid with Christ iit 
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Hhi i wh^ne w« may «till oojoy it un|»Kcd^, vi4 where 
we flb^ «a|p|tct<2||f ei\ioy H when he shall appear. A 
iee«K>D I leam dpily w to eee things axvi persons in their 
inpUiHe root^ and in their eterwd principle f where they 
are not suhjeet <to change, decay, and death ; but where 
Ibay UoBsom and shine in the primeval excellence allots, 
ted them by their gracious Creator. By these means I 
learn totwalk by fi^, and not by vi^ht ; but, hke a child, 
instead of walking straight and firm in tk^ good, spiritual 
way» I a^ stiU apt to cling here or there ; which makes 
oie cry, <J>>rd| let me see aU Ibings more clearly^ that I 
may never mistake a. shadow for Ihe substance, ncnr put 
any xsrea^ure^ no not for a moment^ in the place of the 
Creator ; who deserves to be loved, admired, and sought 
afler, with atf the powers of our souls.^ 

^'l^acinff huhimge in all the ibotsteps of nature, or 
looking for the Pivme siffnsture on every creature, as we 
would look for the king^ image on an old, rusty moMi 
is true philosophy ; and to find out that, which is of Goa 
in Qursdvegy is true wisdom, genuine gckllinees. I hope 
you wiU never be afraid, nor asham^ of it. I see nd 
danger in these studies an4 mediations, provided we still 
keep the end in view, — the oZZ of God, and the shadomji 
fwihmai»99 of aU that is visible* 

" With respect to the great pentecostal display of the 
Spirit's glory, I irtill look for it within and without ; and 
fo look for it aright is the lesson I am leaming. 

<< I am glad your partner goes on simply and believinfj^. 
Suoh a com^MuiiQn is a great blessing, if you know how 
to msbe use ^ it For * when two of you shall agree 
louehjbg any one thing in prayer, it shall be done/ My 
wifo and I endeavour to fathom the meaning of that deef 
promise ; join your Hne to ours, and let us search what, 
after aU^ exceeds knowledgBy'^ mean the wisdom and 
Ihe power, the love an^ faithfulness of God. Adieu, 
Be G9d% as the French say$ and see Ood pours in 
Christ." 

The last letter, probably, which he wrote, dated July 10, 
1785, aliout three weeks bef<»e his death, and a fortnin^ 
before he was tdtenill, is addmssed to his faitl^ firiend^ 
Mr, Indaod, m the following words >^ 
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«*Mt Dbab Fkiend, — Blessed be Grod, we are still 
aliye, and in the midst of many infirmities, we enjoy a 
degree of health, spiritual and bodily. O how good 
was the Lord to come as Son of man to live here for lis, 
and to come in his Spirit to live in us for ever ! This 
is a mystery of godliness : the Lord make us full wit. 
nesses of it ! 

" A week ago I was tried to the quick by a fever with 
which my dear wife was afflicted: two persons whom 
she had visited, having been carried off, within a pistol 
shot of bur house, I dreaded her being the third. But 
the Lord hath heard prayer, and she is spared. O what 
is life! On what a slender thread hang everlasting 
things ! My comfort, however, is that this thread is as 
strong as the will of God, and the word of his grace, 
which cannot be broken. That grace and peace, love, 
and thankful joy, may ever attend you, is the wish of 
your most obliged friends, J. and M. F." 



CHAPTER X. 

Bis character^ taken chiefly from the Rev. Mr. Gilpin'i 
account, 

1. Although it be the method of almost all writers^ 
(Mr* Wesley's Life of Fletcher,) to place the character of 
the person whose life they write, at the conclusion of their 
work, ihelre seems to be a particular reason for pursuing 
a different plan with respect to Mr. Fletcher. God gave 
such an unconmion display of his power and goodness, in 
behalf of his highly favoured servant, at his death, that it 
seems quite proper the account of that last scene should 
close the history of him, and that nothing should follow 
it. I shall therefore here insert the best account I can 
collect of the character of this great and good man. But 
as we have scarce any light from himself, there is a 
peculiar difficulty in the way. *^He was on all occa- 
sions," as Mr. Wesley has justly observed, ** very un. 
conunonly reserved in speaking of himself, whether in 
writing or conversation. He hardly ever said any thing 
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ooncsming himself, unless It slipped from him unawares* 
And among the great number of papers which he has 
ie^j there is scarce a page (except that single account 
of his . conversion to God) relative either to his oivn 
inward experience, or the transactions of his life. So 
th^the most of the information we have is gathered up, 
either from short hints scattered up and down in his let- 
ters, from what he had occasionally dropped among 
his frieuds, or from what one and another remembered 
concerning him.". 

2. From the imperfect account, however, which has 
already been given of him, any discerning person may, 
with very little difficulty, extract his character. In 
general it is easy to perceive that a more, excellent man 
has not appeared in the Church for some ages. It is 
true, in several ages, and in several countries, many men 
have excelled in particular virtues and graces. But who 
can point out, m any ^ige or nation, one that so highly 
excelled in all? One that was enabled, in so large a 
measure, to put on the whole armour of God 1 Yea, so to 
ptxt on Christ as to perfect holiness in the fear of God ? 

3. It is evident, as 5fc* Gilpin relates, {Portrait, page 
42,) that his life mi^ht, with the greatest propriety, be 
termed "a life of Hiith." Througn the whole of his 
Christian pilgrimage he walked by faith, not by sight. 
By faith he embraced the truths of the Gospel, when they 
were first proposed to him in plainness and simplicity $ 
not barely admitting, but relying upon them with an entire 
confidence. By faith he relinquished the world, while it 
presented him with m^ny flattering prospects, choosing 
rather to suffer ajfliction with the people of God, than to 
er^oy.the pleasures of sin for a season. By faith he en- 
dured the displeasure of his friends, and patiently suffered 

'their contradiction, esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures of the world, and having 
respect unto the recompense of reward. By faith he 
engaged himself in the jChristian warfare, unmoved either 
by its difficulties or its dangers ; and by faith he endured 
to the end, as seeing Him who is intnsible. Though his 
faith was always increasing, yet, during his Christian 
profession, there never wcw a time in which he was 
regarded as a man weak, or wavering in the faith of the 
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Oosp^. On liM contmj, he seems to Imlw botne a 
strong resemblaiice to those two extraordinary chaiacters^ 
whose faith, npon their Tery first application to Christ, 
not only procured his apprah^tton, but appeared to excite 
his astonishm^it. 

4. His faith was frequently put to the severest teste f 
but, after being tried to the uttermost, it remained un« 
shaken. He regarded the promises of God as the firm 
supports of this grace, nor was he ever seen to stttggir at 
any of those promises through unbelief* If the promise . 
was great and important ; if its fall accomplishment was 
even doubted by his most esteemed fallow labourers^ 
yet this holy man condnued strong in faith, giifing ^cry 
to God ; being fyUy persuaded that vhat he^lMd promised 
he was able cUso to perform. By this mighty grace he 
engaged in the most difllcult duties, and saw many mount* 
ainous obcitoel^fl removed from his path. By this he was 
enabled to bear the heat and burden of^ dmf; and, by 
this, notwithstanding all the discouragements that could 
be thrown in his way, he went en from conquering t^ 
conquer. 

5. "The nature of his faith was evidenced by the 
worics it produced. He stood not as a cumberer of the 
ground in his Master's vineyard ; but, Uhe a tree planted 
by the water side, he brought ibrth his fruit in due season. 
He stood as an humble representation of that tree oi life, 
which grows by the river of paradise ; for in his firuit 
there was a wonderful variety, and every successive sea* 
son was with him a season of spiritual plenty. He not 
only bore that delicate kind of fruit which requires the 
sunshine of prosperity ; but produced^ with equal Inxuri^ 
ance, those hardier graces which can only be matured by 
the rigours of adversity. 

6. " It is the privilege of every Christian t^ be united 
to Christ : that as he and the Father are one, so his dis« 
ciples may be one with Uieir adorable Master. Hiis 
privilege, in its lowest sense, is inconceivably estimable 
m the Church of Christ ; but by this eminent servant <*f 
God it was enjoyed in a more than ordinary degree< 
His union with the blessed Jesus, answerable to the 
gieatness of his faith, was intimate and constant. He 
experienoc^d the fulfUmeat of that condescending promise^ 
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^any man hear my voices and open the door, I toiU come 
in to him, and sup. with him, and he with me : he obeyed 
the summons and received the promised visitant; and 
from that time his heart became the dwelling place of 
Christ. There he experienced the teachings of un- 
created wisdom, and held ineffable communion with thd 
Author and Finisher of faith, imbibing abundantly the 
spirit of his Divine Instructor, and sitting under his sha^ 
daw with great delights By this sacred intercourse, con- 
tinued from day to day, his union with Christ became so 
entire, that he was at length enabled to adopt the expres-. 
sive declaration of the great apostle, — / live, yet not ly 
hut Christ liveth in me. 

7. " The strictness of this union was evinced by hist 
whole disposition and carriage. The mind that was in 
Christ was discovered also in him. He denied himself, 
h« took up his cross, and trod in the footsteps, of hiv 
Master. He cheerfully submitted to the yoke of Jesus, 
and was efiectually taught by his example to be meek and 
Undy in heart. He breathed the language of universal 
benevolence, -and copied the character of his Lord with 
so great exactness that aU men took knowledge of him thai 
he jhad been with Jesusl Fellowship with Christ is, with 
the generality of Christians, a state of much uncertainty^ 
and subject to many changes ; but, by this holy man, it 
Was weU nigh uninterruptedly- enjoyed, through all the 
difTerent stages of the spiritual life. It was his consola- 
tion in the season of adversity, and his glory in the day of 
rejoicing ; it sustained him in the' hour of temptation, and 
afibrded him peace in the midst of trouble. At home 
or abroad, he still was sitting with Christ Jesus in hea- 
venly places. In sickness or health, he. daily cionferred 
with this Physician of inestimable vsdue. In honour or 
dishonour, he still was dignified with the favour of this 
everlasting King. In short* the whole circle of. his Chria« 
tian friends are ready to testify, thajt neither tribulation, 
nor distress, nor perseeubkm, nor life, nor death, were able 
to sqfutrate this faithful pastor frow the love of Christ ; for 
whom he suffered the loss of aU things, and by whose 
gracious presence that loss was abundantly overpaid/' 

8. Next to his faith, and. the union and communion 
vhich he had with Christ thereby, we may notice his 
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patimce wadforHttide under the various trials y^erehy Im 
uith and other graces were exercised. *< Thmi, O God^ 
hast tried %is like as eilToer is triedy has been the lan^ 
guage," observes Mr* Gilpin, " of the faithful in every 
period of the Church : for whom the Lord hneth Tie chas^ 
tamh, arid scoargeth every sen leAom he receweth. Of 
that ehaeHsementy whereof aU the childreii of the kingdom 
are fortakersy Mr. Fletcher was not without a painM 
shares He had fellowship with Christ in his sufferings, 
and could bear ampl6 testimony to the fatherly corree- 
tione of that righteous God, whose fire is to Si&nj aand 
MsfwmaceinJsmsaJtem* His trials were of various kiods, 
frequently repeated ; many times of long continuance ; 
anidf on some occasion peculiarly severe* But from 
whatever quarter his trials arose, whether he su£foie4 
through bodily infirmity and pain, from the infidelity of 
false dftAr^, or from the despitefulness of open eaeisies,, 
he suffered as a man unreservedly devoted to the will of 
God, regarding neither ease nor health, the consolations 
of social intercourse, nor the estimation of the wovid, but 
so far as they tended to promote either the welfare ei hift 
brethren, or the glory of their eommon Lord. 

0. ^ Three things were especially observable ia hi* 
^conduct, with respect to trial» in generaL 

" Ftfst.. He was careful never to plunge hnnself iniok 
difficulties through iqadvertence and precipitation* Con-^ 
seious that his path was encompassed with inimtnerabl^ 
dangers and snares, he proceeded in his course with th» 
utmost wariness and circumspeetion, deliberating on the 
te&dency of every expression, ai^d weighing ^ ptobahl^ 
consequences of every step* Without swerving to thsi 
one hand by mtemperate zeal, or to the other by world^ 
compliance, he steadily persevered in the path of duty,, 
endeavouring to ha:be atisays a ooititcience void of offenca 
toward God^ and toward meiK 

*^ Secondly* Wherever he saw a trial awaiting him, in 
the order of Pro'ddence, how terrific an aspect sbever it 
ought wearv he went on to meet it without the liivsl mdu 
«iition of despondency op fe^ He esteemed no difRxMiff 
too gK«al to be surmeuiited^ no cross loo heavy to be eiu 
dared^ nor any enemy too strong td be opposed^ iii- tho 
wajr at God's appointoentH Here he considered bi«aelf 
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tft under the immediate protection of the Almighty^ aad 
knowing in wham he befieoed^ he committed the J^eping of 
his seultohim in todUdoing, as unto a faithful Creator* 

" Thirdly, He entered into the conflict under a lively 
impreistsion of the truth of that apostolic deciaratioii : 
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; for when he 
is tried he shedl receive the crown of life* This sentiment 
sustained him in the day of trouble, and produced in him 
a degree of fortitude proportioned to the severity of the 
trial. He could smile under the languors of disease, and 
the violence of pain ; he could hear, without emotion, the 
reproaches of malice, and receive, without resentment,. 
the shafts of ingratitude ; couiUing it all joy when hefeU 
into divers temptatiowf, and glorifying the Lord in the 
fiercest fires of affliction. 

10. "But while he discovered an astonishing degree 
of firmness under the sharpest trials, he ^ms a' peHect' 
stranger to that stoical suUenness which steels the heart 
against the attacks of adversity. His fortitude was sus« 
tained, not by insensibility^ but by patience and resigna:. 
tion. Through the most afflicting providential dispensa^ 
tions his attention was fixed upon that wondrous example 
of patient suffering which was exhibited in the High 
Priest of his profession : and if ever his sensibility con* 
strained him to cry out, Fathery ifii be possible^ let this eup 
passfrorn me ; his resignation as constantly disposed him 
to add, nevertheless, not my wiU, hut thine be done. Such 
was the conduct of Mr. Fletcher with respect to trials of 
every kind. He never created them through imprudence ^ 
he never avoided them through timidity ; he never endured 
them, but with an uncommon share of fortitude and 
patience : and it may be added, that he never experienced 
the removal of a trial without thankfully ascribuig his 
mipport under it, and his deliverance from it, to the gwu 
cioui) interference of that invisible arm which is mighfif 
to save. 

11. << With such dispositions, it is not difficult to con- 
ceive, that lilce Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, he h^td 
communion With the Son of God in the hottest yurtiace qf 
friction ; so that» like Job, he came forth from the most 
grievous trials as gdd purified in the fire. The friends 
he haa left bebmdr hhn can joyfiiUjr testify^ that he had 
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learned the happy art of glorying even in inMoHomt^ 
from a consciousness that tribulation worketh patience; 
and patiencey\^perience; and experience, hope. Nay» 
they are farther prepared to testify, that his hope was 
matured into the fullest assurance, when they recollect 
how he would frequently come forth from a state of keen 
distress, repeating the confidential exclamation of the 
great apostle : l^io shaU separate us from the love of 
Christ ? ShaU tribtdationy or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword 7 Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors, through him that hath 
hoed us.'' 

12. His devotion to the Lord Jesus was equal to his 
faith in him, and his other graces. << Though this be 
strictly enjoined by the Church," as is justly observed by 
the author last quoted, {Portrait, page 65,) "it is rarely 
discernible in the conduct of her members. As the majo« 
rity of Christians are satisfied with a superficial know- 
ledge of the Redeemer, so their devotion to him is purely 
of a professional nature. Their attachment to Christ may 
dispose them to some few external marks of respect to- 
if'ard him, but is insufficient to produce in them any single 
act of genuine obedience, or^elf-denial. They reverence 
his name, while they reject his authority ; and acknow^ 
ledge him as a Saviour, while they refuse to follow him 
as a guide. In all these respects it was totally otherwise 
with the man whose character is here faintly delineated. 
His devotion to Christ was sincere and unreserved, first 
as a private Christian, and afterward as a minister of 
the Gospel, As a private Christian, he was a strict and 
constant follower of the blessed Jesus, renouncing, for hia 
sake, all the transient gratifications of time and sense. 
Whatever he had formerly admired and pursued, he 
voluntarily laid at the feet of his Lord. Those xequiaitiona 
of Christ, which are generally looked upon as strict in the 
extreme, he submitted to without a murmur ; cutting off 
the right hand, plucking out the right eye, and casting 
away whatever might prove offensive to his spotless Mas- 
ter, with all the detern^ination of a deep-rooted attach*, 
ment. He cast aside every weight, he resisted every 
pin, and neglected nothing that might prove either the 
sinQerit^ of his zeal^ or the fervour of his iQve^ Hq dedi« 
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ctied kk time, hiB stadie*, has acquintiona, and his nib- 
stance to the service of his Lord ; and desiied to present 
Uan, at once, witk fakr whole being, as a living sacrifice, 
sxfKressiTe of his entire devotifm. 

19. ^'As a mimstei of the Gospel, his devotion to 
Christ was expressed, if possible, in a still more absolute 
nuomer. He Altered mcne unifversally into his service, 
tnd manifested a greater degree of zeal for the honour of 
his name* He imitated his perfections in a more unlimit- 
ed sense, and interested himself more deeply in (he exten- 
sion of his kingdom upon eartb. His renunciation of the 
worM became more complete, and his self-denial mors 
strict* He acted with greater resohition, and sufiered 
with greater firmness, in the cause of Christianity. His 
devotion to Christ was now carried to a higher pitch than 
Boat Christians are willing to believe attainable in the 
pcesent life. He had no interest to serve, no inclinatioii 
tD gratify, nor any connection to maintain, bat such as 
was entirely conformable to the nature of his union with 
the holy Jesus* Wherever be came, he breathed the 
spirit of devotion, and wherever he was familiarty known, 
the purity, the fervour, the resolution, and the cocstaney 
of that devottoD, were universally apparent^ He daily 
Mt and acted in conformity to the powerfiil obligations by 
whidi he was bound to the Captain of his salvation. His 
vows of inviolable afiection and fidelity were solemnly 
reoewed, as occasion ofiered, both in public and in private : 
and it was wonderfol to observe, through all the vicissi- 
tudes of his Christian warfare, how perfect a harmony 
was maintained between his inclinations and his engage- 
ments, his habits and his profession. It would be 
very easy to expatiate largely under this head, though 
very difficult to give a description, in any tolerable degree, 
adequate to the subject. Instead of presenting the reader 
with several pages upon the point now before us, it shall 
suffice to say, that this^enerable man's entire deooihn to 
Jesus Christ, as a minister of the Gospel, was variously 
expressed, 'in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, 
in distresses, in labours, in watchings, in fastings, by pure- 
ness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the 
Holy Ghost, by k>ve unfeigned, by the wofd of truth, by 
the power of God, by die armour of righteouMieas on the 
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right hand and on the left, by honour and dishonour, by- 
evil report and good rep<)rt."*' 

14. Another particular in his chamcter, touched upon 
by Mr. Gilpin, (Portrait, page 252,) is his perfect disin- 
leresledness. " Upon his discovering," says he, " the 
goodly, pearl of evangelical truth, Mr. Fletcher, like the 
merchant in the Gospel, immediately bartered his all for 
the poBseE^sion of so invaluable a gem. Till then, he had 
been engaged in pursuits of a worldly nature : but, -from 
that time, he sought after no other treasure than the 
unsearchable riches of grace, nor. desired any inheritance 
except that which is reserved for the saints in everlasting 
light. Through every period of his religious life he ap- 
peared as a pilgrim and stranger in the world, unallured 
by its smiles, unmoved by its frowns, and uninterested in 
its changes. His affections were wholly, fixed upon things 
above ; and while thousands and ten thousands were con- 
tending around him for the advantages and honours of the 
present life, he desired to pass unnoticed through its idle 
hurry, without being entangled in its concerns, or encum- 
bered with its gifts. It was with him, as with a person 
engaged in a race, which must be attended with immense 
gain or irreparable loss, — ^he kept his eye immovably fixed 
upon the goal ; and whatever gilded trifles were thrown in 
his way, he sesoiutely trampled on them all, uninterrupt- 
edly pressing toward the mark, for the prize of his high call, 
ing in CJtrisi Jesus, His mind was never distracted with 
a multiplicity of objects, nor did he ever mingle temporal 
expectations with eternal hopes. Considering one thing 
only as absolutely necessary to his happiness, while he 
pursued the substance, he rejected the sl^ow ; and while 
he contended for an incorruptible crown, he had no ambi- 
tion to appear in the fading garlands of earthly glory. 
Possessed of that faith which overcometh the world, he be- 
held it with the feelings of his tempted Master : anxious 
for its good, but despising its yoke ; prepared to labour 
in its service, but resolute to reject its rewards ; deaf to 
jits promises, blind to its prospects, and dead to its enjoy- 
ments. 

15. " He received, indeed, a part of his maintenance 
from^ the altar at which he served : but so scanty was the 
income produced by his parish, that it scarcely sufficed. 
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in some years, for the liberality of his contributions 
toward the relief of the poof. Yet so perfectly satisfied 
was he with his inoonside rafale appointments at Madeley, 
that he desired nothing more than to conclude both his 
labours and his life in that favoured village. Had he 
been disposed to improve every favourable opportunity 
of advaiicing his temporal interests, he -might have suc- 
ceeded beyond many who are anxiously plotting and con- 
triving the means of their future promotion in the world. 
But as a proof of his superiority to every allurement of this 
nature, he peremptorily refused, once and again, the offer 
of additional preferment. And, as a farther testimony of his 
perfect disinterestedness, after having so far destroyed 
his health by the excess of his labours, that he was 
obliged to retire for a season from his charge, he solemnly 
determined, in case of continued weakness, to give up 
together the profits and duties of his ministerial station." 

The reader will recollect the anecdote respecting his 
disinterestedness when in Dublin. But the disposition 
here described was not confined to pecuniary matters. 
It was exemplified through his whole conduct, which 
manifested, upon all occasions, that he acted under the 
entire influence of that disinterested charity which seehah 
not her own* 

16. And ^ he regarded not his own temporal interest, 
so neither did he seek his own honour^ " Among all the 
candidates for human praise," proceeds Mr. Gilpin, 
(Portrait, page 153,) *< there is none more conspicuous 
than the man who exhibits his pretensions to applause 
from the pulpit. Dishonourable as it is to the cause of 
Ohri^ianity, the place, from which humility and self, 
denial were formerly recommended to the world, is fre- 
qiiently employed^ by modem divines, as a stage for the 
ostentatious display of their superior parts and accom- 
plishments. Preferring the praise of men before the 
honour that cometh from God, multitudes of past6rs are 
more solicitous to be ranked with profound theologists, 
elegant scholars, and masters of elocution, than to be 
numbered among the zealous and unaffected preachers 
of the everlastifig Gospel. They court the applause of 
the world by seeking after such qualifications as will 
naturally recommend them to its favour; wh^e they 
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'(«0Ciii» IbenaseNea fxooi te r«pfo«4Aeii i^ eftiwiutty 
avoiding whatever might tend tp degrade theoi in U« 
.estimtttion* In sbort» ibey «re ^ibundaptly more soUciiU 
OU8 £oT the advancement of their own reputation, A»9 
lor the honour of their Ma«ter, or the increase of his 
kingdom. 

17. " Between pastors of this description and Mr* 
Fletcher, the most distant reaemhlance was not to be 
discovered* The favour of God was his ultinmie sim 
Ibrough Ufe ; and, for the possession of so invaluable a 
privilege, he was content to forego the riches^ the £miod» 
«liip, and even the good opinion of the world. Despiong 
Ibe coflMnon pursuits of men, he aspired after tl^ true 
greatness which never yet excited the envy of the miglHy, 
or the emulation of the ambitious. WJuOsoever things 
mre puret tchataoever tUngs are londy^ tDhgisoever tkingf 
are <^good report, in such things he was daily and diU. 
^enUy occupied ; not that the report of his virtues might 
raise his reputation among men, but rather that he might 
become an exafuple to the MieverSy in word^ in conversa- 
Horn, in eharUjfy in faitk^ in epiritf in purity. Though 
few men have ever had so |ust a claim as himself to wii. 
versal approbation, yet no «an ev^er appeared so perfeeHy 
deaf to the syren voice of admiration and praise* He 
permitted nothing to be related m his presence that ap. 
patently tended tp his advantage. JSe could hear his 
actions censured, his opinions condenmed, and his ch««. 
racter traduced, with an astonishing degree of sMent 
oompoaure. But if at any time his virtues or abilities 
were mentioned with the least appearance of respect, he 
would instantly put a stop to the conversation wiUi an air 
.o£ severity which he seldom assumed upon any othsir 
occasion. On matters of this nature he resolutdy rer 
^sed to hear the voice of the charmer, with- whatever 
discretion and delicacy the subject might be attempted. 
He counted himself no better ithaa an improiitable servant: 
.and, as such, it was an invariable rule with him, in every 
oompany, to take the lowest seat ; which he occupied, not 
as a man who was conscious that his merits entitled him 
to a more honourabie place, but rather as one who coiv> 
«idered himself unworthy o{ the favour of Gpd, or the 
notice «»f jpaan. 
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18» << A3 an ambassador of Jesus Christ, he> sought 
not his own honour, but the honour of him that sent him* 
Neither exalted by the grace he had received, nor elated 
with his success in the ministry, he still opened his com- 
mission in every place, in the lowly manner of the great 
apostle : Unto me who am less than Uie least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preachihe unsearchable riches 
of Christ, He counted nothing either upon his attainments 
or his talents. Instead of endeavouring to make a pom- 
pous display of his excellencies, he studiously concealed 
them from the notice of the world : and whether he was 
engaged in planting witlv Paul, or in watering with 
ApoUos, he sought to turn every eye from the person of 
the labourer to the presence of that God who alone can 
give the increase. Far from courting the applause of a 
world in whiph his Lord had been publicly despised and 
rejected, he was sincerely disposed to drink of the cup, 
and to be baptized with the baptism of his Master, 

19. '* Instead of toiling for the triumphs of vain glory, 
he inured himself to bear the reproach of the cross : and 
instead of soliciting the smiles of the world, he prepared 
himself to endure the contradiction of sinners. Fully 
persuaded, that it is enough for the disciple that he he as, 
his Master, he sought after an entire conformity to the 
mind and character of his Lord* Though formed to 
preside, he voluntarily took upon himself the form of a 
servant, and submitted to the lowest offices of condescen- 
sion and charity. Though capable, as a preacher, of 
fixing the attention, and raising the admiration of the 
ipultitude, he absolutely renounced all pretensions to 
x^gard, and modestly made himself of no reputation. As 
a proof that be was not ambitious, either of the uppermost 
seats in synagogues, or of honourable salutations in 
places of public resort, he laboured for the ChujrGh in a 
state of comparative retirement and obscurity: manifestly 
evidencing to all around him that he came not to he minis* 
tered unto, hut to minister. In this unenvied situation of 
bis choice he spent the laborious days of a useful life, as 
unknown, yet well known; as sorrowfuly^et always rejoic- 
ifug ; as pooTi yet making many rich ; as having nothingf 
and yet possessing all things. Thus, hy a patient continue 
once in wdUdomgf he sought for glory ^ lunumr% and im* 

27 
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aw f a lfty, unmilked by the ambiUdim and ^e vaiiii hut 
emnently eonspieuous among those 0ht»e ptaue i$ noi- 
of men, hut of GoA.^^ 

20. Nearly relatecl to bis disregaid of, and deadness lo 
the praise of men, was his humUUy. ** This," continaes 
Mr. Gilpin, {Poftrctk, page 128,^ «« is at once the ground, 
work and perfection of Christianity. Where this holy 
temper increases in the soul, there every grace is pro- ' 
portionaMy carried toward a state of maturity; but' 
wherever this is wanting, there, sooner or later, every 
appearance of grace must wither and die : €k>d resisteUi 
the proud, hut giveth grace unto the humble. Examples 
of deep humility are uncommon, even in the Church of 
Christ : but among the rarest examples of this kind, Mr. 
Fletcher must be allowed a distinguished place. From 
his natural disposition, perhaps no man had ever greater 
opposition to struggle against in his progress to humility ; 
but as few professors of teligion were ever known to 
remst their natural prdpensicies with so determined a 
resolution, fbw ever gained so complete a victory over 
themselves as Mr. Letcher. Lowliaesd of mind was 
considered, by the generality of his friends, as the most 
distinguished trait in the character of this great man; 
and it may be truly asserted, that no person ever conversed 
with him, either at home or abroad, without being struck 
with the genuine meekness and simplicity of his' whole 
carriage^ This adhurable disposition, which is lovely in 
the lowest of its possessors, was peculiarly striking in 
him, in whom it sh<Mie forl^ amid an uncommon variety 
of accompHshttents, and attended with a train of exceK 
lent graces. 

21. •* Wherever he appeamd, he Was seeh, aecording 
to the advice of St. Peter, completely elothed in kumiUty :'■ 
and though there was something singular in this truly 
Christian garb, yet its unaff^ed comeliness was univer- 
sally acknowledged and admired. Many who think it 
necessary to appear before God in a state of humiliation, 
come forth from their closetis; and walk into the worid 
wiA an air of conscious superiority : as though it were 
possible, at the same time, to walk humbly before 6!M,afid 
hw^ghtity in the pr^ence of their fellow creatures. But 

m«¥ whose ckai^ter I attempt to describe, was per* 
\ 
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^m&y consisteot witb himself. Such as he app«8ured.be. 
lore God in his private acts of devotion, such he appear. 
3Wl before men in ev^ry part of social and public life. He 
umpired not after hig|b^ Ihuigs^ but condescended to men <^ 
•iow estate* His fanstily sad eonnections, his attainments 
m science axtd in grace, with whatever else might be con*. 
.««lered as tending to his advantage, he regarded as mat. 
ters of trivial estimation : while, in the lowliness of his 
Jieart, he adopted the language of the great apostle : God 
forbid thai I should, glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christj hy whom M6 world is crucified unto ote, und 
i unto the worlds in honour he preferred all m&a before 
lumself, and never appeared so perfectly satisfied with his 
citation as when his humble employments be8p<^e him the 
«ervant of all. So unlimited was his ccmdesceosion in 
tins respect, that he esteemed no occupation too low oar 
degrading, by which he might benefit his neighbour, or by 
wliich he might testify respect either to God or man. 

22. <<I cannot forbear relating here a little circum'> 
stance, which may perhaps appear trifog to some, but 
which uncommonly -affected me »t the time it happened. 
Mr. Fletcher was called out to attend the sick. In the 
meantime a funeral vras announced ; and I was happy to 
embrace an opportunity of affording the least assistance 
to this venerable mas, in the course of his extensive 
labours. While I was etigaged in reading the oj9ioe on 
that occasion, Mr. Fletcher, who had heard at a distance 
the call of the belts, hastily entered the church ; and as 
he passed up the aisle, observing that a young lad was 
officiating in the absence of the clerk, he instantly took his 
place, and went through the whole of the service, with a 
degree of humility andeomposuve that cannot be express- 
>ed. He al^erward assured me, that while he beheld soe 

kindly performing the duty of an absent minister, ha coiM 
not observe the place of an inferior servant of the chureh 
improperly filled up, wiliioiit attemptmg to supply it him- 
self, with a greater degree of decorum and reverence. 

23. <<I shall here insert another anecdote to the same 
purpose. While Mr. Fletdber continued tutor to the 
young men at Tern Hall, he «8ualty attended the mmis- 

•try of the Rev. Mr. Cartwright, pastor of a neighbouring 
church, a man of whose piety and zeal he mode frequent 
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and honourable mention. It was the custom of this gentle- 
man frequently to catechize, in public, the children of his 
parish. And on one of these occasions he requested that 
no person of maturer age, who stood in need of instruc- 
tion, would esteem it a disgrace to appear in the number 
of the catechumens. When no one had condescension 
enough to occupy so mean a station, Mr. Fletcher left his 
seat, and with an air of unaffected modesty, took his place 
imong the children ; giving a public proof, by the depth 
of his humility, that he was in an advanced state of pre- 
paration for the highest degrees of exaltation." 

24. It was owing to his humility that he was ever ready 
to acknowledge and repair his errors, if at any time he was 
betrayed into any thing that could bear that name, which 
certainly was very seldom. "It is true," as Mr. Gilpin 
has remarked, (Portraity page ld3,) " had he ever sat 
down to a sketch of his own life, an undertaking to whieh 
he was repeatedly urged by a nraltitude of his friends, it 
is most probable the world would then have been present- 
ed with a large detail of those defects which were scarcely 
apparent to any eye but his own. It is not meant to be 
insinuated here that Mr. Fletcher was entirely free from 
those infirmities by which, in different degrees, the most 
exalted characters have been tinctured. But it may be 
safely affirmed, that those few imperfections were so out- 
numbered and obscured by his uncommon excellencies, 
that they could not long detain the eye even of malice 
itself. The only defect in his character which ever fixed 
the attention, even of those who may be suspected to have 
passed by his merits without the regard- they deserved, 
was a certain warmth in his temper, which bas appeared 
upon a variety of occasions. But with respect to this 
acknowledged warmth, it must be allowed by 'all, that it 
was at no time discoverable in him, except when he was 
called forth to act, either as a lover of truth or a reprover 
e£ sin. In these two characters, indeed, he constanUy 
appeared with a degree of zeal which gave offence to 
many ; but which was entirely consistent with his high 
reputation for meekness and charity. He was not ashamed, 
however, openly to confess and bewail this apparent de- 
fect ; and if ever it betrayed him into a mistake, he dis- 
covered the utmost solicitude, till he could make somo 
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sostable reparation. I i^all content myself with present- 
ing the reader with two iastances of his conduct in thia 
particular. 

25. " In one period of his life he considered himself 
dl>liged to wield the controversial pen. As the dispute 
was of importance, so it was of long continuance, and 
.maintain.ed on all sides with a considerahle degree of 
warmth. In the course of the conU*oversy it was object- 
zed against our author, that he managed the debate with an 
acrimonious severity, which was equally ill adapted both 
jto the nature of his cause, and the characters of his oppo- 
nents. Though this charge might have been retorted 
upon some of his antagonists with tenfold force, yet he 
ijpankly admitted it on their part, and stood self-abased 
amidst the loudest plaudits of his friends. Before the dis- 
pute was completely termiaated, his declining state of 
.health obliged him to quit the kingdom with very little 
hope of ever visiting it again. But he found it impossi- 
ble to do this, withoirt giving An intimation to his oppo- 
rnents that he desired nothing so much as an opportunity 
of embracing them before bin departure, that all doctrinal 
difiereace apart, he might testify his sincere regret on 
account of having given them the least displeasure, and 
receive from them some condescending assurance of re- 
.conciliation and good will. Those of his antagonists who 
had generosity sufficient to accept his invitation, were 

-equally affected and refreshed by the solemn interview 
.that succeeded. And some of them, who before that time 
Jiad no personal acq^atntance with him, expressed the 
highest satisfaction at beii^ introduced to the company 
.of one, whose air and countenance bespofce him fitted 
rather for the society of angels than the conversation of 
men. 

26. " A second ioata&ce of ^ D^anoer in which he 
acknowledged and repaired his mistakes, is as follows :-^ 
While he was one day inteiting: a corpse, he was suddenly 
interrupted in his duty by a voice of oKecration and bias- 
.phomy. Instantly » with a look of holy indignation, he 
•turned to that p^ of the omltitude whence the voice ap- 
pealed to proeeed ; and «ingUng out, as he supposed, the 
'iMty perso&t he publicly rebuked her in terms as severe 

as the nature ^of IhA offence demanded. Af^er the Aerviee 
27* 
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was concluded, he received infoitnadon that his rebuke 
had been improperly directed — when he immediately re. 
called the people, who were then dispersing from the 
grave ; and pointing to the person whom he had unwit- 
tingly injured, he expressed the utmost concern at having 
confounded the innocent with the ginlty, and declared, 
that as his error was public, so he desired pubHcly to 
solicit the pardon of the offended party. 

" These may serve as sufficient proofs of the candid 
and condescending manner in which Mr. Fletcher was 
accustomed to acknowledge and repair those uninten- 
tional errors which neither his wisdom nor piety could 
wholly prevent." 

27. The same spirit 9f humility which made Mr, 
Fletcher so ready to acknowledge his own errors, in- 
duced him to throw the mantle offender forbearance end 
forgiving love over those of others, especially of such as 
he had reason to believe, notwithstanding their defects, 
were truly pious, and to discern and esteem the image 
of their heavenly Father in them. "His fellowship 
(Portrait, page 125) with these was intimate and unre- 
served. He saluted them as the children of God, and 
honoured them as heirs of an eternal inheritance. These 
were the companions of his choice, both in public and in 
private : with these he took sweet anti solemn counsel, 
and with these he rejoiced to worship in the house of 
God. Whether they were poor or rich, illiterate or 
learned; bond or free, he considered them as fellow par- 
takers of the same grace, and received them without 
partiality, as the redeemed of the Lord. He constantly 
watched over them for good, and eagerly embraced every 
opportunity of rendering them acceptable service. He 
bore their burdens, he distributed to their necessities, he 
covered their defects, and healed their divisions. 

28. " Esteeming all the children of God as members 
one of another, his catholic spirit disdained those unnatu- 
ml partitions by which different parties of Christians have 
endeavoured to separate themselves from each other. 
Sincere worshippers, of every denomination, he regarded 
as fellow citizens wiih the saints, and of the houseSold of 
God : desiring no greater honour than to be counted as 
Ibeir brother, and commanded as their servant. 
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*« The following are his own expressions : — * God-forbid 
that I should exclude from mj brotheriy afiectiony and 
occasional assistance, any true minister of Christ, because 
he casts the Gospel net among the Presbyterians, the In- 
dependents, the Quakers, or the Baptists ! If they will 
not wish me good luck in the name of the Lord, I will do 
it to them. They may excommunicate me if their pre- 
judices prompt them to it ; they may build up a wall of 
partition between themselves and me ; but in the strength 
of my God, whose love is as boundless as his immensity, 
i tadi leap over the walL* 

29. " Extraordinary as these declarations may appear, 
they are not to be considered as the professions of an 
afiected generosity, but as the sincere expressions of a 
heart overflowing with brotherly love. For fully per- 
suaded that a house divided against itself cannot standy 
Mr. Fletcher was anxious to maintain a state of uninter- 
rupted peace an4 unanimity in the household of God. 
As a fellow citizen with the saints, he considered himself 
essentially interested in the weal or wo of his brethren, 
and was constantly observed, either mingling his tears 
with those who wept, or triumphing in the joy of such as 
rejoiced before God. Hence, he could not behold as 
an unconcerned spectator, the distress to which the 
Church was exposed in his day, and the dissensions by 
which it was torn in pieces ; but rather as a true dis- 
ciple of that gracious Redeemer, who loved the CJmrchy 
and gave himself for it. He was engaged, indeed, in 
those great debates which disturbed the tranquillity of the 
religious world for so long a season ; and during those 
sharp contests he appear^, it is true, in tline very front 
of the battle. To all who knew him, boweveV, it was 
sufficiently evident, that he entered not into the c^i^ct 
with any design either to signalize himself, or to esta- 
blish the reputation of a party ; but rather to confirm and. 
build up the Church in her most holy faithC Zeal for God 
constrained him, upon this occasion, to take up a cross 
which he regarded as ^most insupportable ; and when he 
came forth from the retirement he loved, in the charac. 
ter of a public disputant, he came forth with the language 
of the evangelical prq>het in his mouth : for Zion^s 9cSse 
wiM I no$ hM my petice, and far JeruaaJem^M sake imS / 
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not restf until the righteousness thereof go JMh as Mght- 
nesSf and the salvation thereof as a lamp that hum^h. 
His attacks were constantly directed, not against the 
leaders of any particular sect, but a^^ainst the errors of 
every sect : and in carrying on these attacks he mani- 
fested a degree of impartiality and candour which few 
have ever discovered in similar circumstances. While 
he cautiously exposed the apparent mistakes of bis 
opponents, he put bis own religious opinions to a fiery 
trial; and whatever was unable to stand the severest 
test he considered as no better than vanity and dross. 
Like the Apostle Paul, he could do nothing knowingly 
against the truth, but for the truth : and on whatever side 
this was discoverable, he saluted it with all that respect 
and veneration which effectually distinguished him as a 
lover of truth.* 

30. Through the whole contest he treated his oppo* 
oents with much deference and regard, cordially acknow- 
ledging them as brethren in Christ, and constantly men- 
tioning them as persons whose piety and zeal could scarcely 
be paralleled. He ardently desired to embrace them as 

* Mr. Rowland Hill, in his Village Dialogues, after haying 
ejcpoaed aji ii^ooraDt doctor, who had spoken of a rndder tev, 

. ** lowered down to be made more suitable to us in wit corrupted 
state;'* and had taught **that God would now accept sincere 
instead of a jxr/ect obedience:^ and that, therefore, "he would put 
up with the innocent infirmities incident to flesh and blood ;" has 
the following note :— 

" This filthy, Antinomiam expression I well remember to h«fe 
controverted many years ago, as I found it in one of the late Bey. 
Mr. Fletcher's Checks to Antinomianis|nj the great advocate (to 
say the best) of the double refined se^-Pelagianism of the day; 
so inconsistent ave those writers with themseWes! This old 
heresy (whose proper nest is popory) has been reyired in modem 
days under the name of Arminianism; and the reader is requested 
to wei^h the subject, whether their Antinomianism be not a thou- 

' sand times worse than what they wantonly charge on others. I 
ask, whatever good may be found among individuals, yet what have 
these modern prevailing notions in general produced throughout i^ 
Chistoadom'? A systpm of infidelity hae polluted the imderstaiifU 

. ing, and therefore it is no wonder, when they talk of the fruits of^ 
righteousness, that their fruits are found to he the apples of 

* Sodom." (Vol. iii, p. t56, 4th edition.) 

Let the aittenti>e and candid reader bomparethls note of Mr. 
Bnwkuid Hia with Bftr. fletcheifs ** Af^A to Matter <»f Hact and 

. Gomyn^li ^11^** Oft t^ raib^et fiC9K^|^ m,'««id h» wil ««fi^ 
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bis companiotm in the kingdom and ptOience of their com. 
Bion Master ; and as a standing proof of his pacific dispo- 
sition toward them, one of the last pieces he published in 
the controversy was entitled, The ReconcUiaHon : a vrork 
in which he urged the strongest motives to charity and con- 
cord, endeavouring, by every possible mean, to prevaii 
with the professing part of the world, to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. The following passage, 
selected from that work, will sufficiently evince his utter 
detestation of party spirit and divisions in the Christian 
Church : — " Come with me, my Calvinian and Arminian 
brethren, to the temple of peace,, where tJie hordes ban* 
ner over you toill be iouc, and his mercy will comfort you 
on eocry side. If there be, therefore, any consdeaion in 
Christ, if any comfort of love, ^ any feUmeship of the 
Spirit, if any boicels of mercies, fuifH ye the joy of aU 
who wish Zion^s prosperity: be like minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind, submitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of God* He is my 
record how greatly I long after you cdl in the bowels of 
Jesus Christ ; in whom there is neither Cheek nor Jew, bond 
nor free, neither Calvinist nor Arminian, but Christ is aU 
in aU. My heart is enlarged ; for a recompense in the 
same, be ye. also enlarged, and grant me my humble, perw 
haps my dying request : reject not my plea for peace* 
If it be not strong, it is earnest; for (considering my 
bodily weakness) I write at the hazard of my life; 
animamque in vulnere pono." 

" Such was the catholic spirit discovered by this greal 
man in the warmest of his religious contentions ; such 
was the forbearance and affection which he constantly 

see with what justice that gentleman charges Mr. Fletcher with 
semi-Pelagianism, Has any writer, since the days of the apostles, 
represented the fallen state of man in a stronger light, or painted 
it in more expressive colonrs, than he has done in that tract ? Or 
has any one shown more clearly, or proved more convincingly, our 
need of regenerating and renewing grace ? And are not his Checks 
the greatest bulwark against Antinomianism, next to the Holy 
Scriptures, of any publications in the English language 7 As to 
Iris practice, perhaps a more holy man never appeared, in this 
country. For a coniuta ion of this most unmerited, and, I may 
say, groundUM insinuation, the reader is referred to the Mtthodirt 
Magazine for January, 1805 ; and to the whole of Mr. Fletcher's 
pablications on Divine iubjects. 
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.Metciaed towwrd the mmt •ealoo* of Jiisoppoflers; and 
mich was his aaxioua conceni, that every inferior name 
Migkt be loal in that eamUed Name» by whioh alone ^ 
world can be saved, aaying, in the language of his Mas- 
iwtf Who90ever $ktJl do the wiU of my father that is tH 
heaven, the $ame is mp Imsther, and sister, and mother." 

31. kkiAie manatimey however, he was far from betmy- 
iilg what he knew to be the truth, or from manifestiQg 
•any backwardaess to stand forth in its defence. " Trutb,^ 
«ays our ai^or, (^Portrait, page 2d0,) " although she has 
imaay professed admirers, yet seldom finds a steady fol- 
lower, and still less frequently a resolute defeoder* 
Without a solid understanding, an upright heart, and an 
uncoiM|iierable resolulion, no man is properly qualified 
to maintain the rights of truth. He that is void of under- 
fltandiag will never discover the worth of truth : he that 
is destitute of an upright heart will feel but little attaeh- 
ment to truth, notwithstanding all her worth ; while he 
tlmt is of an irresolute temper will rather desert her 
standard than suffer in her cause. Balaam was eminently 
dialinguished by a spirit of diseamment, but was destitute 
of an upright heart : Peter was possessed of an upright 
heart, but betrayed, on a memorable occasion, the want 
«f an undaunted spirit : Saul, the Pharisee, though le- 
aarkable for his uprightness and resolution, was miser- 
ably defective with respect to sptrituaj discernment; while 
Paul, the apostle, imiting in his character these several 
qualifications, became a zealous and steady defender of 
truth." It would be difficult to say in which of these 
three qualifications Mr.* Fletcher principally excelled; 
•o hiE^ppily proportioned was his sincerity to his disc^n- 
ment, and the firmness of his resolution to the uprightness 
of his heart ! Thus remarkably furnished for the service 
of truth, he engaged himself in her cause with an extra- 
ordinary degree of activity and eeal, earnestly desiring 
to see the uttermost parts of the earth illuminated with 
her beams, , and the inhabitants of every country submit- 
ting to her authority. Wherever he came, he exalted 
her honours, and bore testimony to her matchless worth, 
making mention of her ways as ways of pleasaiUness, and 
recommending her paths as paths of peace, 

32. " Whenever he saw spiritual truth triumphant, be 
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tttjiMeed ftt the sight <u one thedfirtdtth great spoU : when' 
he beheld ber despised and rejected, he cheerfully shared* 
her disgrace, aad suffered in her cause. If her excel- 
leseies were at any time ohscured by the misconceptions* 
of the ignorant, he endeavoured to dissipate that obscu- 
rity, and exhibit hfer to the world in all her native lustr^ ' 
If he saw her assaulted, he voluntarily exposed himself 
to danger in her defence : and whether the attack was 
made by mistaken friends, or inveterate enemies, he 
opposed it as a man wholly proof against the undue influ- 
ence of prejudice or interest, resentment or respect. In 
all his struggles for truth, he contended with confidence, 
but without obstinacy ; with zeal, but not with bitterness; 
in meekness instructing those that opposed themselves^ if 
Qod, peradventure, might give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth. If the error he discovered 
was merely of a circumstantial nature, he pursued it 
with less severity ; but if it was a fundamental error, he 
opposed it with a holy vehemence, giving it no quarter, 
till it was allowed, by the i;andid and impartial, to be 
absolutely untenable : in the meantime, making it abun- 
dantly manifest, by his modest and courteous deportment, 
that he contended not for the acquisition of victory, but 
for the exaltation of truth. 

03. " His ardent attachment to Divine truth would not 
permit him to hear, in silence, the least insinuation that 
might be thrown out to the disadvantage of Christianity. 
And in some companies he thought it necessary to call 
upon the avowed d^pisers of Revelation either to esta- 
blish or retract the charges they had exhibited lagainst 
the religion of Jesus. In England he very rarely mixed 
with persons of an irreligious conversation ; but in his 
passage through other countries he was frequently obliged' 
to associate with men of a character altogether opposite 
to his own. In Italy, France, and Holland, he has taken 
his seat, with a steady composure, among Deists, So- 
cinians, and Freethinkers ; and after vainly endeavouring,' 
in the politest manner, to introduce a conversation respect- 
ing Divine truth, has been often constrained to signify his' 
desire of exchanging an argument Mrith any gentleman in 
company, on the subject of natural religion. As these 
offers were always made in the most graceful terms, they 
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were frequently accepted in a becoming manner, wJbeo a 
conversation has usually taken place, sufficiently inte- 
resting to excite the curiosity and engage the attention of 
every person present. Upon every occasion of this na- 
ture he appeared perfectly dispassionate and neooUected, 
discovering an accurate acquaintance with every part of 
hfs subject, and never failing to foil his strongest antago- 
nists upon their own ground. And in the close of every 
such debate, he was careful to recapitulate the principaJ 
arguments which had been advanced by either party in 
the course of the contest ; ascribing the victory he had 
obtained to the irresistible power of truth, and enumerat- 
ing the special advantages of revealed, over natural 
rehgion." 

34. We have noticed Mr. Fletcher's affection for the 
children of God : we must now observe, that while he 
loved them with a pure heart fervently in proportion as 
he conceived they severally exhibited the excellencies 
and perfections of their Creator ; he looked upon every 
individual of the human race with emotions of benevo- 
lence and charity. For in all he discovered some traces 
of the image of the Deity, although defaced and obscured, 
which merited attention even . in ruins. '< His love was 
free and unconfined, uninterrupted by prejudice, and 
unmixed by suspicion. {Portrait^ page 121.) He had a 
place in his large and generous heart for persons of 
every description. He considered himself as related to 
. the inhabitants of every nation, and connected with the 
members of every Church : appearing, in every sense, as 
a citizen of the world, honouring the whole human race 
as the offspring of God, and encircling them all with the 
arms of brotherly affection, however distinguished from 
one another by situation or endowments, opinions or 
habits. He never left his beloved retirement, which was 
rendered sacred by converse with the highest object of 
his affections, unless he was called abroad upon errands 
of kindness and mercy. And whenever he came forth 
into the world, he looked upon all around him with an 
air of benignity and a glow of affection, which strongly 
marked him as a follower of that God who is loving unto 
every man, and whose mercy is over all his works* 

** Instead of inquiring, with the lawyer in the Gospel, 
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Who is mp neighb(mr 7 he acted Hke the good Samaritan^ 
treating even the stranger and the outcast, as he jour- 
neyed through life, with rtie kindness of a neighbour, the 
sympathy of a friend, and. the tenderness of a brother. 
While self-love may be likened to a stagnant lake, the 
charity of this self-renouncing pastor may be fitly com- 
pared to a copious river, which, after enriching a multi- 
tude of towns, villages, and hamlets, and after fertilizing 
a tiiousand fields, loses itself in the bosom of the ocean, 
from whence it sprung. And here it may be properly 
observed, that this noble current was sufficiently deep to 
sustain any burden, and sufficiently rapid to force itself 
a passage through every obstruction. 

** His love was toiihout diissimtilation, not in tcord, nei- 
ther in tongucy hut in deed, and in truth. It was larger 
than his largest professions, and appeared, oh different 
occasions, in a vast variety of forms ; in Condescension, 
in compassion, in hospitality, in forbearance, in kind* 
ness, and in liberality. By these benevolent dispositions, 
together with those affectionate labours in which he was 
constantly employed, he gave the most convincing proofs 
that he was rooted and grounded in that universal hve, 
which is thefuJJiiling of the whole law" 

35. The source of all these graces, which shone so 
conspicuous in him, was his piety. " But this {Portrqxty 
page 35) was of too exalted a nature to admit of any ade- 
quate description. They who saw him only at a distance^ 
revered him as a man of God ; while they who enjoyed 
a nearer acquaintance with him, were held in a state of 
constant admiration at his attainments in the Divine life. 
He appeared to enjoy an uninterrupted fellowship with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. Every day 
was with him a day of solemn self-dedication, and every 
hour an hour of praise or prayer. Naturally formed for^ 
pre-eminence, no common degrees of grace were suffi- 
cient to satisfy his unbounded desires. He towered 
above the generality of Christians, earnestly desiring the 
best gifts, and anxioud to walk in the most excellent way* 
'While others are content to taste the living stream, he 
traced that stream to its source, and lived at the fount- 
a»i head of blessedness, He was fkmilmr with invisible 
objectiy and cohstaQtly walked as in ihd presence of 
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God. To those who were much conversant with him, 
he appeared as an inhabitant of a hetter world ; so per* 
fectly dead was he to the enjoyments of the present life, 
and so wholly detached from its anxious cares ! Where- 
ever he was called bv the providence of God, he was 
acknowledged as a burning and shining light. The 
common lights of Christians were eclipsed before him ; 
and even his spiritual friends could never stand in his 
presence without being overwhelmed with a conscious- 
ness of their own inferiority and unprofitableness. While 
they have seen him rising, as it were, Hpon the wings of 
an eagle, they have been confounded at their inability to 
pursue his flight ; and while he has given way to the 
emotions of his fervent love, they have blushed at their 
own ingratitude and lukewarmness. The candle of the 
Lord eminently shone upon his head, and the secret of 
God was upon his tabernacle. When he went out through 
the city^ or took his seat in the company of the righteous, 
he was saluted with unusual reverence, and received as 
an angel of God* The young men saw him and hid them- 
selves, and the aged arose and stood up. Even those who 
were honoured as princes among the people of God, 
refrained talking, and laid their hand upon their mouth. 
When the ear heard him, then it blessed him ; and when 
the eye saw him, it gave witness to him. 

'36. " His character was free from those inconsistencies 
which are too generally observable among the professors 
of Christianity. Whether he sat in the house, or whether' 
he walked by the way ; in his hours of retirement, and in 
his public labours ; he was constantly actuated by the 
same spirit. When he spoke, his conversation was in 
heaven : and the hearts of his intimate friends still bum 
within them on every recollection of the gracious words 
that proceeded out of his mouth. When he w;as silent,-^ 
his very air and countenance bespoke an angelic mind, 
absorbed in th^ contempladon of God. When he was 
ei^g^ed in the ordinary actions of life, he performed 
them with such a becoming seriousness, that they assumed 
a striking and important appearance. In all the chang* 
ing circumstances of life, he looked and acted like a man 
whose treasure wais lidd up in heaven. There his afiec* 
tions w^ro immovably fixed, and thitherward he was con- 
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Cmually tending with all the powers of his soul : he spoke* 
of it as the subject of his constant meditation, and looked 
to it as travellers to their appoihted hotne. At times^ 
when the pious breathings of his soul were too forcible ta 
be repressed, he would break forth into expressions of 
adoration among his spiritual associates, and cry out, 
while tears of joy were bursting from his eyes, — My 
God ! My Saviour f Thou art mine ! A wretch unworthy 
of thy notice f Yet thou hast visited me with thy mercy ^ and 
honoured me with thy favour ! J adore thine unfathomable 
love / Ye who have tasted of his grace^ assist me to mag- 
nify his name. He was an instrument always in tune : 
and none can tell, but those who have heard, how sweetly 
it would answer to the touch of him that strung it. He 
was an instrument of uncommon compass, and wondrously 
adapted to every occasion. Every breath that swept 
ov^r the cords of this living lyre, drew from it some ac- 
cording sound : if from man, it produced strains of affec- 
tion and sympathy ; if from God, it called forth higher 
sounds of gratitude and devotion. His piety suffered no 
event to pass by unimproved. Every object led him into 
the presence of God, and every occurrence gave rise to 
a train of serious reflections." 

37. One thing more, particularly noticed by the reve- 
rend author of these excellent traits of our pious friend's 
character, is the perseverance of his piety, zeal, and dili- 
gence to the end of his life. " It is no unusual thing," 
he obser^^es, {Portrait, page 327,) "to behold the profes- 
sors of Christianity, divested, at a maturer age, of that 
burning love, and that irresistible zeal, by which they 
were peculiarly distinguished in early life. Of the many 
thousands who have, in every age, begun the sacred race 
with an apparent determination to obtain the prize, the 
greater part, either wearied with the inconveniences of 
the way, or deluded by the suggestions of the world, if 
they have not altogether forsaken the path of life, have 
proceeded in it with so much irresolution and weakness, 
that at the conclusion of their course it has remained a 
matter of much uncertainty, whether they have reached 
or fallen short of the mark of their high calling. With 
Mr. Fletcher it was wholly the reverse. The resolutioa 
that at first engaged him to enter upon the Christian 
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course, appeared, not only without any dirainutioii, . but 
with increasing vigour, through the seyerai stages of his 
rapid progress. He outran the most zealous of his com- 
panions, he overtook fnany who were steadily persever- 
ing in the path of life, and appeared at the head of those 
who were pressing after the highest attainable state of 
sanctity and grace. From the commencement to the 
conclusion of his pilgrimage, there was never once per* 
ceived in him the least imaginable tendency to a loiter, 
ing or lukewarm disposition : if he was not every moment 
actually upon the stretch afler spiritual improvement, he. 
was observed, at least, with his loim girded, his shoes on 
his feet, and his staff in his hand* The fervour of his 
spirit was a silent, but sharp reproof to the negligent 
and unfaithful : and so perfectly averse was he to every 
species of trifling, that no man of a light or indolent 
spirit could possibly associate with him for any length 
of time. 

38. <'As he approached the end of his course, the 
graces he had kept in continual exercise for so long a 
season became more illustrious and powerful : his faith 
was more assured, his hope more lively, his charity more 
abundant, his humility more profound and his resignation 
more complete. Planted at an early age iri the house of 
the Lord, he fiourished in the courts of our God through 
all the remaining years of his life, growing up like a palm 
tree, and spreading abroad like a cedar in Lebanon : and 
if the fruit that he brought forth in his age was not more 
plenteous than that which he had produced in former 
years, (which was surely impossible,) yet it was more 
happily matured, and more equally distributed among his 
luxuriant branches. To those who were intimately con- 
versant with him at this season he appeared as a scholar 
of the highest attainments in the school of Christ ; or 
rather, as a regenerate spirit in his latest state of prepa- 
ration for the kingdom of God ; and this extraordinary 
eminence in grace was discoverable in him, not from any 
high external professions of sanctity, but from that meek^ 
ness of tmsdom, that purity of conversation, and that 26io2u 
ness of mind, by which his whole carriage was uniformly 
distinguished. 

39. " For some years before bis decease, he expressed 
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a continual desire that his labours and his life might be 
terminated together: and with respect to his resigned 
prayer in this matter, the assertion of the psalmist was 
strikingly verified, — The Lord toiUftdfU the desire of them 
thai fear him. His zeal for the glory of God appeared 
with undiminished fervour, and his diligence in filling up 
the duties of his vocation, continued with unabating vigour, 
till within a few days of his removal into Abraham's bo- 
som. Instead^ of outliving his zeal and diligence in the 
best of causes, it may truly be said^ that he fell an honour- 
able martyr to his indefatigable exertions in the service 
of the Church : since it was from the beds of the diseased 
and the dying that he brought away with him the infec- 
tious distemper which put so unexpected a period to his 
labours. But even after the symptoms of this distemper 
had appeared sufficiently alarming to awaken the appro-, 
hensions of his friends, they were unable either to damp 
his zeal, or to control his activity :. his declining sun was 
to set, not in obscurity and confusion, but with that mild- 
and steady lustre which might betoken something of its 
future glory." 



CHAPTER XI. 

His character by Mrs, Fletcher and others, 

1. Having, in the preceding chapter, presented ^he 
reader with the character of Mr. Fletcher, drawn by the 
masterly pen of the Rev. Mr. Gilpin, a near neighbour 
and intimate friend, who knew him well, I shall now offei^ 
to his consideration one equally just and striking, drawn. 
by a person still more intimate with him, and more 
thoroughly acquainted with his manner of life, and the 
most secret springs of his whole deportment. " From 
Mrs. Fletcher," as Mr. Wesley has observed,^ " he con- 
cealed nothing. They had no secrets, with regard to each 
other, but had indeed one house, one purse, and pne 
heart. Before her it was his uivariable rule to tliM^ 
dUmd : always to open the window in his breast. . And to- 
this we are indebted for the knowledge of many particu^ 
kurs which must othierwis^ have been buried in oblivion^.'' 
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2« The following, are mostly her own words, for where 
they are clear and ^[pressiye as they generally are, il U 
not judged right to altar them for altering's sake. 

<* Whatever he might be with regard to charity,^ says 
she, '' he was no less eminmit for the spirit of fa^ 
Indeed, he was not so much influenced by imprejpsions 
(which many mistake for faith) as abundance of |Nople 
have been ; but by a steady, firm reliance upon the |pve, 
and truth, and faithfulness of God. His ardent desire 
was, so to believe, ^ to -become a partaker of all the 
great and precious promises: to ba a witness of all that' 
mind which was in Christ Jesus. And being conscious 
that he must be crucified with hit Master, or never reign 
with him, he gave himself up to him, to lie in his hand as 
the passive clay. He would oflen say, ' It is my business, 
in all events, to hang upon the Lord, with a sure trust 
and confidence, that he will order all things for the best, 
as to time and manner. Indeed, it would be easy to be 
a believer ; nay, in truth, there would be no room for 
faith, if every thing were seen here. But against hope 
to believe in hope : to have a full confidence in that un- 
seen power which so mightily supports us in all our 
dangers and difHculties, this is the believing which is 

' acceptable to God.' Sometimes when I have expressed 
some apprehension of an approaching trial, he would 
answer, < I do not doubt but the Lord orders all wisely ; 
therefore I le.ave every thing to him.' In outward dangers, 

..if tkey were ever so gteat, he seemed to know no sha- 
<£dw' of fear. When I was speaking once, coacemui^ i^ 
danger 1b^ wbich we were then particularly exposed, he 

\ answered, H know God always gives his angels ehai^ 
siAieerning us: therefore we are equally saie every 
where.' * 

3. *^ Not less eminent than his &ath was his humiUip* 
'Amidst all tiis labours for God and for the good of souls, 
ke ever preserved that special ^ra^ce, the making ns 
account ^f his own labours* He held himself and his 
own abilities in very Jiow esteun ; tmd seemed to bavo 
that word oontinuaily befone his «yes^ ' I am an unprofiU 
iMe servant. ' And this lamility was so rooted in him* 
as to be moved by -no affirouL I have known miofiy, «vea 
«)if<iQ)einosti)Kcf¥<]king kindly offered himi but he reeeji^ 
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them as his proper parHan ; being so far from desiring 
the honour which cometh of men, that he look pleasure 
in being little and unknown.'* ^'Perhaps it might ap- 
pear," observes Mn Wesley, " from some passages of 
his life, that in tl»s he even leaned to an extreme. For 
genuine humility does not require that any man should 
desir^to he despised. Nay, we are to avoid it, so far as 
we possibly can, -consistently with a good conscience ; 
for that direction, Let no man despise thee^ concerns every 
HMUi as well as Timothy." 

** It is rare," proceeds Mrs. Flctdher, " to meet with an 
ensinent perfpn whdkan bear ah equal. But it was his 
choice and h^ delight i^refer every one to himself. And 
this he did in so free and easy a manner, that in him it 
appeared perfectly natural. He never willingly sufl^red 
uiy unkindness shown to him to be mentioned again : 
and if it were, he generally answered, * O let it drop ; we 
will offer it in silence to the Lord.'' And indeed the best 
way of bearing crosses, is to presei^ them all in silence 
to God. 

4. " From this root of htimility sprung such patience as 
I wish I could either describe or imitate. It produced in 
him a mind most ready to embrace every cross with 
alacrity and pleasure. For the good of his neighbour,^' 
nothing seemed hard, nothing wearisome. Sometimes I 
have been grieved to call him out of his study two or 
diree times in an hour : especially when he was engaged 
in composing some of his most important works* But 
he would answer with his usual sweetoess, 'O my dear, 
never mind thaL It matters not, if we are butjreaily to 
meet the will of Crod. It is conformity to the will ^GeA 
that alone makes an employment excellent.' He nev^^r 
thought any thing too mean, but am ; he looked on 
nothing else as beneath his character. If he overtook a 
poor man or woman on the road, with a burden too heavy - 
for them,- he did not fail to offer his assistance to bear 
part of it. And he would not easily take a denial. This 
proof indeed of condescmi^on and kindness he has fire* 
quently given, 

** In bearing pain he was most exemplary, and <;ontiaued 
40 be more and more so to the last. Nor was his descend, 
ing to d^ eapaciUes of the ignorant, the least remarkable. 
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or least humbling pait of his ministry. And he had a most 
resolute courage in reproving of sin. To daring sinners^ 
it is well known, he was a son of thunder [ and no worldly 
considerations were regarded, whenever he believed God 
had given him a message to dehver to any of them. 

5. '' One considerable part of humility is, to kaow our 
own places, and stand therein. Every member has its 
peculiar appointment in the human body, where the wise 
Creator has placed it« And it is well that each should 
continue in its place. For every dislocated bone gives 
pain, and causes disorder, and must continue so to do, till 
it be replaced in its proper socket. Just so, every dis-^ 
located affection or disposition, must occasion disorder, 
give pain to the soul, till it be restored to its own. 
place ; till it be entirely fixed on, or resigned to God ; 
till a person gives his whole self to the disposal of Infinite 
Wisdom* This is the proper place of every rational crea- 
ture ; and in this place he invariably stood. Whatever he 
believed to be the will of God he resolutely performed,, 
though it were to pluck out a r^ght eye, or to lay his 
Isaac on the altar. When it appeared that God called him 
to any journey, he immediately prepared for it without 
the least hesitation : although for the last three or four 
years of his life, he hardly ever travelled to any consider- 
able distance without feeling some tendency to a relapse 
into his former disorder. And it was generally some 
weeks afler his return before he recovered his usual 
strength." 

' 6. His disengagedness from the world and love of the^ 
p^or, Miss. Fletcher joins together. << Never," says she,. 
*< did I behold any one more dead to the things of the world. 
His treasure was above ; and so was his heart also. He 
atways remembered that admonition of the apostle, No mtm 
that vmrreth entangleth himself withthe things of this toorld^ 
It was his constant endeavour to preserve a mind free and 
disencumbered : and he was exceedipg wary of undertak- 
ing any business that might distract and hurry it. Never- 
theless, in his worldly concerns, knowing himself to be a 
steward for God, he would not, through carelessness,waste 
one penny. He likewise judged it to be his bounden duty 
to demand what be knew to be his right. And yet he 
Qftuld well reconcile thist with th$^ word, fTe that vnU hav^ 
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Iftfl e^atf kt Mm have £% cloak also.* But whether he 
had less or more, it was the same thing upon his own 
account ; as he had no other use for it, after frugally 
supplying his own wants, and the wants of those depend* 
ent on him, but to spread the Gospel, and asast the poor. 
And he frequently said he was never happier than when 
he had given away the last penny ke had in his house. 
If at any^ time I had gold in my drawers, it seemed to 
afford him no comfort. But if he could find a handful of 
small silver when he wasr going out to see the sick, he would 
express as much f^easure over it, as a miser would in 
discavering a bag of hid treasure. He was never bet- 
ter pleased with my employment than when he had set 
me to prepare food or physic for the poor. He was 
hardly able to rehsh his dinner if some sick neighbour 
had not a part of it ; and sometimes, when any of them 
was in want, I could not keep the linen in his drawers. 
On Sundays he provided for numbers of people who came 
from a distance to hear the word : and his house, as well 
as his heart, was devoted to their convenience. To 
relieve them that were afRicted in body and mind, was 
the delight of his heart. Once a poor man, who feared 
God, being brought into great difficulties, he took down 
all the pewter from the kitchen shelves, saying, ' This 
will help you, and I can do without it : a wooden trraicher 
will serve me just as well.' In epidemic and contagious 
distempers, when the neighbours were afraid to nurse the 
sick, he has gone from house to house, seeking some that 
were willing to undertake that office. And when none 
could be found, he has offered his service to sit iip widi 
them himself. But this was at his first coming ^o Made* 
ley. At present there is in many, (and has been for 
many years,) a most ready mind to visit and relieve the 
distressed. 

7. " He thoroughly complied with that advice, — 

' Give to all something : to a good, poor man, 
Till thou change hands, and be where he began.* 

' * The income of his living w«8 not, on an averii|^, mora th«n 
a hundred pounds per annum. For many of the people called 
Quakers, living in his parish, believed it unlawful to pay tithes ; 
and Mr. Fletcher did not choose to take from them by force what 
^ they did not think it lawful to give him. 
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I have heard him say, that when he lived atone in but 
house, the tears have come into his eyes, when five or 
six insignificant letters have been brought him» at three 
or four penc« apiece ; and perhaps he had only a single 
shilling in the house to distribute among the poor, to 
whom he was going. He frequently said to me, *0 Polly, 
can we jiot do without beer? Let us drink Wjater, and 
eat less meat. Let our necessities give way to the 
extremities of the poor.' 

8. ** But with all his generosity and charity he was 
strictly careful to follow the advice of the apostle, CHoe 
no man any thing. He contracted no debt. Whilo he 
gave all he had, he made it a rule to pay ready mon«y 
for every thing ; believing this was the best way to keep 
the mind unencumbered and free from care. Meanwhile 
his substance, his strength, his life, were devoted to the 
service of the poor. And last of all, he gave me to th^n. 
For when we were married, he asked me solemnly, 
'.Whether I was willing to marry his parish V And the 
first time he led me among his people in this place, he 
said, I have not married this wife only for myself, but 
for you. I asked her of the Lord for ymtt comfint, as 
well as my own. 

9. ** All his life, as well as during his illness, particit. 
larly at Newington and Brislington, (as has been largely 
related,) he was grateful, in a very high degree, to those 
who conferred the least benefit upon him, yea, or even 
endeavoured so to do." 

It will be pleasing and edifying to the reader to see 
» . how he was wont to express his gratitude oi^these occa-^ 
sions. To one he says : — *' Your absence made me post- 
pone thanking you for sl\ the kindnej|j|; you showed me 
when at Bristol ; and to lay me un^r stiU greater obli- 
gations, you have sent me a hamper of wine and broad 
cloth ; as if it were not enough to adorn and cover the 
outside, but you must also warm and nourish the inside 
of the body^ 

" I have now the opportunity of telling you, without 
farther delay, that you should have a little mercy on your 
friends, in not loading them with such burdens of bene- 
licence^ How would you like to be loaded with kind, 
nesses you could not return ? Were it not for a little of 
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tlMit ffmce which makes us not only willing, but Aappy, 
to be nothing — ^to be obliged and dependent — ^your pre- 
sent would make me quite miserable. Biit the mountains 
of Divine mercy which press down my soul, have inured 
me to bear the hills of brotherly kindness, 

" I aubmit to be clothed and nourished by you, as your 
swvants are, without having the happiness of serving 
you. To 3rield to this is as hard to friendship, as to 
submit to be saved by free grace, without one scrap of 
our own righteousness. However, we are allowed, both 
in religion and friendship, to ease ourselves by thanks 
and prayers, till we have an opportunity of doing it by 
actions. I thank you then, my dear fViend, and pray to 
God that you may receive his benefits as I do yours. 
Your broad cloth can lap me round two or three times ; 
but the mantle of Divine love, the precious fine robe of 
Jesus's righteousness, can cover your soul a thousand 
times. The cloth, fine and good as it is, will not keep 
out a hard shower ; but that garment of salvation will 
keep out a shower, of brimstone and fire. Your cloth 
will wear out, but that fine linen, the righteousness of the 
saints, will appear with a finer lustre the more it is worn. 
The moth may fret your present, or the tailor may 
spoil it in cutting ^ but the present which Jesus has made 
you is out of the- reach of the spoiler, and ready for pre. 
sent wear ; nor is there any fear of cutting it out wrong ; 
'for it is seamless, woven from tho top throughout, with 
the white unbroken warp of thirty-three years' perfect 
obedience, and the red weft of his agony and sufferings 
unto death. 

"Now, my dear friend,. let me beseech you to accept 
of this heavenly present, as I accept of your eartlily one. 
I did not send you one farthing to purchase it ; it came 
tmsought, unasked, unexpected, as the Seed of the wo- 
man ; -and it came just as I was sending a tailor to buy 
me some cloth for a new coat ; immediately I stopped 
him, and I hope when you next see me, it will be in your 
present. Now let Jesus see yon in his. Walk in white : 
adorn his Gospel, while he beautifies you with the gar- 
ment of salvation. Accept it freely : wear no more the 
old, rusty coat of nature and self-righteousness : send no 
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more to have it patched :* make your boast of an mi« 
bought suit ; and love to wear the livery of Jesus. Tou 
will then love to do his work : it will be your meat and 
drink to do it : and that you may be vigorous ia doing it, 
as I shall take a little of your wine for my stomach's 
sake, take you a good deal of the wine of the kingdom 
for your soul's sake. Every promise of the Gospel is a 
bottle, a cask, that has a spnng within, and can never 
be drawn out. But draw the cork of unbelief, and drink 
abundantly, O beloved, nor be afraid of intoxication; 
and if an inflammation follow, it will only be that of 
Divine love. 

" I beg you will be more free with the heavenly wine, 
than I have been with the earthly, which you sent me : 
I have not tasted it yet, but whose fault is it? Not yours, 
certainly, but mine. If you do not drink daily spiritual 
heahh and vigour out of the cup of salvation, whose 
fault is it ? Not Jesus's, but yours ; for he gives you 
his righteousness to cover your nakedness, and the con- 
solations of his Spirit to cheer and invigorate your soul. 
Accept and use. Wear, drink, and live to God. That 
you may heartily and constantly do this, is my sincere 
ptayer for you and yours." 

To the same, he writes at another time : — ** I thank 
you, my dear friend, for all your favours, and all your 
attention to me. Your more than fraternal love covers 
me with confusion, and fills me with acknowledgments. 
What returns shall I make ? I will drink the cup of 
thanksgiving, and I will bless the name of the Lord. I 
will thank my dear friend, and wish him all the temporal 
blessings he has conferred upon me, and all those spirit, 
ual ones which were not in his power to bestow. live 
in health; live piously; live content; live in Christ; 
live for eternity ; live to make your wife, your children, 
your servants, your neighbours happy, as far as their 
happiness depends on you ; and may the God of aU 
grace give back a hundred fold to you and your dear 
wife, all the kindnesses with which you have loaded me ! 
The Lord make you happy as a father, a master, and a 

* Mr. Fletcher's generous friend had kindly requested him not 
to send his coat to be patched ; hence this ingenious and aifeetion. 
ate reply. 
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Christian ! The God of peate be with you without ink 
terruption I" 

To another, his language on some similar occasion is, 
*' Your kind letter I received in the beginning of the week, 
and your kind present at the end of it. For both I heartily 
thank you ; nevertheless, I could wish it were your last 
present, for I find it more blessed to give than to receive, 
and in point of the good things of this life, my body does 
not want much, and I can do with what is moi^ common, 
and cheaper than the rarities you ply me with. 

'< Your bounty upon bounty reminds nJie of the repeated 
mercies of our Grod. They follow one another as wave 
does wave at sea; and all to waft us to the pleasing 
shore of confidence and gratitude, where we can not 
only cast anchor near, but calmly stsbd on the Rock of 
Ages, and defy the rage of tempests.'^ 

10. *^ Another uncommon talent which God had given 
him," says Mrs. Fletcher* '^ wai«a .peculiar sensibUuy of 
spirit. He had a temper the most feeling of any I ever 
knew. Hardly a night passed over, but some part of it 
was spent in groans for the Souls and bodies committed 
to his care. I dreaded his hearing either of the sins or 
sufferings of any of his people, before the time of his 
going to bed, knowiiig how strong the impressions would 
be on his mind, chasing sleep from his eyes. 

" And yet I have heard hini speak of a time, twelve or 
fourteen years ago, when he was gready tempted to think 
that he was not sensible enough of the afiiictions of his 
fellow creatures. He thought Christ bore our infirmities^ 
and carried our sorrows : l^t, said he, H have not that 
Oirist-like temper: I do not bear thisMorrows of others.^ 
Afler being for some time bufieted Vilh this temptation, 
he prayed that a measure of this spirit^might be given to 
him. Not l<mg after, as he was visiting a poor sick 
family, so lively a sense of their afHiction on a sudden 
fell upon his mind, that he eould sbarce get Wme. As 
soon as he sat dovn in Um bouse, his soul was penetrated 
with such a sense of the woes of mardkind as utterly de* 
pressed and overcame hinn and draak up his spirits, inso^ 
much that he could not help hknself^ nor move from one 
chair to another ; and he Was nd modre able to walk oi^ 
hdp Umaeif, than a new-bom chSd. At the same time 
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be seemed to lose the use of his memory, and of all his 
faculties. He thought, What is this ? Is it a disease ? b 
it a stroke of tiie palsy ? £t,ather is it not an answer to my 
own ill-judged, thouf^ well-intended prayer ? Did I not 
ask a burden unsuitable to a finite, and capable of being 
borne only by an infinite Being ? He remained some 
hours in this situation. . Then it came into his mind, If 
this be a porely natural event, the will of tlie Lord be 
done ! But if it be the answer to an improper prayer, 
God will answer again by removing it. He cried to the 
Lord, and was restored to strength both of body and mind. 

11. **When we were at Leeds in the year 1784, 1 had 
another proof of the tender sensibility of his heart. O 
how deeply was 'he affected for the welfare of his bre- 
thren ! When any little disputes arose between them, his 
inmost soul groaned under the burden. And by two or 
three o'clock in the morning, I was sure to hear him 

I breathing out prayers for the peace and prosperity of 
Sion. When I observed to him, I was afraid it would 
hurt his health, and wished him to sleep more, he would 
answer, ' O Polly, the cause of God lies near my heart !' 
" Toward me his tenderness was exerted in its utmost 
extent. My soul, my body, my health, my ease and 
comfort, were his daily study. We had no thought, either 
past or present, which we purposely concealed from each 
other. My spiritual advancement ifas his constant en- 
deavour ; and to this he was continually stirring me up, 
inviting me to walk more closely with God ; urging that 
thought, * O mj dear, let us pray for dying grace ; for 
we shall not be^ liere long.' His temporal affairs he com- 
mitted solely to me; though he was always ready to assist 
me in the smallest matters. 

12. " One article more remains to be spoken of, namely, 
his communion teith God^ Although ho enjoyed this, more 
or less, at all times, and in all places, yet I have fre^ 
quently heard him observe that the seasons of his closest 
communion were always in his own house, or in the 
church : usually in the latter* It is much to be lament- 
ed that we have no account of it from his own pen. It 
was his constant endeavour to set the Lord before 'him> 
and to maintain an uninterrupted sense of his presence. 

^ In order to this, he was slow of speech, and had the 
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greatest governipeiit of his words. Indeed, he both acted, 
and spoke, and thought^ as under the eye of God. And 
jthus he remained unmoved iik all occurrences ; at all 
times and on every occasion possessing inward recollec- 
tion. Nor did I ever see hira diverted therefrom on any 
occasion whatever, either going out or coming in, whether 
by ourselves or in company. Sometimes he took his 
journeys alone ; but above a thousand milesTl have travel- 
led with him : during which neither change of company, 
nor of place, nor the variety of circumstances which 
naturally occur in travelling, ever seemed to make the 
least diderence in his firBi attention to the presence of 
God. To preserve this uniform habit of soul, he was so 
watchful and recollected, that to such as were unexpe- 
rieiM^ed in these things, it might appear like insensibility. 
But no one could converse in a more lively and sensible 
n^anner, even on natural things, when he saw it was to 
the glory of God. He was always striving to raise his 
own, and every other spirit, to a close and immediate in- 
tercourse with God. And I can say with truth, all his 
union with me was so intermingled with prayer and praise, 
that every employment, and every meal, was, as it were, * 
perfumed therewith." 

13. I subjoin to the above an extract of a letter which 
I wrote to Mr. Wesley in the year 1786, concerning the 
charaeter of Mr. Fischer, and which was published in 
the former edition of his Life. For although, as Mr. 
Wesley observed, most of the particulars thereof are 
contained in the preceding pages, yet as they are here 
placed in another order, and have also several new cir- 
cumstances intermixed, it is hoped &ey will be both 
agreeable and profitable to every person of piety. 

As to dramng the character of that great and good 
maa, as I then observed, it is what I will not attempt : 
but if I can suggest any thing that will assist the reader 
to form a proper idea of, and excite him to imitate hia 
excellencies, I shall think ny little labour well bestowed. 
With this view I have looked over most of his letters, 
and observe in them all, what I have a thousand times 
observed in his conversation and behaviour, the plainest 
marks of every Christian grace and virtue. 

Perhaps if he followed his Master more closely in on» 
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thing than another, it was in poverty of spiiit. It is oae 
branch of thi$ to think meanly of ourselves. And he cer« 
tainly thought thus of himself in every respect ; as a. 
Christian^ as a preacher ^ and as a writer. I need not say 
how he shone in all those characters ; but he knew not 
that he shone in any of them. How low an opinion he 
bad of himself manifestly appears from his placing him- 
self at the feet of all, and showing a continual desire to 
learn from every company he was in. He paid all due 
deference to the judgment of others, readily acknowledged 
whatever was good in them, and seemed to think himself 
the only person in whom there dwelt no excellency worth 
notice^ Hence it was, that he often wrote and spoke, as 
we have seen in many parts of these memoirs, as if he 
had not received that grace, which he undoubtedly had 
received. Indeed, he overlooked what he had attained, 
through the eager desire ho had of higher and greater 
things ; and, as many of his letters show, thought very 
meanly of his own attainments, through the continuaUy 
increasing views which he had of the Divine purity, and 
of the high degree of conformity thereto, which is attain- 
able even in this world. 

14. As difficult as it is to think meanly of ourselves, it 
is still more difficult to be willing that others shoi^d thkik 
meanly of us. And how eminent he was in this respect 
appears from hence, that he was constantly upon his 
^uard, lest any expression should drop either from his 
Ups or pen, which might tend to make any one think well 
of him, either on account of his family, or learning, or 
ports, or usefulness. Yea, he took as much pains to con' 
ceal his excellencies, as others do to show theirs ; having 
the same desire to be little and unknown, which many 
have to be known and esteemed. 

15. Blessed are they that mourn, said the Lord Jesus. 
And this blessedness was as certainly his as that just 
mentioned. He was a man of a serious spirit, oiie that 
stood at the utmost distance from levity of every kind. 
Though he was constantly cheerful, as rejoicing in hope 
of the heavenly inheritai^ce, yet had he too deep a sense 
of his own waiits, and the wants of the Church of God, 
as also of the sins and miseries of mankind, to be at any 
time light or triffiiig. I have <| letter before me, (dated 
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December, 1771,) which at once gives u$ a picture of his 
seriousness, watchfulness, and earnestness ; and contains 
advices well deserving the consideration of all that fear 
God : — " There is undoubtedly,'* said he, " such a thing 
as the full assurance of faith. Be not discouraged on 
account of thousands who stop short of it : it is our own 
fault if we do not attain it. God would give us ample 
satisfaction if we did but deeply feel our wants. Both 
you and I want a deeper awakening, which will produce 
a death to outward things and speculative knowledge. 
. Let us shut our eyes to the gilded clouds without lUs : let 
us draw inward, and search afler God, if haply we may 
find him. Let us hold fast our confidence, though we 
are often constrained against hope> to believe in hope. 
But let us not rest in our confidence, as thousands do : 
let it help lis to struggle and wait till he come. Let us 
habituate ourselves to live inwardly. This will solemn 
nize us, and prevent our trifling with the things of God. 
We may be thankful for what we have, without resting 
in it. We may strive, and yet not trust in our striving f 
but expect all from Divine grace." 

16. In these words Mr. Fletcher gived us not only an 
example of holy mournings but likewise of hungering and 
tkirsHng after righteousness. In this he was peculiarly 
worthy of our imitation. He never rested in any thing 
he had either experienced or done in spiritual matters. 
But this one thing he did : forgetting those things that 
were behind, and reaching forth unto those things which 
were before, he pressed toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus : he was a true 
Christian racer, always on the stretch for higher and 
better things. Though his attainmants, both in experi- 
ence and usefulness, were above the common standard, 
yet the language of his conversation ^and behaviour 
always was. Not as though I had already attained, ekher 
were already perfected ; but I fellow after, if by any 
means t may apprehend that for which I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus, He had his eye upon a full conform-, 
ity to the Son of God ; or what the apocrtle terms, The 
measure of the stature of Ae fulness of Christ. Nor 
could he be satisfied with any thing less. 

17, And he was meek, like his Master, as well as hidffj 
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in heart. Not that he was so by nature ; but a man of 
stitmg passions, and prone to anger in particular : inso- 
much thi^t he has frequently thrown himself on the floor, 
and lain there most of the night, bathed in tears, implor- 
ing victory over his own spirit. And he did not strive ia 
vain : he did obtain the victory in a very eminent degree. 
Yea, so thoroughly had grace subdued nature ; so fully 
was he renewed iii the spirit of his mind, that for many 
years before his death,^ I believe, he was never observed 
by any one, friend or foe, to be out of temper, nor heard 
to utter a rash expression, on any provocation whatever; 
and provocation he sometimes met with, and that in a 
high degree ; especially from those whose religious sen- 
timents he thought it his duty to oppose. I have often 
thought the testimony that Bishop Burnet (in the History 
of his own Times) bears of Archbishop Leighton, might 
be borne of him with equal propriety. " After an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the archbishop for many years, 
and afler being with him by night and by day, at home 
and abroad, in public and in private, oq sundry occasions 
and in various affairs ; I must say, I never heard an idle 
word drop from his lips, nor any conversation which was 
not to the use of edifying^ I never saw him in any tem- 
per in which I myself would not have wished to be found 
at death.'' Any one that has been intimately acquainted 
with Mr. Fletcher will say the same of him. But they 
that knew him' best, will say it with the most assurance 

18. Hence arose his readiness to bear with the weak- 
nesses, and forgive the faiuits of othws ; which was the 
more remarkable, considering his flaming zeal against 
mn, and deep concern for the glory of God. Such hatred, 
to amy and such love to the sinner, I never $aw joined 
together before. This circumstance, above others, con«, 
▼inced me of the height of his grace, perceiving that he 
bore so much of his Master's image, whose hatred to sin 
and love to sinners are equally infinite. He took all 
possible paips to detect what was evil in any of those Uiat 
were under his care ; pursuing it through all its tomingii: 
and windings, and stripping it of all its disguises. Yet 
none were so ready to excuse it when it was confbsBdd; 
and to conceal it even from his most intimate friends. 

lie nevt^ ipentiiHied t^ie i^lts of «& absent pemHi 
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unless absolute duty required it. And then he spoke with 
the utmost tenderness, extenuating, rather than aggr^yat. 
ing them. None could draw his picture more exactly 
than St. Paul has done, in the thirteenth chapter of the 
first Epistle to the Corinthians. Every feature in that 
masterly piece of i^ostolic painting was found in him. 
Let all that knew him, especially his intimate friends, 
recollect the spirit and behaviour of this servant of the 
God of love ; and then let them judge whether I exagge- 
rate when I say. He (suffered long and was hind : he 
envied not : acted not rashly : was not puffed up : did not 
hehate himself unseemly: sought not his own: was not 
provoked. He thought no evil^ rejoiced not in iniquity^ hut 
recced in the truth. He cooer^ all things^ believed aU 
tJungSy hoped aU things^ and endured aU things. It would 
be easy to enlarge on all these partioutars, and. show 
how they were exemplified in him. 

19. But waiving this, I would only observe, that with 
regard to two of them, kindness to others, and not seeking 
hii own, he had few equals. His kindness to others was 
such, that he bestowed his all upcm them : his time, hia 
talents, his substanee. His knowledge, his eloquence, 
his health, his money, were employed day by day for the 
good of mankind. He prayed, he wrote, he preached, 
he visited the sick and well : he conversed, he gave, he 
laboured, he suffered, winter and summer, night and day : 
he endangered, nay> destroyed his health, and in the end 
gave his life also for the profit of his neighbours,, that 
they might be saved from everlasting death. He denied 
himself even such food, as was necessary for him, that 
he might have to give them that had none. And when 
he was oonstrained to change his manner of living, still 
his diet was plain and simple. And so w«pe his clothing 
and furniture, that he might save all that was possible for 
his poor neighbours. 

He sought not Air own in any sense : not his owa 
honour, but the honour of God, in all he said or did : he 
sought not his awn interest, but the iivterest of his Lord, 
spreading knowle^e, holwess, and happiness, as far as 
he possibly could. He sought not his own pleasure, but 
studied to please aU men for their good to edUieatio» : 
and to f}Q90^ mm that 1^ eaUedthjia to hiusUngdom 
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and glory. And yet it is certain he found the greatest 
pleasure in pleasing God and his neighbour* For nothing 
could give a higher delight than this to his pious and 
benevolent mind. 

20. In the meantime he was a man of peace, and 
spared no pains to restore it where it was broken. He 
gave numberless proofs of this amiable disposition. 
When we were at Trevecka, (to mention but one in- 
stance,) two of the students were bitterly prejudiced 
against each other. He took them into a room by 
themselves, reasoned with them, wept over them, and at 
last prevailed. Their hearts were broken: they were 
melted down : they fell upon each other's necks and wept 
aloud. 

The pains which he lock to make peace at the Leeds 
conference, in 1784, will not easily be forgotten. And 
although he could not prevail so far as might have been 
desired, yet his labour was not in vain. 

But I do not attempt to draw his full character. 1 will 
only add, what the apostle recommends to the Philippians, 
was exactly copied by him. He was blameless and harm- 
lessy a son of God, without rebuke^ in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation ; shining among them as a UgM 
in the world. 

21. To the above, Mr. Wesley adds: — "I think one 
talent wherewith God had endued Mr. Fletcher has nol 
been sufficiently noted yet. I mean his courtesy: in which 
there was not the least touch either of art or affectation.. 
It was pure and genuine, and sweetly constrained him to 
behave to every one (although particularly to inferiors) 
in a manner not to be described : with so inexpressible 
a mixture of humility, love, and respect. This directed 
his words, the tone of his voice, his looks, his whole atti# 
tude, his every motion. This seems to be intended by 
St. Paul, in those words, OJx a(rx^l*ov5r. Not so weU 
expressed in our translation by behaveth not Uself vn- 
seemly. Do not the words literally mean,. J« no^ iU'-bredt 
Behaves on all occasions with decency and good breed- 
ing ? Certainly so did Mr. Fletcher. Never Ad any 
man more perfectly suit his whole behaviour to the per-. 
aoaB and the occasion. So that one might apply to him^ 
vith great propriety,, the words of tho ancient poetr — ^ 
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^ lUom, qnicquid afrit, qnoqno Testi|^ tendit 
CoiDponit furtim Bubeequiturq; Decor.** 

I cannot translate tins : but I can give the Englkh reader 
a parallel^ and more than a parailel. 

** Grace was in all his steps, heaven in his eye. 
In all his gestures sanctity and love." 



CHAPTER Xn. 
Hit death. 

1. ** Soke weeks before he was taken ill, (says Mrs. 
Fletcher,) he mentioned to me a peculiar manifestation 
of love, which he received in his own house, with the 
application of those words, Thou shdU walk with me m 
wiUte, He added. It is a little thing so to hang upon God 
by faith as to feel no departure from him, and no rising 
in the heart against him. This does not satisfy me. And 
I sometimes find such gleams of light and love, such 
wafts, as it were, of the heavenly air, so powerful, as if 
they would just then take my soul with them to glory ! 
But / am not filled. I want to be filled with all the fulness 
of God. In conformity to these sentiments when he 
was in his last illness, he expressed himself thus : — * I am 
fiUedy most sweetly filled.' This conveyed much to my 
mind, as I understood by it the accomplishment of his 
large desires. 

2. " Some time before the beginning of his last sick- 
ness he was peculiarly penetrated wi& a sense of the 
nearness of eternity. There was scarce an hour in 
which he was not calling upon us to drop every thought and 
every care that we might attend to nothing but the drink- 
ing deeper into God. We spent much time in wrestling 
with God, and were led in a peculiar manner to abandon 
our whole selves, our souls and bodies, into the hands of 
God ; ready to do, and willing to suffer whatever was 
well pleasing to him. 

" And now the time drew near when his faith was to 
be called to its last grand exercise. A little before this, 
being on his knees in prayer for light, whether he should 
go to London or not, the answer to him seemed to be, 
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* Not to London, but to thy grave/ When he acquainted 
me with this, he said, with a heavenly smile, < Satan 
would represent it to me as something dreadful, enforc- 
ing those words. The cold grave! The cold grave !\ On 
the Sunday following, (I think it was the next day,) that 
anthem was sung in church. The Lord is my she^pherd^ 
therefore can I kick nothing. He shall feed me in green 
pastures, and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
He shall convert my soul, and bring me forth in the paths 
of righteousness for his name^s sake. Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death IshaUfear 
no evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and staff shall cam- 
fort me, Thcu shdU prepare a table befof$ me against then^ 
that trouble me, Thim hast anointed my head with oil^ and 
my cup shaU be full, 

''In his return home he observed in how uncommon 
a degree these words had been blessed to his soul. And 
from that very time I do not remember lo have seen 
in him any, the least marks of temptation. He showed 
an unusual cheerfulness and liveliness in every part of 
his work, and seemed to increase in strength of body, as 
well as in strength of soul. Truly it was to him accord, 
ing to his faith. He feared no evU, and his cup was filed 
with righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

"On Thursday, August 4, he was employed in the 
work of God from three in the afternoon till nine at night. 
When he came home he said, ' I have taken cold ;' but 
seemed not to regard it. He was far from well on Fri- 
day and Saturday ; but was uncommonly drawn out in 
prayer. On Saturday night he was abundantly worse, 
and his fever appeared very strong. I begged that he 
would by no means think of going to church in the mom- 
mg. But he told me it was the will of the Lord ; in 
which case I never dared to persuade." 

3. "The Rev. Mr. Gilpin" (as he has informed us) 
" called upon him in the morning, with an earnest request 
that he would permit him, if not to take the whole of his 
duty on that day, at least to share it with him. But this 
he would by no means be prevailed upon to suffer, 
assuring him with an air of holy confidence, that God 
would sufficiently strengthen him to go through the duties 
of the day. This was his la^^ appearance in public ; ai^d 
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several who were preeedt upon this meiBorable occaaioii 
were affected, beyood all description, with the melan* 
choly circumstances of the day. He opened the reading 
service with apparent strength ; but before he had pro- 
ceeded far in it, his countenance changed, his speech be- 
gan to falter, and it was with the utmost difficulty that he 
could keep himself from fainting. Every eye was riveted 
upon him, deep solicitude was painted on every face, and 
confused murmurs of distress ran through the whole con- 
gregation* In the midst of this affecting scene, Mrs. 
Fletcher was seen pressing through the crowd, and earn- 
estly entreating her dying husband no longer to attempt 
what appeared to be utterly impracticable. But he, as 
though conscious that he was engaged in his last public 
work, mildly refused to be entreated ; and struggling 
against an almost insupportable languor, constrained him. 
self to continue the service. The windows being opened, 
he appeared to be a little refreshed, and begun to preach 
with a strength and recollection that surprised all present. 
In the course of his sermon the idea of his weakness was 
almost lost in the freedom and energy with which he 
delivered himself. Mercy was the subject of his dis- 
course ; and while he expatiated on this glorious attribute 
of the Deity, its unsearchable extent, its eternal duration, 
and its astonishing effects, he appeared to be carried above 
all the fears and feelings of mortality. There was some- 
thing in his appearance and manner that gave his word 
an irresistible influence upon this solemn occasion. An 
awful concern was awakened through the whole assem- 
bly, and every one's heart was uncommonly moved. 
Upon the hearts of his friends, in particular, a most 
affecting impression was made at this season ; and what 
deepened that impression was the sad presentiment which 
they read in each other's countenance, of their pastor's 
approaching dissolution. 

" After sermon he walked up to the communion table, 
uttering these words : — >< I am going to throw myself under 
the wings of the cherubim, before the mercy seat.' 
Here the same distressing scene was renewed with addi- 
tional solemnity. The people were deeply affected while 
they beheld him offering up the last languid remains of a 
life that had been lavishly spent in their service. Groans 
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and tears were on every side. In going through this^ last 
part of his duty, he was exhausted again and again ; bat 
his sfMritual vigour triumphed over his bodily weakneas. 
After several times sinking on the sacramental table, he 
still resumed his sacred work, and cheerfully distributed, 
with his dying hand, the love memorials of his djdng Ixurd. 
In the course of this concluding office, which he performed 
by means of the most astonishing exerti<ms, he gave out 
several verses of hymns, and delivered many affectionate 
exhortations to his people, calling upon them, at intervals, 
to celebrate the mercy of God in short songs of adoration 
and praise. And now, having struggled through a service 
of near four hours' continuance, he was supported wift 
blessings in his mouth, from the altar to his chamber, 
where he lay for some time in a swoon, and from whence 
he never walked into the world again." 

"After this," (proceeds Mrs. Fletcher,) "he dropped into 
a sleep for some time, and, on walking, oried out with a 
pleasant smile, * Now, my dear, thou seest I am no worse 
for doing the Lord's woric. He never fails me when I 
trust in him.' Having eaten a little dinner, he dosed most 
of the evening, now and then wsdcing up with the praises 
of God in his mouth. At night his fever returned, but it 
was not violent; and yet his strength decreased amaac- 
ingly. On Monday and Tuesday we had a little paradise 
together. He lay on a couch in the study ; and though 
often changing posture, was sweetly pleasant, and fire- 
quently slept a good while together. When he was awake, 
he delighted in hearing me read hymns, and treatises on 
faith and love. His words were all animating, and his 
patience beyond expression. When he had a very 
nauseous medicine to take, he seemed to enjoy the cross, 
according to a word which he was used often to repeat, 
* We are to seek a perfect conformity to the will of God ; 
and leave him to give us pleasure or pain, as it seemetii 
him good.' 

"I asked him whether he had any directions to give 
me if he should be taken from me ? since I desired to 
form my whole life thereby. He replied, < No, not by 
mine : the Holy Ghost shall direct thee. I have nothing 
particular to say.' I said, Have you any conviction that 
God is about to teke you ? He said, < No ; onfy I always 
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flee death so inexpressibly near, that we both seem to 
fttand on the verge of eternity.' While he slept a little, . 
I besought the Lord, if it were his good pleasure, to spare 
him to me a little longer. But my prayer seemed to have 
no wings : and I could not help mingling continually 
therewith, Lord, give me perfect resignation ! This un- 
certainty made me tremble, lest God was going to put 
into my hands the bitter cup with which he threatened 
my husband. Some weeks before, I myself was ill of a 
fever, and not without danger. My husband ^en felt the 
whole parting scene, and struggled for a perfect resig- 
nation. He said, * O Polly, shall I ever see the day when 
thou must be carried out to bury ! How will the little 
things which thy tender care has prepared for me, in 
every part of the house, wound and distress me ? How is 
it? I think I feel jealousy ! I am .jealous of the worms ! 
I seem to shrink at the thought of giving my dear Polly 
to the worms.' 

4. " Now all these reflections returned upon my heart 
with the weight of a millstone. I cried to the Lord, and 
these words were deeply impressed on my spirit, Where 
I amy there shaU my servants be, that they may behold my 
glory. This promise was full of comfort to my soul. I 
saw that in Christ's immediate presence was our home, 
and that we should have our reunion in being deeply 
centred in him. I received it as a fresh marriage for 
eternity : as such I trust for ever to hold it. All that day, 
whenever I thought of the expression, to behold my glory, 
it seemed to wipe away every tear, and was as the ring 
whereby we were joined anew. 

''Awaking some time afler, he said, ^ Polly, I have been 
thinking it was Israel's fault that they asked for signs. 
We will not do so : but abandoning our whole selves to 
•the will of God, will lie patiently before him ; assured 
that he will do ail things well.' 

" My dear love, said I, if I have ever done or said any 
thing to grieve thee, how will the remembrance wound 
my heart, if thou shouldst be taken from me ! He entreat* 
ed me, with inexpressible tenderness, not to allow the 
thought, declaring his thankfulness ibr our union, in a 
variety of words written on my heart with the adamantine 
pen Of friendship deeply dipt in blood. 
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" On Wednesday, he told me he had received such a 
manifestation of the full meaning of those words, God is 
looey as he could never be able to express. ' It fills my 
heart,' said he, * every moment : O Polly, my dear Polly, 
Crod is love ! Shout ! shout aloud ! I want a gust of praise 
to go to the ends of the earth ! But it seems as if I could 
not speak much longer. Let us fix on a sign between 
ourselves.' ' Now,' said he, (tapping me twice with his 
finger,) ' I mean, God is love. And we will draw each 
other into God. Observe ! By this we will draw each 
other into God.' 

" Sally coming in, he cried out, * O Sally, God is love ! 
Shout, both of you ! I want to hear you shout his praise !' 
All this time the medical friend, who attended him dili- 
gently, hopeci he was in no danger : as he had no head- 
ache, but much sleep, without the least delirium, and 
an almost regular puise. So was the disease, though 
commissioned to take his life, restrained by &e power 
of God. 

" On Thursday his speech began to fail. While he 
was able, he spoke to all that came in his way. Hear- 
ing that a stranger was in the house, he ordered her to be 
called up. But the uttering only two sentences made him 
ready to faint away. And while he had any power of 
speech, he would not be silent to his friendly doctor, * O 
sir, said he, you take much thought for my body : pennit 
me to take thought for your soul !' When I could scarce 
understand any thing he said, I spoke these words, God 
is love. Instantly, as if all his powers were awakened, 
he broke out in a rapture, * God is love ! love ! love ! O 

for that gust of praise f I want to sound !' ^Here his 

voice again failed. All this time he was much in pain, 
and suffered many ways : but still with such unutterable 
patience as none but those that were present can con- 
ceive. If I did but name hia Bufferings, he would sfhile 
and make the sign. 

" On Friday, observing his body covered with spots, I 
felt a sword pierce through my soul. As I was kneeling 
by his side, with my hai^d in his, entreating the Lord to 
be with us in this tremendous hour, he strove to say many 
things, but could not articulate the words. All he could 
do was to press my haad» and frequently repeat the sign* 
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At last, he breathed out, < Head of the Church, be head 
to my wife ! 

" When I was forced to leave him for a few moments, 
Sally said to him, * My dear master, do you know me V 
He replied, * God will put his right hand under you.' 
She added, *0 my dear master, should you be taken 
away, what a disconsolate creature will my poor, dear 
mistress be !' He replied, ^ God will be her all in all.' 

'* He alwa^'s took a peculiar pleasure in repeating or 
hearing those words, 

* Jesus* blood through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy eries.* 

Whenever I repeated them to him he would answer, 
< Boundless! boundless! boundless!' H% now added, 
though not without much difficulty, 

* Mercy's full power I soon shall prove, 
Loved with an everlasting love.* 

" On Saturday, in the afternoon, his fever seemed quite 
off, and a few friends standing near his bed, he reached 
his hand to each : and looking on a minister, said, < Are 
you ready to assist to-morrow V His recollection sur- 
prised us, as the day of the week had not been named in 
the room. Many were of opinion he would recover ; and 
one of them said to him, * Do you think the Lord will raise 
you up V He strove to answer, and could just pronounce, 
* Raise me up in the resurr' meaning in the resur- 
rection. To another, who asked the same question, he^ 
said, < I leave it all Co God.' 

" In the evening the fever came again, and with greater 
violence than ever. The mucus then falling on his throat, 
almost strangled him. It was supposed the same painful 
symptom would grow more and more violent to the Isust. 
As I felt this exquisitely, I cried to the Lord to remove 
it. And glory be to his name, he did I From that time it 
returned no more. 

" As night drew on, I perceived him dying very fast. 
His fingers could hardly make the sign, which he scarce 
ever forgot : and his speech seemed quite gone. I said. 
My dear creature, I ask not for myself: I know thy sotd: 
but for the sake of others, if Jesus be very present with 
thee, lifl up thy right hand. Immediately he did. If the 
prospect of glory sweetly open before thee, repeat the 
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sign. He instantly raised it again, and in half a niiniite» 
a second time. He then threw it up, as if he would rehch 
the top of the bed. After this, his hands moved no more. 
But on my sa)ring, Art thou in pain? He answered, *No/ 
From this time he lay in a kind of sleep, though with his 
eyes open and fixed. For the most part he sat upright, 
against pillows, with his head a little inclining to one side. 
And so remarkably composed, yea, triumphant was his 
countenance, that the least trace of death ^as scarc^y 
discernible in it. Eighteen hours he was in this situa- 
tion, breathing hke a person in common sleep. About 
thirty.five minutes past ten, on Sunday night, August 14, 
his precious soul entered into the joy of his Lord, without 
one struggle #r groan, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 

" And here I break off my mournful story : but on my 
bleeding heart the fair picture of his heavenly excellen- 
cies will be for ever drawn*" 

5. The reader will not think rae tedious, if I subjoin 
here the account which the Rev. Mr. Gilpin has given of 
this last scene of the life of this incomparable man : — 
" After having manifested so much resolution and con- 
stancy in fighting the goad fight of faith, it is no wonder 
that Mr. Fletcher was permitted to finish his course with 
joy, and that the concluding scenes of his warfare were 
peculiarly triumphant and glorious. Equally prepared 
for every event, he met his last great trial with all that 
composure and steadiness which had invariably distin- 
guished him upon every former occasion of suffering. He 
entered the vcdley of the shadow of death, as one who fear- 
ed no evil. He considered it as the high road to that 
incorruptible inheritance which is reserved for the saints : 
and looking forward with a hope full of immortality, he 
saw, beyond its limited gloom, those everlasting hills of 
light and glory to which his soul aspired. 

** A few days before his dissolution he appeared to 
have reached that desirable point where the last rapturous 
discoveries are made to the souls of dying samts. Roused, 
as it were, with the shouts of angels, and kindled into 
rapture with visions of glory, he broke into a song of holy 
triumph, which began and ended with the praises of God's 
unfathomable love. He laboured to declare the secret 
manifestations he enjoyed ; but his sensations were too 
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powerful for utterance, and afler looking inexpressible 
things, he contented himself with calling upon all around 
him to celebrate and shout out that adorcMe love, which 
can never be fully comprehended or adequately express- 
ed. This triumphant frame of mind was not a transient 
feeling, but a state that he continued to enjoy, with little 
or no discernible interruption, to the moment of his death. 
While he possessed the power of speech, he spake as one 
whose lips had been touched with a live coal from the 
aUar ; and when deprived of that power^ his countenance 
discovered that he was sweetly engaged in the contera.^ 
plation of eternal things. 

" On the day of his departure, as I was preparing to« 
attend my own church, which was at the distance of nine 
miles from Madeley, I received a hasty siessage from 
Mrs. Fletcher, requesting my immediate attendance at the 
vicarage. I instantly followed the messenger, and found 
Mr. Fletcher with every symptom of approaching disso- 
lution upon him. I had ever looked upon this man of 
God with an extraor(tinary degree of afiecticxi and reve* 
Fence ; and on this afflicting occasion my heart was un- 
commonly affected and depressed. It was now in vain 
to recollect that public duty required my presence in 
another place : unfitted for every duty except that of 
silently watching the bed of death, I found it impossible 
to withdraw from the solemn scene to which I had been 
summoned. I had received from this evangelical teacher,, 
in days that were past, many excellent precepts with re- 
spect to holy living ; and now I desired to receive from 
him the important lesson with respect to holy dying. And 
truly this concluding lesson was of inestimable worthy 
since so much patience and rengnation, so much peace 
and composure, were scarcely ever discovered in the same 
circumstances before. Let me die the death of the righU 
eoas, and let my hist end he like his ! 

" While their pastor was breathing out his soul into the 
hands of a faithftd CreatoTy his people were offering up 
their joint supplications on his behalf in the house of God. 
Little, however, was seen among them on that trying oc- 
casion, but affliction and tears. Lideed, it was a day much 
to be remembered for the many affecting testimonies of 
distress which appeared on every side.. The whole viU 
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lage wore 9b air of consternation and sadness, and not 
one joyful song was heard among all its inhabitants : — 
Hasty messengers were passing to and fro with anxious 
inquiries and confused reports : and the members of 
every family sat together in silence that day, awaiting, 
with trombliag expectation, the issue of every hour.. Afler 
the conclusion of evening service, several x>f Jthe poor» 
who came from distant parts, and who were usually enter- 
taincd under Mr« Fletcher's roof, still lingered about the 
house, and seemed unable to tear themselves away from 
the place, without a sight of their expiring pastor. Se- 
cretly informed of their desire, I obtained them the per- 
mission they wished. And the door of the chamber being 
set open, immediately before which Mr. Fletcher was at- 
ting upright in his bed, with the curtains undrawn, unal- 
tered in his usual venerable appearance, they slowly 
moved ohe by one along the gallery, sevenilly pausing as 
they passed by the door, and casting in a look of mingled 
supplication and anguish. It was, indeed, an affecting 
sight, to behold these unfeigned mourners successively 
presenting themselves before the bed of their dying bene* 
factor, with an inexpressible eagerness in their looks, and 
then dragging themselves away from his presence with a 
distressing consciousness tJua tJiep should 'see his faee na 



'* And now the hour speedily approached that was to 
put a solenm termination to our hopes and fears. His 
weakness very perceptibly increased, but his countenance 
continued unaltered to the last. If there was any visible 
chfmge in his feelings, he appeared more at ease and 
more sweetly composed, as the moment of his dismission 
drew near. Our eyes were riveted upon him in awful ex- 
pectation. But whatever we had felt before^ no murmur- 
ing thought was suffered, at this interesting period, to 
darken the glories of so ilhistrious a scene. All was 
silence, when the last angelic minister suddenly arrived, 
and performed his important commission with so mueh 
stillness and secrecy that it was impossible to determine 
the exaot moment of its completion* Mrs. Fletcher was 
kneeling by the side of her departing husband ; one who 
had attended him with unconnnon assiduity during the last 
stages of his distemper, sat at his head ; while laosaom* 
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folly waited near his feet. Uncertain whether or not be 
was totally separated from us, we pressed nearer, and 
hung over his hed in the attitude of listening attention. 
His lips had ceased to move, and his head was gently sink- 
ing upon his bosom : we stretched out our hands ; but his 
warfare toas accomplisTiedy and the happy spirit had taken 
its everlasting flight. 

. *' Such was the undisturbed and triumphant death of 
this eminently holy and laborious pastor, who entered into 
rest on the evening of Sunday, August 14, 1785. Bless- 
ed are the dead who die in the Lord ! They rest from 
their painful labours, and are followed by those exemplary 
works which they considered as unworthy a place in their 
remembrance : they escape from the windy storm and tern- 
pesty and are brought to their desired haven : they have a 
right to the tree of life, they erOer in through the gates into 
the city, and stand with everlasting acceptance in the pre- 
sence of God. 

<< This afflicting providence is severely felt by the sur- 
vivor, who has lost, at this separating stroke, whatever 
she had counted most valuable on this side eternity. But» 
while she feels all the anguish of an immediate separation- 
from her dearest friend, she looks forward with a joyful 
hope of being one day united to his happy spirit, where 
the pangs of parting can be known no more. Mrs. Fletcher 
was surrounded, upon this sad occasion, by a multitude 
of sincere mourners, who, while they deplored the loss of 
their inestimable pastor, recollected, with peculiar satis- 
faction, that the last years of his life had been years of 
abundant consolation and peace :-^and who now rejoice 
that, in his removal fVom among them, he left behind him 
a lively representative of himself, one who enters into his 
labours and watches over his flock, a support to the needy» 
a guide to the ignorant, and a mother in Israel,** 

6. So far Mr. Gilpin. Mrs. Fletcher adds :— " When I 
call to mind his ardent zeal, his laborious endeavours to 
seek and save the lost, his diligence in the employment 
of his time, his Christlike condescension toward me, and 
his uninterrupted converse with Heaven ; I may well be 
allowed to add. My loss is beyond the power of wordd to 
paint* I have often gone through deep waters ; but all 
my afflictions were notbing to this. Well: I want no 
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pleasant prospect Init upward; nor any thing whereon to 
fix my hope, but immortality. 

^< From the time I have had the happiness and honour 
of being with him, every day more and more convinced 
me he was the Christian. I saw, I loved, in him, the 
image of my Saviour, and thought myself the happiest of 
women in the possession of the most sympathizing and 
heavenly friend. My sorrow bears a due proportion. 
But it is alleviated by that thought, United in God we catu 
not he divided. No : we are of one household still : we 
are joined in Him, as our centre, of whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named. It is said of New Testa> 
ment believers, they are come to the spirits of just men 
made perfect : to the glorious privilege of communion 
with the Church triumphant. But this is far more appa- 
rent to the eyes of celestial spirits, than to ours, which 
are yet veiled with flesh and blood. Yet as there is joy 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, and as the 
prayers of saints still on earth are represented by incense 
in the hands of the elders, I can only consider departed 
spirits, and ministering angels, as one innumerable com^^ 
pany, continually surrounding us. And are they not as 
nearly united to their fellow soldiers now, as when they 
were in the body ? What should hinder ? Gratitude and 
afiection are natives of heaven, and live for ever there.. 
Forgetfulness is a property erf mortality, and drops off 
with the body. Therefore they that loved us in the Lord» 
will surely love us for ever : can any thing material inter*, 
rupt the sight or presence of a spirit ? Nay, 

* Walls within walla no more the passage bcff, 
Than unopposing space of liquid air.' 

7. " On the 17th his remains were deposited in Made- 
ley church yard, amidst the tears and lamentations of 
thousands. The service was performed by the Rev. Mr^ 
Hatton, rector of Waters^Upton, whom God enabled to 
pay a public tribute of respect tp the memory of this 
great man, in a funeral sermon from Hebrews xiii, 7, and 
to speak in a pathetic manner to the weeping flock. In 
the conclusion, at my request, he read the following 
paper : — 

<< As it was the desire of my beloved husband to be 
hvifiei in this plain oianner, so, out of tenderness, bo 
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begged that I might not be present. And in every thing 
I would obey him. 

<< Permit me, then, by the mouth of a friend, to bear an 
open testimony to the glory of God, that I, who have 
known him in the most perfect manner, am constrained 
to declare that I never knew any one walk so closely in 
the ways of God as he did. The Lord gave him a con- 
science tender as the apple of an eye. And he literally 
preferred the interest of every one to his own. 

** He Was rigidly just, and perfectly loose from attach. 
ment to the world. He shared his all with the poor, 
who lay so close to his heart, that, at the approach of 
death, when he could not speak without difficulty, he 
cried out, < O my poor ! What shall become of my poor /' 
He was blessed with so great a degree of humility as u 
scarce to be found. I am witness how oflen he has re- 
joiced in being treated with contempt. Indeed, it seemed 
the very food of his soul to be little and unknown. 

<' His zeal for souls I need not tell you« Let the la- 
bours of twenty- 6 ve years, and a martyr's death in the 
conclusion, imprint it on your hearts. His diligent visit- 
ing of the sick occasioned the fever, which, by God's 
commission, tore him from you and me. And his vehe- 
ment desire to take his last leave of you with dying lips 
and hands, gave (it is supposed) the finishing stroke, by 
preparing his blood for putrefaction. Thus has he lived 
and died your servant. And will any of you refuse to 
meet him at God's right hand in that day ? 

*< He walked with death always in his sight. About 
two months ago he came to me and said, ' My dear love, 
I know not how it is, but I have a strange impression 
death is near us, as if it were to be some sudden stroke 
upon one of us. And it draws out all my soul in prayer 
that we may be ready.' He then broke out, *Lord, 
prepare the soul Oiou wilt call! And O! stand by the 
poor disconsolate one that shall be left behind !' 

" A few days before his departure he was filled with 
love in an uncommon manner. The same he testified as 
long as he had a voice, and continued to the end, by a 
most lamblike patience, in which he smiled over death, 
and set his last seal to the glorious truths he had so long 
preached among you. 
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*< Three years, nine months, and two days, I have pos- 
sessed my heavenly-minded husband. But now the sun 
of my earthly joys is set for ever, and my soul filled with 
an anguish which only finds its consolation in a total re- 
signation to the will of God. When I was asking the Lord, 
if he pleased, to spare him to me a little longer, the fol- 
lowing promise was impressed on my mind, Where I am^ 
there shall my servants bCy that they may behold my glory • 
Lord, hasten the time." 

8. " There is little need," says Mr. Wesley, " of add- 
ing any farther character of this man of God to the fore^ 
going account, given by one who wrote out of the fulness 
of her heart. I would only observe, that for many years 
I despaired of finding an inhabitant o{ Great Britain that 
could stand in any degree of comparison with Gregory 
Lopez, or Mon. de Renty. But let any impartial per- 
son judge, if Mr. Fletcher were at all inferior to them 1 
Did he not experience as deep communion with God, 
and as high a measure of inward holiness, as was expe- 
rienced by either. one or the other of those burning and 
shining lights ! And it is certain his outward light shone 
before men with full as bright a lustre as theirs. I was 
intimately acquainted with him for thirty years. I con^ 
versed with him morning, noon, and night, without the 
least reserve, during a journey of many hundred miles. 
And in all that time I never heard him speak an impro- 
per word, or saw him do an improper action. To c<mi- 
clude: — Within fourscore years I have known many 
excellent men, holy in heart and life. But one equal 
to him I have not kfiown ; one so uniformly and deeply 
devoted to God. So unblamable a man in every respect 
I have not found eithei: in Europe or America. Nor do 
I expect to find another such on this side eternity. 

"Yet it is possible W may l^^ such as he was. Let 
us then endeavour to follow hiiti as he followed Christ." 

But some may inquire, Has not Mr. Wesley exceeded 
the truth in this testimony % Has he not given a too fa- 
vourable representation of the character of his friend^ 
influenced, perhaps, by the similarity of their views re- 
specting the great subject of general redemption, and 
other subjects connected therewith, and by the very 
prompt and able manner in which Mr. Fletcher stood 
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fortb in defence of these views, when attacked by Mr. 
Wesley's opponents ? I shall answer these inquiries by 
presenting the reader with an exactly similar testimony, 
borne by an eminent minister of Christ, whose sentimlents, 
on these points of doctrine, were the reverse of those of 
Messrs. Wesley and Fletcher. This I shall do by in- 
sorting the following letter, which 1 received from a very 
pious and intelligent clergyman in May last, in conae* 
quence of his having lately read the first edition of this 
work : — 

" My Deab Sir, — Had not my time been very fully em- 
ployed since I had the pleasure of seeing you in London, 
I should before now have fulfilled my promise in sending 
you the character which the late Rev. Mr. Venn, vicar 
of Yelling, gave me of the truly apostolic Mr. Fletcher. 
The testimony of Mr. Venn is the more valuable, as there 
were several points of doctrine in which he differed from 
Mr. Fletcher : and I believe he felt himself a good deal 
interested in the support of several of those tenets which 
Mr. Fletcher publicly opposed. But difibrence of opinion 
on points respecting which good men probably never will 
be all agreed on earth, could not close the eyes of the 
great and good Mr. Venn against the extraordinary ex- 
cellencies of Mr. Fletcher, and therefore he spake of 
him with all the rapture and affection which pre-eminent 
graces will always excite in the breast of a true Christian. 
In the following narration, I believe you will have nearly 
the words of Mr. Veiin, as I was much impressed with 
his account of Mr. Fletcher, and wrote down what I 
remembered of it at the close of the day on which I heard 
it* With an expression in his countenance I shall not 
soon forget, making mention of Mr. Fletcher, he ex- 
claimed, < Sir, he was a luminary ; a luminary did I say t 
He was a sun* I have known all the great men for these 
fifly years; but I have known none like him. I was 
intimately acquainted with him, and was under the same 
roof with him once for six weeks ; during which time I 
never heard him say a single word which was not proper 
to be spoken, and which had not a tendency to '* minister 
grace to the hearers." One time, meeting him when he^ 
was very ill of a hectic fever, which he had brought upon 
himself by his int^ise labour in the ministry, I said, ** I 
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am worry to find you so ill." Mr. Fletcher answered 
with the greatest sweetness, " Sorry, sir ! Why are you 
sorry 1 ft is the chastisement of my heavenly Father, 
aad I rejoice in it. I love the rod of my God, and re- 
joiee therein, as an expression of his love and affection 
toward me."' 

" Mr. Venn being here asked whether Mr. Fletcher 
mi||;fat not have been imprudent in carrying his labours 
to such an excess, answered, * His heart was in them, 
and he was carried on with an impetus which could not 
be resisted. He did not look on the work of the ministry 
as a mere duty^ but it was his pleasure and delight. Tell 
a votary of pleasure that his course of life will impair his 
property and health, and finally ruin him : he will reply 
that he knows all this; but he must go on; for life 
would not be tolerable without his pleasures. Such was 
the ardour of Mr. Fletcher in the ministry of the Gospel. 
He, could qot be happy but when employed in his great 
work.' Something having escaped one in the company 
which seemed to bear hard upon a particular body of 
Christians, Mr. Venn gave a solemn caution against evil 
speaking in these words : — ' Never did I hear Mr. Fletcher 
speak ill of any man. He would pray for those that 
walked disorderly, but he would not publish their faults.' 

** This I believe is the substance of what fell from Mr. 
Venn respecting the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, and the manner 
in which he spake showed that his admiration of that 
great and good ' man was raised to the highest pitch. 
Indeed, Mr, Venn was a person peculiarly qualified to 
appreciate the value of Mr. Fletcher, as the aidour of his 
own zeal and devotion most nearly resembled that of 
Mr. Fletcher. He lived in very uncommon nearness to 
€vod, and, as I have been informed, made a most tri- 
umphant entrance into the kingdom of glory. I am, 
my dear sir, yours aiiectionately^ , ." 

The following chara<!ter of Mr. Fletcher appeared in 
the Shrewsbury Chronicle of August, 1785 : — 

" On the 14th instant departed this life, the Rev. John 
Fletdier, vicar of Madeley, in this county, to the inex- 
pressil;^le grief and concern of his parishioners, and of 
all who had the happiness of knowing him. If we speak 



itized by Google 



UFB OF REV. jr. FUETtiHB9« 361 

of him as a man and a gentleman^ he was possessed 
of every virtue and every accomplishment which adorns 
and dignifies human nature. If we attempt to speak of 
him as a minister of the Gospel^ it will be extremely dif. 
ficult to give the world a just idea of this great character*. 
His deep learning, his exalted piety, his never ceasing 
labours to discharge the important duty of his function, 
together with the abilities and good efiect with which he 
discharg<$d those duties, are best known, and will never 
be forgotten in that vineyard in which he laboured. His 
charity, his universal benevolence, his meekness, and ex- 
emplary goodness, are scarcely equalled among the sons 
of men. Anxious to the last moment of his life to discharge 
the sacred duties of his office, he performed the service 
of the Church, and administered the holy sacrament to 
upward of two hundred communicants, the Sunday pre. 
ceding his death, confiding in that almighty power which 
had given him life, and resigning that life into the hands 
of Him who gave it,* with that composure o£ mind, and 
those joyful hopes of a happy resurrection, which ever 
accompany the last moments of the just.'' 
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Here lies the body of 
1%B Rev. JOHN WILLIAM de la FLECHERE^ 

Vicar of Madeley, 

Who ]Bra8 bom at Nyon, in Switzerland, 

September the l^h, 1729, 

And finbhcMl his course, August the 14th» 1785, 

In this village ; 

Whei'e his unexampled labours 

Will long be remembered* 

He exercised his ministry for the space of 

Twenty.five years 

In this parish. 

With uncommon zeal and ability. 

Many believed his report, and became 

His joy and crown of rejoicing ; 

While others constrained him to take up 

The lamentation of the prophet, 

*^ AU the day long have I stretched out my hands 

Unto a disobedient and gainsaying people : 

Tet surely my judgment is with the Loxd, 

And my work with my God." 

*^He being deai yet speaketh." 
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